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THE BRISTOL RIOTS, 



CAUSES, PROGRESS, AND CONSEQUENCES. 



PART I. 



Accounts oftheBristolRiotshave already appeared; 
but they have been eonsidered either defective in iiifor- 
mation or delusive in their Spirit— ras written too near 
the events, or to serve purposed ■of local feeling. But . 
the Bristol Riots perhaps less belong* to local than to 
general history; and, even anlpng flre'tecords of these 
important and stirring times, willli'e viewed and referred 
to with a deep interest. The writer of the following 
pages, therefore, is aware that he is treating a subject 
of great moment ; that his Narrative can only acquire a 
value from its truth ; and he has strenuously endeavoured 
that bis statements, whatever may be his arguments and 
conclusions, shall be correct. He makes no apology 
for occasionally adopting;, in their very language, such 
authentic documents as have already been published. 
Nor can he withhold the expression of his admiration 
for at least one account, that taken from the " Job Nott" 
paper, imder the signature of Nehemiah, which, 
been somewhat more extensive, would have left 
to be performed. 
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2 THE BllISTOL RIOTS, 

In irealiiig this subject fairly, it ^vill lie necessary 
to shew what was ihc general or the predominant po- 
litical feeling at Bristol, up to the very moment of that 
sudden impulse, which brought Earl Grey's Ministry 
into office ; and what change that impulse, and the 
consequent measures of the new Adininstration, effected. 
For the foiiner purpose, it will be required to make a 
few remarks upon the state of Parties in that city ; and 
it will appear evidenti that had not the most violent 
alteration taken place in the public feeling of large 
masses of the citizens, Bristol would never have been 
disgraced by the encouragement, nor deformed by the 
horrors of the riots. 

Besides the distribution of parlies into Whig, Tory, 
and Radical, common to Bristol ivith nearly every part 
of the kingdom, two otliers, though not political, must 
be mentioned — the Coi-poration, and a Party opposed 
to some of their measures. 

The first of tlicse two are the local Magistracy, 
composed of persons of various political opinions, and 
may contain a mixture of Tories, Whigs, and Radicals — 
and such likewise is the composition of the party op- 
posed to them. These two are strictly local ; nor would 
they come within the scope of this narrative, had not 
the differences between them engendered heats, wliich, 
however harmless in other times, in those of unprece- 
dented and unlookcd for excitement must have had a 
tendency to weaken the influence of the Magistracy, 
and are perhaps now regi-etted, on this account, by the 
greater part of the persons who were concerned in them. 

It is but fairness to the Magistrates that the facts and 
tendency of this controversy should be mentioned, other- 
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wise the public could not arrive at a right estimate of 
the performance of their duties, For it is but reasonable 
(he public expectation from Authorities, in this respect, 
should be measured by the power they possess. 

Of the three political parties, the Tory was unques- 
tionably the most influential and numerous ; in proof of 
trhich it may be only necessary to refer to the general 
Section of 1830. 

Nor can the great respectability and influence of the 
Whigs be denied. As if, by a tacit consent, these parties 
Were unwilling, for mere party purposes, to try their 
respective strenglh ; and without any dereliction of 
principles on either side, they may be said to have been 
on the best understanding with each other. Thus for 
instance, at Mr. Davis's election, in July 1830, a very 
great proportion of the Whigs gave their second votes 
to the Tory Candidate. Indeed it appeared evident, thai 
the Whigs were nearly as much disposed to support the 
Government, and were as adverse to the Radicals, as 
4he Tories themselves. And the mention of this eir- 
cnmstance renders it not very necessary to say much 
ftbout the strength of the Radical party. Without a 
^eesdon it contained some respectable persons, strongly 
JBcliued to Republican views ; fjut the mass were com- 
l^posed of all shades of political opinion and all grades 
character, downward to the worst extreme, of dissen- 
nt and unsocial parts, having little in common except 
real dislike to both Whigs and Tories ; all agreeing in 
'# desire for change, aud though ready to join either, to 
Airther their own ends, too undisguised, and it may be 
too honest or too bold in their opinions, either to 
ticeal their ultimate views various and inconsistent as 



THE BRISTOL RIOTS. 



they were, or their real hostility to which ever party 
might call them into action. The peculiarity of tlic 
Radicals is, that having no one leader, and no one set 
of principles, they receive under their denomination the 
discontented, — the unsuccessful, who are ever inclined 
to ascribe to any thing but themselves their failings, — 
the dissolute, who are naturally averse to the checks of 
law and religion, — the mass without poUtical knowledge, 
— men of inflamed passions and littlfi understanding and 
education — the envious of the rich, — the turbulent, — the 
idle, who would prefer the chance of pliuider to the toil 
and humble gain of industry, — profligates of every des- 
cription, — the refuse of society ; — and all, with their 
several undigested notions and views, seek an im- 
portance by attaching themselves lo a party, which 
they find opposed alike to Whig and to Tory ; which 
opposition may in fact he considered the only principle 
of their junction. It is evident that this pec uharitj, in 
times of legislative integrity, when Whig and Tory, and 
the large community who mix in political partj', are 
all against them, constitutes their weakness, but in 
times of excitement, their strength — for they acquire a 
numerical force in proportion to the heats and divisions 
among the two great parties, and become formidable 
in their attempts to distui-b the peace of society. It is 
true their triumph has hitherto been but temporary, 
yet the irruption (although contemptible as to auy per- 
manent or ultimate effects on the British Constitution 
or British loyalty,) has often before inflicted very serious 
injury on the property and lives of the loyal and well- 
disposed in detached districts iuid towns ; hut the first 
healing of State divisions has hitherto put an end to 
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tiiem. Until lately, any attempt to attach these to either 
ihe Wliig or Tory party, for the sake of their pliysical 
force, would have been considered by all, as if by mutual 
^nsent, adverse to the real political principles of both, 

id a parricidal act against the Constitution. 

It was not likely, therefore, that they would make 
iselytes from the ranks of Whig or Tory ; and as 
-both agreed in considering Radical opinions utterly 
subversive of the Constitution, no alliance was attempt- 
ed. The powerftJ aid they mig-ht have given to cither 
party, had the balance even been nearly equal, would 
have been a triumph to themselves ; yet by themselves, 
though they might and did collect tumultuous assemblies, 
they had no efficient political power. 

This, probably, was not the state of feeling in Bristol 

ily, but it was that of the country at large ; for the 
population do but follow broadly the great distinctions 
of party in the State ; — and it is wonderful how strong is 
this disposition of attachment, which will often keep 

igether a party when the principles upon which it has 
ibeen formed, and on which it may have acted for 
ages, shall have been scattered to the winds by some 
bold innovator, commanding the admiration of the 
rest, and taking the lead. When leaders are of power- 
fid minds, it is easier to depose principles than men. 
Thus it will be observed how nearly the remark 
that have been made upon the conduct of the great 
and leading Whig party in the State, are applicable to 
their adherents in Bristol. Out of attachment to their 
leaders, they are forced upon the same inconsistency, 

id with an esprit de corps, rather than reflection iipon 
l^eir principles, seek in ingenuity and sophistications to 




accoiuit for and to justifj' their change of positioi 
This principle of action in nature, is generally one of 
safety, — a safe^ guaranteed by the real political sound- 
ness and characters of the great leaders in tbe State ; 
but it may be rendered one of great danger, and afford 
powerful persons the means of turning the whole coiu'se 
and current of human opiuions, manners, affections, 
and duties. And if social compacts were not frequently 
brought to this doubtAil position, they would perhaps 
haTe an endless duration. It is this principle which 
makes tbe genius of one man aJl-powerfid, and involves 
the history of mj-riads of mankind in the incidents and 
circumstances of a few predominant characters. It is 
Ciesar or Pompcy that is to govern the destinies of a 
world. 

Nor must it be omitted, in speaking of the state of 
parties in Bristol, that more than ordinary exertions 
had been recently made there, by societies formed for 
the express purpose of emancipating the slaves in 
the West Indian Colonies, aud perhaps more indis- 
cretion shewn in the choice of language applied to 
those most deeply interested in the West India pro- 
perties ; and the careless use of the terms, Uherty and 
slavery, and the promulgation of ill-digesled notions 
on the very elements of society, .arising out of these 
discussions, and rendered acrimonious by the peculiar 
character of the times, engendered a spirit iji Bristol, 
(a city to which the West India interest has always been 
and must ever be of so much importance,) the future 
influence of which has not yet been eitherfully weighed 
or felt. And it is worthy of note, that this spirit arose 
indirect hostility to the leading interests 'm Bristol, and 
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ras inculcated with great industry among the 
lowest orders, that the great merchants, to whom they 
faad been wont to look up with respect, were drawing 
their resources from human blood, and were collecting 
their rcTenues through the whip and the slave driver. 
This feeling engendered, the names of slave and master 
iiecame easily transferable, whenever the dcmngogue 
,flhoiild find it an object worthy of bis art. 

The state of parties and ofpubUceentiment at Bristol, 
np to the Three Days at Paris, has been, it is confidently 
hoped, impartially represented. 

The consequences of that event are well known. The 
Whigs, while the wound inflicted by Catholic Emanci- 
pation was still festering, and the Tories were vacillalinsr 
tead divided, made a desperate effort, took advantage of 
ike fennent of the French Revolution, and succeeded in 
l-overthrowing the Administration. It was then, finding 
ihemselves inexperienced in ofTice, and conscious of 
iVeakness, that they might secure a lasting triiuuph over 
their fallen enemies, they tlirew themselves into an 
.Wiholy alliance with the Radicals. It is fair to presume, 
they calculated on having more power titan they really 
over their new allies ; that they thought they 
should be able to direct, if not command ; but they soon 
found their new associates in power were too arrogant 
under the adoption to become any thing but masters. 

Is it probable, it has been asked, that these highly 
Aristocratic Whigs would seek an association that must 
he destructive of the Constitution f Have they not 
great names, titles, reputation, and property, and all at 
stake ? Undoubtedly, — and eiich has been the case in 
numberless instances in the histoiy of the world ; yet 
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kingdoms have been overthrown. Their intentions t 
see the State preserved are not brought into question, 
but their ability. They may be dehided — deceived — 
and hereafter, if they be allowed a respite for thought 
by their new and cruel Sovereigns, lift up their heads 
in surprise, and bitterly regret that they had put so 
much to the hazard of a New Hope; the fallacious 
character of which is only to be discovered in the 
in'emediable and tragic consequences of its failure. 
We know from experience that there are passions in 
men, that party inflames till they become dominant over 
judgment. It is not necessary that men should be 
scoundrels, villains, and traitors, to do as much harm as 
the worst villains and traitors can do. Self-deception 
leads often to greater ruin than evil intention. A long 
habit engenders a prejudice, and perverts reason. Or 
how shall we account for the contradictions in the same^ 
characters .' If Earl Grey's speech to-morrow i 
contradict Earl Grey'a apeeeh of to-day ;^if the Ministr 
have written most ably, and spoken in cooler days in 
direct contradiction to, nay in abhorrence of the very 
measures they are now adopting, to which period of their 
judgment are the pubhc to look? Can the manifes 
open change afford any reasonable confidence for th^ 
future. If their judgment be now good, it was thea ^ 
bad; yet it is from that wbich, approving the present, 
we must pronounce bad, that we give them any credit 
for judgment at all. The pubhc must not be deceived 
by high names, characters, or even the high stake the 
Ministers may have ; for exactly such persons have 
destroyed empires, and have fallen with them. Tbe^ 
aame contradiction of opinions nms through the \>artyj4 
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They "followed the leader;" they called themselves 
Whigs, though not a rag of Whiggisra remained about 
them ; they herewith bowed down to the despotism of 

IEarl Grey, and did not see that he was at the feet of 
the despotism of the mob. 
Tbis honesty tbey all durst swear for. 
Though not a man of whom knen wherefore. 
Bo it was at Bristol ; — when the Ministry of Earl Grey 
Bonght a coalition with the Radicals, the Whigs in 
Bristol did the same — they joined forces with the 
extremes, and their humbled conomanders were hurried 
by a new railitjiry rabble into the Praitorimn of Political 
Union, to be superseded, and receive anew, with a show 
of thankfulness, their commissions of inferior rank. 

The general distress that affected the kingdom and 
threw numbers out of employ, or afforded but slender 
means of subsistence to the working classes, the 
causes of which it woidd he foreign to this narrative to 
enquire into, was perhaps as lightly felt at Bristol as at 
most places. The Colonial Policy, and the agitation of 
new and wild theories about Slave Emancipation, bad 
indeed been injurious to the interests of the great West 
India merchants, the consequences of which have been 
since fidly known ; but it does not appear that the poorer 
and labouring class were sufferers to any extent. The 
extensive coasting trade and encreased commimication 
and trade with Ireland remained a beneficial source of 
employment ; and it may be safely asserted, that until the 
effects of the Reform Bill produced stagnation in all 
trades, and consequent distress, Bristol was more fortu- 
nately situated, with regard to provision for its poor and 
labouruig classes, than perhaps any other city in the 
ikiiigdoni. 
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PART II. 



Previously to entering more at large iHo llie effects 

l<of the Reform agitation, it will be necessary to state tltc 

acitement produced bj the French Revulutiou. It has 

ien shewn that the public feeling at Bristol, up to that 

wriod, was tranquil — was one of remarkable confidence 

t the Tory Member. It may be as well to pass over 

the general feverish condition which that event produced 

in the Radicals throughout tlie kingdom, and how 

readily it gave them the command of the desperate rabble. 

'be course of this Narrative will be best pursued by 

Peonfining the inquiry to the particulars of the reception 

tpf that event in Bristol. 

A meeting was held at the Guildhall, on the Sth of 

L'fieptembcr, 1830, to congratulate the French on iheii- 

I'iLcvoIution ; when the following resolutions were passed : 

"That the French People, by their forbearance in 

" eonlining their efforts withm the limits of constitutional 

resistance to the machinations of their late Government, 

8o long as that Government adhered to tbe letter of the 

^ Charter, and by the caution, the moderation, the respect 
for civU order, and the sagacity with which they avail 
tbemselves of existing institutions, on the late resumption 
of their natural rights, havQ exiiibited a signal and in- 
valuable example of national wisdom and viilue, which 
it may be expected, imdcr the Divine Blessing, will be 
Ixrowned with an abundant hancst of pros|)crily to that 
■ kingdom. 
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" That when the late infatuated French Government, 
by its infraction of the social compact, proclaimed itself 
the enemy of the rights of the nation, — the Inhabitants 
of Paris, by the promptitude, the energy, and the heroic 
self-devotion with which they defeated its treasonable 
attacks, entitled themselves to the approbation and 
gratitude of the world at large. 

" That the scrupulous respect for the Becurity of pra- 
Bons and of property, during the Civil War wbich raged 
for three days in the streets of a populous city, and 
especially the humane forbearance from vindictive or 
needless effusion of blood, and the generous care for 
the security and support of the vanquished, which so 
honourably distinguished that memorable conflict, are 
unparalleled in the annals of the world, and give the 
fairest ground of hope that the progress of modern 
civilization, and the influence of popular forms of 
government, have already opened a new era in the - 
History of Man. 

" That this Meeting is of opinion, that the grand 
exhibition of patriotic resistance to French Despotism, 
wiiich has enobled that Nation, first manifested itself in 
the Province of Brittany, to the brave Inhabitants of 
which enlightened district the best thanks of every 
free man, and every fri«nd of constitutional liberty is 
especially due. 

" That this Meeting cannot omit the opportunity of 
recording their profound admiration of the magnanimous 
patriotism which has recently crowned the eventful and 
virtuous life of the venerable General De La Fayette ; 
and that the Chairman be requested to forward a Copy 
of these Resolutions to that distinguished ornament 
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of the human race, to be by him communicated to 
the French people in such manner as he shall direct." 
Itwouldhave been prudence, perhaps, to have waited a 
ittlelonger, to have been sure that these resolutionsnould 
lavebeen Justilied by the subsequent measures of the 
French. It is hazardous to pour into the ears of impatient 
mobs idolatrous praise of revolutions — of a revolution 
effected in the streets, by the multitnide against the Govern- 
ment, — their success against a mi litary force ; — these are 
subjects for cautious admiration, nice survey, — for reflec- 
Ijon in the closet, rather than of hasly exposition in the 
.public streets, and applause before a giddy multitude. But 
le danger of such proceedings becomes apparent when, 
inflammatory language, appeals arc made to the pas- 
us, and they are enlisted on the side of hostility to 
existing state of things in our owa Constitutional 
'Government. The dullest understanding can draw a 
parallel case. And " the People" return from such 
s, if wiser in the art of barricading and resist- 
ance, certainly not more contented nor more peaceable 
i^tizens — they nourish within tliem the fire that will 
'line day break out into flame. Will the authors of the 
excitation t/ien deny that they kindled the first sparks, 
and supplied the fuel, that shall have burst forth into 
conflagration? There is reason to fear they will. 
Confession is the tardiest of virtues, and seldom 
leaves home. 

It would be more curious than advantageous to the 
cause of this Narrative, to mark the inconsistency 
between the resolutions passed at that meeting, and the 
lOeasures of the French Government subsequent to the 
liiaee days, and which certainly form a part of that 
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Revolution. But as wo arc told iii the first resoiiitids*^ 
to cougmtuJate the Frencli " on their forbearance 
ht confining iheir efforts within the limits of Conati- 
tutional remstance to the ■macJdnationa" &c. of " the 
aagacitywith which they availed themselves of exviting 
institutions" we cannot avoid now remarking what 
little respect they have since shown for their Constitu- 
tional Cliarter, and for existing and unoflFending 
institutions. What hare they done with their House 
of Peers ? Where is the respect for the Institution of 
Religion f The multitiide, in whose ears the praises of 
that day are still ringing, should at least be told hy the 
parties who then influenced them, that these ulterior 
results do not merit their approhatiou. Nor can it be 
very judicious to pass a resolution at a public meeting 
in Bristol, expressing any " ground of hope that the 
progress of modern cieiiisationf and the influence of 
■popular forma of OoverMnient, have already opened a 
new era in the History of Man" 

But if resolutions, preconcerted and thgested, are in 
themsclTcs unfit for the ear of a public meetiuif, it can 
obtain but little wonder if the speeches are found of a 
somewhat more unbridled licence. 

The fears of the cautious were ti'eated mth contempt 
— as of those who absurdly imagined that " Thrones 
were to he overturned— the Altars of Christendom 
were to be torn down — cloud-capt temples and gorgeous 
palaces were to pass away — War was to issue from his 
lair, with Atheism and Massacre at his side— 



JFliile at his heels, 

Leaik'd in libe hotmdi, ihaU famine, la 
Crouthfar emflogment." 
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K is not very desirable that the people should liuve siicli 

passages of oratory to remember, lest they elioidd iu 

^eir madness apply them, and crj', in the words 

immedintcly preceding the quotation, " O, for a muse 

Iff Fire r' " But there was a aecoud set of persons, 

^continued the speaker) who expressed theii- fears in a. 

lore reasonable manner. These gentlemen imagined 

.t all this French caution, moderation and forbearance, 

sagacity and love for sociid order, were things too good 

a great deal to last, and they founded their fears on 

the circumstance of there having been no distinct 

;ognilion on the part of the French Government of 

evidential interference." Now, though our own 

vemment, in tfieir sagacity, have thought fit to 

tate the Frcncli in this singular omission, it cannot 

denied that the fears were reasonable. 

Another class of persons were thus pointed out to the 

people. "Bnt there was a third class of alarmists for 

nliom he had not so great a respect as for the last, and 

they were those who laboured under sensibilities and 

sympathies exqiiisitcly proportioned to the large interests 

they had at stake, and the craft which they supposed to 

in danger. These were they who hated as well as 

revolutions, because they lead to reformations. 

'Hiese were they who, coidd they be dragged into the 

temple of truth, and made to speak their undisguised 

sentiments, would mtUTUur away in something like this 

strain : ' I quake for my comfortable salary so long 

paid to mc for doing just nothing at all,' exclaims some 

trembUng sinecurist — 'I fear for my large pensioa, 

saddled on the public pm-se for the sake of ray great 

^andfather,' cries a right lionoiirable Idler — ' I fear for 
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my fat fees and perquisites of ofBce,' says another — ' 
much preferred affairs as they were,' yawns some slum- 
bering dignitary in Church or State — ' things have gone 
on vastly well from generation to generation,' (he meant 
no parody) shout the small fry among the retainers of 
the Treasury, or the hangers-on of Government, as they 
were justly termed. Among these, and such as these, 
who might be described as the pampered plunderers of 
the State, &c." 

Assuredly, if this language and such as this be held 
out to the people, it will in truth " mm-der sleep," and 
" yawning dignitaries," and " right honourable idlers," 
Treasuries and Governments will be allowed to sleep 
no more, — or for ever. 

Another speaker says, — 

"They have separated the Church from the Stale,* 
(Immense cheering.) Some persons have asserted that 
this feature of the revolutiou endears it especially to 
Dissenters, because it is regarded by them as the earnest 
of the dissolution of Church and State in this country ; 
as a Protestant Dissenter, I hurl back the imputation 
with an indignant protest." 

It is very evident, that the "some persons" above 
mentioned had a clear insight into things, and saw that 
France would but marshal the way she should go, to 



* Even as a Dissenter, or as a Roman Catbolic, I should 
recognize the utility of the Church Establishment, because the 
civil and ecclesiastical systems, mutually supporting and 
supported, constitute that fabric of the State which secures 
our persons, our property, and our privileges) and as the 
Church has grown with the growth of the British Constitution 
in its happiest periods, and is so interwoven with all its princi- 
ples, forms, and interests, it is clear that they must stand or 
fall together. 
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England under aWhig administration. It is hoped thi- 
Protestant Dissenter will see llie benefit of this protest, 
and with the aid of hia brethren, make it known where 
it may he effected. 

- Tbis same speaker is very eloquent upon our Consti- 
tution, and the passage is so directly ui the teeth of the 
former orator, and of the present Whig doctrine, that 
it may be worthy of note, as well as that it is admirable 
ID itself. It is thus : — 

" In the midst of ail these commotions, our Consti- 
tution, like our Island, stands as a rock in the midst 
of the deep, defying the fiuy of the storm. On the 
summit, the flame of freedom blazes to illumine neigh- 
bouring nations in modelling their Constitutions aftei' 
our own, as the most perfect pattern to imitate. The 
French nation have profited by the model. In our 
^ Coustitutiou they have seen the spirit and power of 
nonarcby without tyranny — an aristocracy wilhout 
pfrppresslon — and a popular government without dia- 
ler. They have, by imitating us, declared that 
: Constitution cannot be understood wtl/wut being 
mired — cannot be enjoyed without being applauded 
by every one, who has sense enough to perceive its 
excellence, or gratitude sufficient to acknowledge its 
benefits." 
L , How soon, alas, has that sense and gratitude evapo- 
I'Mted ! The Constitution was discovered almost imme- 
I diately after this eulogy, to be a thing of naught — and, 
I w far from the French being such fools as to imitate us, 
f they have run a far wiser and wider course, and our 
L new Government, takijig the recommendation of the 
t Bdinhurgh Review, are pulling otu-'s to pieces to 
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re-build it ou the last French model." Sic transit, 
gloHa mundi — ,^B 

" So departs the glorg of the Korld." , ^^ 

But this admirable eulo^ is not suffered to make a good ' 
impression, for another speaker rises to tell the multi- 
tude that " The Press is the support of liberal principles, 
and if the great holders of boroughs in England do not 
take a warning by the French revolution, and let us 
have a refonnation of oiir system of represeatadoa, aie 
must have a revolution." 

This speech was not so effective /&#» aa it has since 
been, so little then did the people think of RcftHin. 
TJiey had not been ministeriaUy appealed to. 

It has been thought right to make these short extracts 
from the speeches delivered ou the occasion of trans- 
mitting the congratulations of the Citizens of Bristol to 
the French upon " their glorious Three Days," because 
it was the commeDcemeut of a system of gestation and 
appeal to popular passion, that has from that day been 
unceasingly in operation, vehement operation, up to 
the lamentable riots. What exact quantity of fuel was 
then laid in, or whether the sparks were elicited that 
were subsequently to set the city in a blaze, will be best 
determined in the sequel. But notwithstanding the 
excitement which was destined to work in its due time, 
there are conclusions of some importance to this narra- 
tive to be drawn from that meeting. That then there 
were people who did not think so very meanly of our 
Constitution — nay, that not one in the whole assembly 
considered himself, as now imfortunately too many do, 
enslaved^-and that Reform, yes, so late as at the 
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meeting held the 9ih of September, 1830, i¥as a matter 
they yeiy little, if at all, troubled their heads about. 

And this naturally leads to a consideration of the 
effect of Reform being ministerially offered to the people ; 
and the manner in which it was offered. 
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PART III. 



There is no need to enter into any detaU of inter- 
I mediate proceedings, of little importance to the subject, 
f but proceed at once to the Reform Bill, the great mea- 
I %v,re and cause of popular excitement, brought forward 
ty the new Administration which, in point of time, so 
t ihortly followed the meeting at Bristol that has been 
Kdescribed. 

I* And here some further specimens of the deluding 

ratory of the system of agitation will be shewn ; and it 

vinay be worth remarking, that Queen -Square, the place 

Pwhere the most inflammatory speeches were delivered, 

was not more the scene of outrageous deeds, than of 

words. 

But a few preliminary remarks are reqmred, that the 
citizens of Bristol, whether orators or actors, may not 
bear all the blame. There ^vill be, mthout doubt, 
sufficient laid to their charge. But they had their 
Bipporters and iustigators, and these must he brought to 
Bie investigation— for it was an extraordinary combi- 
nation that was able to effect such a condition of things, 
should leave the second city in the kingdom for days 
I the merciless imrestrained fury of an incendiary 
populace. 

The Reform Bill was proposed to the Legislature by 
the Government, with a confession of its dangerous 
Ltendency. It was admitted by Lord J. Russell to be a 
Krilous experiment. 
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It maj be here fairly asked, why was a miS 
admitted danger brought forward ; when the country bad 
a right to expect that such measure having been bo long 
the favourite premeditated scheme of the party in power, 
— having received the sanction of their matured judg- 
ment, their increased experience, — and above all, having 
been so frequently, unhesitatingly, and urgently pressed 
upon unwilling Administrations, and a people unusually 
sluggish in apprehending its advantages, (for during 
the last forty years it made no progress in the estima- 
tion of the public, except in times of peculiar excitement 
from other causes, — and "the people" still persisted, 
in common with the whole civilized world, in their 
admiration of the Consdtution of England,] why, it may 
be asked, was a measure, which had all these advantages 
of time, judgment, and experience, for the due concoct- 
ing it, not fnlly divested of every thing like danger ? 
If it was not in the nature of things tliat it should be 
exempt from peril, why was it not so laid before the 
Legislature, that every peculiarity and mischievous ten- 
dency might be eradicated or amended ? Why was it 
put forth with dictatorial authority ? " We acknowledge 
it to be fraught with peril, but you shall not touch an 
iota of the component parts. You shall pass it — whole 
— we will not allow of alteration or remonstrance." 
This, indeed, was to exhibit a proud bearing to the 
world — but it is not the audacious front that always 
indicates confidence and soimdness at the heart. If 
it proceeded from courage, was it not a courage bor- 
rowed from their supporters ? It was a confession of a 
degmdiug truth ; — they had discovered their own weak- 
ness, that their administration could not stand a month, 
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that it was Binkin^ fast into nniversal contempt; and in 
their zeal to maintain their party in place they songht 
a coalition with the Radicals and the populace. They 
did what no Government ever did before, — called in as 
Jndges beftveen them and their more honourable oppo- 

Iaents, the low rabble, the desperate physical force, 
whom, if they professed to be a Government, it was their 
first duty to restrain. These, however, were not to be 
tron without a bribe. The bribe was large — it waa 
|iolitical power. It was power — the power of a large 
Aominiou. It partook of the nature of that last and 
atrongeat temptation of Satan, when he offered "the 
kingdoms of this world and the glory of them." The 
_ coalitioQ waa perfected— and every old Whig principle 
^Pttaa Bwept away in its potency. Whig principle would 
Hlbave recommended a deference to a Parliament thai 
B'fetd so Bcrutinized and thrown open to public gaze 
■ **the Civil List," — that had rejected a Tory Administra- 
F fion, and called the Whigs into power. But no — it was 
the fiat of the " sovereign people" that the Bill of the 
bribe should not he qnestioncii. Hence the boldness 
aBSUmed — the dictatorial decision of the Ministr}'. Turn 

Ifilem out of the Houae, said the people, if they dare to 
besilate — to suggest the slightest alteration. The 
fiat is obeyed. Is the Parliament dissolved on 
account of any evil suggestion it dared to give ? 
Quite the reverse ; for the recommendation for winch 
it was nominally ejected, is adopted. There must be a 
Parliament of the new coalition power — and the farce 
of an appeal to the "sense of the people" is enacted. 
. The sense of the people ia of course in agreement with 
f ttie promises held out to them. Delegates, pledged, 
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cliaincd down not only to the Bill, but to every measare,"' 
howerer mischievous, of foreign or domestic cliaraeter, 
mitil the Bill shall have passed, are returned to a 
British Pailiament, at the instigation and under the 
imprecedentedly exercised autliorily and influence of the 
Whig Administration. But the Whig principles are 
sacrificed — they are positively extinct. The new prin- 
ciples are dominant, — dominant alike over the Ministers 
who, in their envy, admitted them to a parley, and oven 
the best, the Conservative, interests of the country. 

These new principles, so directly contradictory to ti 
old and manyof them sterling good Whigprinciples, must 
be forced by a hired Press upon the Executive, lest they 
dare retract; and with the aid of the name of Govern- 
ment, must be forced upon the admiration, or at least 
adoption, of all classes. 

For civil and rehgious liberty, a reign of terror must 
he commenced. If a T017 appear at an election, the 
cry is that he must be struck down. The Parson must 
be first insulted, and then crushed. The name of the 
King must be sent forth on errands of sedidon and 
treason against the Constitution. The delegate Com- 
mons dare not oppose the Bill. If tlie Peers dare 
oppose it, they must be threatened with annihilation. 
If the Bishops, they must be dismissed from their seats, 
and held up to the execration of an infuriate mob. The 
Church is against it — rob her of her tithes, and reduce 
her Ministers to the condition of parish paupers. Peers, 
Magistrates, Clergy, Gentry — all shall obey — or they 
shall not be fit to live. And (is it to be believed?) these 
mandates — from the foul and slanderous breath of a 
malignant tyrant mob — are received, are furthered, are 
forced into execution by tke Whigs ! 
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Is there no generous spirit yet amou^st that once 
I proud body to break this unnatural bondage, and be 
I free — to demand of their leaders the charter of their 

party, and to record in protestation the principles of 
1 their foundation f Insecurity of property, the reckless 

atmibilation of Civil Rights, and the desecration of 

Religion, are not in their charter. 
Tolhem, in the moments of cool judgment, may the 
I Conservatives appeal, and not without hope, that after 
I their transgression they will liear a better voice " in the 
w cool of the day, and be afraid." Let them join the 
I phalanx that still stands firm to the Constitution, and 
h this detestable tyranny will be of short duration. The 
I " will of the people" here, is not the ofd will of the 
I people, which they would have maintained. The people 
1 of England are not " the people" of the Bill.* The cry 
I £>r the Bill might even have been tea times greater, yet 

•For who are the people of England? Certainly not 

Ktlic wretched, vitiated mob, which is always found, when adverse 

w circumstances eocuuruge the demagogue to call it forth, in 

I'thoBe districts where vicious indulj^ence and bad habits render 

V crowded population fit fuel for the incendiary to inflame. 

Yet it is this description of persons to which factious orators. 

My the Whi? Administration of this great country, lately gave 

fttbe honoureiT name of the people of England. On the contrary, 

PUie people of England are composed of all the " ranks, orders, 

K|uid classes of the social community established in England, 

[,irho, with their connexions and dependents, have a deep interest 

W'itt the well-being of this organized system, as it is regulated by 

liMws and ordinances, either subsisting for time iramemorlal, or 

r framed by authorities constituted upoo principles which have 

subsisted for time immemorial ;" — while these tumultuous 

assemblies, to which the name of the people has been giveo, 

are mere excrescences, — aggregates of dlsafTected members, — 

which hang loose on society, and which, as exhibiting them- 

-^Ives in tumult and intimidation, are in direct hostility to the 

_ iople i and in the opinion of every honest and Christian man, 

K^Dgnt to be coerced by the laws of the people. 
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not the cry of the people, but the rabble. If Sp^ffl^ 
gate a Ministry can be iiua^ned, let there be one that 
shall offer to their people, from the £10. renter down- 
ward, the immediate distribution amon^ them of the 
confiscated property of the Peers, the Church, and the 
Toriea, " the Malignants." These people would be in 
ecstacy— they would piill down all that stood in oppo- 
Bitiou to their wills. With this ministerial offer on their 
banners, they would b« a desperate army to aid the 
Government. Neither then the cry, nor the will of "the 
people" so taken, would be the will of England. 

And has not some hope, some expectation of this 
nature arisen and been fed ? Who can be so bold, in 
the face of the outrages in Bristol, to answer in the 
negative ? 

It is a glaring fact, that the ferocious rabble have 
been let loose upon the quiet of society ; and if they 
have restrained their hands, it has arisen from those old 
habits of respect to rights and properly wldch we owe 
to our Constitution, and which are not yet eradicated ; 
or, in the hope that an Administration to whom they 
can dictate will give them a legal possession, they have 
abstained in the affected dignity of power, — or, as an 
orator expressed it in Qiiecn-square, " in the dignity 
of moderation." England is now actually governed 
by the Political Unions. The Parliament of Birming- 
ham issues edicts. There is little law, little punish- 
ment — (how long nonet) Revolution is openly songht ; 
if by intimidation, and the form of law, well ; if not, 
by violence. And what encouragement, if wc can call 
the inactivity, the paralyzed stupor of fear in a Govern- 
ment, encouragement, has been given to this feeling! 
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FThe greatest men in the kingdom, for birth, for dis- 
I tinguished fame, for wisdom, for inte^ty, have been 
I' compelled to barricade tlieir houses, on onsiglitly 
I disgrace to the eye of a Government, Their houises are 
I not safe, their persons are attacked, the boast that an 
I Onglishmau's home was his " castle" is no more, for 
I «Ten the castles are demolished, and where is the pro- 
t tection f None. The mansion of a nobleman adverse 
r to the Bill is burnt down, — yet Ministers take no notice. 
I The country is disgraced with outrage— they arc stilJ 
1 noder the " non-intervention'' compact — they dare not, 
E «r at least do not interfere. There is a general conii- 
I dence in mischief. The impunities that have disgraced 
llreland, have been felt, known, and demanded in 
ISbigland. Up to the time of the Bristol Kiots, the 
vvilest wretches travelled through the couiitty, instigating 
B^e populace to outrage, under promise of absolute 

■ safety. Nay, it required but little ;u-t to persuade the 
I world of this. Where was the punishment that could 
ftbe pointed out in contradiction ? Was it not easy to 

■ point out the honour in which agitation was held, and 
FSll that it had attained ? There was more than reason- 
K^ble expectation, to every man of ability to agitate, of 

ing above his low condition. ^Excitement was carried 
' to its utmost, and the worst part of the populace of the 
kingdom were in the fever of Revolution. The Press, 
and the Demagogues, and the Political Unions, and 
Branch Political Unions, did their work, and well. The 
slanders uttered in Parliament against the Constitution, 
now issued through the Press, with, for the tirst time, the 
L sanction of Government. The inference was plain. The 
■Jaws, or Acta of Parliament that deserved nott^e name, 
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were made by unconstitutional Parliaments ;- 
they to be respected ? The Arietocratic Peers were 
odious Borouglmiongers, and enslaved the people ; — 
ought they then to be endured ? The Bishops were 
sneered at by high authority, in Parliament assembled, 
and publicly denounced -with the solemnity of the Seer 
and the Prophet ; — they mnst, therefore, " put their 
houses in order." Magistrates were in especial danger 
if they dared to punish— universally so in Ireland — and 
there was more than a com men cement of a similar 
system in the counties in England. Nay, Govcmraent 
were in friendly, and deprecatory, and complimentary 
correspondence with Societies that openly professed a 
determination, a threat, not to pay taxes — who openly 
defied the laws, and denounced " woe" to those who 
enforced one against them. In such a state of feeling, 
allowed by the Government, and, it might be said, 
produced to its extent with their fidl concurrence, could 
it be reasonably expected that the people would still 
respect laws— that they would have any wholesome fear 
before their eyes — that they would regard rights, pro- 
perty, or religion — ^ihat they would obei/ Magistrates — 
or that Magistrates would not with some justification 
shrink from the more strenuous exercise of their duties, 
in which they could see no line of safety, but the cer- 
tauity of a double danger, and no protection ? 

If the Bristol Riots had originated solely in Bristol, 
these remarks would have been unnecessary. But they 
strictly, most strictly, belong to the chain of causes. 
The conduct of the Government, in the excitement they 
created and fed, and in the general immunity to out- 
rageous acts, was followed in admirable imitation, by 
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Eheir partisans in Bristol. They became the means, by 
irhich the citizens were acted upon, from without and 
rithin. There waa a lai'ge party in the kingdom de- 
irmined upon Revolution, and it was agreed that the 
ret experiment should be tried in this unfortunate city. 
If the proofs that will be adduced in corroboration of 
his be unsatisfactory, the charge will fall to the ground ; 
f they are of value, they tend to throw much of the blame 
l^om the citizens, or at least make them but partakers in 
1^ crime which they are now supposed to have originated. 
The public feeling in Bristol, up to the election in July 
1830, has been shewn ; so rapidly had the evil spirit of 
Revolution worked, that in the election which occurred 
in May 1831, it was fearfully changed. It was then 
the Union of Trades, afterwards embodied into a Political 
Union, by tjTannical persecution, intimidated the free- 
men ; by threatened " civil" excommunication, the ma- 
jority, who were not freemen of the city, forced those 
who were, to give their votes at the dictate of the Union. 
Shortly after this the Union of Trades became the 
Political Union, and with a concealed President and 
concealed mtmbers^ and by audacious threatenings and 
assumption of secret power, created a general apprehen- 
sion that paralysed the better part of the citizens. 

The fact is necessary to the Narrative, — the details and 
all the means used would render this undertaking too 
extensive. It is thought therefore sufficient to shew, in 
a more summary way, both the excitement and the 
feelings up to the very outbreaking. And this purpose 
will be best effected by extracts from proceedings and 
speeches, from the date of peace ajid Iranquilhfj, to the 
moment and immediate occasion of the Riots. Perhaps 
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exact order may not be always observedj but they i 
be taken irom documents accessible to all; and the 
Narrator will not disgrace himself or de^^de this his 
labour from the character he would desire it should 
obtain, either by garbling any account, mis- quotation, 
or attempting to attach a meaning either to acts or 
speeches, which he does not fully believe them to bear. 
And bere let it be observed, he has little to do with the 
intentions or motives of parties, but with the tendency 
of their proceedings. Whether they were weak, and 
the dupes of others, or whether they were criminal 
themselves, or any of them, is not here the question ; 
it is one in which they are now more nearly interested 
than the public ; they may be considered as those who 
have paid in their "rent" and contribution, and the means 
they have given are no longer in their own hands, or at 
their own discretion. 
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PART IV. 



From the commeDcemetit oftheMiiiiBterial campaign, 
mder the baimera of the new coalition, there was no 
sspite allowed. The fire of incessant agitation was 
l^pt up by the EeTolutionist-Rcformers' Press and 
pemagogUBs, in the previously tranquil city of Bristol. 
, Mr. Protheroe, one of the preaent Members, thus 
iddresBes the &eemen by letter, previous to the last 
llection : — 

" Whether that settlement shall taJio place through 
fieform or through Revolution, — whether we shall at 
once reap the peacefiil fiiiits, or be forced to win them 
through tempestuous agitation, will depend upon the 
promptness and decision with which the national will ie 
declared." Now this is no hasty passage thrown off in 
the heat of oratorical confusion, but a deliberate appeal 
to the people, that if they could not reap " the peaceful 
fruits," they must '* win them through tempestuous 
agitation;" — it was ft deliberate stah to the Constitution, 
that thus set the will of the rabble, " declared with 
promptness and decision," above the deliberation and 
decision of the Three Estates of the Realm. Had Mr. 
I^otheroe a prophetic view of the intentions of the 
Revolutionists when he ashed the Freemen, "Is the city 
of Bristol blotted from the map of England ?" 

On another occasion, he infonas an excited multitude, 
that the Aristocracy are engaged in a struggle " to obtain 
corrupt and obnoxious power, asserting then: right to 




33 



THE BRISTOL HIOTS. 



treat their dependants as slaves, without freedom of « 
or conduct." Of the Church he thus speaks : — 

"A Church timidly clinging to venerable abuses, 
instead of sagaciously yielding to the fair and reasonable 
requirements of an enlightened and investigating' era." 
Was it possible that Mr. Protheroe was ignorant of the 
exact nature of those requirements — -did he not know 
to what specimens of the labours of " the investigating 
era," the people would consider themselves directed? 
They had but to refer to their local Press for informa- 
tion, and they would find it in the same sheet with the 
praises of Mr. Protheroe. He knew that the " twopemiy 
trash" and black lists were in their hands. 

At Ms election, without comment upon the iniquity, 
he tells the mobs that the Diike of Wellington had been 
" exposed to the hootings and execrations of the popu- 
lace." He does not tell them undeservedly so ; and why 
then should not they extend iheir hootings and execra- 
Ijona to the respectable Tories of Bristol, who had 
been BO liberally called " robbers, and plnnderers, and 
wicked V It was but a natural transfer — and the minds 
of the Bristol populace were equal to it. 

After the Bill had been rejected, and wiili all due 
constitutional form rejected — when it would have been 
judicious in a Member for the City to have allayed the 
consequent ferment, he prefers renewed agitation : — 

" It is not a matter of so much importance (he says) 
that the voices of gentlemen should be heard, as that a 
demonstration should be made of the decided, unaltered, 
unchangeable will of the people. (Cheers, and cry of 
" the Sguare"J In the mean time, be hoped the 
Lords would learn a little more virtue from the people 
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rTor whom they legislate. With reg^ard to ulterior 
1 measures, in case of the bill bein^ Again rejected, he 
I did not contemplate the necessity of any, so confident 
was he that the bill would pass ; but as the subject of 
I resisting the taxes had been touched upon, he would 
} say that it was their duty at this moment to support the 
I Kin^ and his Ministers, and not desist from meeting 
I and petitioning till the Bill was secured ; if it should 
L be again rejected, to that evil day they would leave the 
[ adoption of further measures." (Cheering.) 

This is very extraordinary language from a Member of 

I Parliament to the people. The Lords learning; virtue 

from them ! ! Their decided will ! ! What if that will 

had been expressed not to pay taxes — the expression 

I of which will has been declared by high legal authorities 

• to be treasonable — what then? — he vrill "leave to that 

, evil day the adoption of further measures." What 

further measures — ^the refusal to pay taxes f Is this the 

I meaning? Is this the alternative recommended from a 

I Member of Parliament to his constituents ? Tiiis is a 

I point that required the clearest speaking, for it required 

I Teproof — there ought to have been no mistake — and 

there was no mistake. " The people " miderstood it 

well — and were they thus taught to respect the laws ? 

This was indeed to kindle a flame that would reach the 

Custom-house and Excise, when they should come to 

their " further operations." 

He is particularly cheered in \as very gross attack on 
the Bishops. " Of the Bishops he would speak in 
mercy, — their day was nearlif gone bg" (Loud and 
continued cheers.) But thinking this going some- 
what too far, be adds the insultiiig explanation, " He 
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wished not to he misunderstood. He spoke in a differ 
I sense from what the meeting supposed. He meant that 
I ttieir seats would he soon supplied by men of greater 
fpieiff, and better acquainted mth the spirit of the times." 
" Men of greater pietj !" Their " impiety" in voting; 
against the Bill, as the resolution of one Reform meeting 
termed it ! Is Reform the idol of the Member for 
Bi-istol and his particulm- constituents ? But more,— he 
looks forward to the day when " the Church of England 
would possess members worthy to be associated with 
the enlightened gentlemen who had addressed tliem to- 
day." Was it wise, in a city possessing; so many Churches 
I and Clei^, a Cathedral, Bishop's Palace, and Deanery, 
and Prebeudal Houses, to charge the Clergy with im- 
piety before the people, converting their flocks into 
acrimonious judges, that they were at that time unfit, 
unworthy to associate with the enlightened gentlemen 
who had addressed them ? And who were they ? — 
Dissenters and a Roman Catholic Priest ! with whom, 
then, the Church was not worthy to associate ; but they 
j would, under Whig Administration, be made to associ- 
! ! Here is a source for future agitation, — and the 
pubhc were ostentatiously told that Mr. Protheroe was 
in the confidence of the Ministers. " He would again 
assure them that if any obstacle should be presented to 
the Bill, he should call upon his constituents for their 
further co-operation. The Lords had not only insulted 
the Commims of England, by their insane proceedings, 
with regard to tliis hill, but they had put a stop to many 
other good measiu-es." (" Down with them.") Down 
with them, as a matter of course, the people would cry, 
when they were thus said to be rather fit to be chained 
in Bedlam, than to sit in the House of Peers,- 
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muted estate of this realm. Is tliere nothing: revolu- 
tionary in this i — and is there do separation among Mr. 
Protheroe's constituents, — the ofo/ Whigs from the new? 
Then, he assures the people, that when the Reform 
BiU shall have passed,—" The funds which had been 
provided for the support of the poor and needy would no 
longer be applied to electioneering purposes. Toryism 
was a ravenous bird — it had exhausted the Treasury of 
the State." 

Is this respectable, that the Member for the City 
should charge the Vestrymen of the several parishes 
with applying tlie money provided for the poor and 
needy to electioneering purposes ? It is difficult to 
persuade one's self that Mr. Protheroe did not know 
, this ivas, in all its bearings, a calumny ; if he did not 
^OK it to be false, he was consummately ignorant 
where he ought to have been informed ; and what is 
worse, mischievous in his ignorance. Here, however, 
" the people" are directed against the Tories, of whom 
were the most respectable of the city, as ravenous 
robbers of tlie Treasury. Should the rabble by any 
accident set fire to the houses of the Tories, would Mr. 
Protheroe's " people" put out the fires ? Mr, Protheroe 
bad g^ven these most respectable and hitherto infiuen- 
tial inhabitants an ill name, and reason to fear " ulterior 



However extraordinary these extracts may seem, Mr. 
Protheroe will, in the course of this Narrative, again 
appear upon the Revolutionary stage, but the particular 
part, in which he will be found to shine, is reserved, 
until the Narrative reaches the immediate transactions 
of the Riots. 

u2 




36 THE BRISTOL RIOTS, 

Mr. Maiicliee particularly dii'ecte liis vehemMci 
against Sii- Charles Wetherell, and points hini out as a 
buffoon, and slanderer of the city. Mr, Manchee is the 
author of a pamphlet* on the Bristol Riots, dedicated 
to Lord Viscount Melbourne, which it is to be hoped 
the Secretary for the Home Department returned, with 
a just rebuke for the statements it contains and the spirit 
with which it is written; for his Lordship at lea^t must 
have known that the attempt to throw odium on owe 
party. Sir Charles Wetherell, was a gratuitous and 
malevolent slander. To an inflamed populace, he 
speaks " of 199 unfortunate Peers, who had thought 
proper to prefer their own private interests to the rights 
of the people ? They were deserving only of pity." 
He alludes to the people having been called on at Bir- 
mingham to resist payment of taxes, and gives his 
reprooflcss recommendation in perfect accordance with 
the view taken of that matter by the Member; — for he 
tells them it would be a rash proceeding, only because 
it would embarrass the Ministers,— not because it was 
treasonable,— but looks forward to the hope that if the 
Bill be rejected such resistance will be made legal. 

W. P. Taunton, Esq. in a city having a Cathedral and 
resident Bishop and Clergy, thus speaks of them before 
an irritated multitude. " Should I show respect to a 
magnificent cathedral, by prohibiting the use of the brush 
and the shovel, lest the vermin should be distiu-bed and 
Xhtijllth removed ?" This must have been delightful 

• The main object of IhU pamphlet appears to be, to make a 
desperate effort against the CorporBtion of Bristol. In a speech at 
a Reform Meeting Mr. Menchee took great pains to hold them up 
to public odium. "Corporationawere tooapt to trend people under, 
and it was time for them to be interferea with." Ought euch a 
person to have been chosea to eit on a Committee of Enquiry di- 
rected against that Body? 
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■an^uage to the ears of those incendiaries who after- 
"wards endeavoured, according to evidence, to break 
into the Cathedral for the purpose of firing it, and who 
'doubtless thought, that in burning the palace of a 
^Bishop, even thoug'h he might he buried in the niius, 
tthey should only be laudably employed in disturbing 
the vermin and removing ihejilth. 

It is not attempted to be asserted, that Mr. Taunton 
liad the slightest notion, tliat he was encouraging such 
proceedings ; but what does he think now of the effect 
And tendency of such speeches ? And let him pause, 
■ere the City be again fired by the incendiary. He will 
well know how to apply a quotation : — " Aluistes ergo 
hoc incendium quo nunc ardetia." 

The inflammatory language of Mr. Matthew Bridges 
was indeed of a very extraordinary character, leaving 
on the minds of the ignorant a deep sense of injury for 
undefined wrongs— totally unintelligible to common 
^nse, but not the less exciting to the unsteady passions 
of the ignorant. The following specimen may be 
sufficient :— 

But take another alternative. Suppose nothing to 
be done but to return to the old regime ! that would be 
iflje hour of factious triumph— the knell of Liberty 
would be tolled fi-om one shore to another— then there 
Woidd be one vast uniformity over the whole surface of 
■«ur affairs, but it would be like the waste of a sandy 
4esert, or the terrific aspect of the glacier — it would be 
4he hour when the young earthquake would be bom, 
itliat was to overwhelm us — the hour when the monster 
of corruption would coil itself to spring upon its victim 
■—when the magic circle of conspiracy woidd be wrought 
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ill dai'kiiess — when deep would call to deep — vai 
would be uniformly ruin'Ous, and the Sun of England 
would go down. It would be the time of pleasure, 
nlirth, and song, as before — but in the midst of the 
festivity a hand would be seen writing on the wall in 
characters of fire — the volcano would soon burst, and 
the Government would explode in atoms. (Cheera 
and bravo.J Civil war would be at the door, and 
wailing and woe be heard, to which the cataracts of 
Niagara would be but whispers. Thrones, and Mitres, 
and Trunchcona of Office, would go down into the pit 
together, and England, which now set one band on 
the River St. Lawrence, and tlie other on the Gauges, 
would sit down in despair amidst the awfiil thunders 
of Jehovah." 

It was a daring hand that painted the original — the 
design and the painting are from the genius of an 
ijifernal" Raphael," whieh Mr. M. Bridges has so faith- 
fully copied and interpreted to a popidace, ever prone 
to give implicit belief to mysterious prognostications, 
whatever other infidelity may possess them. Neither 
the profligate, the ignorant, nor the wicked are without 
their credulity. A wise plotter will often be a true 
prophet, and use his prophecy as no contemptible 
means to obtain his ends. Has "The Pbophetic 
Messenger," with its pernicious prophecies, and 
coloured plates, been thought unworthy the notice of 
the Attorney -General, because with men of education 
it woidd he contemptihle ? It is well calculated for 
" the Peoj)le," especially those Ministerial allies of the 
Reform Bill, who are thus taught by "The Prophetic 
Messenger" that success in outrage is the will of 
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destiny — that the " fire," the " volcano," and the ex]>lo- 
sion of Goverumetit are in Fate — that ThroncB, and 
Mitres, and Truncheons of Office should go down uito 
die pit together. And when the time, the hour of 
■rivic " festivity" is ao acciffately marked — when " in 
the midst of the festivity a hand-writing would be seen 
ike wall in characters of Jire" — and when the 
. explosion," destructive of Thrones, and Mitres, and 
Truncheons of Office, so accurately predicts the blow- 
ing up of the Excise and Custom- Ho use, with barrels 
of spirits, .the bumtug down of the Mansion-House of 
Civic Authority, and theBishop's Palace; — the prophecy 
!and the interpretalion so exactly agreeing with the 
_;«Tent, must lead at least to this suspicion, that the 
Vretched perpetrators may hav^e gone forth with fire- 
l>randB and engines of destructian in their hands, in full 
reonfidence in their success, their triumph, which 
'destiny had decreed. 

This extraordinary speech of Mr. Bridges was de- 
livered on the 21st Jan. 1831. Let any one turn to the 
Prophetic Messenger, at that time in the windows of all 
the low shops, and in some others to whom the exhibition 

(was a disgrace; — The Prophetic Messenger for 1831. 
The frontispiece is a picture, of which Mr. Bridges's 
speech is as it were a description and explanation. 
There is the magic circle of conspiracy — there is tlie 
City in flames — the people and the soldiery — there is 
the explosion — the lightning— the coiling serpent — the 
axe of Reform at the root of the tree — an army with the 
new tricolor-banner, on wliich is Resptiblica, and the 
L. cheering commander. There are three coffins, over 
H vhich Death is triumphant, one containing the anchor. 
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the scroll of law, and the seals of office ; — the next, 
book, the sword, and the helmet, aud from which arises 
the old banner of England ; — the last of the three ex- 
hibits the mitre, the crown, and the ciisMon — and on 
this coffin is engraved " Woe to the Mighty." On that 
where Death is trampling upon the scrolls and the seal — 
" Lo the time is come." A hand from heaven is seen 
amidst the hghtning exhibiting a scroll of the "year of 
fate." — ^The concluding lines arc- 
Oft the funeral knell wit) toll. 
Oh the pcaiing thunder roll — 



and in lai'ger letters — 

MONAKCHS IBEUBLE, NATIONS KOUBN, 

Ocean rage and cities burn. 

Gazing with a prophet's eye, 

Thus WILL Raphael bead the sky. 
Then tnm to the Predictions. 

The Bristol Riots were the last three days of October. 
What wonld be the state of things in November ? Ti 
to "the Pi-edictions" — - 

" J see a dark veil d rawn — I see a throae 
Dash'd to the earth — I eee a night; blaze. 
As of a City flaming to the heavens— 
Another rises, and another throne. 
Thereon a crown'd one, God-like— but his face 
With clouds o'ershtidow'd yet— ha ! is it thou? 
Hark I look ihe countless nations shout for joy. 
I hear those voices like the multitudes 
Of ocean's tempest waves — I hear — I see !" 

FaU of Nineveh. 
" The Sun qiiartiles Herschel! — voe to a great one. 
The Siin squares Jupiter !— woe to one of the church." 
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These are the oracles of the monthly horoscope — 

" Death id preparing hit phmUom dart — loon will ilrikc. Yc who 
oppre«« the poor and Deedy — who rob the widow and the fathertesa 
— who fill the land with crimes — who are even as the outcasts of the 
earth in the eyes ofheaTen, albeit ye are arrayed in " costly raiment," 
ia " purple and fine lioen," and Gods as it were in your own con- 
ceit — take warning. " Lo the Gme u at hand. Chance can do 
nothing."* 

Far be it from the Narrator ofThe Bristol Riot^ in the 
slightest degree to insinuate that Mr. Matthew Bridges 
had any hand in the fabrication of the Prophetic Mes- 
senger or that he was aware of any plot or plots, (which 
the reader may now think were pretty deeply and 
cunningly laid) — and which his interpretation might 
lead to and hasten. The work furnished him with a 
rhapsody, which, as an orator, he was proud to display, 
without ha\ing either meaning or intention. But in 
acquitting Mr. Bridges of jViewWow, can the cool public 
acquit him of inflaming the populace, and giving them 
a most dangerous conhdence iu " ulterior measures ?" 

If there was no other circumstance to lead to more 
than suspicion of a deep-laid plot, this Prophetic Mes- 
senger would be alone sufficient to bring a strong con- 
viction to the minds of those who are at all acquainted 
with the multifarious workings of Revolutionists. 

Captain Hodges, not a citizen of Bristol, but 
holding a temporary mihtary official situation imder 
Lieutenant-Colonel Brereton, was extremely indiscreet 

•A Correspondent in Felix FarUy'i Briitot Journal, not long 

lince, cjQoted Tacitus, to show that fortune reserves in secret, some 

' one not in the contemplation of mankind. He was wittily enough 

I replied (o by a writer in the Brulol Mercury, " That chance could 

L do nothing." Had that writer too seen the Frophelic Meuenger ? 
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in his language to the populace. Yet this gentleman, 
so intemperate and unrestrained by any consideration of 
pmdenee, waa subsequently named by the Government 
as Editor to Mr. Colbum's Court Journal, and was 
permitted to receive his information from official sources. 
Is tlic following language, addressed to a tumultuous 
mob, justiiiable in a solder P — 

" Moderation was recommended to them (the people) ; 
but he maintained that the loudest and strongest lan- 
]Q;uage should be used; their infatuated opponents were 
not to heTaa\eAvnihreasoning; fear alone wouldoperate 
with them" He boasts of " a black dose for Sir Chas. 
Welherell and his brother Aldermen to swallow, yet take 
it he must," That the people " had a great battle to 
fight, — if they should find the struggle going hard with 
them, if he were an hundred miles off, though he had 
no vote, he would come and throw himself among 
them." That he would " shed the last drop of his 
Wood." After the Reform Bill had been rejected, he 
again addresses the mobs : — " He had heard them {the 
people) traduced and belied night after night, in the 
two Houses of Parliament." * * * 

"If a Tory Administration had gauied the ascen- 
dency, would they have been allowed to express their 
sentiments fi-eely on that day f No, they would have 
had camious planted at the several avemics of the 
Square," (this speech likewise was in Queen-square, the 
scene of subsequent devastation,) " and soldiers drawn 
up to overawe them; though, thank God, the Tories had 
not much of the army, for a majority of them clearly 
saw that then: interests lay with the King and the 
people. (Cheers.) He did not tliink the King would 
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Aire to place the Duke of WellingtOQ at the head of 
Jus Admiustration. If ever that day ehould arrive, no 
power on earth should prevent him from using his own 
fdiscredon for the protection of his person and property," 
.It must be here stated, that the words "joow/rf rfrtre" 
; denied by Captain Hodges ; but the reporter has 
a'eferred the public to his original dociunent taken on 
^e spot, and has offered to make oath to its accuracy. 

For what purpose a military gentleman, acknowledged 
fA the War Office, who had been in official duty in the 
tity, shotdd promise to throw himself among them, and 
ihed the last drop of his blood — or, why he should 
inder the army by pretty plainly intimating that they 
irould not fight under a Tory Administration,— are 
[oestions to be asked elsewhere. But no one can for 
I moment doubt the tendency of such language. 
' The Bristol Political Union took its commencement 
rom the " Union of Trades," at the Election in May, 
6S1. Shortly after this it was constituted a Politieal 
Union — for which purpose a meeting was held. The 
q>eeches on tliat occasion were in perfect accordance 
irith those of similar meetings throughout the kingdom, 
Qearly proving that not " the Bill" only, but ulterior 
Ineasures, were the objects foT which these Unions 
ve formed, and offering a fearful motive to action to 
Sn inflamed populace. A Mr. Powell remarks tliat — 
" Our principal efforts ought to be against Corpora- 
<n abases. He said that the Corporation of Bristol 
(Meived annually £40,000, though only £20,000 was 
Iven in to the Commissioners of Enquiry." 
Mr. Ham, in proposing a Resolution, said — - 
" In India wore Brahmins. * * * The priests, 
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who generally took care of all the good thlno;s 
life — (laughter, } Separate orders or castes existed also 
in Eiig'laiid, and were kept up with as much pertinacity. 
In England the titled class would not associate with 
the untitled, nor the mail of i£l,000 a-yearwith the 
man of £900. This was occasioned by the law of primo- 
geniture. In France the case was different ; there a 
Marquis might enter a coffee-house, where he might be 
joined by a mechanic, who sat at the same table with 
him, and they woidd play a game of domijios together, 
the man of title not considering it any degradation. 
(Applause.} Such, he hoped, would be the result of 
the Reform Bill, when time had enabled us to adopl 
similar measures in this country. (Great cheering.) 
In this country the Aristocracy were not contented with 
civility irom their servants, but expected servilllj. 
(Cheers.) In America the affair was managed much 
better — a servant there would not allow himself to be 
called your servant, but your help.* (Cheers.) The 
tree of liberty had been planted in France, but it had 
not yet been watered." 

At a meeting of the Folitieal Union, held in conse- 
quence of the rejection of the Bill, Mr. Herapath 
remarks — 

" Another had urged that the Bill went too far, and 
he (Mr, H.) was prepared to admit, that iji one sense 
the Bill did go too far — it went too far for the Peers, 
but not for the people. The Bill went too far for the 
Lords, because it would prevent some from 'doing 
what they would with their own,' — because it would 

•The Frencli seem to be fond of aeting this "high life belotr 
itun," ID their nervous irritobilily at being called " subjecM." 
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F^eprive the Upper House of tEie £300,000 it swallowed 

min pensions." " He did not regret the conduct of the 

Vliords, for the long'er Reform was delayed, the more 

Kwould the people demand from them — the more they 

'ould ensure. There was an old adage, punishment 

W^^ei^ed /alls the heavier; and perhaps the Lords 

ight ultimately bear witness to its truth. He 

icribed many of the evils which afflicted this country 

to the law of primogeniture." " The Spiritual Lords 

might have carried the Bill, but they chose rather to 

turn upon the people who supported them." " They 

had now invited their fellow-citiz ens to deliberate upon 

the rejection of the Bill by tlie Lords — to give them the 

earliest opportunity of expressing their wishes upon the 

nbject, and to enable them to t£ike such measures as 

semed necessary for their foture protection." 

, One of the Resolutions was — 

" That Birmingham, being most centrically situated, 
t is recommended by the Bristol General Union, that 
e Birmingham Political Union be requested immedi- 
tely to call a meeting of Delegates from other Unions, 
a deliberate on the best means of general organization, 
and simultaneous action." 
There was a time when all this would have been looked 
. upon as wretched trash, the ravings of madmen, and, 
lowever treasonable to the Constitution, innocuous, 
t it is not so now. This is the sort of trash that 
mes forth now with the sanction of Ministers. Such 
s are their allies and supporters, or governors. 
E New Coalition has given the stamp of Government 
s of this character. The names of the King and 
oisters are used to cover schemes and doctrines that 
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tend directly to overtlirow the Monarchy, "im 
that attaches to it. It has let loose bands of robbers anil 
' revolutionists, imder every presumption of impunity. 
It has been ihejirst movement to the Bristol Riots. 

Pages might be multiplied without cud in the ex- 
posure of passages and conduct similar to the specimens 
above given. But it is not necessary to cuter more 
largely into the disgusting detail.* Enough has been 
Bet down to shew the nature of the agitation used — the 
change of pubUc feeling in the short space of nine 
months, and the subsequent pains to make this new 
feeling both active aud permanent. A state of things 
has been produced that never could have existed, but 
through and with the unnatural coalition of a Govern- 
ment with the lawless and disaffected. 

Thus the infidelity of the Ministers to tlieir old 
Constitutional principles infected their adherents, the 
Whigs, in Bristol ; and though the most respectable and 
reflectingofthatpartylent but acold approbation to the 
violent proceedings, their very abstinence from taking 
aleading part left the field of agitation the more entirely 
at the command of the abettors of " ulterior measures." 
The London and the local Press working together, 
left no hope, bad feelings being once brought into action, 
for the junction of the moderate. 

* The Narrator cannot Torbear here quoting from the speech of 
an Orator, and of some note, delivered in the FarliBinent Houee 
just after the rejection of the Bill by the House of Lords, in October, 
the very month of the Hlots. He is drawing a comparison between 
tbe preeent state of things and that period — "when the vill^nswere 
driven to revolt by oppression — when the Caillei of the NMlilif were 
burned to (he grounrf — when the tuarehouiet of London viere pUlaged, 
and an hundred thousand men, (the boasted number of insulted 
Reformers in Briitol), appeared in amii at Btaekkeath." Tbis 

EBSsage in the speech of the Hon. and Learned Member, may have 
ecn ofEome importance at Bristol, of which he ii hy tnrlh aFrcmum!'' 
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The work went on, until at last the city became, 

■ in distraction of opinion, turbulence, discontent, insult 

9 authority, and daring defiance, a very Pandemonium 

|'«f Reformers. Yet, even in this state, when certain 

LDger was an attendant on duty, the friends of order 

aid good government did not shrink from the peril, 

Kbut met for the purpose of expressing their loyalty and 

tachment to theii- Sovereign and the Constitution. 

^OT this conduct the grossest insults were offered to 

Irthem, and iufamous haud- bills were circulated, lest the 

ftiuown respectability of the parties should have any 

linflueuce to prevent the Riots now determined on. 
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Supposing the existence of a Revolutionary Party, 
I preparing or prepared for the worst — for " ulterior 
res," — it would be difficult to conceive a more 
l£tvourable opportunity for the trial of their predeter- 
■mined operations than that which presented itself on 
m&e 29lh October, 1831, the day appointed for the 
1 opening the Commission of Assize in the City of 
f Bristol. The Gaol contained upivards of 100 prisoners. 
Py Charter this Court must be held by the Recorder, 
isd this Recorder was Sir Charles Wetherell, the most 
[nfiinching of the Anti-Reform Champions. Supposing 
^en such a conspiracy in action, would not advantage 
B taken of this circumstance, seeing the City the scene 
iifso much violence and distraction, perhaps much of it 
produced with this design ? Would not such a conspi- 
racy act precisely as it is found a party somewhere or 
other sitting, did act ? Sir Charles Wetherell was the 
Lfttject of daily abuse in placards on walls and in news- 
Papers. The country was scoured for tliirty miles 
round, andj?i persons exhorted to be in Bristol on the 
29th October. The niunerous Depositaries of iutidel 
and treasonable tracts seat forth their poison in every 
shape, printed on paper and on pocket handkerchiefs. 
The lowest Radical swaggerers and brawlers, the 
" prowling ballad-singers" were everywhere stirring the 
thieves and pickpockets to their work, and the populace 
to deeds of bloody mischief. 
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The Magistrates, aware of unusual excitement 3 
danf;cr, send a deputation to Sir Chas. Wetberell and 
to Lord Melbourne. It bavin|f been delennined that 
the C'ommisBion should be held as usnal, the Magistrates 
lay before that Minister the perilous slate of the city, and 
throw themselves on the Government for protection, as 
well for the peace of the city, as for the safe conduct of 
the King's Judge. Upon this Lord Melbourne requests 
the attendance of the Members for the city at his office. 
The result may be best known by Mr. Protheroe's own 
account of the meeting, in a letter written by him to 
Mr. Herapatfa, Vice-President of the Political Union ; 

" Sir, — On Thursday night I received a note from 
" Lord Melbourne to wait upon his Lordship, as did my 
" colleague, Mr. Baillie. / had bets thai the subject 
" related to the Cholera or Wetherell. I found a 
" deputation in the room for mihtary to protect the ci^ 
" from riot, and Wetherell from attack, / argued 
'^ against the policy of the proposal, and stated, that if 
" we could be secured from thieves and adventurers 
" from other places, / could, with the aid of friends 
" {the Union) keep all in perfect order ! I offered my 
" services to attend Wetherell, and to do all this, pro- 
" vided I might be allowed to enable the people of 
** Bristol, thus constrained, to express in some measure 
"their strong and unalterable disapprobation of Sir 
" Charles Wetherell's political conduct, that we might 
"be all insuredfromtlie insidious conduct of the Tories, 
"who, if the people are quiet, would say there is 
"re-action against the Bill."* 

Can it be possible that Lord Melbourne received such 
a proposal without reproof ! The King's Secretary for 

* Mr. Monchce, in hia Pamphlet, admits that Mr. Prothcroc did 
jniiif that the people should be allowed to exprest their opinion in 
every legal and constitulionnl way, ia order that Sir Charles might 
have no pretext for ngaio misrepreienting their gentimentg on the 
tubjectofReronn. 
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lihe Home Department receive proposals to stipulate 

with him, for in»iilt to the King's Judge ! ! Yet Mr. 

Protberoe boldly tells his tale, as if he had done some 

fine thing, and treats so astonishing a proposal with 

I lightness, intermixing in bis official account to the Vice- 

I President of the Union, bis " bets on the cholera or 

Wetherell !" Can this be a Member for the second city 

f in liis Majesty's dominions, returned to Parliament to 

1 protect the interests and rights of the citizens, and 

[ maintain the honour and dignity of the empire ? He 

gives his orders to the Union — " if the people are 

\ quiet" — and indeed care is taken that they shall not he 

I- quiet. He would in truth have been proud to ride in 

L ttie carriage with the King's Judge, for whose insult 

I he had stipulated with the Minister ; but in bis Rcfortu- 

I ing zeal for insult, did it not occur, that Sir Charles 

I Wetherell, the representative of his Majesty, and pro- 

I Ceediug to his solemn office of administering the laws of 

" the land, would not be very ambitious to ride in the 

carriage with him — especially when acquainted with 

the stipulations > How would the Judge have reeeived 

him, when assured that he had stepped into the carriage 

to ride with him, lor the double piupose of seeing bini 

properly uisuited, to note at tlie same time tlie hisses, 

and hootings, and execrations, as another official 

document for the Political Union, and to protect his 

person ? 

Protect his person ! ! Is it possible that vanity and 
arrogance can reach to that ! ! Yet there is liis own 
written word for it. It cannot be believed that Lord 
Melbourne, at least an English gentleman, whatever 
otiiers may have wished, desired Sir Charles shoiUd be 
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insulted. It Ims certainly been thought that Ministers, 
as a. body, were desirous that this mark of the people 
should be put upon Auti -reforming sentiments — and, 
indeed, their subsequent conduct, in passing over 
unmenlioued the personal attack on the King's Judge 
in their celebrated Proclamation,* simply including him 
among divers persons, gives too much colour of truth 
to the suspicion. But to proceed in the Narrative. What, 
is tlie immediate effect of this letter of Mr. Protheroe's ? 
It produced the following letter from Mr, Herapath to 
Alderman Daniel, who, it seems, had conversed with 
him on preserving the peace ; — - 

" October 26, 1831. 
"Respected Sir, — When the conversation occurred 
" between us on Saturday, respecting the entrance of 
" Sir C. Wetherell,'! was not aware of the intention of 
" the City Authorities to employ an armed force for the 
" protection of a Judge of the land — a course unprece- 
" dented, I believe, in English history. It has pro- 
" dnced effects upon the Council of the Union which 
" the Magistrates alone must be answerable for. How- 
" ever, I feel confident that no member of the Union 
" will be found committing outrages on that day. 
" I am, Sir, &c. 

"W. Herapath." 

The effect of this letter may likewise be seen in the 
following handbill, issued from the Council of the 
Political Union : — 

" The Council of the Union have heard with feelings 
" of surprise, that the Corporation have requested and 
" obtained the assistance of armed troops, for the pur- 
" pose of conducting Sir Charles Wetherell, in his 
"judicial capacity, into this city. It is the opinion of 
" this Council, that if the Magistracy of the City feel 




* See Appendix. 
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selves incompetent to preserve the public peace 
>nt being supported by tke Military, they should 
^ a their offices, and suffer the Civic Authorities 
e elected by a majority of the votes of their fellow- 
tens. The Council think that a man clothed in 
8 of Magistracy ou^ht never to be a poUtician, as 
a Magistrate cannot be expected to possess tlie 
^lic confidence, without which he will always be 
Tmind incompetent to preserve the public peace. 
S They would, therefore, recommend to the Corpora- 
P lion the immediate resiguation of Sir Chas. Wetherell 
^ (18 Recorder, such being the means best calculated to 
r prevent riot, and perhaps bloodshed. At the same 
V time the Coimcil eamesdv recommend Members of 
I* (lie Union, and Reformers in general, at all times of 
j" popular excitement, to use their most strenuous 
r endeavours for the preservation of the public peace, 
' as it is only by such a course they mil be able to 
P obtain the rights they seek. 

" By order of the Council, 

" J. P. Ven, Secretary." 
^ October 25th, 1831." 

Did this likewise obtain the sanction of the Member 
for the City ? Has he disavowed any connexion, after 
WMch a document, with the Council of the Union ; or 
tas he published one word of reproof or remonstrance ? 
■Surely these are questions the Citizens are deeply 
interested in asking — the more especially since Political 
Unions have been declared illegal. 

While the Magistrates were thus appealing to 
Government, who were now bound on their own 
responsibility to protect by a sufficient force the 
important ci^ thus tlireatened, a very praiseworthy 
efF(}rt was made by Lieut. Claxton, R.N., and some 
„ Captains of Vessels in the Port, to fonn the Seamen, 
A all tintes in Bristol a remarkably well-behaved body 
pf men, into a prot — ^-- A Requisition is made 
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to the Mayor for that purpose,* aiid a me^ 
accordingly held od board the ships the Earl of Liver- 
pool and Charle8,t on Tuesday, the 18th October. 

Handbills of the meeting bad been issued among; the 
sailors oiJj at nine o'clock in the morning. About 
half-past one the ship Charles contained about 300 
seamen. Mr. Claxton was voted in the chair. He 
stated the laudable object of those who had called them 
together — "That information had been received that 
Biistol was hdl of pickpockets, trampers, and vaga- 
bonds, who would take every opportunity to interrupt the 
administration of justice, and that a great moral effect 
would be produced, if the Seamen of the Port would 
enter into a resolution to support the Magistrates," 
But here there is every possible interruption from Mr. 
John Wesley Hall, one of the Political Uiuon, and a 
Radical Party, who had forced themselves into the 
vessels ; the consequence of which is the breaking up 
of the meeting. After this the following handbill is 
cumulated : — 

" Bristol Sailors' Meeting. 

" At a Meeting of the Seamen, held this day, on 
" board the Earl of Liverpool, Capt. Claxton, who was 



• The following is a copy of the notice ; — 

" To the Right Worihipjul ike Manor, 

" Bristol, October I7tb, 1831. 
" We the unJersigned being anxious, in these times of danger 
" anJ difficulty, to expresB our loyaltj', together with that of our 
" fellow-seamen oE this port, to our friend, our father, our fellow- 
" sailor. King William, request you will grant ua permission to hold 
" a Meeting for that purpose. 

[Signed by twentv-one Masters of Vessels.] 

" A Deputation from the above having waited upon his Worship, 

" and he buving most graciously granted their wishes, & Meeting will 

" accordingly lie iield on board the ship Earl of Liverpool, at One 

" o'clock precisely, on Tuesday, isih inst. 

t The Ship Charles lay alongside of the Eorl of Liverpool- 
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" the 8e]f-elected Chairmaa, and who brought the only 
" ResoIutioQ to be proposed in his pocktit, on reading 
" of which some of the by-standers remonstrated with 
" him on the impropriety of such proceedings, when 
" Mr. Claxton tlionght proper to dissolve the meeting ; 
" and, on further remonstrance, informed them that the 
" ship where the meeting was held belonged to him, 
" and imperatively ordered every person to leave the 
" deck. On the persons who composed ike meeting, 
" reaching the shore, a temporary hustings was inime- 
" diately erected, and John Wesley Hall, Esq. 
" miauimously called to the chair; when the following 
" Resolution, moved by Mr. J.G.Powell, and seconded 
" by Mr, Webb, was unanimously carried ; — 

" That the Sailors of this Port, on the present occa- 
" sion, earnestly express their decided and loyal attach- 
" mcnt to his Majesty and his Government, hut will 
*' not allow themselves to be made a cat's paw of by tbe 
" Corporation, or their paid Agents. 

" J. W. Hall, ChEurman. 
" Mr. J. W. Hall having vacated the Chair, it was 
' immediately taken by Mr. J. G. Powell, Jan., when 
' a TOtc of thanks to the Cbainnau was carried with 
" three times three cheers. — Full particulars of the 
" meeting will appear in the Bristol Liberal of Satur- 
" day next.— October 18, 1831." 

If it be asked what object Mr, Hall and his party had 
in view, in interrupting a meeting held solely for the 
purpose of preserving the peace of the city, and assisting 
the Magistrates, the answer must be sought in the 
result. Is there not indeed Just cause for suspicion 
that the " magic circle of conspiracy" was pret^ 
widely drawn ? 

It has been seen that the Magistrates were thwarted 
by the Member — were required to abdicate, and were 
threatened by the Political Union — and now again, 
how another attempt to strengthen their authority was 
frustrated. 
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It Las not been yet stated what force the Oovernmeut 
provided in this exigency. In a city so large, and (as 
the author of the Pamphlet dedicated to Lord Melbonme, 
assures us) contmning " an insulted population of an 
hundred thousand,'^ with places, the sure object of 
attack to all mobs, widely distant ; — ^in a city where it 
has been shown the Magistracy were held up to odium, 
so as to render even self-defence a difficulty, to say 
little of the subversion of their authority, it would he 
presumed the Govemmeut would now send such a force 
as should ensure safety. Lyons received a force of 
30,000 men ? Ninety-three soldiers were thought suffi- 
cient for Bristol, " to keep down," as the author of the 
Pamphlet observes, " an insulted population of an hun- 
dred thousand" — but he forgot the insidt stipulated for 
by the Member — which it is presumed, therefore, the 
soldiers were to allow— especially " the people having 
made up their minds," and proclaimed (their intentions] 
at the comer of every street !" Two troops, then, of the 
14th Dragoons were quartered at Clifton, and one 
h^oop of the 3rd Dragoon Guards at Kcjnsham — the 
latter place 5 miles distant — altogether 93 men — with 
unusual cautionary orders, not to be used but on the 
greatest emergency.* 

* It presents a siogular inconsistency, that Eubeequcncly, during 
the trials under the Special Conrnitsston, when there was, compara* 
tively ipeaking, tittle excitement, and nearly 40oa constables turned 
out, — about 450 inrnntry, 25o cavalry, and a squadron of artillery, 
were sent, having Gen. Sir Robt> Jackson to conimand them ' 
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The handbill from th« Council of the Union de- 
manding of the Mag;istrates to resign their offices, 
was igsued on the 25th Oct. Very extraordinary pro- 
ceedings had taken place. The Bishop of Bath and 
Wells witli difficulty escaped the grasp of an infuriate 
mob, while performing his sacred office of consecrating 
aChm-ch in the Coronation -road, in the parish of Bed- 
minster. This was no sudden burst of enmity against 
the Bishop, but predetermined, arranged, and promul- 
gated at considerable cost of placards. It is ciuious to 
enquire whence the fimds came. Did the Union pay 
the charges f Did Mr. Hall, or the other Rcfonners, 
who frustrated Mr. Claxton's endeavours to protect the 
city ? The Narrator has now before him one of these 
placards, with the printer's name of course torn off — it 
runs as follows, and is in very large letters : — 

" Reformers — 

" ' Read, marli, leant, and inwardly digests 

" The Right Rev. Father in God, the Bishop of 
" Bath and Wells, will consecrate the New Church, 
" Coronation-road, on Monday, the 24th of October. 
" Receive him with every demonstration of respect that 
" becomes his exalted rank and late vote in the House 
" of Lords. Refrain, therefore, from hooting, pelting, 
" groaning, hissing, or any annoyance that may be 
" offensive to the man who has so recently declared 
'' himself against the voice of the PEOPLE. 

"Churchman." 

The Sabbath was employed in preparing the outrage 
against the Bishop to commence on the Monday. A 
watchman in the parish of All Sajjil's, detected one 
person, Isaac N. Pcaixe, Printer, of Balh-strcct, muffled 




I 



THE BRISTOL RIOTS. 59 

up, and posting the bills.* This attack on the Bishop 
of Bath and Wells was probably inteniicd to serve a 
double purpose ; in the first place as an ouIra«;e on a 
Dignitary of the Church — oue of a borfy who had been 
advised lo " set their houses in order ;" and secondly, 
aa a demonstration for the guidance of persons else- 
where, who were engaged to take part m " ulterior 
measures." 

Some time before the Bishop arrived at the church 
on Monday morning, most of the leading men of the 
Union and a mob had assembled. Christopher Davis 
{who was afterwards executed directly opposite the new 
church,) was exti'emely active iu exciting the mob, 
by inflammatory language : he stated that the Bishop 
received £40,000 a-year out of the pockets of the 
poor, and was come there that day for the sake 
of tlic subscription, to which they most not con- 
tribute. When the Bishop drove up at half-past 
ten, he was received with yells, groans, and hisses' 
and had it not been for the judicious arrangements of 
the Churchwardens and others, it is very probable 
his Lordship would have been personally injured, and 

• The watchman aftorwardo pulled down one of ihe placards and 
' nve ittothe night constable. An inforioation was laid against Pearce, 
for publishing the bill without the printer's name, and the placard 
was placed in the hands of one of the City Solicitors, at the CounciU 
House, who deposited it in the volume containing the Act of Parlia- 
ment affecting the case. On the day of hearing, the placard was not 
to be found, and no proceedings could be then taken. Subsequently, 
another of the placards was procured, which had been given to 
Fisher, the night constable in Redd iff Ward, by Pearce, while the 
latter was engaged in posting up other copies, but in consequence 
of the information having been laid by Fisher, his evidcDCC could 
not be received on the second hearing, when Pcarce was in 
attendance with Counsel and Attorney; and as the first marked 
copy of the placard had never been recovered, the iDformHtions 
were iju ashed. 
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perliaps murdered. On the Bishop's return, after ' 
the ceremony, a party of gentlemen guarded him to 
Ilia carriage, on each aide of which were arrayed a 
strong body : the mob, therefore, were again foiled in 
their attempt upon his person. The post-boys drove off 
at full gallop, and although a great number of stones 
were thrown, no serious mischief was done. The mob 
followed the carriage to the Vicarage opposite RedclifF 
Church, but as it only stopped there a moment, they 
returned to Harford's- bridge, where they were addressed 
in the most violent and seditious language. 

If the Union were desirous of preserving the peace of 
the city, would it be credited that they should have pub- 
lished the handbill from the Council of the Union, above 
given, on the day folloiving this outrageous attempt on 
the Bishop of Bath and Wells. The life of the Bishop 
is put in jeopardy on the 24th, — ou the 25th the Coun- 
cil of the Union express surprise that the Corporation 
had required the assistance of armed troops, and demand 
of them to resign their aiitliority into hands to be chosen 
by the majority of the citizens. Was this intended to 
give something like the sanction of authority to a " Pro- 
visional Government?" In what character are we to 
view The Council ; the name is well chosen to impose 
upon the mobs, and induce them to acquiesce in their 
" ulterior measures." They speak of " bloodshed" as of a 
thing determined upon, with no abhorrence, — of crimes 
against the laws of God and man, but as " against the 
cause of Reform." And what does Mr. Herapath in 
his letter, dated 26th, above quoted, to Mr. Daniel, 
subsequent to the attach on the Bishop, mean by 
" effects upon the Council of the Union which the 
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\faffigtrales alone must be answerable for ?" Did 
this Provisional Government of the Council intend to 
set up its Reign of Terror ? They were either to be 
energetic in mischief, or recklesa of any ruin — nay, 
recktess (for it was in their contemplation) of bloodshed. 
And how well affected is the stale hypocritical recom<- 
mcndation of remaining quiet, when they were goading 
the populace ! " Seek peace and ensue it," is a rule not 
in their new code. 
Do the Magistrates, thus thwarted, insulted, threat- 

I ened, remain inert ? If they have hitherto, up to this 
point of menaced " bloodshed," done their duty, more 
especially by application to Government, — (for had they 
not so applied for military force, how loud would have 
been the charges against them), — do they still proceed to 
nse every means in their power to preserve the peace ? 
It is necessary, again, here to repeat, they are no political 
party — they are not a body of Tories — are not all Anti- 
Beformers — they never, even at an election, issued any 
political notice or document whatever — never acted in 
that odious capacity of political Union, so detestable in 

, all but Mr. Herapath and his 'party. The Magistrates, 

[ in prosecution of their duty, endeavour to procure the 
voluntary aid of the citizens — apply to the parishes for 

I the enrolment of 300 respectable housekeepers, which, 
with the Constables of the several Wards, they deem 

. a sufficient escort, but on the day of swearing in, only 
about 200 attend. The Magistrates determine to sup- 

j ply the deficiency by employing respectable men, and 

i the Chiefs of the Wards are directed to return a certain 
number of fit persons to act as Special Constables. 

I These were sworn in. 
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That the Map;istrateB failed in obtaining the ful 
niunljcr of vohinteers, is at once the triiiniph anil eternal 
disgrace of the Reformers. As it has been so malig- 
nantly lu-ged against them, it may he as well to heston 
a few words upon tliis defection of the citizens, that the 
disgrace may attach to the right quarter. 

" Upon application to the inhabitants of the seve- 
ral wards," says the author of the Pamphlet, dedicated 
to Lord Viscount Melbourne, " their returns were 
insuilicient for the nimiber required, which was im- 
mediately supplied by engaging hired constables for 
the purpose; the whole, with the Sheriffs' officers 
amounted to about three hundred men ! ! Three 
hundred out of our immense population ! ! Did the 
Magistrates ever enquire the reason why the respectable 
householders refused to be sworn in as special con- 
stables f" Certjunly not — they had no occasion to 
enquire. The Reformers had taken care to poison the 
minds of " the reftpectahh citizens ;" and as they suc- 
ceeded in preventing Lieut. Claxton from embodying the 
Sailors of the Port, so had they taken under their 
control the inhabitants of the city. The citizens vwre 
deluded. Had the orators and the press been at work 
for nothing? The success had been too apparent. 
Bnt were even these hired constables approved ? The 
Editor of the Bristol Mercury, the favourite paper of 
the Author of the Pamphlet, calls them in his rage, 
" hireling bludgeon men and Tories," by which bold lie 
be might likewise cast an additional odium on the 
Tories. But malignity will often overstep its bounds, 
and in its blind rage wound ouly itself. Proud of his 
ratiocination, which, like the tail of the scorpion when 
the flames are around him, stings the possessor to death^ 
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the Author is impotent but against himself, and defends 
where he would wound. For if the fact be that the 
Ma^strates (from the virulence of Reform agitation] 
were unable to procure a competent number, their 
inability must remove all blame. The same author 
speaks of " an iusulted population of an hundred thou- 
Band" to be kept down; and iu a subsequent partofhis 
Pamphlet says, " this series of awful calamities were 
committed by a mob which was never in possession of 
any arms, and which if it had been opposed by judg- 
ment and decision, by a very small organized force, 
had no moral or combined physical means of resistance." 
If he be here correct, the preparation of the Magistrates 
must have been ample. If he chuse his former stale- 
mmt, it is an insult to Lord Melbourne, to whom he 
dedicates his labours, that he did not provide more 
than the small military force " to keep down an insulted 
population of an hundred tJiousand." But his malignant 
blunders go beyond this — for instead of " a mob which 
was never in possession of any arms," he afterwards 
admits they had " sledge hammers," and that a soldier 
was wounded by a " pistol hall." 

He proves the necessity of a small force alone, when 
he would make it a heinous crime against the Magis- 
trates that they did not supply a large one; and with 
wonderful convertibility, turns the mob consisting of buta 
fewwretches,into an bun dred thousand— andall insulted! 
Would he wish to disguise the fact, that there was a 
combined physical force, lest suspicion should fasten 
the crime of the combination on the low Reformers, (for 
amongst them wc trust and believe there is a great dis- 
tinction to be drawn.) If however it be an argument in 



64 THE BRISTOL RIOTS. 

defence of llic Reformers, let it defend the Magistrates^ 
But they seek no such defence ; — they know now that 
there was a revoluljonary combiuatioti, that the experi- 
ment was tried in Bristol and failed ; — the Reformers 
know it, and ai-e maddened by the knowledge of the 
fact, — and in their rage at the defeat and disgrace, the 
result of the Riots brought upon their Delusion Bill, 
attack indiscriminately Magistrates and Tories, Mends 
or foes— and blinded by a desperate passion, rush 
tumbling over each other into the midst of the rains, 
under which they would fain crush all that is good and 
respectable of this once eminently loyal city. How long 
will the citizens allow themselves to be thus deluded ? 

The Union threatens the Magistracy. How is the 
menace put in operation by the people. Persons 
respectable in rank, much above the £10. renters, 
employed their evenings in going round to the public 
houses and beer shops, to excite whom they could find 
to insult the Recorder; and where the Reform question 
did not take, they resorted to the old trick, and urged 
that Sir C. Wetherell had stated that six shillings per 
week was sufEcient for a labouring man and family. 
When such piuiis were taken, it need not be asked why 
the Authorities did not call out the posse comitatus. 
For some days the streets had now been filled with idle 
fellows, apparently, by their dress, not of the neigh- 
bourhood of Bristol. A gentleman coming up from 
Somersetshire fell in with two North Country Delegates, 
and overheard their proceedings,* and learned they had 



■ Birmingham meo had been to the Donet Election, and com- 
menced the process of Revalutionsry attack against pcrsone and 
Kroperlf. llieoce they came to Bristol, and hod probably been 
ere bdbre. 
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teen visiting all the populous districts, and urging the 
people to be in Bristol on the 29th October* On 
Thursday and Friday a larg;e number of letters came 
from the North for persons at the beer houses. Much 
information of this kind having reached the Council 
House, (not the Union) the Authorities issued the 
following : — 

"Council House, Bristol, STth Oct. 1831. 
" It being apprehended, from information received 
" through various channels, that some indiscreet per- 
" sons may be inclined to promote feelings of irritatiOQ 
*' and excitement on the arrival of the Recorder in tMs 
' city, the Mayor and Aldermen most earnestly hope 
" that all classes of their fellow citizens, however they 
*' may differ on pc^tical subjects, will see the propriety 
" of cordially co-operating to maintain peace and good 
** order; and that they will abstain from manifesting 
" any declaration of their opinions on so solemn and 
•* important an occasion as the delivery of his Majesty's 
* Gaol, in cases affecting the lives of the persons to be 
" tried for offences against the laws of their country. 
" The Magistrates confidently trust tliat they may rely 
** on the good sense and discretion of the inhabitants 
*• not to depart from that orderly conduct which has 
** hitherto prevailed in the city ; but should any dispo- 
" sition be shown, tending to create disturbance, they 
" feel it will become their imperative duty to use all 
" lawful means for the apprehending and bringing to 
" punishment all persons who may be found committing 
" any breach of the peace, or other illegal act. 

By Order of the Mayor and Aldermen, 

"Ludlow, Town-Clerk." 



* They accordingly came, for it appeared that the old inhabi- 
I tanti knew Tew, if any, in the mob. 




J 



THE BRISTOL RIOTS. 



events of saturday — the first of the 
"three days." 



On the morning of the 29tli October, that no irrita- 

ttion might arise from the display of the military, (which, 

I though the stipulation on which they were sent, accord- 

r to the new system of extreme deference to mobs, 

^Biay be pronounced, from the experience of the Bristol 

iBiots, a very hazardous doctrine), the troops marched, 

I the 3rd Dragoon Guards into the Court Yard of the 

l6aoi, and the I4th Dragoons to the interior of the 

■ Cattle Market, by the outskirts of the city, and there 

Itemained out of sight. Indeed, had not the Political 

[ Union been particularly carefiU, by their pretended 

remonstrances, to announce to the people that troops 

had been sent to preserve the peace, the fact would 

k have been but little known.* Early in the morning, 

Utewise, the numerous constabulary force assembled 

1 the area of the Exchange, each man provided with a 

fcort staff. The Mayor and Magistrates attended, and 

e force was addressed by the Mayor, recommending 

t they should use the greatest possible forbearance, 

■iUid not by any over-exertion endanger the peace of the 



* Great complaint has been made tbat the troops were paraded; 
tail they were not. Yet perhaps they ought to have been paraded. 
WtC the 3rd Dragoons were paraded on Sunday, it was not until the 
kGuI was atUcked. 
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procession, or by endeavoiiiin^ to take prisoners, 
object being by every means to convey the Recorder 
safely. 

They then proceeded to meet Sir Charles Wetherell 
at Totterdoivn-hill, about a quarter of a mile distant 
from the city. Here nothing eould have been more 
judicious than the arrangement of the Constables, by 
the Under-Sheriff, Mr. Hare. The mob had taken 
possession of the high banks on each side of the road, 
but were driven off. Notwithstanding the change of 
the usual hour, the streets were crowded with people, 
thronging towards the Bath road, many of them 
evidently ripe for mischief. Not a few of them were 
women of abandoned character, whose violent language 
seemed well fitted to urge on the mob to desperation. 
Two of the Magistrates left the Council House between 
nine and ten o'clock, and proceeded to Temple-street, 
to be in readiness to interpose their authority, in case 
any outrage should be attempted on the person of the 
Recorder. 

About half-past ten, Su* Charies was perceived to 
approach, at a rapid rate, in a chariot drawn by four 
greys, and on stopping at Totterdown, near the entrance 
into the city, for the purpose of being handed into the 
Sherifif 8 carriage, he was instantly assailed by the most 
deafening yells, groans, and hisses, The constables 
were then, in considerable numbers, placed around the 
carriage, a gentleman on horseback riding close by the 
side of each door, and two or three hundred preceding 
and following* In this manner the cavalcade, which 
comprised also the usual number of Mayor's and 

■ Sir Charlei arxioualy enquired [he temper of the mob, and wa» 
asjured that there was not the smalleat danger, that hi; recepti on 
would be slormj', but that it would be undoubtedly safe. ^^" 



J 



I 



THE BRISTOL RIOTS. 69 

Sheriffs' officers, mounted, proceeded slowly towards 
the city. Just as Sir Charles was passing over Hill's 
Bridge, his carriage was assailed with stones; but no 
movement took place with a view to apprehend the 
offenders, the whole force being anxious only for the 
protection of the Recorder's person. As the procession 
moved onward, the crowd continued to increase, and 
the expressions of disapprobation from the multitude 
became more and more deafening; and occasionally some 
stone or missile was hurled against the immediate object 
of their vengeance. In Temple -street, the windows of 
flie houses were crowded with spectators, and the lower 
order of females were particularly vociferous in the 
expression of their feelings, freq^uently charging the men 
with cowardice and a want of spirit. In passing from 
Bristol Bridge to High-street, one of the constables, 
a respectable tradesman, received a dangerous contusion 
in the head; aud, in the latter street, also, some few 
stones were thrown. 

On arriving at the Guildhali, in Broad-street, it was 
with the greatest difficulty that Sir Charles could alight, 
from the pressure of the immense multitude ; but, after 
the lapse of a few minutes, he was handed out in safety, 
and proceeded to take his station on the bench. The 
doors of the hall were thrown open to the populace, and 
in a few minutes the area was completely filled. 

The usual forms for opening the commission com- 
menced, but the noise and confusion occasioned 
considerable interruption. Mr, Sergeant Ludlow, Town 
Clerk, then rose and observed, that he believed there was 
not an individual present who liad come tltere for the 
purpose of insulting the commission of the King : that, 
with respect to Reform — (Here some cheering was raised, 
with yells and gi-oani< ; during which Sir Charlej 
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touched the Town-Clerk's arm, and fi-om his 
ner, for it was impossible to hear a word he said, 
inanlfested displeasure at the introduction of the sub- 
ject.) — The To\TO-Clerk then resumed, merely adding, 
that with respect to that q^ucstion (Reform) it had nothing 
to do with the proceedings of the day. 

The reading of the commission was then proceeded 
with, but the confusion again became so uproarious, as 
to render the voice of Mr. Bricc, Clerk of the Arraigns, 
perfectly inaudible. 

The Recorder then, addressing one of the officerB, 
said, if the latter saw any person in court making a 
disturbance and would hring him forward, he would 
immediately commit hijn, The only effect of this notice 
was to raise, if possible, a louder clainoiu- than that 
which it was intended to suppress ; on this fresh ebul- 
lition of feeling partially subsiding, the Recorder 
repeated his instructions to the officer, who replied by 
saying that the tumult aj-ose chiefly from a few indivi- 
duals, and suggested the propriety of some constables 
being sent into the body of the hall. Several of the 
special constables then disposed themselves among the 
people, but the attempt to preserve order was unavailing. 

In the midst of this manifestation of mob feeling, the 
usual preliminaries were gone through, and the Court 
adjourned to Monday morning. The Recorder then 
withdrew, and the mob, after giving three cheers for 
the King, hastened into the street. 

Some considerable time elapsed before the Recorder 
entered his carriage for the purpose of being conveyed 
to the Mansion-house. During the interval, Broad -street, 
and, indeed, the whole line of the route, was occupied 
by a dense mass of the populace. Beyond the moje 




J 



THE BRISTOL RIOTS. 



71 



Tocal expression of their feelings, however, there 
was nothing in theii- conduct, at this period, calculated 
to excite much alarm. On Sir Charles's re-appearance, 
he was greeted with a repetition of the same conduct 
that had before been so liberally directed towards hinij 
which continued during his progress to the Mansion- 
house, with the exception that opposite the Commercial- 
Tooms he was clieered. The cortege was accompanied 
through the town by a great crowd of people, who were 
in immediate contact with the carriage and the con- 
stables. In the mean time numbers had availed them- 
selves of the opportunity of reaching Queen-square by 
various short cuts, while the cavalcade proceeded aloug 
tiie Quay. 

Here the mob had brought a pair of trucks on which 
, they had placed a large box — and when the Mayor's 
' carriage was turning aloug the Quay at the bottom of 
I Clare-street, an attempt was made to run the trucks 
I against the carriage and tipping the box under the 
[ wheels to upset it. The scheme failed. The stopping 
I -of the SheriiTs' carriage at the door of the Mansion- 
I }iouse, necessarily halted the others, when about half- 
I ft-dozen stones were fluug at the Mayor's carriage, in 
I vrhich were his Worship and Sir Charles Wethcrell, and 
I 9, crash of glass (one of the launps, the ivindows being 
I down) announced that they had taken effect. The 
1 .carriage soon drew up to the door, and Sir Charles en- 
^tered the Mansion-house without further molestation. 

At this time the crowd about the Mansion-house 

|lunounted to two or three thousand people; and the 

renewal of the disposition to riot was first exhibited by 

I few sticks aud stones being thrown at tiie Mansion- 
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house. Upon the apprehension of one of the offenders, 
the mob, who at this lime were unarmed, raised a cry 
of *' To the Back," where piles of faggots are usually 
kept, and in a short time about 600 men returned, 
armed with sticks, and gave fight to the constables. 
The moh were however routed, and the constables pro- 
ceeded back in triumph, with bundles of sticks which 
had been captured in the afifray, or dropped in tlie 
flight. Several limning skirmishes took place occasion- 
ally in different parts of the Square, and many persons 
received severe bruises. One of the constables was 
actually chased into the Float, from whence he was 
taken up by a boatman. One man had his skull 
fractured, and was carried off. After some time the 
constables retired within the Mansion -hotisc, and at 
half-past two o'clock comparative order was restored. 
The mob, however, did not disperse; but in conse- 
quence of what appeared a restoration of order, many 
of the constables, fatigued with their exertions, retired 
to procure refreshments. 

It is with regret the Narrator is compelled to state, 
that during these disgraceful proceedings, numerous 
respectably di-essed persons, who were walking in the 
Square, took no notice of the conduct of the mob ; but 
if a constable struck any of the mob, they cried " it is a 
shame — a pack of Tory constables and bludgeon men." 
Several of the rioters, who had been during the morning 
talien at the Mansion-house,* were, about three o'clock, 
sent off to Bridewell, with a body of police officers. As 

■ Among the prisonert taken into the Maniion Houie was a very 
powerrul Dian, wiih hk hat wadded with straw; he said Ae eipected 
a TOW, and it wag to protect his head. Another verj daring reltow, 
who refused to give hi> Dame, laid he came laUlyfrom Binaingham. 
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soon as the mob had intelligeiice of the prisoners being 
Bent off, they followed in numerous parties, overtook 
them at the end of Nelson -street, soon knocked down 
the constables, (one of whom was seriously injured by 
kicks in the head) and released all the prisoners. 

As evening approached, llie mob became more 
daring, and renewed their attack on the Mansion- 
House. Sticks and stones were discharged in 
quick succession at the windows, and no resistance 
being offered, they proceeded to further violence. 
The Mayor came forward, and called upon the 
miUtitude to disperse. His Worship cautioned them 
of the conMe(|uences of continuing their refractory pro- 
ceedings ; and, in alluding to tlie military, known to be 
in the immediate neighbourhood, said, he should be 
sorry for it to be hereafter said that, during his mayoralty, 
such scenes took place as most probably would ensue, 
if he should be compelled to read the Riot Act, and troops 
should be called in to quell the disturbances. During 
his address, the Mayor was assaulted with stones, and 
a very large one narrowly missed striking him on 
the head. 

About dusk, when the mob was greatly increas- 
ed, the Mayor and three other Magistrates again 
came out in front of the Mansion House, and were 
received with a volley of stones, brickbats, &c., 
with which they were severely struck. The Riot Act 
was then read three times by the Mayor. When 
standing on a chair for this purpose, a top rail from 
the Square was tlu-own at him, which, had it struck him, 
would probably have killed him. 

The constables, after a very meritorious defence, were 
driven into the Mansion House, the front and side of 
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which the mob attacked with determined fury. 

yells and cries were frightful. " Give us," Uiey cried, 

" the b y Recorder, we'll murder him." Soon all 

the window frames and shutters were beaten in, as well 
as the pannels of the doors. They raked the hall and 
dining-room with brick-bats and large stones, which 
they procured by demolishing the court walls before the 
houses iu the Square. The hall and parlour floors 
were covered with stones. A party attempted the 
cellars. But now the resolute conduct of the special 
constables prevented their storming the house. Beds 
and furniture were brought down stairs to form screens 
for the constables. The mob thus resisted, then de- 
termined on setting fire to the Mansion-house ; and a 
quantity of straw was thrown into the dinin g' room.* 
The cry was, " a light, a light," when at tlie moment 
tno Magistrates came up with the 3d Dragoon Guards. 
It may be remarked, that up to this time the mob had 
been solely bent on destruction — plunder had not yet 
been contemplated as part of the scheme. 

During one of the most violent assaults on the Man- 
sion-house, the multitude of spectators, in imitation of 
the admirable rehearsiJs at several Reform meetings, 
sang in fidl chorus " God save the King," as an en- 
couragement to the more adventiu-ous of their gangs, 
who wei-e attempting to bum the King's Judge for 
opening his Commission. 

While some were destroying the house, others were 
forming, according to the rules of revolutionary 
science, a barricade with the iron railing in front of 



• The Radical Papers, and Pamphlets, though they throw every 
possible abuse on the conBtableE for doing iheir duty, call the 
ruffians (speaking of them at this time) a good-humoured mob. 
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the Mansion House, to prevent the approacli of the 
military ; poles and planks were also placed across 
Little ICiiig-street, and the gas Lights were extingtiished. 
About fiye minutes before the arrival of the military, 
the Recorder made his escape, the details of which are 
too interesting to be omitted ; but to give them imme- 
diately, would be an interruption to the course of the 
Narrative. (It should he mentioned that the squadron 
of the 14th, ordered to Fisher's Repository, having 
had to go a considerable round to avoid the city, had 
not arrived when the Magistrates reached the stables. 
When they did arrive, in about ten minutes, and were 
informed of the proceedings in the Square, they set off 
thither at a good pace.) When Col. Brereton entered 
the Mansion -Ho use, one of the Magistrates told him 
that the Riot Act had been read three limes, and that 
he mnat use whatever force was requisite to put down 
the mob ; the Mayor coming down stairs at the moment, 
the Magistrate appealed to him. The Mayor answered, 
" certainly it has my approbation." On the arrival of 
the troops the mob retired from the door, but con- 
tinued to occupy the ground in front in great numbers, 
but in the presence of the military did not attempt to 
force an entrance into the Mansion House. Colonel 
Brereton was then directed to clear the streets, disperse 
the mob, and restore the peace of the city. The troops 
under his direction contiuued to mai'ch about the Square, 
according to orders, "to ride through" and "walk 
away" the rioters. Their conduct, however, became 
more turbulent. Brick-bats, stones, and other missiles 
were continually thiown at the soldiers, the constables, 
and the Mansion Hou^e. 
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Two of the 11th dras^oons were brought in severely 
wounded, and an officer of the same regiment was much 
hurt by his horse falHng- under him. Notwithstanding 
the mob had made a persevering assault upon the Man- 
sion house, Col. Brereton expressed his opinion that it 
was a " good humoured mob," — aud he had no doubt he 
should be able to " walk them away." On the wounded 
soldiers being brought in, the Town Clerk asked the 
Colonel if the usage the poor fellows bad received was 
a proof of tlie good temper of the mob. The conduct 
of Col. Brereton was indeed of bo equivocal a nature, 
and so ill-suited to the instructions of the Magistrates 
to use all the force necessary to quell the riot, and 
restore the peace of the city, that theTown Clerk thought 
it necessary to ask him if he had any secret instructions 
from the Government which conflicted with the orders 
of the Ma^strates ; to which the Colonel replied, " My 
instructions are to attend to the orders of the Magis- 
trates." This however he failed to do, and hence the 
subsequent atrocities. 

Some time after, Capt. Musgrave's troop of the 14lh 
Dragoons, (the other having retired to refresh and 
feed) was ordered to " charge ;" this was about eleven at 
niglit, and the troops of the 14th then drew their 
swords for the first time, but the order was given by 
Col. Brereton in terms too equivocal to be clearly under- 
stood, or to be strictly adhered to — the order was " to 
use the flat of the sword as much as possible, and not 
to proceed to extremities till absolutely necessary ;" and 
even this qualified order, to repel by force, was shortly 
rescinded ; and subsequently, when that troop received 
considerable annoyance from numbers of the rioters, 
who liad taken refuge in baiges, and iu places under 
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cover, where the troops could not reach them, or make 
any return but by means of fire-arms to the incessant 
peltiogs, Co!. Brereton gave most peremptory orders to 
the troop not to fire. 

At this time, eleven o'clock, the Magistrates sent two 
or three constables before the troops with lights. Upon 
one of the officers of the 14th Dragoons coming in to 
complain that the troops would be uselessly sacrificed, 
being attacked by the mob, who retreated to the ships, 
where they could not be followed, and asking for per- 
mission to fire, a militarjgentleman on half pay offered to 
go with a party of 25 men, if they could be supported by 
the soldiers, and dislodge the rioters ; but this was given 
up, upon Col. Brereton's suggesting, that in his opinion 
they would soon become quiet and go to their homes, 
if they were left unmolested, and saying he would bo 
answerable for the peace of the city, and would patrole 
it during the night. The Ma^strates requested Capt, 
Shute, of the Bedminster Troop of North Somerset 
Yeomanry Cavalry, to muster his troop in readiness 
by the next day. 

About a quarter before twelve a considerable portion 
of the mob moved off to the Council-House, where they 
immediately proceeded to demolish the windows, and 
force the doors. They had broken about a hundred 
panes of glass, and would soon have gained entire pos- 
session of the building, when Captain Gage's troop 
of the 14th dragoons arrived, which (on their return to 
Queen-square, after having refi'eshed and fed,) had 
received orders from Colonel Brereton to protect the 
Council -house. Capt. Gage being here left to his own 
discretion, the rioters were promptly charged through 
High-street, Broad-street, and Wine-street, and effec- 

i: J 
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about eight persons were severely wounded, not i 
rioter was for some time to be seen. The maiji body 
of the mob that had been driven doivn Broad-street, 
ran round througli the Pithay and came up the alley in 
Wine-street, and pelted with bricks, stones, and pieces 
of iron the troops as they passed. Among the most 
active in assa.ulting the soldiers, was a man (belonging 
to St. George's parish) in a light -coloured dress, whose 
practice it was to advance into the street several paces, 
and throw his missile, ofstone or iron, with well-directed 
aim. Capt. Gage, having observed him do this several 
times, drew a pistol and levelled it at him, but it flashed 
in the pan ; one of the troop fired, and the man fell. 
The cireumstajice of the man being shot has been laid 
as the sole cause of the exasperation of the mob against 
the 14th; but it is much more probable that it arose 
from the conviction that the 14th would not trifle with 
them, and the proof they had given of their determina- 
tion in driring the moh from their attempt upon the 
Council-bouse ; and how can those who would rest the 
ulterior proceedings upon this feeling in the mob against 
the 14th, account for the attack upon the Council -house, 
when the professed objects of irritation were assembled 
within the Mansion-hoa^e ? But for the timely aid of 
Capt. Gage, the Council-house would bare been de- 
stroyed, and tfiere would have been the commencement 
of the incendiarism and plunder. 

However the arrival of the troops in Queen-square 
may, for the time, have saved the demolition of the 
Mansion-house, their presence, unaccompanied with 
those active measures which it was their undoubted duty 
to have performed,itis more than probable gave a fearful 
sense of security to the mob ; and the extraordinary 
conduct of Colonel Br-ereton, in mixing with and 



THE BRISTOL RIOTS. 



79 



shaking Iiands Hith the rioters, and admitting their 

familiarities towards himself, must have given them 

great confidence, and even hopes of the co-operation of 

t the soldiery, and that their atrocious attempt would be 

I crowned ivith a military triiunph. And perhaps this, 

Bot unreasonable expectation, may have induced the 

principals of the riots to defer their operations, that they 

, might, in the interval, either gain the soldiers to their 

purpose, or direct their first attention to effect the 

removal of any they could not trust, or whom they had 

at least more reason to fear. 

About two o'clock on the Sunday morning, the mob 

having mostly mthdrawn, and comparative tranquillity 

being restored, the troops retired to their quarters, with 

the exception of a picquet of the 3rd dragoon guards, 

' left at the Mansiou-honse, and a picquet of the 14th 

L dragoons left at the Council-house, which were relieved 

I at intervals till between 7 and 8 o'clock in the morning 

f of Sunday, when Colonel Brereton ordered both the 

' picquets to return to their quarters. 

On this occasion. Colonel Brereton represented to 

' the Magistrates that the picquet of dragoons must be 

withdrawn, — that the troops vtere greatly fatigued, — 

and that the few remaining on duty only collected a 

Crowd, without doing any good. They were accordingly 

\ Sent off. Colonel B. wished the troops to be close 

I together, and the attendance of a Magistrate was re- 

1 qnested. One accordingly left the Square with the 

', Colonel, and Leigh's Bazaar stables were hired for 

I the troops, — the Magistrates agreeing to pay as for 

private horses, and all other horses were removed to 

make room for those belonging to the military. 
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The Nan-ative Las now reached the teimiiiation of the 
first day of the Riots. It will be necessary, however, 
before the cominencement of those of the succeeding 
day, to return, in order to gather a few circumstances 
and particulars which, though inipoitant, could not have 
been well introduced previously, without disturbing the 
clear account of the general proceedings. 

In the temporary absence of the Under-SherifF, be- 
tween six and seven o'clock in the evening, for the 
purpose of ascertaining if Sir Charles Wetherell had 
reached a place of safety, Major Mackworth, Aid-de- 
camp to Lord Hill, (whose personal narrative will be 
given in the Appendix) offered his assistance to the 
Mayor in organising the constables, which was readily 
accepted; they were accordingly sent out in parties 
into the Square and adjoining streets ; and in a short 
time nine prisoners captured by the civil force were 
safely conveyed to the Gaol.* Major Mackworth 
remained with the Mayor till two in the morning, 
and thus gives his testimony of the propriety of 
the proceedings of the Civil Authorities. "During 
this period the Mayor and Magistrates appeared 
to me to be using every means in their power to call 
out the citizens, and enrol them as special constables. 
When I quitted the Mansion-house, the crowd had 
nearly all dispersed, and I really thought the worst of 
the riot was over. The dragoons had hitherto only 
used the flat of their sabres." 



" The fact is, the cooEtables were not so disorganized as it would 
appear from Major Mackworth's statement. Many of them bad 
been on duty from eight o'clock in the morning, and had acted 
with great courage and proiJriety, and were then, ai the dragoon* 
had posseBBion of the street, tabiug some refreshment, their com- 
mander, tbeUiider-Sherifi', bang sent in search of Sir C Wetberell. 
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When the necessity of calling in the troops became 
I evident, two Magistrates made the best of their way to 
f the head-quarters of Colonel Brereton. They did not 
I find him there, and proceeded immediately to Fisher's 
etahles. But the troop of the 3rd dragoons would not 
move without the Colonel's orders. Shortly after, 
Colonel Brereton came in, when the extreme danger 
I of the B^corder was urged, and the order was given 
I to proceed to Queen-square, at a trot. On their 
I srriTal, " some of the rabble addressed the Colonel, but 
I ivhat they said was not heard ; the Colonel then look 
I off his hat and cheered, as also, fi-om a sense of military 
I etiquette, did the officer in command of the 3rd, and 
I some of the men ; but which condescending example 
I (says the military narrative in the United Service Jour- 
I nalj was not followed by the 14th." 

The houses in Queen-square having coiwts before 

I them, the mob took possession of these as secure places, 

from whence they pelted the soldiers. It was thought 

proper to clear them. One of the officers of the 14th 

had marked a respectably dressed person very active 

a giving orders to the mob, and pursued him into a 

I court, riding in after him. The man was very abusive, 

I and the occupier of the house came down and took part 

I inth the rioter, and joined in ordering the officer out of 

■.the court. In less than four-and-twenty hours that 

I house was burned to the ground. Such is the reward 

I of a relinquishment of manly duty, and the gratitude of 

i luflianB ! ! And such is the safety to his property that 

la bad citizen will ensure by bis base concession to the 

K demands of a revolutionary rabble. ^ 
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At every stage of the riotous proceedings, instances 
occurred which completely refnte the assertion, that the 
mob acted wholly from momentary impulse. The fact 
we are about to quote, shews that the mob were on 
the look-out for the means of revolutiouary resistance, 
against any attempt to counteract their operations, 
and that they had well considered the efficacy of those 
means. Captain Morley, of the trow Weekly Packet, 
of Stroud, states, that on Saturday, the 29th October, 
he took on board, ivith various other goods, a quantity 
of oil of vitriol : that about eleven o'clock at night, 
a number of men, most of them iTisfamen, came from 
Queen-square to his vessel, then lying on the Back, 
and demanded that he should deliver to them a carboy 
of vitriol. He addressed himself to one of the men 
whom he recognized as having been employed during 
the day in loading the vesse], and asked him what 
they wanted the vitriol for. He said, to throw over the 
horses in Queen-square (the 14th). The captain told 
him the vitriol was under the fore-deck, and that they 
could not come at it without discharging the trow. 
They said, as there was plenty of room right and left 
(meaning overboard) they would not be long unloading 
her, and were about to commence, when they heard the 
approach of the 14th, who were on their way to the 
Back to light the gas lamps which had been put out. 
They left the trow, and ran under the Market-house, 
and commenced throwing stones at the 14th. In the 
mean time, the captain of the trow found assistance, 
and hauled off his vessel to the midcUe of the Float ; 
and on the return of the scoundrels they could not 
board her. 
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It may be proper here to give some details of the 
escape of Sir Charles Wetherell. It will be recollected 
that the populace were prevented from firing the Man- 
sion-house by the timely arrival of the soldiers; they 
had obtained a short possession of the lower port of 
the house, and had tlironnt a quantity of stran into 
the dining-room and parlour, and were calling for 
lights ; — they were in such force that they had driven 
the constables to the staircase, which was raked with 
missiles from the front door and the side windows. 

It was now evidently the intention to make sum of 
their victim, by burning him alive within the Mansion- 
house. Nor were the ruflians deterred from the attempt 
by any consideration of destruction, in the same ruin, of 
the Magistrates and constables. The sacrifice was 
ordered. At this alarming crisis there was great eon- 
fusion, every one being aware of the imminent danger, 
[ and dreading a devouring enemy from whom no cxerdse 
I of courage could save them. The Recorder succeeded 
r in getting upon the flat roof of a portion of the dining- 
1 room, which had been added Co it for the purpose of 
I Increasing its size. Two other individuals had also 
P taken refuge there. This was a position of great 
[ danger, for there was apparently no means of exit, and 
r liad tlie moh then rushed in, they woidd all probably 
[liaTe been murdered. The Recorder challenged the two 
I persons, "All friends ?" " We bope all are friends here," 
J was the reply; " are you the Swordbearer ?" Sir Charles 
r readily made himself known to tbem. Looking upwards, 
I they observed a light, and one of the pai'ty with great 
difficulty climbed up, and seeing through a window in 
the next house a female in a state of great alarm. 
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he called to Iier, and enquired if she had a laddef 13 
Ihe house ; she replied in the affirmative, went away, 
and sliortly returned with the ladder; but here was 
another diifieidty,— the ladder could only be placed 
in a slanting direction, by no means easy to be ascended. 
But in this they succeeded, aud were now on the roof, 
that which there was a considerable drop to the stables 
which were at the hack. They, however, descended in 
safety; and endeavouring to get into the hay-loft bj 
breakui^ the window, the coachman was alanned, and 
ran out from the stable, thinking the rioters were 
breaking in. On opening the stable door the mob 
rushed towards it ; but tlie man prudently stepped in 
and closed the door. After some time, finding all 
quiet, he went into the hay-loft, and was told his master 
was there. The window-frame was soon taken out, and 
the party got into the stable. The mob at thia time 
had been driven from the front, and were in great 
number in Little King-street, at the back of the Mansion- 
house. After a while the coachman looked out and 
reported the raoh were diminishing. Upon thia Sir 
Charles effected an exchange of dress with one of 
the persons he had met on the leads, and instantly 
made arrangements of terms, suitable to his apparent 
condition, to be used towards him in the presence of 
the mob ; and thus, with a low familiar name, he left 
the stables with one of the persons above mentioned ; 
the other followed shortly after. At the end of King- 
street, they met a large party, which, by means of the 
dialogue before agreed upon, they passed without ex- 
citing suspicion. They proceeded along the Quay, 
over the Drawbridge, and arrived in safety at a honae 
on Kings down. 
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After remaining there a eliort time, Sir Cliurlea 
expressed g^eat anxiety on the Mayor's account, and in 
consequence left the house and retomed to the city ; 
be passed along the Quay, and remained in that quarter 
nearly two hoiu-s ; when, finding the mob were not dis- 
persed, and that the military were inactive, Le remarked, 
that it would be useless for him to wait any longer, and 
he rettu-ned to Kingsdown ; which he afterwards left in 
•a chaise for Newport. He arrived at Newport between 
two and three in the morning. It has been reported 
in the Papers that the innkeeper spoke disrespectfully 
I of Sir Charles ; but it would be iiijasdce to Mr. Giles 
to Buffer this account to pass uncontradicted. It has 
I not the slightest truth. The post-boys had informed 
the servants that it was the Recorder of Bristol who 
I had arrived. These acquainted Mr. Giles, who was in 
L ted ; he arose immediately. Sii- Charles sent for him, 
9 and conversed with him half an hour, nor was there the 
I lightest disrespect shewn. Sir Charles expressed his 
I fears that the distiu-bonce iu Bristol was more than a 
I common riot, for, added he, " I am not aware that I 
1 ever injured any individual in the city." 

It certainly is not a little extraordinary that the Press, 
I both in and out of London, as if they were in the pay or 
t ander the influence of those who contrived tlie riots, 
I should have taken so much pains to direct the public 
I odium against Sir Charles Wetherell. It cannot be 
I asserted, with any pretence of reason, that it was be- 
I cause he had said there was a " rc-actiou" in the public 
I opinion on the Reform Bill, for he was neither the first 
I or last that had made that assertion. Will that circum- 
L stance then satisfactorily accouut for the hue and cry set 
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Up aguiust him ? It was quite astoniBhiug to read ti 
parao;raphs in the papers and pamphlets a^^st the 
Recorder of Briatol; — they were the maniac howiings of 
demons after their prey, rather than the honest and 
wholesome strictures of an Enghsh Press, whose boasted 
libeity had not until then become the pander to the 
assassin. There is a mystery in this not yet explained. 
But conjectures are easy. 

Before finally closing- the account of the Saturday 
Riots, it may not be irrelevant to make one remark 
upon a charge so fi-equently urged against the Magis- 
trates, that they did not, in express terms, direct the 
troops to fire. Now it does not appear necessary that 
the Magistrates should point out in what precise way 
the soldier is to do Ms duty. It is sufficient if he is told 
to do it efiectually ; the mode must rest upon his dis- 
cretion, and his knowledge of the uses of his resources. 
But if the reader will bear in mind the communication 
of a Magistrate to Colonel Brereton, on his first arrival 
in Queen-square, that the troop must fire and put 
down the mob, and that this order had the Mayor's 
approbation ; and if he will bear in mind the remon- 
strances used to Colonel Brereton, and the enquiry if 
he had any other orders that forbad him the required 
use of the forces under his command, the charge will at 
once fall to the ground. And it is a wonderful incon- 
sistency that an accusation of this character should be 
levelled against the Magistrates by the very parties who 
were so loud against them for applying at all for military 
force. But in fact it should rather be asked, why were 
not the military called in, and to instant action, at a 
Tcry early stage of the riots ? — and why were the mob 
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I suffered such an atrocious indulgence as their advocates 
demanded and still demand for them ? But here, like- 
wise, let the candid reader bear in mlud the opposition 
that was given to the first application for the military, 
and the unusual restrictions imposed by the GoTenunent 
on the use of the means they so tardily gjantedjlet him 
recollect also the known scrutiny which the Govern- 
ment had so recently taken of Magisterial duties else- 
where, and the danger attending an energetic exercise 
of them;— let the candid reader bear all this in mind, 
and independently of the excnse which he will find in a 
natural and humane dislike to shed blood, he will be at 
no loss to justify and to applaud the proceeding of the 
Magistracy. It is a base and abominable cry that is set 
np against them, powerfid, because it is the work of a 
demon Press, and for the vilest of puiposes.* But it 
s hoped, even in this case, truth will prevail — and that 

I tbere will be a re-action more creditable to the public 

I feeling. 



* The envioug malignity of the Radicnl Press ngainst the Corpo- 
ration hai exceeded all discretionary bounds. The Bristol Mercury 
of the Ist Nov., while describing the horrors of the riots, and the 
breaking into the Mansion-house, treats a« a lndicrou» matter the 
uxposureof the kitchen : — " the meats turning at the spits, and upon 
the ranges the different saucepans, kettles, &c. bailing, unattended 
by a living soul." And then, forgetting the feast was provided by 

, the Mayor, (a reforming Mayor,) as an ot!icial necessity and con- 
dition, the virulent writer makes it a most serious charge of cruelly 

'. knd gluttony against the Magistrates, to make the people believe 
that they contemplated nothing hut the luxuries of a banquet. — 
" But the idea which, at the moment, so forcibly impressed us of 
the feelingaof the men, who, anticipating disiurbances ofimpnrtance, 
tuScient lo justify the calling in of tlie military, could, under such 
circumstances, contemplate tbe luxuries of a banquet, forbids us to 
enlarge upon the subject. We turned from the scene with disgust." 
The writer was not such a senseless fool as to have any such feelings; 
but it would throw contempt on the authority of the Magistrates, 
when that authority was most wanted for the peace of the city. 



THE BRISTOL BIOTS. 



KENEWAL OF THE RIOTS ON SUNDAY MOKNINU. 

, At about two o'clock in the morning of Sanday, when 
die greater portion of the mob liad withdrawn, ull the 
Iroops were ordered to their {quarters, except a picquet 
of the 3rd dragoons who were left to patrol the Square, 
Wid u pai-ty of the 14th protecting the Council -house. 

Three Magistrates sat up at the Maiisiou-housc the 
iVrbole of Saturday night, during which time carpenters 
irere at work boarding up all the windows and doors, 
ihich was completed by six o'clock in the morning. 
At day break two of these Magistrates were reUeved by 
jDlliers, but the Mayor still remained. 

Between seven and eight o'clock, Colonel Breretou 
arrived at the Mansion-house, accompanied by Mf^or 

[ackworth, and stated that the picquet must be with- 
drawn, as they were fatigued, and instead of being 
serviceable only tended to collect a crowd. They were 
Accordingly ordered to their quarters. 

The picquet had been no sooner removed, than the 
nob quickly came into the Square in great force. It is 
4lear that the greater part of them must have been up 
all night, for they come down in a body, as if some- 
where assembled and organi2:ed for instantaneous 
action. They immediately again attacked tbc Mansion 
.Bouse, tore down all the barricades that had been put 
ip during the night, obtained complete possession 
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of the lower part of the house, and then commenced t] 
plunder or destruction of every species of property it 
contained. It was now that the Mayor and one of the 
Sherifls with difficulty escaped over the roofs. The 
Mayor on this occasion showed considerable courage ; 
he hesitated even then to quit his post, thoug-h it nas 
no longer tenable ; and it was only on the remonstrance 
of Major Mackworth, who told him, though a soldier, 
that he thought it his duty to leave, that he was pre- 
vailed upon. Some constables made their escape at 
the same time. During the sacking of the Mansion- 
house, the wine cellars vrere forced, and a very large 
8 tockof choice wines fell into the hands of the mob. It 
was a prize not to be neglected, and the effects were 
Boon visible. Tlie intoxicated wretches in great num- 
bers ran or staggered through the more distant parts of 
the city, and this exhibition of their triumph drove fresh 
forces into the tumidt, and they rushed to the Square 
to the indulgence of intoxication and plunder. The 
furniture of the ground floor, tables, china, and glass, 
were thrown into the Square, and wine distributed and 
wasted. 

The Mayor and Magistrates in person immediately 
seek Colonel Brereton, order him to get out the troops, 
and, while the soldiers are saddling their horses, knock 
at the doors in College-green and on St. Augustine's 
Back, and call on the inhabitants to collect their ser- 
vants and neighbours, and in the King's name to aid 
and assist the Magistrates. The troops arrive in the 
Square, Colonel Brereton a their head. (On reaching 
the Quay they had opened their ranks and taken the 
Mayor and another Magistrate between the horses.) 
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The arrival of the soldiers gave a temporary check 
I to the proceediugs of the mob, part of whom mthdrew, 
I but soou returned and renewed their pcltiiigs, with 
I stones and other missiles. The Mansion-house was, 
I iowcver, retaken by the constables ; but the rioters, 
I expelled from the interior, tore away the iron-railings 
I in front of the house, part of which they employed in 
1 forming barriers across the roadway of the Square to 
I prevent the troops from acting, and with other portions 
I of it they armed themselves for purposes of intimidation 
I and violence. 

soon as the troops were drawn up, the Riot Act 

was read by Mr, Alderman A. Hilhouse, and many re- 

I'Spectably-dressed persons who were standing; near were 

['requested to go away immediately, as the troops would 

|-,'be direct«d to fire, and if they remained they must taJce 

the consequences. A second aud a third time the Riot 

I'Act was read, aud many women ajid children who were 

l.looking out of the ivindows of houses in the Square, 

[•were cautioned by signs to retire, lest Ihe shots sliould 

I reach them. Each time after reading the Riot Act the 

[ Ma^strate addressed the rioters, entreating them to 

h disperse, and representing the peril at which they stayed. 

t-^e then told Col. Breretou that the rioting must be 

V put down, and the Square (deared. The Colonel's answer 

■"Was, " the troops cannot aud shall not fiicj" they had, 

he said, been up all night — that the horses and men were 

much fatigued, aud were not able to contend against 

the mob — that if the soldiers fired, the moh would be so 

infuriated that they might overcome the troops, and the 

I'city he given up to slaughter — -that it would be better 

rto keep the mob in temper until tlie next momuig, 

I when a reinforcement of troops might be expected. 



9a 



THK BRISTOL RIOTJS. 



About half-past ten, Col. Breretoii conceiving; that the 
presence of the 14th, who had killed a rioter, as haa 
been shown, in Wine-street, irritated the mob, ordered 
them back to their quarters. They left the Square by 
the Excise avenue. Wbeu the front rank of the troop 
had come opposite the Hole -iu-the- Wall public-house, 
a mob of about five hundred, mauy of them armed nith 
Mansion-house iron railing, began pel ling the rear of the 
the troop nith brick-bats and stones, nfaieh made the 
horses plunge, and the Sergeant rode to the Captain, who 
immediately halted the men, and faced them about. 
The order was given to draw their swords, and three 
men charged down to the bottom of Prince's -street ; in 
turning, one of the horses fell, and three more charged 
down ; but the soldier having got up and mounted, they 
tamed round and re-joined the troop, who again pro- 
ceeded towards their quarters along the Quay at a foot 
pace. The mob, after the troop had passed the end of 
Marsh -street, ran down that street and through the lanes, 
and reached the Steam Packet Office, near the Draw- 
bridge, and having thus got before the soldiers, again 
commenced pelting. This was borue with the greatest 
patience and forbearance, and the troop passed the 
bridge. The mob rushed after them, and orders were 
then given to present pistols, but as there appeared 
to be many respectable persons on their wa to church, 
no order was given to fire. Opposite Denmark-street, 
about a dozen powerful fellows laid hold of one of the 
dragoons, and attempted to pidl him off his horse ; he 
drew his pistol and shot one of them dead ; the Captain 
came immediately to the rear of the troop, and faced 
roimd the rear rank. The mob gave way for a moment. 
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uad the troop proceeded. lu their way up St, Augiis- 

tine's-back about a dozen sliots were fired,* but the 

poldiere acted with so much judgment, that not an indi- 

Tidual was wounded that was not actively engaged in 

j>elting them. The mob ran through Han over-street 

and Denmark-street, and again attacked them at the top 

of Unity-street. The officer soon drove them down that 

ptreet ; and to their great astonishment bis horse went 

Up the Grammar School steps, and dislodged a party 

iwho were pelting from thence. From tlie centre of 

College-green they were again annoyed with missiles, 

pjid one of tlie dragoons was severely hurt ; but upon 

diree or four of the soldiers leaping the railings and 

hurdles, the mob ran like a flock of sheep. The 

Iroop then proceeded through the Green to CoUege- 

'Street, where they were again attacked, and four or five 

pereons were wounded ; after which they reached their 

qoarters. About a quarter of an hoiu- afterwards, 

party went down to the Boar's Head Yard, ivilh the 

^tention of attacking the stables, but tlie centinel fired 

8 carbine over their heads, and they all moved off. 

Boon after the retiring of the 1.4th dragoons to 

iir quarters. Colonel Br ere ton proceeded to the 

iansion-house, and stated to the Magistrates on duty 

!, that the 14th had again fired and must leave the 

The Magistrates remonstrated, that the city 

[ould be left defenceless, and referred him to the Mayor 

• Col. Brereton hearing the firing rode to St. Augustine's Back, 
_ id, near the church, spoke to the officer ; he then turned round to 
lh« mob, and told them the troop bad fired without his orders and 
be would take care there should tie a strict investigation, and that 
the; ibould leave the city. Cheered by the mob he returned to the 
Square. 
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and Magistrates at the GuildLall. On his arrival there 
he applied to tliose Authorities for tlieir sanction to the 
sending the two troops of the 14th out of the town ; but 
he was distinctly told they would not authorise or 
consent to this proposal; that if he sent them away, the 
act must be solely on his own responsibility. Having; 

I expressed his determination to remove them, they did 
not refiise to point out quarters. Soon after 12 o'clock, 
Colonel Brereton came to Fisher's stable yard, and told 
one of the officers that he must immediately quit the 

[ tity. Some explanation took place. When Captain 

[ Gage came in, he was told to leave the city immediately. 

I After a short conversation, he enquired where he was to 
go ? " Where you please, only get away," was the reply. 
Some person in the yard suggested Keynsham, where it 
was settled they should go. At this time there was a 
considerable mob in the street, and there being; tliree or 
four horses at the Bazaar stables, there was some diffi- 
culty about their joiuing; the rest of the troop. Col. B. 
expressed great anxiety about their going, and added, 
"You must trot out of town." The squadron left the 
yard followed by the mob. In Limekiln-lane one of the 
dragoon horses fell, the mob made a rush, and a few 
shots were fired. They proceeded down the Hotwell- 
road, round Cumberland Basin, by the new River, into 

f the Bath road, without further molestation. No troops 
ever showed more forbearance or acted in a more 
laudable spirit. Thus vicie jaded* troops sent to trot 
six miles ; yet to their credit be it spoken, they went 
with great reluctance. 

* Colonel B. admitted on the subsequent Court Martial, that these 
troops were fit for an; service. 
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After this, Colonel Brereton returned to the Square, 
itnd informed the mob that he had sent the 14th out of 
the city, and they exulted greatly at their success. 

The 14th hariiig left the city, it was virtually sur- 
rendered to a lawless mob. 

Soon after the arrival of the Mayor at the Guildhall, 
the following notices were issued and posted up in the 
Square, and other parts of the city; — 

" Council-House, Oct. 30, 1831. 
" Sir Charles Wetherell left Bristol at twelve o'clock 
" last night." 

" The Riot Act has been read three times. All per- 
" sons found tumultuously assembling are guilty of 
" capital felony." 

" By order of the Mayor," 
"Sunday, Oct. 30, 1831." 

, *' The Magistrates most earnestly entreat the aasist- 
" ance of their fellow citizens t© restore the peace of the 
" city, by assembling immediately at the Guildhall." 
" GuQdhall, Sunday morning, half-past ten o'clock," 

These were soon torn dowu, and the unfortunate 
bill-sticker knocked about. His kettle was taken from 
him, the paste thrown about, and the kettle forced 
upon his head, amid the laughter of the mob. A bill 
from the Bristol Political Union was also posted, and 
remained immolested ! 

Besides the public notices given above, the Magis- 
tratcB sent letters ajid messengers to all the Churches 
and Chapels, calling upon the Citizens to attend at the 
Guildhall. An express had been sent for tlie Dodding- 
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ton Troop of Yeomanry Cavalry, and others, and t 
following notice had been posted at the Bar of the Com- 
mercial Rooms : — 

" The Citizens are requested to meet the Magistrates 
at the Conncil-house, to assist them in suppressing the 
riotous conduct of the mob, and to restore peace to the 
city." 

Did the citizens obey these calls ? It appears that 
about 150 gentlemen attended, who, after some con- 
Tersation as to the means necessary to restore the peace 
of the citj, were requested to attend again at four 
o'clock, with as many friends as they could collect. At 
the adjoimied meeting it was stated to the gentlemen 
present, that they would have to be on duty all night. 
This was agreed to on condition that tbey should be 
supported by the troops ; but they expressed unwilling- 
ness to risk their lives if deprived of the aid of the 
soldiers. 

In the mean while the Square was rather the 
scene of brutal drunkenness than of riot, such as it 
had witnessed. One act of a revolutionary ten- 
dency was, however, exhibited. A person mounted the 
Equestrian Statue of William the Third, and fixing a 
tricoloured cap on a long pole (this cap, it is certain, was 
not hastily made,] pronounced aloud "the Cap of 
Liberty." A few soldiers were still drawn up in front of 
the Mansion-house, but tbey and the mob seemed 
little disposed to molest each other. The mob well 
knew that Colonel Brereton had sent the 14tb out of 
town because they had fired, and were quite indiflferent 
therefore respecting the 3rd, {or, as they called them, 
the red jackets,) thinking ihey would not act. 
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Hitherto the attacks of the mob had been confined to 
the Council-house and the Mansion -house. They had 
not yet completely succeeded at either of these points. 
It was now thought time to extend their operations. 

About one o'clock a large body was congregated in 

the Old Market- street, among whom many individuals 

were obseryed to be particularly active. About this 

time three respectably dressed men arrived in a gig at 

one of the inns in that street, as also two men in a fly, 

I ivho had come in on the Saturday in a Bath chaise. 

I After a long conference, the mob moved off in baste 

I towards the town. There can l)c but little doubt that 

r all their plans were now linaUy aiTanged, under the 

I mperintendence of these strangers. 
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BURNING OF THE PRISONS. — SUNDAY ATTERNOON. 

Soon after one o'clock the mob had very mnch in- 
creased about the Mansion-house, particularly on the 
Charlotte-street side ; and their attacks nere renewed 
with a violence that indicated a fixed detenaination to 
accomplish tfaeir deep-laid plan of outrage and incendi- 
arism. The windows of the banquetting-room were 
Boon dashed in pieces, as the prelude to more estcDsive 
destruction. 

In the course of the morning, the constables had 
apprehended a boy, who it appeared had been active in 
throwing stones ; but on the charge being investigated 
by the Magistrates, they were not satisfied that the 
evidence was sufficiently clear against the boy, and they 
accordingly discharged bim ; but, as it afterwards ap- 
peared, he did not quit the Mansion-house, thongh at 
perfect liberty to do so. The mob, however, seized upon 
the circumstance as a color to their proceedings, and 
there was a general cry of " rescue, rescue," " down with 
the house," &c. Upon this, a gentleman of the Socie^ 
of Friends told the mob, if they would move off, the boy 
should be released, and he went into the Mansion-house.* 



* During this occurrence a message was sent to the Magistrate: 
from the officer commaading the 3rd dragoons, then in the Square 
nqueiting to speak with them. One of them accordingly went tc 
fajm, when the officer told him that the mob wanted a prisoner, whc 
mit be ^Tcn up, or the force which he had would not be able tt 
B2 
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On cuinmiiiiicaliug the fact to the mob, that the boy 
had been released, they exiUted greatly, considering 
that theMagistrates had yielded through fear; andycry 
soon after a cry was raised, " now then, we will have 
the prisoners out of Bridewell." During this the 3rd 
dragoons and the mob were on the best terms. Wine 
was carried about in great quantities from the Mayor's 
cellar ; and soon after another body came down, and 
instantly the cry was " Bridewell." It was about 
half-past one o'clock a party of them proceeded to 
Bridewell ; ou their way thither they halted and broke 
open a smith's shop, in Nelson -street, where they pro- 
cured hammers, crow-bars, &c.,* and with these for- 
midable weapons they attacked the Bridewell. Mr. 
Evans, the keeper, had, on their approach, taken the 
precaution to shut the gates, and endeavoured, with the 
assistance of the turnkey and other persons, to resist 
the pressure against the gale on the Nelson-street side, 
which however gave way, and the whole space was 
instantly filled with persons. Mr. Evans and the turnkey 
were driven into the honsc-side of the Bridewell.t The 
mob first lifted the large gates off the hinges, and threw 
them into the adjoining river Froome,that they might not 
be closed upon them while engaged in further operations. 
They then began with their bars to open an old window, 

keep the mob in clieck, and that the constablijs had done wrong in 
causing excitement, by uselessly taking persons into custody. The 
Magistrate informed him that the prisoner bad long since beea 
discharged. 

* A quantity of biicks, accumulated for the purpose of new 
fronting a bouse in Bridewell-lane, fell a prize to the mob; about 
1,500 were taken for purposes of violence. 

f The prison and the keeper's dwelling-house occupied opposite 
■idet of a court, through which there was a thoroughfare by day ; 
at nijjht the gales were closed. 
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when Mr. Evans made his appearance with a blunder- 
buss, and gave notice he woidd fire at the first person that 
moved a stone. Thus they were kept at bay fnr about 
a quarter of an hour. The keeper by this time learned 
that the 11th dragoons had been sent out of the city, 
and seeing no hopes of assista.nce, he enquired of the 
mob what they wanted ; they replied, " release the men 
that were committed last nig-ht, and we will be olf." 
The key was handed down, and the prisoners were 
liberated. The keeper, his wife, and children, and som e 
other persons who were in the house, escaped over the 
roof; and in a few minutes after the mob had obtained 
possession, the buildings were set on fire. 

Soon after the attack upon Bridewell, a large party 
proceeded to the new Gaol, a very strong stone build- 
ing, erected only a few years ago at a great expencc. 
In their way they attacked the workshops of Messrs. 
Acraman. The following is g^ven as a specimen of their 
obedience to the orders of their leaders. After the door 
of the warehouse was forced, a respectably-dressed man, 
short and rather stout, in a suit of brown, and a double- 
frilled shirt, with three pearl buttons, came up, and 
taldng off his gloves ordered all but three men out of the 
Warehouse. These lie sent for two dozen sledge ham. 
mcrs, as many crow bars and iron wedges, and then 
directed the door to be scciu-ed. But on consideration 
he said, " we shall want some spanners to take off the 
nuts- get three pair, but mind I sliall expect all these 
tools to be returned !" 

The governor of the Gaol, having received infonna- 
tion of the attack, had gone to the Mausion-house, 
and was referred to the Guildhall. Here two Alder- 
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men, Mr. Hilbousc and Mr. Savage, having- coUecU 
about sixty citizena and constables, went with the 
govemor to the Goal. They found at the time of their 
arrival an immense multitude, not less, probably, than 
fifteen thousand persons about the Goal, and in fi-ont 
of tbe portal or entrance. The streets were filled 
with respectably dressed persons, hut none of them 
joined the Magistrates. This small party, with the two 
Aldermen, were instantly iimously attacked with a 
volley of stones and other missiles, and forced to 
retire — one gentleman was knocked by a brick-bat 
on the side of the head, and whilst down was struck 
with a pump-handle; — he was taken home insensible. 
The force of the mob was every moment fearfully 
encreasing, a dense mass had collected, and on the 
other side of the river, wherever the eye could range, 
thousands were in motion. 

Though the mob were in force at the Bridewell and 
Gaol at the same time, there was such evident concert 
in their operations, that the same system was pursued 
at each place, and many of the most violent among them 
were proved to have been active in both the attacks.* 

Messengers had in the mean time been sent to, and had 
found Col. Brereton, and told him that the Magistrates 
were gone to the Goal, and requested the troops to 
join them there. The mob first began their attack on 
the small door, which leads to the tnmkey's room, but 
they coidd make no impression ; they then attacked the 
large gates with sledge-hammers and iron bars — after 
some time there was a call for wedges, which were 



* Wiltiam Clarke and Patnck Kearnev were aTterwardi convicted 
of aubtlog in [be demolition of the Bridewell and Gnol. 
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driven into the lower part of the lar^e gates. As the 
splinters were thrown off they were cast among the 
people, and received with great cheering. After about 
three quarters of an hour's labour, a hole was made in 
the bottom of one of the gates, large enough for a person 
to go through, when a man crept in and drew the 
lai^e bolts J the gates being open the mob rushed into 
the yard and governor's house, and threw every move- 
able article into the New River ; as the tide was ebbing 
fast, all was carried off by the stream. The caravan 
need for conveying the prisoners to the Guildhall was 
launched into the water, and thither also were thrown 
the governor's books, and other property. 

They were in the act of releasing tlie prisoners when 
the 3rd dragoons under the command of Cornet Kelson 
arrived ; they had proceeded at a foot pace, and when 
in sight of Prince's-street-bridge, tiie mob ran in every 
direction. The soldiers rode up to the large gates, and 
one of them looked in. At this time not more than 
three of the prisoners had been liberated, and about 200 
rioters might have been secured in the Goal, by merely 
guarding the entrance. The gates were only partly in- 
jured, and could have been secured with ease. The road 
before the Goal having a !iigh wall on one side and 
the river on the other, half a score dragoons might have 
beaten off any mob ; had the soldiers then present 
about twenty in imraber, performed their duty, the ring- 
leaders would have been taken in tlie prison, and the riots 
might have terminated. On the arrival of the dragoons 
the turnkey and another person closed the inner gates, 
which secured the mob in the prison yard ; but at this 
critical moment orders were given to the soldiers to wheel, 
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who accordingly leturned to their quarters, the dragoons 
bolding- up their hauds as the mob cheered them. The 
officer ill command had received peremptory orders 
from Col. Brereton to use no violence, but merely to 
go to the Gaol and return.* The rioters aow thinking 
the city was entirely in their possession, shouted " the 
soldiers are with us." The prisoners (170 in number) 
were released ; many of them, male and female, stripped 
off their prison clothes, and went away almost in a state 
of nudity, the mob following them with exultations. 
The wretched man, Davis, who afterwards suffered for 
his crimes, gave many of the liberated prisoners money. 
Orders were then given to proceed " to Hill's-bridge, 
to stop the London miul." Dans took offhishat,pnt it 
on his umbrella, waved it, and cheered the mob, and 
eaid *'Now d — e ye, we will have reform— this is 
what ought to have been done years ago." The 
prisoners being hberated, the next step taken was that 
of setting the prison on iire; and a black handkerchief 
having been tied to the weathercock on the top of the 
porter's lodge over the gateway, it seemed to be the 
signal for commencing operatious; for immediately 
after, dense douds of smoke were seen to issue from 
every part of the building. The flames began to break 
out from the tread-mill, where the rioters had collected 
the straw of the wards and set fire to it — this burnt with 
fury until it was quite consumed. In about an hour the 
governor's house, over which was the chapel, was com- 
pletely ill flames. This was fired by Kearney and the 
party with him. 

• In hJ3 examination on the Court-Martial, Comet Kelson was 
asked what report he made to Colonel Brereton, on hii return from 
~ e Gaol. Hu reply was—" I taid I bad done what he told n 
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The benches in the chapel were rubbed over with a 
liquid, which the mob brought with them iu tins in their 
pockets ; and putting the bench es on their ends, the fire 
ran up to the ceUing. From the large body of wood in 
the upper part of the building the fire was very fierce, 
so as even to destroy the massive stone heads of the 
windows. Many attempts were made to fire the Goal in 
the wings, hut without success. They, therefore, set to 
work to demohsh as much as they could. Scarcely a 
pane of glass was left unbroken in the whole building. 
If so dense a mass as that here collected were not alt 
rioters, the shouts of encouragement were too loud to 
be mistaken, and indicated a citizen population willing, 
and rejoicing that the King's Goal should be burned ; 
I and "the King and Reform" were the common paas- 
I words used alike for triumph and security. 

About this time the President of the Political Union, 
I whose placard had given so much cncoiu'agcment to the 
I rioters, endeavoured by addressing the mob to quell 
I file storm. But when the mob become masters they 
I will not listen ; — when they diii listen, they took other 
1 lessons fi-om their lecturers than those of obedience and 
I peace. They now, seeing the city undefended by the 
I Boldiers, openly avowed their intention of burning and 
I plundering private property. One of the prisoners, who 
I liad been convicted of robbing Ms master in Mary-le- 
F port-street at the previous Sessions, on his being 
' liberated went to his master's house with a mob, and 
r demanded £20. After some time £10. was given him.* 
From the Goal a mob of about three hundred persons 
I proceeded down the New Cut ; — the main body halted 

■ Thu roan wb9 an Irishman ; aflerwardt epprehcoded \a Ireland, 
tried, and traosportcd for tifo. 



THE BRISTOL RIOTS. 



L 



opposite theBaltic Wharf gates, and about forty, head«t* 
by a respectable looking- man, tall and upright, advanced 
towards the Toll-house by Cumberland Basin, and 
addressed the party — " These gates were to have been 
down five years ago — not down yet ? — go it, my lads." 
About a dozen took the towing-path gate ofTthciiinges, 
and sent it into the river. The large gate followed. 
A rioter, a young man, then went to the toll-keeper, 
and told Mm to remoTe bis goods, while they were 
destroying the gates; these being disposed of, betook 
a quantity of oil and threw it on the floor, and 
also poured part of the contents of a tin case on 
the floor, and with fire from the grate set the whole in a 
blaze. The mob then took down the window shutters 
and threw them into the fire. 

While the toll-houses were bomiug, one of the 
ringleaders went to Cumberland Basin, and enquired 
what ships had come down that tide, and what steam- 
vessels were expected ? After a scrutinizing ex- 
amination of the Basin he returned. The mob had 
stationed some of their number along the line &om the 
toll-house to the Gaol, to keep up a communication by 
signals, in case of their being opposed and requiring 
reinforcements. 

The fellow who had eet fire to the Toll-house took 
off his jacket and dried it before the fire ; he remained 
a quarter of an hour, and boasted to tbc Collector, that 
he had bad " hard work at the prison, and got a wet 
jacket." In a short space of time, the toll-houses and 
gates on Prince's -street bridge were destroyed, and the 
ascending flames announced to tlie mob in other parts 
that the perpetrators were ready for their ulterior action. 
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At the Prince's-street toll-bouse, a North couutryman, in 
a fustian dress, enquired if all the things were removed. 
He soon went up stairs (the foot toll-house) and said, 
" I can wait no longer," sent the bed down stairs, and 
ordered all the people out ; in a minute this toll-house 
also was in flames. 

The next outrage committed was upon the Lawford's 
Gate Prison, at the eastern extremity of the city, in 
the county of G-Ioucester. But before following the 
mob on their errand of destruction, it is now proper to 
detail the proceedings of the Citizens and Magistrates. 
It will be recollected that the latter had taken much 
pains to induce the citizens to assemble in active defence 
of their city. While these disgraceful riots were in 
progress, about two hundred persons met in the Guild- 
hall ; the Mayor presided, and informed them that 
Bridewell was in flames and the Goal attacked, and 
intreated their most strenuous endeavours to restore 
the public peace. Some of the citizens present, as we 
have before stated, expressed their willingness to act, 
hut declined risking their lives unless supported 
by the military. On the arrival of Colonel Brereton, 
Mr. Seijeant Ludlow addressed him on the part and 
in tbe presence of the Civil Authorities, demanding 
in their name, and in the most imperative terms, 
that the squadron of the I4th dragoons should be 
recalled, and the troops be immediately employed for 
the restoration of the public peace, and to preserve the 
city from destruction. But every demand on the part 
of the Civil Authorities for the recal of the 14th dragoons 
and for the efTicient employment of the troops, was 
repeatedly and most peremptorily resisted by Colonel 




I 



108 



THE BBISTOt RIOTS. 



amatioD on the 



Brercton. There was a general excIamatioD i 
part of the assembled citizens that they were lost with- 
out the support of the soldiers. Many persons proposed 
plans, but, as is usual in auch cases, little good was effected. 
There was great confusion, much of which was probably 
created by the emissaries of the rebel mob, who mixed 
in these assemblies, to interrupt plans of combinatioD, 
and to give intelligence of their formation and intention. 
The general feeling was, that unless the troops were 
recalled the citizens would run into sure destruction or 
hazard, without attaining even a prospect of success. 
This meeting therefore broke up without coming to 
any satisfactory conclusion. After this, many of the 
gentlemen proceeded to the Council-house, to defend 
that building, while the Mayor and some of the other 
Magistrates went to the head-quarters of the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, to ascertain the places from whence 
troops might be obtained, and to confer with him on 
the best means of promptly procuring tlicm. It was 
here agreed that despatches should be sent to Lon- 
don, Gloucester, Cardiff, Bath, &c, and seven Post- 
Officc expresses were at once sent off. 

Whilst the Magistrates were Rnishing their dispatches, 
at the Colonel's office, a proposal was forced on their 
attention, by a person who re^juested an order to throw 
the contents of Mr. Hole's shop (the gunsmith's) into 
the river. The value of the anus was required ; and 
it turned out the stoci was worth £5000. It need 
scarcely be added — it was refused. Continually persons 
intruded themselves on these meetlnffs, and thus the 
mob were made acquainted ivilh whatever was pro- 
posed or doing. 
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Wliile the C'iril Autliorities were thus effective, in doing 

I dl that was left them to do, and remained still in delibeni- 

■'tion, the Vice-President of the Political Union, having 

vjeturned from his iruitlesa eadeavoiiT to prevail with 

lie rioters to disperse, stated to the Magistrates at the 

ICoimcU-house what he believed to be the iutention of the 

lob. He furtherproposed apian, 'whichfae thought would 

e crowned with complete success, that as the mob were 

tthe Gaol, the bridges shoidd be swung, and thus all 

tBtercourse with the city would be cut off. Such a plan 

uy have a very plausible appearance to those un- 

iquainted with the exact localities, especially when 

Ifcey are told that the mob were in an island. Such a 

1 may serve the purpose of fumishiug vulgar accu- 

on, and the flonrishing comments of a London 

kftdical Paper, who gloat over charges of selfishness and 

mbecihly in constituted Local Authorities ; — but in fact 

K was a plan altogether ridiculous and impracticable. 

1 the first place there are ten pair of dock gates, with 

A footpath on the top, which it was impossible to swing 

ile the water remained in the Float. There are also 

K swivel or (as they are commonly termed) draw-bridges. 

t appears, therefore, that swinging the gates, without 

|>strong party to guard them, (without soldiers, which 

rinsed) would have been worse than useless, — it 

Ipuld have irritated the mob, so great a crime in the 

^B of the Reformers, and have sharpened their wits 

9 feelings of revenge, as well as enmity. But besides, 

Hiere were between fifty and sixty boats on the Float, and 

3 ferries, and a numerous mob was on the Bedmiu- 

r side. The Magistrates, therefore, exercised a aoimd 

idgmeut in rejecting the plan. Nor was it a very 
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slight objection, that there was a vast property whtco 
would, eren by this measure, hare been left to the 
certain fiiry of the lioters. 

Thus we have shewn that although the Civil Autho- 
rities were acdve in the discharge of their duties, and 
a number of the citizens were ready to second tbeir 
efforts, the general belief that what soldiers were left in 
the city were become parti/.ans of the rioters, would 
have rendered nugatory the best arranged plan of de- 
fence. It had rained all the day, and about six o'clock 
the rain fell in torrents, and the Mayor and most of the 
Magistrates were wet to the skin. The Sheriff and part 
of the citizens remained at the Guildhall, between which 
and the Council-house a constant communication was 
maintained. But no suBicient force, either of citizens or 
constables, could be obtained to enable them to make 
any effective resistance. 

Directions it will be remembered had been given to 
the mob to stop the mail. They would certainly have 
effected their piu^ose upon the mall reaching Hill's 
Bridge, had not a small party of the 14th come down 
from the Bath-road, and threatened to charge them. 
The mail thus guarded passed the bridge and escaped. 

Other parties of the mob had engaged to demolish 
the Lawford's-gate prison. They proceeded accordingly 
down the Old Market, part of them turned down Glou- 
cester-lane, another part down West-street by Trinity 
Church to the Prison. They opened the iron gates, 
and rang violently at the door-bell. The turnkey opened 
the door and about twenty of them rushed in, collared 
the turnkey, and demanded his keys. In less than five 
minutes the governor's house was in a blase. At this 
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time none of the prisoners were released ; they were 
twenty-three, five of wlioui had come from Gloucester on 
Friday night. A hoy eoon made his appearance, and 
cheering called on the mob to knock off his irons ; — 
this being done, he ran into the prison and joined 
the rioters. Two respectably dressed men were very 
active in giving dii'ections ; one of them is 8U])posed to 
be the same person who issued the orders at the Cum- 
berland Toll-gates. On the prisoners coming out 
ironed, there was a general cry for the keeper, and 
the mob were so infuriated that they threw three of 

i pigs into the flames. Every part of the prison 
which could be burnt was soon in a blaze. They 
proceeded across the road to the New Inn, and a few 
of them searched the house for the keeper ; they 
threatened to fire the house, but Clarke stepped forward 
and without doubt saved the premises. Here they 
demanded refreshment, which was served to them. 
They then broke up the parish stocks, and went to the 
|jock-up -house in Penny well -lane, broke the door and 
'fostenings, and would have destroyed the place, but it 
a^oined the poor-house. Some of the ruffians cried 
, " To the New Church ;" but they were told that the 
Bishop's Palace must be firedjirsi.* 

The three prisons, in different quarters of the city, 
were all at the same moment sending into the air 



• On their way to Lnwford's Gale Prison, in going down Glou- 
cecter-lanc, they stopped opposite the premises of a respectable 
wine and spirit concern, and one of them said, " these are the leaders 
or the bloody Blues." Alter having fired the Prison they returned, 
broke open the premises, drank a large quantity of spirits, and then 
called for alight. The proprietors being universally respected, 
many of their neighbours had come down to their assistance, and on 
' lir attempting to fire the premises, came forward, and headed by 
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tbeir flashes of fire and volumes of smoke, an appalling 
Biglit to the iuLabitants of the city, now in consternation 
and dismay. Terror ran &om street to street, and the 
fearful addition of the inmates of goals to the rebel 
ruihans, created an alarm for the consequences of the 
approaching night not to be described. The worst was 
to be feared. The ci^ seemed given up to the lawless 
Insolence and outrage of the most daring villains. It 
iras about half-past six when Lawford's-gate prison 
was fired. 



two active men, drove them oEF. Gregory, who was aflerwardi 
eiccuted for firing a house, was active in this outrage at Lawford'i 
Gate Prison. At the top of the Old Market lie addressed the mob, 
fanvine a large bar in his hand, which he used to direct thern. Clarka 
VB3 also in this riot, and on hia way from the prison, called at a 
druggiflf » shop in West-street, asked for some money, and produced 
the Yevs of the Lawford's Gste Bridewell, and on leaving the »hop, 
tud " lam offfor the Palace." 
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kitchen g;rate waa put on the dresser, and a pile ot 
wood placed round it. Up-staire, the feather-beds were 
cut open, and live cinders placed within. While these 
operations were in progress, others of the mob were 
busy in plimdering and carrying off whatever was 
portable. 

The Mayor and Magistrates bad just returned to the 
Council'faoase from the office of Colonel Brereton, when 
they were informed that the Mansion-house was in the 
act of being tired : and at nearly the same moment infor- 
mation was received, that the mob, after firing Lanford's 
gate prison, were returning, with the intention of destroy- 
ing the Bishop'a Palace, and Berkeley-square, where one 
of the Magistrates resided. The Mayor promptly offered 
to head a party for the protection of the Maasion-house ; 
but after a short parley as to which of the places should 
be defended, the Magietrat«;3 determined upon directing 
every effort to save the Palace, and a messenger was 
accordingly sent to the stables to order the dragoons to 
meet them. 

About two-thirds of the gentlemen present left tbe 
Council-house with three Magistrates, in two divisions. 
The first party reached the Palace just before the great 
body of the rioters arrived from Lawfrard's-gate. Col. 
Brereton was in College Green with some of the dragoons, 
and they entered the Cloisters together. On going into 
ihe Palace their first business waa to put out the fires, 
which they effected, the soldiers, about sixteen, having 
formed in two lines, face to face, before the door. 

The mob ran in all directions, there being here a 
conflict. The constables struck some of the incendiary 
rufiians as they were coming out of the Palace, upon 
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ivhich Col. B, said, before the mob, that if the striking 
was repealed he would ride the constahles down 1 ! Some 
of the rioters retreated into the garden ; search was 
made for others, and some heavy hlows dealt. Several 
were foiuid concealed in the house, among them a lad 
named Warry, who had led the mob to the Gaol. There 
being no place of secnrity to which they could be seat, 
they were tied to large casks in the cellar. The second 
party of gentlemen from the Council-house were divided 
by the mob ; the constahles, however, proceeded ; but 
at the Deanery they found the approach to the Palace 
crowded with people. If they had attempted to force 
their way through this mass, and the dragoons had 
acted, they would have been equal sufferers with the 
rioters, for it was not easy in the dark and in a con- 
flict to distinguish iriend from foe. Of the party, 
however, who had succeeded in reaching the Palace, 
Bomewere in the garden and others in various parts of 
flie Palace, when they heard a great cheering, and it 
was soon ascertained that the dragoons had deserted 
fliem,* — they had moved away without any notice ; — 



*One of the charges against Col, Brereton, on hii trial b; Court- 
Hartial, embraced this portion of the lameDtable occurrences of 
Sundaj evening : " That about seven or eight o'clock in the evening 
of the 8^d Sunday, when the Bishop's Palace in Bristol bad been 
I attacked by the rioters, and the Magieirates had thereupon required 
the attendance of the troops to save the said Palace; and when, after 
the wd rioters had broken in the gates of the said Palace court, and 
had also forced the main door of the Palace itself; he, Lieut.-Col. 
Brereton, with a detachment of the Scd dragoon guards, under his 
immediate and personal command, entered the sud Palace court.and 
formed such detachment within tlie same ; nevertheless he, the said 
I^eut.-Colonel, remained in the said Palace court wiioJI]' inactive 
with the Biud detachment during the commission of various acts of 
outrage by the rioters, under his own eyes ; he, the said Lieut.- 
Colonel, refusing or omitting to comply with the application of 
cemunof the Bishop's scrrantK, ai wellaBofcertaiaconBtableSiUid 
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upon which fbe mob nicLde a rush to the court-j 
At this time ahont half the gentlemen were collected ; 
but few of them having arms wherewith to defend the 
Palace, it was agreed that they should charge the mob ; 
this they did with great resolution, and with their staffs 
gallantly drove an immense mob before them. It was 
very evident that so small a party could not hope to 
protect tiie Palace, or for any length of lime their own 
persons; some of them separated from the rest, and 
one going into the Lower Green was knocked down and 
stabbed in the back. The discharge of his pistol saved 
his life, and he joined the constables. They were 
ultimately dispersed by the mob, and many of them 
were very severely wounded. It cannot occasion siw- 
prise if this gallant party, finding themselves not only 
unprotected by, but in danger from the troops, and 
threatened to be ridden down by them, should be found 
declaring that they would not again risk their lives. 
Some of the gentlemen who were at tlie top of the 
house and in the garden escaped with great difficulty ; 
one of them, who bad shown great spirit and been very 
Instrumental in saving the Cathedral itself, was long Id 
imminent daneer. 



ottier persons there present, to afibrd them aseiEtance, in order^H 
check the outrages of the rioters, and to save the sacd Palace and 
the property therein contained; and on the contrary thereof he, the 
said Lieut.-Colonel, gave the most peremptory orders to the said de- 
tachment not to use any violence to the rioters, or to that effect ; 
and passively permitted certain of the rioters returning out of the 
said Palace, laden with its plunder, to escape, and at the same lime 
released, or caused to be released, certain of the said rioters, who 
had been apprehended in or about the said Palace, in the act of com- 
mitting outrages or carrying off plunder, and whom the persons 
apprehending them had consigned, or offered to consign to the 
custody of the said detachment." 
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Had Col. Brereton assisted this resolute party, they 
would have collected some weapons of defence, and the 
Palace would have been standing at this moment. But 
he left them, and without notdce, to the mercy of the 
murderous mob ! 

A third party of the rioters had passed up Broad- 
street, in their way to the Palace, They showed a 
desire to attack the Council-house in passing, but they 
knew the orders they had received must not be rfw- 
oheyed, and proceeded to the Palace.* 

Having met with some check by the resolute conduct 
of the little band, the mass of the mob showed some 
reluctance to attack the Palace again. The Lower 
Green was filled with their numbers, now amounting 
to some thousands — still there was a backwardness 
shown — a party was collected, and Clarke, after a short 
consultation, left them, and went into the Black Horse 
I pnblic-house with three sovereis^s in his hand, which 
^ be shewed, crying out " These are the boys for doing 
die work." About thirty of the rioters had refresh- 
, ments, for which they paid, and afterwards returned 
to the Palace. It is quite clear that money was given 
to the mob to urge them to outrage, 

They again entered the Palace in great numbers. 
The Bishop's butler, Mr. Jones, and Mr. Phillips, the 



* Oppoaite the Council-house, the word was given from the front 
[ of the mob, to " halt." Some Etonea were immcdiatelj thrown, axii 

a ditpoEition was evinced to attack thai building more vigorously. 

One of the rioters, however, exclaimed, " To the Palace." " Where 

[ Aen 7" aiked another. The reply was, " To give the Alderman 

[ a beneBt in Berkeley-square." This party again halted on St. 

Augustine's Back, and a consultation was held whether they should 
I Bomediately go to Berkeley-square, or first visit the Palace. It wai 
[ Bnallv settled by a tosi— " The Alderman or the Bishop {"—which 
IS declared to be in favor of the Bishop. 
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Subsacrist,* (both had shown great presence of mind 
during these trying sceues) and a few other persons, 
were driven oat of the house, and made their escape 
through Dr. Hodges' back premises into the Lower 
Green. The Palace was again fired and was soon in 
flames, and having in it a great quantity of wood, burnt 
with astonishing fierceness and rapidity. The great 
window of the Cathedral alarmingly reflected the awful 
blaze. The lead, which was very substantial, ran off 
the roof like water. 

While the Palace was burning, the mob kindled a 
fire in the Cbapter-Iiouse ;f but which, after destroying a 
considerable number of valuable books and records, and 
the collegiate seal, was fortunately extinguished, and 
the building preserved. They next attempted to break 
through the Cloister doors of the Cathedral, and appre- 
hensions were entertained that that ancient and venerated 
pile would fall a sacrifice. This would certainly have 
been the case had it not been for the presence of two or 
three gentlemen who happened to be near at the 
moment, and who by their entreaties and expostulations 
with the most active rioters prevailed on them to desist. 



* At the trial of Tboa. Beadall and James Sioims, for destroying 
the Palace, the Lord Chief Justice ordered jf 10. to be presented to 
Mr. JoneG, aa a reward for his spirited conduct in defending the 
Palace ; and the Dean and Chapter have presented Mr. Phillips with a 
handsome piece of plate, bearing the following inscription : — " The 
Dean and Chapter of Brittol to their Subsacrist, Mr. William 
Phillips, in testimony of their approbation ofhis conduct during the 
late riots. Dated Feb. i, 1838." 

f While the mob were pillaging the Chapter House, a gentleman 
ran off for sotne soldiers; he met about eight men of the 3rd at (he 
Drawbridge, but they relused to go witliout orders; they were not 
ap|)arently on duly, and were drinking out of bottles handed thetn 
by the mob, with whom they were coquetting, mapping their fingers, 
and saying "pop.pop." TiieTe was apparently the best |iitdsrBton(l> 
ing between them. 
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long the books destroyed in the Chapter-room 
was a large and valuable Uble bound in velvet, full of 
plates, and presented to the Chapter by Bishop Wilson. 
A sacriiegious ruffian knelt on the book as he lore out 
the leaves, and then with horrible execrations threw it 
into the blazing fire of the Palace. Tliis scoundrel was 
a membei- of the Political Union, and when taken had 
on him the V. P. badge, as constable. (He was trans- 
ported for life.) The Chapter-room bad a stone floor, 
and the walls being of old Saxon structure, with very 
little wood about them, they could not well fire it; but 
aa if to mark the attempt, they left there a quantity of 
combuetibies in cakes, of a dark brown colour. This 
substance was afterwards analysed. It muGt have taken 
some days in the preparation. 

During this attack, the door-bell of a fcouse in Trinity- 
Btreet was niug, and on the maid servant -opening the 
door, four men rushed in with a wonnded man. They 
ordered the servant to shut the door, and to get a cbair, 
a light, and some' water. The man appeared quite 
senseless ; — after remaining about ten minutes they all 
went away. 

While the mob were at the Palace, a gang took their 
statiiui at the bottom of Clare-street, near a gas lamp, 
ttni made every person going by put down his umbrella, 
that they might sec who it was. 

The inhabitants of Trinity-street, soon after the 
arrival of the rioters, observed a person walking up and 
down a gardtai adjoining the Palace. When the mob 
were beat off he still remained, and on their retui-n, 
wheo lights appealed in the windows he was heard 
coarwsiug with the rioters: " Have you done it ?" They 
answered" Yci-." His manner indicated great impatience. 
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It was about this time, when tlie Palace was burning, 
that the Doddiugton troop arrived in Bristol. 

On the Mayor and other Magistrates leaving the 
Council-house with the greater part of the force, in 
order to protect the Bishop's Palace, it was agreed that 
the Council -house should be put in the best state of 
defence. The Chamberlain obtained some fire-arms 
and a few swords. It was determined to defend it to 
the last. All the doors were closed to prevent a sur- 
prise, and some of the Magistrates remained to give 
orders. The messenger who had been sent to Captain 
Codrington in the morning, having afterwards proceeded 
to Tetbury for the Yeomanry Corps, on returning passed 
the Doddiugton Troop near Sodbury, and immediately 
ou his arrival at Bristol went to the Council-house and 
enquired for a Magistrate, but not being known to the 
door-keeper, he could obtain no satisfactory answer. 
He then went to the College-green, but could gain no 
information respecting the Magistrates there. Every- 
thing appeared in a state of great confusion. 

The messenger, who had been for the troops, seeing 
no chance of finding a Magistrate in the Green, the 
night being dark and the Palace on fire, retimied 
towards the Council -house. In the way there he met 
one of the Sheriffs, and informed him he wished to see 
the Mayor or a Magistrate. They went to the Council- 
house together ; the Sheriff being known, the side door 
was opened, and one of the Magistrates, to prevent any 
delay, went himself to the billet master, and gave him 
an order to prepare billets for the Yeomanry Corps, 
which was done, and they were signed by the Mayor. 

Capt. Codrington arriving at the Exchange, enquired 
for the Mayor, and shortly afterwards the Under-Shi 
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cune up, aiid accompatiied the troop to the ofRce iii 
College -green, where Capt. Codringtoii enquired for 
Col. Brereton, and observed to his men "that as they 
had ridden sixteen miles they had better put up their 
horses." Lieut. Mc Leroth stepped forward and hegged 
him to wait a moment, and he would try aud find Col. 
Brereton. On his return, h« stated that the Colonel 
was at the Palace, where Captain Codringtoii went 
to him. After remaining there some time, the troop 
accompanied Colonel Brereton towards the stables in 
College -street, which the Magistrates had engaged for 
troops in the morning. Mr. Fisher seeing the troops 
in the street, put lights in tlie stables. Capt. Codrington 
and Col, Brereton were engaged for some minutes in 
conversation, the subject of which has not transpired ; 
but immediately afterwards Capt. Codrington wheeled 
round with his troop, in the presence of Col. Brereton, 
and taking the Palace and tlie Exchange in his way, 
finally left the city. The Doddington troop consisted 
of about 40 men, and might have been employed with 
advantage, had Col. B. given them any orders, but he 
neither availed himself of their presence nor gaTe any 
directions for their employment or detention.* 



* It is much to be resetted, that,afterthegreat personal exertions 
uEed by Capt. Codrineton to muster his troop, and the laudable 
Bctivitf which his men displayed in turning out when they heard 
their services were required, they should, on their arrival in Bristol 
at a very momentous period of the riots, have been compelled to 
remain inactive, and even to leave the city. It is no small part of 
the delinquency that attaches to Col. Brereton that he neglected to 
avail himself oi' the assistance of this efBcient corps, after their Com- 
manding Officer formally reported hig arrival to him, and placed 
the troop under his military guidance. This breach of hii duty 
constituted the eighth charge against Col. Brereton on the Court 
Martial, and to which, on the day preceding his suicide, he offered 
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The circumstances nttending the arrival aud depar- 
ture of this Yeomanry Corps have been ^ven lit detail, 
because great blame has been Tery unjustly thrown upoB 
the Magistrates, on account of an inactivity the cause of 
which could not rest with them. After Capt. Codrington 
had reported himself to Col. Breretou, all difficulty 
should have been over. He had then no more to do 
with the Magistrates than any other soldiers equally 
under the commaud of Col. Brereton. And were not 
the Magistrates at their posts ? — if the Mausiun-bouse 
were the post of danger they were there ; — ^if the 
Council-house, some were there Ukewise. But, however 
they may be knocked down or dispersed by the rush 
of determined villains, there are those who are unrea- 
sonable enough, without procuring for them the gift of 
superhuman abihty, to dcmaud &om them a miraculous 
ubiquity. Nor was there any interval at which the 
Magistrates were not at their known public posts, 
excepting it be after they were driven irom the Palace 
to Berkeley-square; and if Berkeley-square was the 
next ol»iect of attack, it was not to avoid danger they 
fixed themselves there. It should be remembered, that 
the Mayor was separated from the large body of con- 



to plead guilty. The charge Blluded to was the roUowing : — " For 
that he, Licut.-Colonel Brereton, on the arrival in Bristol of the 
Doddington IVoop of Yeomanry Cavalry under the commaiid of 
Captain Codrington, on the said Sunday evening, tvhicfa arrival wbi 
reported to the said Lieut.-Col. by the aaid Captain in peraon, 
n^lected or omitted to avail himself (aa in his capacity of Com- 
manding Officer of the Troopa in Bristol it was his duty to do) of 
the services of the said Troop of Yeomanry Cavalry, or even to give 
any distinct or sufficient orders for retaining the same in the City, 
altiiaugh numerous houses and buildings in different parts of the 
City were then on fire, and although further conflagratiom were 
ihreatcQed and expected." 
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les on his way to the Palace . He, however, felt it to 
be bis duty to remain near the Green ; and knowing that 
the Maneion-house had been 6rcd, and that the Cooncil- 
botise had been put in a state of defeiice,he was compelled 
to go to some private residence. He was rrfiised 
admittance at two or three houses nearer tbe scene of 
destruction than Berkeley -square. Having no quarters 
left, he went thither, and on his arrival a messenger was 
sent to tbe Chamberlain at the Council-bouse Btating 
where he was to be found, and also a messenger to 
Col. Brereton to the same effect. Billets were at the 
same time sent for the Doddington troop to Colonel 
Brereton, It has been reported that tbe Mayor ordered 
tbe bearer of the letter to Col. Brereton not to say where 
he (tbe Mayor) was ; but the letter itself is the best 
denial to such a statement : — 

" Tbe Mayor of Bristol desires Colonel Brereton to 
" consider himself fully authorised to take whatever 
" steps, and give whatever orders, he, as the military 
" commander of the troops in this city, may think fit, 
" to restore and preserve, as far as possible, tbe public 
" peace. The Riot Act has been read three times to-day, 
" Col. Brereton will have the goodness to consider this 
" order to apply not only to the troops at present under 
" his command, but to auy which may subsequently 
*' arrive in the city, 

"Mr. Daniel Fripp's, No. 30, Berkeley-square, 
"Sunday night, 12 o'clock, 30th Oct. 1831." 



"The Mayor of Bristol begs to inform Col. Brereton 
' that if he should have occasion for the orders of a 
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" Magistrate, either the Mayor or some other Magistrate 
" will be fouiid at >o. 30, Berkeley-square, Mr. Daniel 
" Fripp's, the seeond house on the right hand on turning 
" into the Square &om Park-street. ^h 

" Berkeley -square, 13 o'clock, Sunday night. 4^| 

"This communicatiou is made to Col. Brereton,!* 
" consequence of Lieutenant M'Leroth calling at the 
" Council-house, and requesting to see a Magistrate; 
" Colonel Brereton was gone out when a call was made 
" at the StaflT station to inform him as above." 




FIRING OF QUEEN-SQUARE. 

The Narrative must now return to Queen-square. 
! After the attack on theOaol, the Square remained com- 
paratively quiet some hours. There was a mob about 
the MansioD-bouse, and although it was guarded hy 
9ix of the 3rd dragoons, there were persons continually 
and uninterruptedly leaving the cellar loaded with wine. 
The stock was very large, nearly 400 dozen. But when 
the other objects of the rioters were accomplished, and 
they were thereby enabled to send reinforcements to 
their ruffian " army of observation" in the Square, their 
fiirther intentions became evident. An attempt was 
made to set (ire to the back of the Mansion-house ; — 
tiiiis was comniimicated to the soldiers, and their aid 
entreated. It was refiised, on the plea that their orders 
confined them to thefront. 

There was an immense mob in the centre of the 
Square, as if waiting some signal for action. About 
four hundred persons immediately roimd the Mansion- 
house were now in commotion; four of them were seen 
going into the cellar under the kitchen. Two hastily 
returned and called for a light. One went up to a dra- 
goon and spoke to him — there was some parley, — on 
going away the fellow said, " Well, you will not fire." 
After waiting some ten minutes for a light, one of the 
party, (a strong-built bow-legged fellow, about 40 years 
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of n^e,] mounted the gas lamp, and lighted his candle? 
He then went to the cellar, and was joined by two 
others ; they remained down a short lime, and imme- 
diately on their coming up, smoke burst forth from the 
cellar. On the appearance of the smoke the party round 
the Mansion-house gave a cheer, which was answered 
by nine-t«nths of the people in the Square. They seemed 
DOW to exnlt m the sure accomplishment of their diaboli- 
cal design ; some rushed into the carriage-way, as near 
tlje house as the flames would allow, and with &antic 
gestures exhibited their extravagant joy. The con- 
stables, who were in the Mansion-hoase, (iuding it on 
fire, made their escape. As soon as the flames broke 
out the mob rushed into the building, and seized and 
bore away furniture of every description.* 

It was not long before the building was on fire in 
every floor, and so intent were the ruffians upon their 
work, that they were even seen at the bed-room windows 
destroying furniture, after all escape for themselves had 
been cut oif by the very flames they had kindled. In 
about half an hour the front of the building fell in with 
a tremendous crash, and from all accounts, at least 
twenty persons must have been biu-nt and buried in the 
ruins. At ten o'clock. Col. Brereton arrived with a 
detachment of the 3rd dragoons. During the burning 
of the building the tro<^9 walked t^eir horses quietly 



* There vai such prechion and maaagemetit among these robben 
uid ruffianB, that there was no confutioii in their plundering, no 
quarrel for the spoil, but it was liberally entrusteil to each other'i 
haodB, B> if on tome eysteraaiic plan. So well-directed were tbeir 
effi>rti, that a new giand piano-forte, which required six men to 
carry, wa« conveyed to Back-sireet, and eoM to a geDtleman for a 
trifle, who had followed for the lake of its pTeeerration, and removed 
it to a place of security. It was returned to the Mayor uninjured. 
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tdong the Square, wrapped up in their cloaks, to pro- 
rtect them from the drizzling rain that now fell, and 
used no exertion. After remaining about ten nunutes 
L quarter of an hour, Col. Brereton marched them 
all off, and from that time to ike following miming 
not a soldier was ordered to the Square, or the slightest 
b tfiort made by his Majesty's troops to check the des- 
l iructioa of public or private property. To use the 
tvords of Sir Charles Dalbiac, '* at this awful period of 
Sunday night, at a time when the cily seemed to be 
threatened with total destruction. Col. Brereton thought 
fit to retire to hia quarters, and to his bed \" 

The pictures at the Mansion-house were saved by 
the presence of mind of an individual. They consisted 
ef portraits, — of the Earl of Pembroke, as Lord High 
Steward, by Vandyke, an extremely valuable picture ; 
Duke of Portland, by Sir Thomas Lawrence; Dunning, 
Lord Ashburton ; Sir Vicary Gibba ; an admirable 
portrait of Edmtmd Burke ; one of George the Third, 

Iiiy Bird ; and others. These were cut out of their 
frames and rolled up. Mr. Henry Smith rescued one 
4f the state swords, and it was lodged in safety at his 
ihouae, which was indeed the depot for an immense 
Ipiantity of goods saved from the flames, and from the 
bouses of those who expected to be attacked. Mr. 
Btirroughs, of Cliftou, and other spirited gentlemen, 
were fortunate enough to carry off, concealed in the 
oiiks and boxes of some female servants, a quantity 
f money and other valuables, through the centre of 
B rioters, being allowed to pass unmolested. 
The rioters, infuriatfd with success, not now " irritated 
F constables," but in their best " humour," rushed into 
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the private <lwellin§;-liauses adjoining ; that notl 
niiglit be spared, they forced open the doora, broke 
the windows, threw out the furniture and valuables into 
the street, ransacked, and fired the houses one after the 
other, and hastened the demon-work by means of trains 
of turpentine and other combustibles. In several in- 
stances they broke through the dividing walls, and 
many of the infuriate and insensate mob perished in the 
flames. AU attempts to save property were now on 
availing; if the inhabitants could escape with their 
lives they considered themselves fortunate. Women, 
helpless children, naked, homeless, terrified, left the 
dreadful spot. At about the centre house between the 
Mansion-house and the Custom-house, a party of gen- 
tlemen had determined to defend the property, but the 
rioters entered from the roof of the adjoining house, and 
fired every room, and the party were compelled to retreat 
from the double danger. The rebel rioters were now 
divided into parties, each having its apportioned work. 
At the head of one was a man with a watchman's rattle, 
(he was one of those who had come from Bath in a chaise 
on Saturday.) Another had a bell. The plan appeared 
to be, that on attacking a house the rattle was sprung, 
when the persons belonging to the particular gang 
assembled iu front. A division who committed no vio- 
lence, bnt who examined the rooms for plate and 
valuables, first entered. They were followed by another, 
who removed the furniture into the Square ; then the 
Jiremen, accompanied hj boys with torches. The bouse 
was fired either with an inflammable liquid, composition 
balls, or an ignitible paste smeared upon the walla. The 
goodn were taken out of the house by one set, and 
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remoTed away by aiiotlici- ; these carriers were Diostly 
IrisJi. The gangH were arranged and iLeir labours 
timed. About every fifth liouse tite turn came round 
a^^n to the rattle. The fury of the flames will be con- 
jectured, when it is stated that the cellars of most of 
tliesc houses were rented as wine vaults, or for the 
liolding of bonded spirits, which tended materially to 
aid the confla^ation. 

The fire was approaching the Cuslom-kouse, when 

at a quarter before twelve o'clock a fellow came, and 

gave notice to " move out." There were more than 

fifty of the officers of the Customs assembled there, who, 

when they found the houses fired one after another, 

I thought it prudent to remove the books and more 

b^tduable papers, as also the plate, pictures, and other 

■ Property, which had been sentfrfHn the Mansion-house. 

j&t>oat this work of preservatioa the officers were very 

«Jj engaged when the notice was given. They still 

ilieved the building would not be fired, and it was 

ranged that no person should be admitted, and that 

then the mob came, the Custom-house officers should 

I be called down. These orders were obeyed — the 

ers «ame, and one of the officers addressed them : 

"This is the King's house, that good King ;" but was 

; interrupted by one of the mob-leaders, who ex- 

med — " D — n the King,— go it ;" and in a muiute the 

■all was full. The rush up stairs was very great, and the 

»b soon occupied every room in the house ; yat 

lere was no confusion amon^ them, each division 

; their allotted work. While some were breaking 

tpenthe desks, others were nailing up linen, smeared 

r with a kind of paste, which they carried in tiu 
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kettles. The window frames and large doors were 
served in the same way, and in five minutes the long 
room was in a blaze — at the same time others fired the 
lower offices. The upper rooms were filled with rioters, 
and many were on the roof, the mob fi-om the adjoining 
house having escaped that way. The Custom-house 
officers were extremely active, and with the aid of soldiers 
would have defended the building, but the mob came 
with an overwhelming force,* and the certain danger of 
the fire that was racing around them afforded little room 
to hope for seciuity to themselves or the house from 
fiirther resistance, and they were fortunate in being able 
to escape the fary of the conflagration, which in a short 



•It has been so often said, and insisted upon, in reprobation of 
the Autlioritiea, that a dozen men would liave prevented firing the 
Square, tlint it is worth vliile for a moment to direct attention to 
the fact, that here were fifty men collected, and willing to defend 
the Custom-house, yet were utterly inadequate to the task. Eye 
witnesses have declared that not 100 soldiers would have preserved 
the building. The mob were infuriate, without fear, prepared for 
every outrage, and in immense, organized force. And if at any 
time so lew as twelve men, or fifty, would have been able to preserve 
the city, — why could not the very parties, who now malie the asier- 
tion, provide the means ? For they will not pretend to say that the 
Citizens were then io ilt-dispused, that so small a number could not 
be provided. And it may be asked, — what did the thousands of spec- 
tators do ? In the pamphlet published by Mr. Manchee, & singular 
Btatemeat is made, and a motive ascribed, to account for the non- 
interference of the spectators, at least as far as it relates to the 
destruction of the Mansion-house: — 
"If the Mayor had presided at the last Reform Meeting, he would 
li llBve been popular with the people, and they would have attended 
L to his advice; but be had not attended, and the Reformer! would 
f »ay no attention." 

Mr, Somerton, on this point, states — " Up to the present moment, 

"^fac Palace, three Gaols, and the Mansion-house, being on fire, the 

b had been solely employed in the destruction of public buildinm, 

L Vud it would seem, from the non-interference of the Ihotaandt, who 

I share in the transaction, otherwise than as spectators, that 

V;till this time, their proceedings had been viewed with no very general 

eeling of dissatisfaction. A thrill of horror, however, ran through 
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I^me became truly terrific. It is supposed that not less 
thaa fifty of the rioters fell victims to the flames tliey had 
kindled in the Custom-house alone. To mention one 
instance only which occurred there — a large party of the 
mob sat down to supper in the housekeeper's room, and 
■were all burnt to death ! Three dropt off from the 
top, one of whom fell into the liquid lead on the roof 
of the portico, which was boiling and glowing with the 
intense heat, where he lay writhing; in tortiu'e, uttering 
dreadful yella and groans, until life was extinct. — 
Another of them was horribly bruised by falling on 
the stones ; and just before he died he exclaimed to a 
gentleman who ran up to him, " Oh that I had taken 

»my wife's advice ! — that I had never come to Bristol!— 
4ut I was persuaded aud sent for." On the roof falling, 
« person came through one of the end wiiidows and fell 
into the street ; he was dreadftilly burnt ; but a party 
of the rioters carried the body to tlie Royal Oak, in 
Prince's -street, tlireatening to burn the hou^je if the door 
was not opened ; this demand, after some time, was 
complied with, and they gave the mangled remains in 
charge of the landlord, saying they would call for it 
next morning. 

Having destroyed the Custom-house, the mob crossed 
a street, called the Middle Avenue, «hich separated that 



the inultitude, as soon as U became evident the rioters were firing 
the adjoining private houses." What ! was there a thrill of horror 
anljr then — and none at the dcitruction of public property, and that 
because the; were Reformers displeaMd with the Mayor.for declining 
to attend one Reform Meeting ! ! If these atalemenis be true, 
the Reformers appear in the character of applauding spectators, if 
not actors — and in the secret that pabiic buildings were to be burnt. 
It need not be asked why the Magistrates and Constables wer* 
unable to siippresi the riots. 

K2 
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building from tiie remaining section of the North e 
of the Sqnarc, and pursued, in the manner already des- 
cribed, their demon labours. The inhabitantn werr 
r Wdered, and short notice given for the piu^ose, to ^uil 
I their houses, which were then instantly plundered aitd 
burned. The same arrangements and prepared me^is 
before described were used, — the same sisals,— the 
same results. 
Some of the incendiaries, apparently not more than 
1 15 or 16 years of age, when their retreat from the 
Attic-floor of one of the honses had bee* cut off, and 
whilst the flames were bursting out beneath them, coolly 
clambered along a coping, projecting not more than 
twelve inches, and entering an adjoining house, imme- 
diately set fire to the bedsteads and fimuture; while 
many of the elder ruffiaiis gave themselves wholly op t« 
drinking and revelling in the scone around them. 

Having swept one whole side [the North) of the 
Square, the rioters proceeded to the Western, com- 
mencing with the ExciseXKfice, at the comer.* Thus 
the Custom-house, Excise-office, Customs' Bonding- 
warehonse, and houses on two sides of the Square, snc- 
cessively fell a prey to the flames, and presented at the 
same moment an awful spectacle. The quanti^ of 
spirits in the cellars greatly heightened tbelerrific effect, 
floiving in rivers of bnrniiig liquid. Two houses on 



• A fellow came to the home and demanded a shilling; at llie 
tame time the mob had broken into the side door, and the hoiMe 
was Boon in flames, Clarke was very active here. Soon after this 

wfl» fired one of the rioters proposed to go to Me«srs. , where 

one of the MsgistrateB had a quantity of aiigar. He was answered, 
^ we will take it in its turn." 
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the Western side alone remained, of two whole sides of 
the Square. It appears that the iumatea of these, profit- 
ing by the notice given at other houses, had removed 
all their furniture. The mob however, fired the premises, 
but as they had not the means of destruction, elsewhere 
at their command, of making a blaze by the aid of light 
furniture and drapery, the fire was extinguished by the 
activity of the inhabitants. 

At the house of Mr. Strong, a man got out from 
one of the drawing-room windows, and seating him- 
self, continued cheering the mob, shouting " The King 
and Reform." The house was on tire at the time, 
and the flames soon hurst out of the window. The 
fellow, overcome by the smoke, fell off, and was im- 
paled on the iron spikes on the court wall, where be 
remained some time, an object of mirth to the mob. 
He was at length released by some of the lookers 
on, but was severely injured. At Miss James's house 
a great quantity of combustible matter was used. Kayes 
(who was executed) was very active here ; he was seen 
to throw a preparation in powder on the shelves in the 
kitchen, and was applied to by a lad for some of this 
composition, which he gave hiui. 

Amid the crash of falling houses, the roar of flames, 
the volumes of smoke, the frantic gestures of ruffians 
brandishing and hurling their glaring fire-brands, 
plundering, shouting, and blaspheming, with walls, 
roofa, beams, and rafters falling around them ; in the 
centre of the Square, by the equestrian statue of William 
the Third, surmounted with a cap of liberty, were costly 
tables spread, and the revel of a plundered feast, with 
yell and imprecation, and wine and blood, was held 
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to celebrale this first Sabbath of Reform — of Revon^^ 
r tion.* Tliis was a night of suffering not to be described, 
r 'what with the agonizing fears of the infirm, the sitk, 
the helpless, the aged, the tender, the delitatc,t — the 
general alarm throngho-ut the citj', from the scenes of 
devastation to the more lonelj streets, — ^the horrors 

* Of die scenes of brutalltf that disgraced the area of the Square, 
it IE impotsible to conceive any thing like an adequate idea; and 
here we sicken at the reflection that, in very many inttances, ihe 
conduct of the females was markeJ, if possible, by even greater 
depravity than that which was observable in the males, Tbe 
obscenity of conduct and language was revolting to every feeling of 
decency, and outraged even the remotest resemblance to civilized 
RQCtety. In addition to the large stock of wines at the Mansion 
House, the stores in tbe cellars beneath the burning buildings con- 
tained an abundant supply to keep up the already too much excited 
feelings of the mob. Ardent spirits, also, were now circulating in 
profusion ; and these, together with the former, were pillaged and 
given away, or sold at whatever price purchasers could be found. 
In various places were to be seen fellows beside heaps of goods 
which they were putting up at auction. Among other articles, an 
excellent mabocany chair was put up for a shiUtng, the rufSan 
exclaiming, " will nobody bid a tizzy?" and, failing to obtain an 
offer, be immediately dashed it to atoms. In places adjacent, 
also, such scenes were by no means uncommon. In King-street, a 
fellow had a considerable quantity of furniture piled up in front 
of one of the houses at the moment when he was putting up a lot, 
a tea-tray and a metftl lea-pot, which he was ofleriiig at half-a-crown. 
In the Square, one of the heartless wretches offered what appeared 
a beautiful silver tea-pot, for a shilling; and prime feather beds, 
mahogany tables, and, in short, a variety of the most valuable and 
costly articles of furniture, were offered at the same rate. Two 
fellows rushed out from one of the houses, the one having in his 
hand the greater part of a cold leg of mutton ; and the one en- 
quired of the other if be had any bread; on being answered in 
the affirmative, they proceeded to seat themselves on the grass, 
swearing at the same time most awfully, and saying they would have 

a meal. At one spot, three of the incendiaries, who seemed 

exhauBted with their fatigues, were joined by two females, and 
seating themselves in chairiL, the whole group gave themselves up 
for awhile to refreshment Whiliit they were eating, and drinking 
wine, each one from a separa-te bottle, they revelled in delight at 
the scene before them. 

+ When a lady fainted away, on hearing the crash of the windows 
whicb announced the approach of the incendiaries, the ruffians 
ordered a gentleman wiio was carrying her aS) to let her stay and 
bo burnt. 
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anticipated from this " reign of terror," the prowling 
bands of thieves, the otitpouriiig of goals, the daring 
avowal of horrid purpose, Ihe repeated acts of inlimida' 
tion* — the curseSjinsults of drunken maniacs, the howl- 
ing, of savages bursting into tlie haunts of peace, of 
demons into the habitations of domestic (luiet,— the 
sacrilege, the plunder, the threats of fire, of torture, and 
death ; — these arc things that defy language ; these are 
the horrors which characterised the second of the 
Three Days of the Bristol riots. 

Before the night had set in, some hundreds of persons 
in Bristol and the parishes adjoining received either 
letters that the mob intended burning their premises, or 
Bome one called stating that be had heard the mob say 
that after burning the Palace, or wherever they then were, 
tliey intended visiting such and such identical bouse 
pr premises at which this notice was given. The houses 
if Anti-Reformers were principally thus threatened^ 
tut in the city nearly all the large manufactories and 
varebousea received notices. The effect was this — 
instead of collecting with the view of putting down 
the general riots, every person was kept at home to 
e his own property.! His books and papers 



riervi 
Whil 



, * While the firea were raging, four of [he riolers arrived at tile 
Ibok Tavern, in St. John-street, and ordered Mr. Merry to open the 
doon, and give them liquor, or tlie; would set hib house on fire. 
" D — n you," was their language, " give us some gin ! I^ook at the 
firei blazing, there ahoU soon be more of ihem." Mr. Merry was 
obliged to comply, after they had dashed in the window over the 
door ; and the four men actually drank three pints of raw spirits. 

't'SoDie few of the leading Reformers, who considered themselves 
secure, tendered their protection to their neighbours, offering 
their hoine» as places of safety for valuable property. One of these, 
having made such friendly oirer,was reminded tliat he had not been 
long an inhabitant ofhis present house, and that the /oif occupier wa; 
an And-Relormer. In an instant the boasted security wa^ changed to 
jtlariD and confusion. 



L 
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Were moved, and hia premises put in a state of detsii 
At some of the manufactories the steam-engines were 
charged, to play boiling water on the mob in case 
the premises sliould be attacked ; at other places, paving 
stones and bricks were coUecled on the roofs. 

Although the whole of the engines in the city wonld 
have been insufficient to arrestthe progress of the flames, 
the firemen belonging to the Insurance Offices were on 
the alert,* and prepared to make the attempt ; but so 
determined were the incendiary rufliiane to complete 
their allotted work, that they prevented the engines from 
fiipproacliing the scene of devastation, and threatened 
the firemen with destruction if they persisted. 

Never was the dawu of day looked for with more 
tntense anxiety. 



* In the afternoon, when the Bridewell was fired, the fitfl 
re deterred by the mob from reaching the etationi where the 

engines were kept. 
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ETKNTS OF THE THIRD DAY. — MILITARY OPERA 
TIONS AND SUPPRESSION OF THE RIOTS. 



Before day break on Monday the priucipal roads to 
the city were filled with countrj people, in parties of tens 
and twenties, most of them armed with short bludgeons,* 
On tlie Kingswood road they were in great nurahers.f 
The turnpike-gates and churches seemed particular 
objects of their hatred — at the Fire-Eugine-gatc nuie- 
tenths of the fellows threatened that they would bum 
the house on their return, and that every church should 
be levelled. 

On the Stapleton road among the numbers flocking 
in were a great many North country men, engaged in 
cutting the intended rail-way from Rodway-hill to Bris- 
tol. The Bedminstcr, Wella,]: and Bath roads con- 
tributed towards filling the city. In the mean time, in 
the parishes of St. James, St. Paid, St, Philip and Jacob, 
and St. George, parties of from ten to twenty went from 
house to house demanding money, and where none was 
to be obtained, took some other pliuider, and beat in 
the windows. 

*The; have been not inaptly compared to a horde of " wreckers'' 
on the tray to pillage a stranded vessel, 

f IE U due to B ver; numerous well-behaired body of men, — the 
Coal Miners of Kingswood, — to state, that in no instance did they 
leave their work, nor were they in anj way concerned in the riota. 

% Some travellers found a difficulty in pauine, and were generally 
told — " well, you shall pats this time, but you have rode long 
enough, it will be our turn soon." 
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At three o'clock on Monday morniug, the Mayor, n 
was still at Mr. Fripp's^ in Berkeley-square, wrote and 
dispalched the following letter : — 

" Bristol, three o'clock Monday morning, 
3l8t October, 1831. 

" Sir, — I direct you, as Commanding Officer of his 
" Majesty's troops, to ta.ke the most vigorous, effective, 
" and decisive measures in jour power to quell the 
" existing riot, and prevent further destruction of pro- 
" perty, " I am, he. 

" Charles Pinney." 
This letter was addressed to " Col. Brereton, or the 
Officer commanding his Majesty's troops." It was de- 
livered to Capt. Warrington, at Leigh's bazaar, by Mr. 
S. O. Goldney. Captain Warrington hesitated about 
opening it, but having at length done so, he observed 
tbat he could do nothing without a Magistrate, and 
should require one to go every inch of the road at his 
side. He added, that " there was a great screw loose 
somewhere." 

In the course of an hour afterwards, Mr. Alderman 
Camplin, accompanied by three or four gentlemen, went 
to Captain Warrington's quarters, stated to him the 
situation of the Square, and, on his authority, as one 
of the City Magistrates, required inititary assistance. 
Captain Warrington said the horses and men were all 
tired, nor would he allow them to go unaccompanied 
by a Magistrate ; and further, that the troops should not 
fire. In the course of the conversation, he said he had 
received a letter from the Mayor, but could not find 
Col. Brereton, to whom it was addressed. The Alder- 
man expressed his readiness to accompany the twenty- 
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five men of the 3rd dragoons, which Capt. Warrington 
said were all he could send, but the order of Colonel 
Brereton for their turning out must first be oblaiued. 
Captain Warrington, at the request of the Magistrate, 
accompanied him to the Mihtary Office, to obtain the 
required order. The office was shut vp ; but recollect- 
ing that liieut. Francis, of the Recruiting Htaff, resided 
in Unity-sti-eet, tliey went there. The Colonel was 
there, in bed.* Upon being roused, he resisted the 
calliug out "the jaded troops," as he termed them, 
"for whatcould they do against suchamob?" Hewas, 
however, so strongly m-ged, tliat at length he consented 
to order them out. 

The Magistrate collected about fifteen gentlemen, and 
after some time the troops came down to the foot of the 
Green ; the clock struck five as ihey entered Prince's- 
Street, where they found a mob of about 6 or 700 in 
front of a warehouse which was in flames. These Ihey 
charged through. The gentlemen and Magistrate 
reached Queen-square by Farr's-Iane avenue, at the 
same time the troops were entering. Tlie mob cheered 
the soldiers, shouting " The King and Reform." 

Part of the rioters had withdrawn on hearing that the 
soldiers were advancing ; others of them, rendered con- 
fident by their past impunity, remamed before Mr. 
Claxton's house, while a third party were engaged in 



* The Mayor of Bstli being informed that the 1 4th were at Keyn- 
tham, sent a gentlemaa to Capt. Gage. On enquirj' at Keynsham, 
he found the 14th were still under the orders of Colonel Brereton, 
and was referred to him. On arriving in Bristol, he viaa directed 
from the head-quarters to Mr. Francis's, and was shown into a bed- 
room, where he found Col. Brereton in bed. On communicating 
hisletter, the Colonel asked him," Are ihc riots still going on,— are 
they itill burning ?" 



J 
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battering llie adjoiiiiug house. The troops foniied two 
deep in front of Mr. Claxtou's. Col. Brereton, however, 
seemed to have much reluctance to act at all, and in 
the hearing of the incendtiiries, who crowded round, 
cheering and holding up their bottles of liquor to the 
Boldiers, expressed his opinion that nothing effectual 
could be done ; but Mr. Henry Smith assured Mr. 
Alderman Camplin, and the few other gentlemen who 
were present, that having been on or near the spot 
during the whole iiiglit, and being consequently aware 
of the scanty number of the remaining incendiaries, he 
would stake Ms existenc* upon the certainty of checking 
the further progress of the conflagration, by the trifling 
effort of clearing Mr. Claxton's house of the few plun- 
derers within it ; after which no other measnrcs would 
he requisite than those of keeping the street and courts 
clear in front of the houses upon the South side of tlie 
Square. Aftersomefurtherconsultation, Mr. Smith urged 
the soldiers to do their duty, and staled that the citizens 
present would support them. About a dozen gentlemen 
then entered, and found the house on fire in every 
floor.* The rioters retreated to the top room and fought 
desperately, but were overpowered, One of them jumped 
out of the window, some over the bannisters. The 
fire was extinguished without much difliculty.f 

*0n inspecling the house, it was found almost all the property 
had been stolen. One of the front bed-roonia, it was evident, 
had been fired by a ball thrown in at the window. The door 
of one of the garrets was found fastened, and was with difficulty 
farced open, wtien a man and a woman within knocked down 
the two first persons who entered the room. The man was soon 
disposed of, but the woman was moet furious and with great difltculty 



f If the mob had lired the East side of the Square, the effects 
would have been dreadful, bs a very large quantity of brimstone was 
stored at the back of one of thehauGes. Had tliii been ignited,U 
what extent might not suffocaCion have reached ! 
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Major Mackworth, Aid-de-Camp to Lord Hill, reached 
the Square about six o'clock, and joined Col. Brer^ou 
and the 3rd dragooiis. At this time the iiiob had 
separated into parties of twenty or thirty in different 
parts of the Square, and many were busily engaged in 
pltindcring the cellars. The soldiers succeeded in dis- 
persing them. Upon one of these occasions, a dragoon 
was wounded by a shot fired from the mob. 

About seven o'clock, Major Mackworth rode to 
Keynsbam for the 14th, who showed great alacrity 
in returning to a city from wliic^ it was boasted tlie mob 
Imd driven them- They were joined on their road by a 
party of the Bedminster yeomanry, under the command 
of Capt. Shute. The troop proceeded to Fisher's stables 
to feed. By this time a mai'ked change had been pro- 
duced in public feeling; — the troops which had been 
4reat£d with every mark oi popular indignity, ajid were 
finally sent away in obedience to popular dictation, wei'e 
received on their return with cheering as deliverers. 

It has been already mcntioiied, that expresses bad 
been sent to various stations for troops. At two o'clock 
in the morning the messenger reached Gloucester, 
where, it appears, reports had heen circulated that the 
14th had been driven out of the city by the mob, and 
■Aat tfie rioters were in complete possession of the town. 
Tery few of the privates had their clothes off; before 
ifte express arrived, their orfy wish was to be ordered 
40 the supiport of their brave comrades under the com- 
Inand of Captain Gage. 

M^or Beokwith, their commanding officer, im- 
mediately put Captain Congreve's troop in motion, 
•md biinself posted off for Bristol, where he arrived 
about seven o'clocJt. He proceeded at once to the 
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Council-house, and received a confirmation of the report ' 
that the squadron of the 14th had heen sent away, and 
the city had hecn throughout the night the scene of 
unresist«d riot and conflagration. Major Beckwith 
then urged the necessity of a Magistrate accompanyintr 
him on horseback, and expressed his confidence in being 
able to restore order. He was informed that there 
would be some difficidty in getting a Magistrate to 
charge with a troop of dragoons ; that the Mayor and 
senior Aldermen* might well excuse themselves from so 
arduous a duty; and that a junior Magistrate would 
hesitate ere he iindertook so serious a responsibility ; 
but the Major was assured that wherever the presence 
of a Magistrate was required, one or more would be in 
readiness to afford the necessary authority and responsi- 
bility. After some further conversation the Major left the 
Council-house to reconnoitre the state of the moh, and 
to ascertain if any means had been adopted by them for 
the purpose of impeding the operations of the troops. 
On his return, he required and received a written 
autborityt to employ whatever means he might judge 
necessary for the restoration of order. 




*Oneofthe Magistrates having on tliisoccBBioD stated that he had 
Dot been on honeback for twelve years, even th'a trifliDg circum- 
Etance has been made the raoEt of, and nialiciousty circulated aa 
the reply 0/ all. It is well bnovrn, that several of the Magistrate* 
are io the constant habit of riding into ihe city every day. The 
Alderman who made the ubservation alluded 10, had iugt returned 
from the Square, where he had acconipanied the 3rd dragoons, and 
bad been active in resisting Lhemub; snfGcient proof this, that he 
was not desirous of avoiding personal conflict with them. 

f At the Court Martial on Captain Warrington, Major Beckwlih 
mdmitted that at the time when he requested written instructions for 
Jii« guidance, he was not aware of the letter ot the Mayor, dated at 
S, A.M. on Monday morning, directing the oflicer commanding hii 
Majesty'! troops to take the most vigorous, effective, and deciaiTS 
his power to quell the existing rli 
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The period was now arrived when, for the first time, 
a determined rcsistauce was to be made to the savage pro- 
gress of the ruMan horde ; for though the return of day- 
light, aud a demonstration of deep indignation which the 
events of the two preceding days could not fail to have 
excited in the minds of well-disposed citizens, had pro- 
duced a temporary cessation of mob-violence, they had 
leen too much emboldened by their revolutionary suc- 
ees8 to leave any part of their work unfinished, as long 
UB they were imopposed by an organised force, backed 
■■^ih an unyielding soldiery. 

M^or Beckwith, for the purpose of executing the 
important commission entrusted to him, proceeded to 
Fisher's stables, to order out the troops. He had 
scarcely entered, when intelligence was received from 
the ruins of the Bishop's Palace, that a body of the 
rioters had beateu off the persons left to protect the 
contents of the cellars, and were carrying off the wines. 
The troops were accordingly ordered to the Palace- 
yard, where the mob felt the effects of the sabres, and 
were soon dispersed. At this moment a demand for 
military aid arrived from the Square, where the mob 
were actively carrying on the work of plunder. The 
Major, having left a guard at the Palace, marched his 
division to Queen -square. 

On entering by the Excise Office-avenue, the 14th 
Spread across the Square, and headed by the gallaut 
U^jor and Capts. Gage and Musgrave, they singledout 
the rioters with much discernment, and dispersed the 
mob; about ten or twelve were cut down round the statue 
of William 3rd. The troops followed the mob to the 
Back, and although not absent many minutes from the 
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Square, tlie killed and wounded were in the mean time 
all carried off. They charged in separate paities down 
the Back, through the Square, and along the Grove 
into Prince's -street, Major Beckwith had a very narrow 
escape, at the head of five dragoons. A fellow threw a 
wine bottle with all his force. The scoundrel was in- 
Btantly charged hy two dragoons ; he took refuge in a 
court, but was followed by a dismounted dragoon who 
euthimdown.* A atrongpartyofriotershadasserabled 
near the Excise -avenue, and on the coining up of the 
dragoons attacked the constables posted a»oss King- 

k street, with a view of forcing a passage ; but tlie con- 
stables kept their ground, and many of the rioters were 
cut down.t While the dragoons were in Prince's -street, 
a. large body of country fellows came down from Batburst 
Basin, having overpowered the constables at the Bed- 
minster Bridge. On Bome soldiers coming up, the 
constables, several of whom were much cut and wounded, 

■ rallied, and from that time held possession of the Bridge, 
and prevented any of tte mob from the West entering 
the city. 

A party of the 14th charged up the Back. On the 
mob reaching the steps by St. Nicholas' Church, they 
began to pelt, as in a place of security; but to their 
astonishment, one of the officers gallopped up the steps 

I into the Market and pursued some fellows into a shop. 
At the end of Marsh-street, a man who attempted to 

, catA at the bridle of one of the dragoons, had his head 

I completely severed from his shoulders. The troops 
then charged up Clare-street, Corn-street, Wine-street, 



* He wBi tent to the InBrmary, and recovered, 
f One roan had a cut whicli took off his noee and his upper )q 



■ upper I^^^H 
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Peter-street, and Castle-street. In the latter the moh 
were still in great numbers, and very riotous, and a large 
body of them turned into Castle-green with an intention 
of again assembling in Queen-square. A party of dxa- 
goons rode up Cock and Bottle-lane, charged them, and 
thus defeated their plan. They ran in all directions.* 
A very powerful man at the end of Castle-street had been 
actively cheering the mob, urging them to lieep their 
groiind, at the same time pelting the troops ; he was 
singled out by a private, who with a back-handed blow 
cut off his head. This helped to intimidate the mob, who 
were by this time quite subdued, — not a word was said 
about firing turnpike-houses or pulling down churches, 
which they had threatened should be the next step in the 
march of revolution. 

It is impossible to speak in too high terms of the 
exemplary conduct of the troops engaged in this arduous 
but necessary duty. Their operations were decisive ; for 
in less than an hour the city was delivered from the 
dominion of as desperate a mob as ever aided the pro- 
jects of pretended patriots, — of real revolutionists. 

In order to render the operations of the troops 
eETectual, the aid of the citizens was indispensably 
necessary ; and to ensure an union of effort, tlie Sheriffs 
had, early in the morning, appointed a Deputy in 
each of the twelve Wards, with powers to call out the 
posse comilatas. These gentlemen accortliugly pro- 
ceeded from house to house, and in the lOiig's naBe 
called on the inhabitants to repair to their respective 
parish churches, to be enrolled. About five thousand 



•OneoFthe loldieri broke two swords, and not having a chance 
afmthird, used his tcebbard, and did good execution with it. 
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promptly obeyed the call, anil were each provided v 
BhoBt staff, and a badge,* to distingnish tHem from the 
mob.t The naval a.nd military pensioners, to the 
number of about two luuidred and fifty, were also called 
out, andCaptaiii Cooke, of the North Gloucester Militia, 
very handsomely volunteered to organise and command 
them.t Thiscombinedforce, sufficiently nimierous to be 
of most essential service, were stationed in different parts 
of the city, with instructions, immediately as the soldiery 
had charged through any street and dispersed the groups 
of the disaffected, who were lurking in all directions, to 
gnard the avenues, and prevent their re-assembling. 
This duty was effectually performed, and with the 
utmost regularity. Parties of constables were also 
posted at the different avenues in the neighbourhood of 
Queen-square, for the like purpose. The Magistrates 
suggested the propriety of every one, not engi^ed in 
assisting the military, keeping within doors, at the risk 
of being exposed to iuimincnt peril ; for as the sfaops 
and warehouses were shut, and business wholly sas- 
pended, there was no excuse for any individual being 
found in the streets, unless employed as a special «on- 
stable, ill which character he was easily recognised by 
the military, from the linen badge, The assertion, 
therefore, that " respectable persons walking the streets 



• A strip or white linen, tied 
f About teD o'clock the Political Ur 



id the arm. 

assembled on the Ex- 
verj scanty, and their appearance by di 



Aange ; their numbers » 

means such as would become "National Guards;" nor does i 

appear to what quarter of the city they afterwards retnoveJ. 

J A charge has been made against the Mayor for not having earlier 
called out the Pensioners, as recommended by Major Mack worth. 
The recommendation was nothing more than an incidental mention 
of it at a dinner party the day before the Recorder entered the ci^> 
It was made neither at a time or place to give it importance. 
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6ii business," and " sober and industrious men going to 
tlieir work, were seriously wounded," — is mere ficljgii — 
an ebullition of radical spleen. 

Having effectually cleared tb^ streets ajid the Square, 
and placed the city in a state of security, in care of 
ibe posse comitatus, tbc troops retired to their quarters, 
with the exception of patroles, wbo were despatched 
in every direction to scour the vicinity of the city, 
^ne of these, having returned about three o'clock in 
the afternoon, reported that the rabble, driven from 
the city by the cavalry, were robbing people and plun- 
dering houses on the Bath road. The men were again 
immediately mounted, and Captain Congrcvc's troop 
Jiaving been left, with the troop of the 3rd dragoons, 
on the bridge, the remaining squadron proceeded 
at a quick pace along the Bath road. It came up 
with the rioters about four miles from Bristol, instantly 
dispersed them, and captured some, who were lodged in 
' tiie CouncU- house. By this movement tranquillity was 
restored to the neighbourhood, as it had previously, by 
similar means, been secured to the city, which avows 
itself to be under the deepest obligations to the 14th and 
their active and intelligent commander. 

The streets were patrolled* by strong bodies of the 
citizens during the day, and presented, in conjunction 
with the military, sucb a formidable appearance, that not 
a rioter was seen, nor was there, throughout the city, 
any further outrage. 



*The inhabitanta of St. Mary Redcliff aod St. Thotnat iiad 
pBtroUed the Btreets during the prec«ding night, and ttopt a great 
quiniity of plundered goods. 
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To repel aii}' attack which mi^ht have bee 
agaisBt the shipping in the port, the crews were mustered, 
and so exasperated weie they against the proceedings 
of &e mob, that had such an attempt been made, the 
rioters would have met with a warm aiid unequivocal 
reception. 

In the course of the day the following placard was 
issued by the Magistrates : — 

" CouncU-house, Bristol, Oct. 31, 1831. 

" The Posse Comitatus of this city and county having 

* been called out to act in conjunction with the military, 
. " to endeavour to restore the peace of the city ; and as 

' the most severe measures must be adopted to accora- 

* plish that object, the Magistrates earnestly caudou all 
■' persons, not engaged in official duties as constables, 

I " to keep within their respective dwellings, as they will 
" otherwise be exposed to the most imminent peril. 

" C. PiNNEY, Mayor." 

In order to counteract an attempt, which it was 

apprehended might be made by the rioters, to cut off 

I the gas, andthrow the city into darkness, the Magistrates 

f issued the following notice : — 

" Bristol, October 31, 1831. 

" It will be of the utmost importance that the inhabi- 

'" tants should place lights in the windows of their 

" respective houses as soon as it becomes dusk ; and the 

" Magistrates again earnestly entreat that all persons 

" will strictly confine themselves within their respective 

I "dwellings. " C. Pinney, Mayor." 

I The suggestion was very generally adopted ; and the 

"intention, if it had been entertained, was not carried 

into effect. 





At various hours during the day troops were pouring 
iiilo the city. When those under Capt. Congreve (they 
arrived in Bristol ahout twelve o'clock) reached Hor- 
field, on their way from Gloucester, they observed 
the road crowded with fellows, who instantly took to the 
fields right and left, and ran in every direction. These 
were a. part of the rioters who had left the city in con- 
sequence of the charge of Major Beekwith, and who, 
probably, thought the 14th dragoons bad left Bristol 
by another road, with a view of intercepting them. 
Captain Wilkins arrived about eleven with the Bath 
Troop of North Somerset Yeomanry Cavalry. When 
he received an express irom Bristol on Sunday after- 
noon, he immediately rode into Bath. On bis going 
L to head quarters, the White Hart, the mob broke into 
9 the house, dashing in the doors and windows, and did 
[ considerable damage ; in consequence of which serious 
I riots were apprehended in Bath, and the Magistrates 
I were obliged to keep the troops during the night. This 
I attempt of the Bath mob to prevent the soldiers going to 
I Bristol, to interfere with the mob there, shows clearly 
I that they acted in union.* 



• At Balh, therefore, as well as at Newport, there was efidently 

tmoDg the mob a kindred feeling to that which was so acCivelj' in 

Meration at Bristol. The following account of the out-breaking io 

ne neighbouring city is estracled from the Salh Clironicle of the 

L >d November : — 

1 "Inconsequence of the dreadful state of atfaira in Brislol, the aid 
f tf the Bath Troop of North Somerset Yeomanry had been requested 
I.Id the first mentioned city. Captain Wilkina, of Twerton, the 
I Commander of ihe Troop, having gone into the city in regiraenlals 
I to assemble his men, was followed by some low characters, viho 
y txpreucd their duapprobation of Ihe traopi going to Briilol, for their 
\ vxiendfd purpose. Capt, Wilkina then went to the White Hart, 
E whither he was followed by an increasing mob, who greeted him with 
r all kinds of opprobrious execrations. U wai in coin that he atiempied 
t to eoncUiale the populace hy letting them thai he wot a Reformer, 



« 
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Part of the Betlminster troop of North Somereet 
YeoiAanry were under urms on Saiiday, and {as has 

thai he was compelled, a» a matter of duty, to go to Bristol ; — they 
huuled that he should not go thither, and on his reFusing to accede 
to their wishes, they began to show symptoms of more serioui 
mischief. Some of the more daring among the mob endeavonred 
to follow him into the White Hart, and the doors of that ebtahlish- 
ment having been ihut, an attack was inmiedialely made upon the 
windows, which were demolished without mercy. Intelligence was 
of course immediately sent to the proper authorities. The exertions 
however of the police officers were sufficiently required at the 
Guildhall, whicii was seriously threatened with attack by targe 
bodies of vagabandt, who had assembled in front of the building, and 
amused themselves by occasionally breaking the windows of the 
Hall. Aa it of course required adequate notice to get a sufficient 
force of Epecial constables together, the blackguards in front of the 
White Hart had sufficient opportunity to glut their appetite for 
destruction. Not satisfied with breaking the windows, at about s 
o'clock a number of the mob proceeded to a fagot-pile in the Upper 
Bristol Road, and possessed themselTes of formidable bludgeons, 
with which they returned to the scene of their former outrage, and 
demolishing the shutters of several of the lower windows, some of 
them efiected an entrance into the premises. Here, however, they 
met with a warmer reception than they had calculated upon ; and they 
were obliged to make a precipitate retreat. — During the attack 
upon the premises Captain Wilkins disengaged himself from bis 
unirorm, and adopting the prudent step of disguiiiing himself, left the 
house by theback door. A gentleman then appeared on the balcony 
in front of the hotel, and told the crowd that the Captain had left 
the house; but the intelligence was disbelieved, and the mob in 
return for his information, insulted him with a shower of stones, 
which induced him to seek his own safety by a speedy retirement 
into the house. By this lime, however, the Magistrates had sworn 
in about 300 special constables, who immediately began parading 
the streets, and soon took many ot the rioters into custody. — 
Tranquillity was soon in great measure restored, though the streets 
were not properly clear till nearly two o'clock in the morning. 

" On Monday morning the civic authorities took efficient steps 
to prevent the recurrence of the disturbance of the preceding 
night. Large numbers of special constables were enrolled in the 
early part of the day ; and at 3 o'clock in the afternoon a Meeting 
was held at the Guildhall for the purpose of concerting measures 
for preserving the public peace. — The worthy and respected Mayor, 
George Kitson, Esq. addressed the Meeting in a bold, manly, and 
energetic manner, and af^cr deprecating the outrages of Sunday 
night, proceeded to suggest a plan for the future preservation of the 
peace, which after some obscrvationii from the gentlemen present, 
was adopted." 
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been ali'eady stated) joined the 14th on Monday. They 
were ordered to patrole between Prince's-street-bridge 
and the new prison. The Yeomanry being pelted 
by a party of rioters who occupied a narrow passag;e 
near the Bathurst Hotel, one of the troop imme- 
diately galloped into the passage, seized a rioter in 
each hand, and backed his horse out, dragging his 
prisoners witli him from their place of faiicied security. 
Captain Sbute was witness of this transaction, which 
would have done credit to a veteran soldier, and to mark 
bis approbation of the conduct of the private, be pre- 
sented him, on the following day, with a handsome sword. 

Capt. Esuourt, with the Tetbury troop, arrived in 
Bristol about twelve o'clock, having left Tetbury at an 
early hour. They were ordered to St. James's Barton, 
and remained under arms all night. Their arrival 
enabled the MagiatratcB to guard that approach to the 
ci^, and to keep quiet that populous district. 

Captains Tugwell and Lock's troops of the North 
Wills, &c. arrived before dark. Col. Homer with two 
more troops of the Somerset Yeomanry arrived, and a 
troop from Wells. These, after feeding their horses, 
were ordered part to Queea-square and the remainder 
to the Old Market. The citizens are under great 
obligations to the Lord laeutenant of the County of 
Somerset. An officer of Yeomanry, of which theMarquis 
of Bath is Colonel, had been in attendance at Bath the 
whole of Sunday and Monday morning, and the Mar- 
quis lost no time in forwarding all the troops in his 
neighbourhood. 

About eight o'clock in the eveniuga body of the lltb 
regiment of foot, who had arrived by the steam-packet 
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from Merthjr, and landed at Shirehainptoii, marched 
into the city. Col. Love, commanding the reserve com- 
panies of the 11th regiment of foot, at Cardiff, as soon 
as he had received a dispatch from ihe Mayor, at six 
o'clock on Monday morning, hastened his departure,* 
and the march to Neivport was performed at the rate of 
four miles an hour. 

On landing at Shirehampton, Col. Love wrote to the 
Mayor lo annoimce his approach, and stated that he 
should march to Clifton, and wait there for orders. 
On receipt of the letter, a Mag^istrate immediately went 
to Clifton in order to accompany Colonel Love into the 
city. But the night being dark, the regiment, on Durdham 
Down, passed the turning to Clifton, and came straight 
to the top of Park-street, leaving Clifton on the right. On 
entering the city by Park-street, the Colonel ordered the 
drums to strike up, — in an instant the sashes in every 
house were up, and the inhabitants hailed the soldiers 
with enthnsiastic cheers. This force, with the former 
accession of troops, and the determined spirit of resist- 
ance which had by this time been aroused among the 
inhabitants, struck terror into the disaffected, while it 
tended to streugtlien the reviving confidence of the 

" Rioters and Revolutionists understand each other well. The 
mob at Newport, in sympath; nich their friendtL ia Bristol, attempted 
to prevent Col. Love leaving that place in a steam-pocket oF which 
he had taken possession. A regular attack on the soldiers was pre- 
pared ; but a lew signilicaiic tpords and more signilieant signs on the 
part of the commanding officer, denoting a warm reception, deterred 
them. Having vainly attempted to cut the hoatadriftilheir fury found 
vent in curses and execrations, and wishes for the sinking oFthe vessel, 
lest their revolutionary confederates in Bristol should be interrupted. 
They attempted to intimidate the soldiers by crying out " Where are 
your cofBns?" It may be fairlj asked of the Reformers, if SIrC, 
Wetherell was the cause of the riots in Bristol, what had be to do 
with the rioters in Monmouthshire P 
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I. citizens. The troopB were stationed iii different parts of 
I die squares and streets, and tlie approaches to the city, 
I and parties of the constabulary force (comprising as we 
■ have before said nearly all the respectable inhabitants) 
I perambulated their respective districts in numerous 
I todies. 

At an early hour on Monday the Marquis of Lansdowu 
■JTode into Chippenham, having heard a report of the riots 
Ein Bristol. He immediately seut off a dispatch to the 
f Secretary of State, aud also wrote to Captaiu Starkie 
I of the Melksham troop. Lord Andover of the Malmes- 
Ibury troop, Captain Calley of the Marlborough, Captain 
I^Bmith of the Ranisbory, Captain Locke of the Devizes, 
l.and Capt. Phlppsofthe Chippenham troops. Although 
jflie services ofthesetroops were limited to Wilts, Dorset, 
Band Hants, they immediately volunteered, and before 
^gbt the Marlborough and Malmesbury troops had pro- 
dded on their march, but favourable accounts being 
;eived on Monday evening they were ordered not to 
[HTOceed. The city and the country are greatly indebted 
D tliem for their promptitude. 
The express sent by the Magistrates to Portsmouth, 
I reached that place at nine o'cloclc on Monday morning ; 
Ijiuid shortly afterwards a telegraphic dispatch was re- 
l;$eived there from G-overnmeut, directing that a division 
I of the 52d regiment, which had just landed from North 
i America, should be conveyed in a steamer to Southamp- 
l.ton, and thence proceed with all expedition to Bristol. 
rSir C. Campbell, the Governor, was inspecting them 
I when the despatch arrived, and at foiu- o'clock they were 
I all on board the Conference ste<imer. 

A brigade of Artillery, with a supply of ammunition. 



I 
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under Mi^or Walcot, were ordered (as soon as the 
accounts of the riots reached Govemment) to proceed 
with all speed from Woolwich, The forced march was 
efiEected with characteristic rapidity. The presence of a 
single piece of artillery at an early stage of the riots, 
would probably have had a decisive effect. Had the 
riots continued, Bristol would have been shortly sur- 
rounded by an immense military force, as directions had 
been sent by Government, (who expressed in the 
strongest terms their determination now to put down 
the riots) to Woolwich, Portsmouth, Dublin, Water- 
ford, Cork, Pembroke, and Plymouth, to march troops 
with all expedition on the disturbed quarter, and frigates 
were ordered to Kingroad, in the Bristol Channel. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 



SEARCH FOR PLUNDERED PEOPEHTY. 



Tuesday was principally devoted to searcliing after 
\ plundered property. The Exchange was appointed 
i a receptacle, and the mass of ftiriiiture of every 
[ descriptioa — beds, wearing apparel, tables, linen, glass, 
I plate, &c. &c. collected there dnring the day was truly 
[ astonishing. Some of the Chiu-ches were appropriated 
[ to the same purpose. In Host-street upwards of two 

waggon loads of furniture were found in one house. 
I Marsh -street, St. James's Back, the Dings, and in 

iact almost all the lowest and dirtiest parts of the 
t town were filled with plunder of various descriptions, 
[ though a great deal was hastily destroyed, when it was 

known a vigilant search was begun. In one of the 

streets, a well was found stuffed with fiimiture of all 
[ descriptions, soaked with water. Numbers of indivi- 
) duals were found in the greatest state of intoxication, 
I with bottles of wine under their beds ; and many of 
L diem were taken into custody on suspicion. On the 
I person of one man was found upwards of two hundred 
I pounds in money, supposed to have been taken from 
I the Custom-house, and another dirty ragged fellow had 
1 his pockets filled mthsovereigna.* Niunberless are the 
I instances in which property wa.s thus found, but the 

quantity lost baffles calculation. 

* A fellow wag apprehended at Birmiagham, having a quantity of 
I viluable lilver place in his poasessiop, which had been itolen 
1 Briitol during the riolt. 
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The following bill was issued by the Mag;istrate 

I Wednesday :— 

"Council-house, WedacBday, N^v. 2, 1831. 
" The Magistrates most earnestly desire that all 
" Persons will avoid assembling in crowds in different 
" parts of the city, as such assemblages are likely to 
" promote disturbances, and interfere with arrauge- 
' ments now making for the recovery of properly and 

! " detection of offenders. 

"C. PiNNEY, Mayor." 
Nnmerous anecdotes might be collected, and incidents 

I of some interest ; but the detail at any length would 
carry the narrative beyond its strict historical object; 
a few, however, may be slightly mentioned. Of the 
rioters who perished many were pierced through the 
body. One man who had climbed a tree was saved 
by an officer, who would not allow that he should 
be cut down in cold blood. In digging ont some rnins 
in the Square, a wretched man was found dreadfidly 
mutilated. He had fallen into one of the vaults in a state 
of drunken insensibility, and when dug out, was found 
to have had one of his arms burnt off above the elbow. 
He was however alive, and immediately he was released 
roseup and walked away. On searching a house in 
Marsh-street, an Irishman was found ^tfing by the fire 
in one of the upper rooms, severely woiuided by a sabre cut 
on the shoulder, which had separated the flesh from the 
bone down nearly to his eJbow. The paity offered to send 
him to llie Infirmary, but he refused, although the 
wound had not been dressed. In a comer of the same 
room lay the bed, and on the searchers going towards 
it a woman begged they would not disturb it ; but, after 
some parley, a rug covering was removed, and j 
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discovered a dead man, having a cut across the forehead, 
and the woman admitted that the deceased was her 
husband. , 

The number who perished in these riots has been 
variously estimated, and must alivays remain matter of 
doubt, from the natnrc of the Iransactiong in which the 
guilty sufferers were ena;aged. It is generally helievf^, 
however, that not less than five hundred lost their lives, 
either by being burnt to death, intoxication, or the 
swords of the military. The Infirmary reports 8tal« 
about one hundred to have been admitted into that 
Institution ; but as these patients were of course^efoM*, 
it is presumed that few cases comparatively were taken 
there, and that the greater part were privately conveyed 
home. 

There is one incident, which, as it became the 
snbject o{ judicial scrutiny, and is of itself of great 
importance, affording proof of that malignant spirit 
which is so active in persecution of gentlemen who do 
the duty of good citizens, that it has been considered 
advisable to withdraw it from the narrative of the course 
of events, which it would have impeded, unless passed 
over, with too much haste. It has, therefore, here a 
separate place. The fidl particulars will be foun^^ 
the Appendix, fo " the trial of Captain Lewis." — 
This honourable man and exemplary citizen promptly 
obeyed the call of the Magistrates to quell the riots, in 
the capacity of special constable, being himself a native 
of the city, to which, after an activ^and honourable life in 
the service of bis country, in every quarter of tlie globe, 
he had retired. He had been resident in Bristol fifteen 
years — universally respected and beloved. Bound to 
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it by uo commercial tie, with a feeling that does him 
^eat credit, he preferred, like a truly good citizeti, 
expending the revenues of an ample fortune in the 
city of his birth, to the alluremejits of places of more 
fashion and pleasure. The unfortunate occuiTCnce may 
be thus briefly stated. Captain Lewis, after having felt 
the ferocity of this " good-natured mob," when he was 
acting as special constable, having been knocked down, 
trampled ^on, and in some danger from injuries 
received, arms himself with pistols for self defence. 
He is collared by ruffians whom he might have shot; 
but out of humanity staid his band while holding the 
I pistol. In this state his arm receives a violent blow, 

^^ the pistol goes off, and ^n unfortunate boy is shot. 
^M It may, perhaps, be asked who were the real prose- 

^M cutors of Captain Lewie, and from what pockets did the 

^B funds come ? The only person who appeared at the 

^M trial as prosecutor, vras a person calling himself 

^M Edmonds, a perfect stranger to the city ! Was there 

^H here a conspiracy to persecute to death ? Let sus- 

^H picion fall where it may, it does not belong to this 

^^L narrative to cast so foul a stain on the characters of 

^^^^^^^ any, as to direct such suspicion. The culprits will bear 
^^^^^^^ ni^u their bosoms to their last hour the consciousness 
^^^^^^^ of a sin of the deepest dje, and the sure punishment of a 
^^^^^^K disappointed malignant rancour. 

^^^^^^B The conduct of the Bishop of Bristol was worthy that 
^^^^^H excellent and pious Prelate. He had been advised not 
^^^^^^B to attend at the Cathedi'al on Sunday morning. The 
^^^^^^P ruffians had sufficiently marked all who had voted against 
^^^^^^ the Bill ; but he was a good and pious Bisliop, and that 
^H was an additional oifeu«e not to be pardoned. Reports 
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of the inteution of the mob to destroy the Cathetlral 
and tlie Palace had loi^ preceded the actnal outrage. 
But no dangsK could deter thia excellent Prelate from 
his religious duties. He replied, when iirged to remoTe 
from the city, or at least to absent himself from the 
Cathedral, "I (bank you for your Idn^ con si deration 
of my person, but I am to regard my duty to Gsd, 
and not the fear of man. It shall never be said of 
me that I turned my back upon relio;ion." 

On tlie Sunday evening his Lordship left Bristol, 
and therefore escaped the fury of the rebels ; for there 
18 but small reason for expectation that those who did 
not spare the Sanctuary would have spared the Priest. 
Most valuable property of the Bishop was either plim- 
Ted or burned in the flames. The ruffians wilJi the 
cry of " Reform, the King, and no Bishops," in tlieir 
mouths,. unflcrtook to "set his house in order" for 
him ; and in their hands it soon became a heap of 
smoking ruins. The Cathedral iudeed was providentially 
saved ; yet that the crime of sacrilege might not be 
wanting, the b'eantiful private chapel was broken into, 
plundered, and fired. When we think of the atrocious 
acts — the throwing the insultingly-mutilated bible into 
the flames — the scoundrel mobs with their blaspheaing 
howling and banners, their breaking into and firing the 
Palace, tearing down the carved work of the chapel as 
tael to the flames, and this too on the Sabbath day, 
and bear in mind the threats and words of the 
wretched Davis, thiit " in ^f weeks there would 
not be a church standing in the land," — who is not 
forcibly struck with the description of the enemies of 
Qod, in the 74th Psalm? — "Thine adversaries roar in 
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the mid^t of thif congregations, and set up 
ners for tokens. He that hewed timber afore out of 
the thick trees, was known to Bring it &> an excellent 
work. But now they break down all the carved work 
r thereof with axes and hammers. They have set fire 
upon thy hol^ places, and have defiled the dwelling 
place of thy name even unto the ground. Yea, they 
said in their hearts, let us'make havoc of them altoge- 
ther." By nie mercy of a protecting Providence we are 
as yet spared the awful conclusion, — " Thus hare they 
burnt up all the houses of God in the land." 
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PROOFS ^F AN EXTENSIVE CONSPIRACY. 

Having completed au account of the transactions of 
the ever-memorable Three Days in Bristol, and seen 
something like a restoration of order, if not of internal 
peace, the Narrative may be considered as having 
reached a resting place, &om whence it may not be 
ouprofitable to look back ; though the sight fill ns 
with dismay, as that which struck the Patriarch of old 
when he beheld and " lo the smoke of the destroyed 
cities went up as the smoke of a fmiiace." A useful 
lesson may be drawn from the survey. Here is an 
ancient, a great, and populous city, in part sacked and 
burned by an infuriated mob. The smoking ruins of 
public and private buildings tell a tale of disgrace, that 
affects the national character. The suffering is indeed 
contined to Bristol ; but neither the disgrace nor tlie 
moral is local. If the view be sickening to the mind, as 
frightful to the eye, — reflect, that these riots may have 
saved what is a million times the value of the whole 
city, the Constitution of England,* 

Here was a vast population in commotion. Countless 
citizens unable or unwilling to defend the person of the 
King's Judge ; — the King's Customs and Excise, the 
Public Gaols, whose ruffian inmates were to be let loose 



It will be evident to tije reader, that the above was written 
. before the com^ilotion of ihc tyranny Esgainst the Constitution. 
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upon some premeditated horrid work, — ^the Maiisiofl! 
house of their Mayor, the Palace of their excellent 
Bishoj), the private dwellings of ejected inhabitants, 
against whom not a shadow of a charge could be 
brought, — all plundered and biu-nt to the ground ! 
It is unparalleled in history. Cities have been sacked 
and burned by foreign enemies, and the wretched 
citizens honourably buried in their rains ; but here, did a 
band of patriot ruffians for two days triumph in outrage 
unchecked ; and the ill-disposed of the citizens looked on 
in apathy, in sufferance, and too many in approbation. 
7%e^ thought it was the first step of a revolution, 
Trhich a wicked press and a singularly unfortunate coin- 
cidence of evil circumstances, under the sanction of an 
insane Government, had led them in a strong delusion 
to desire. They saw in those flames the triumph of 
the Black Book of the Press, of Reform, the downfall 
of a tyrant Aristocracy, of a grasping Religion, of an 
odious local Authority. They saw in those flames the 
cancelhng of bonds that stood against them, remission 
of taxes, annihilation of public debt; they looked to a 
golden liarveat of revolution the lying prophets had 
promised, and tliey suffered the work to proceed. Nay, 
the boasted Political Union, that they might not be led 
by their better feelings to interfere, were ordered to their 
own homes, when (hey should have saved the homes of 
others. And in this their abstinence, thus keeping their 
hands from every good acorh, they helped to paralyse the 
inhabitants by the assumption of the power and dignity 
of ofiice ; the authority of a " Council," which the timid 
naturally enough magnified into a legislative body, dele- 
gated by a combination too extensively formed, and too 
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matured in their plaus, to resist: ; wliose very insolence 
was strength, giving formidable encouragement to the 
mostabandonedwretches, and unnerving the arm of many 
a legitimate defender, who, whel^her true or false, would 
conceive this outrage sanctioned by a "Council." 

It was a base malignant faction within, that rendered 
the population disaffected, and the plotters and revolu- 
tionists saw it was a fair scene fortheir experiment. It 
failed — and England is yet preserved. 

The above remarks naturally lead to a consideration 
of the plot. Is there any proof of premeditated 
revolution ? 

It vnll appear that there was a system and organiza- 
tion in the Bristol riots that can have no other origin. 
It is the very nature of a plot to be concealed; could it 
be discovered in all its ramifications, there would be 
little danger in its existence; but as the difficulty of 
obtaining positive direct proofs may rather intimate 
the danger and the certain* secrecy with which it is 
iBvested, so will it make those which can be adduced 
of greater importance. And they are, taken together, 
mfiicient to create alarm and vigilance. 

It is unfortunate that those whose chief duly it is, and 
who have the best means in their hands (the Govern- 
ment) appear but little solicitous to make a strict exami- 
nation of the schemes of Revolutionists, from whom 
they have derived an adventitious aid. Bold measures 
are indeed publicly proclaimed and owned, blazoned in 

• How nearly, from the wonderful secrecy with which the conspi- 
racy WB9 matured in Ireland, under Lord Edward Fitzgerald, did 
that rebellion burst out with every prospect of success. The dis- 
covery was accidental, owinf; to no roreslghl in the Oovernment, ami 
mdejuit in time. 
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triumphant confession, and of sncli a nature as i 
in other days, have brought their professors into inuni- 
nent danger of a charge of treason. Yet it may be 
suggested that there are under-plots with which many, 
even of the demagogues and the ostensible leaders of 
Political Unions, may be totally unacquainted, and 
secret sub -committees and sub-delegates that may in 
cunning wisdom adopt Ihe Union as a blind ; that the 
Executive, seeing so much evil owned and published, 
may think there is nothing worse behind. But what- 
ever may be the inactivity of the Government, and from 
whatever cause it may arise, the citizens of Bristol have 
a deeper interest in the discovery. They will relieve 
themselves from an eternal disgrace, if they can show 
that this revolution was not local in its origin, whatever 
it has been in its disastrous effects ;■ — 'that Bristol was 
the tlieatre in which the revolutionary tragedy was to 
be enacted, but that the authors and chief actors were 
of an itinerant company, who chose to erect their stage 
and make their season in that ill-fated city. It may be 
said, that some of his Majesty's servants, stars from the 
theatre-royal, condescended to speak the prologuei 
though they disdained to tread the boards in the cha- 
racter of dramatis personas, or to appear in the afterpiece. 
" To say that the perpetrators of the Bill were iii con- 
nection with the perpetrators of the riots, will not be to 
charge upon them the conception of the plot. But 
^ere may be, nevertheless, a connection-— and so 
it was here. The Bill — the Reform Bill — was the bond 
of Ministerial and Revolutionary Union. It was an 
appeal to the physical force of the people ; and the 
language with which it was urged, when it vilified the 
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Constitutional Parliaments of England as " robbers of 
the public purse," invested the vilest traitors with the 
mantle of patriotism, and thus enabled them, under 
allowed audacity, to conceal the real workings of a 
widely extended and organized conspiracy. 

That such an organized conspiracy did exist, and was 
active at the Bristol riots, may be at least suspected from 
the following circumstances. 

The day was no sooner fixed for opening the Com- 
mission at Bristol, than persons were sent to the neigh- 
bouring towns, urging an attendance in Bristol on the 
29th October ; in consequence of which the cilj was full 
of strangers. At Batb, the mob prevented the troops 
of yeomanry from stirring on Sunday evening ; and at 
Newport, they made a strong effort to prevent Colonel 
Ijove embarking in the steam packet for Bristol. 

In attacking the prisons, the mob went directly 
(though out of their way] to smiths' shops for sledge 
hammers, &c. — separated for a purpose, and united at 
the Bridewell and at the Qaol. 

When the mobs were divided, for separate objects, 
still with each party there were persons provided with 
combustibles. They were divided in attacking the Gaol, 
Cumberland toll-house, and Prince's -street toll-house, 
yet still they met at Lawford's gate prison. 

On their way to the Bishop's palace, some of the mob 
wished to attack the Council -ho use, but the Palace was 
Jifst in the plan, and although once beaten off from it, 
the fires put out, and nearly two hours elapsed before it 
was again successfully attacked, still the orders were 
observed, and no other building was assaidted itnlU that 
was fired. 
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In the Sqiiai'e, the bouses were fired reg'ularly, 
bands, and called (o aclion by the rattle and the bell ; — 
each party having different occupations, and not inter- 
fering with each other. 

The expressions of Davis, on Friday, 28th Oct. show 
that the city was to be fired. 

The conduct of the mob at Mr. Hole's shop, and their 
declaration ; — the gig-men at the Old Market ; — the 
combustibles used, which must have been long in pre- 
paration ; — at the Cusfom-honse, a paste ; — at the Gaol, 
a liquid; — at Miss James's, Queen-square, a powder; — 
at the Chapter-house, a substance in cakes ; — at Mr. 
Claxton's, fire-balls ; — at another house, a torch ; — the 
cap of Uber^, not hastily made ; — expressions of dying 
men, that they were sent for; — confessions of prisoners; 
while the mob out of doors were doing their part, 
their partizans in doora were at work writing notices, 
that certain houses or manufactories would be burnt 
in the couTBc of the evening. They thus obtained 
their object, hy keeping a large body of well-disposed 
citizens at home guarding their property, who would 
otherwise have been active In putting down the riots. 
Had not a plan been matured, this deep design would 
not have been executed. 

Before the Bridewell was fired, a fireman of the 
Crown Fire-Ofiice went down to that place, and mixed 
with the mob, to find out their plans. He was informed 
that the prisons would be all destroyed, the Bwltop 
tcould have a house-warming, and a match would be 
placed under the Mansion-house, and they would then 
go to bed. This person imraediat«ly went to one of the 
clerks of the Fire Oflite, and next to the Bishop, and 
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stated what he had heard. During the whole evcDing 
it was remarkable how exactly their plans were carried 
into effect. The distance between the Gaol and Law- 
ford's-gate prison is two miles ; yet the mob, going by dif- 
ferent routes, all arrived about the same time,iior thought 
of any fresh aggression until each pre-concerted object 
was effected. The sending off a pigeon from Queen-square 
(as mentioned in the United Service Journal,) with a 
letter to Nottingham, has been vouched for on good 
authority. 

A person, who had served at the business of a 
druggist, was engaged during the week previous to 
Vbe riots, in making balls about the size of walnuts ; 
they were all ready by the Friday evening. This 



person was i 



far i 



the secret, that he mentioned 



there would be property burned to a great extent, but 
not on his side of the tovra ; in this he was (jiute correct. 

The giving money to lu-ge on the mob, as appears 
was the case at the burning the Palace. 

The previous attack on the Bishop of Bath and Wells, 
at the Bedminster New Church, by parties who were 
engaged in the subsequent outrages of the Three Days. 

These few facts lead to very presumptive evidence, 
if not positive proof, of organization in Bristol j it has 
been shown that outrages of a similar character were 
Bttfflnpted about the same time elsewhere. But let any 
one consider the course of incendiarism, from its first 
appearance in Normandy, previous to the French Revo- 
lution, to its last act of conflagration ; — the extraordinary 
mrciunstanees attending it, — the secret, yet sure, agency, 
— the skill, and artful management, and mauufactiu'e 
of means, and the extent of the cxpencc requisite for the 
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wide exeeulion, — ihe preparatory cheap publication^ 
gratuilouslj circulated among the lower classes — and 
for the class above them, the publication of such works 
aa The Prophetic Messenger, so skilfidly contrived as 
to create the mischief it foretells; — let any one well con- 
sider these several particulars, and see them all working 
in combination, and he cannot reject the suspicion of a 
deep-laid and extensive conspiracy to effect a Revolu- 
tion, and of the very worst kind.* If the Three Days 



"That thesecon9pirator3itlerti6ed themselves with the Rerormers 
is likewise certain. Jteform was the pass-word of safely ; the 
" King and Reform" the common slioiit of encouragement. This 
truth is an palpable, that an apology teems neceasary for ihe intro- 
duction of any matter, in the naliire nf proof; but it has been so 
strangely denied by the virulent of that Parly, that one or two 
instances of proof ma^ be not improperly adduced. It was in 
evidence on Clarke's trial, that he delivered some stolen property 
to a party, first asking, "Are you Reformers?" In Gregory's trial, 
it appears he stopped a man with a table, and asked whether it was 
a Reform table ? " Yes." " Then pass." Davis, at the Gaol, said 
" Now d — n ye, ye would not let ua have Reform." By a deposition 
sworn before Mr. Alderman George on the 5th November, the 
fact is eElablisUcd that the Rev. Charles Buck's house in Queen- 
square was fired amidst shouts of " ProlAeroe and Reform for 
ever" This deposition was made solely for the purpose of instituting 
certain law proceedings for the recovery of damages for properly 
consumed by fire, and not with any political view. A gentleman 
on Sunday night, in Queen-square, was lamenting the sad destruction 
of houses to a stranger, who replied, " The Bristol people are against 
Reform, and must be convinced." A gentleman, high in the army, 
a resident of the neighbourhood, was in Queen-square between the 
hours of two and four o'clock on the Monday morning, and saw a 
well-dressed man assuming ihe character of a director of the fero- 
cious proceedings. He entered into conversation with this man, who 
told him that the affair was intended to have taken place inFebruary 
next, though many had fixed it for the 5th of November; but that 
the excitement anticipated or the arrival of Sir Charles Wetherell 
was considered a favourable moment for carrying the plan into effect 
at an earlier period. 

Accounts from Exeter, Worcester, and numerous other places, 
concur in slating that a simultaneous rising of the disaffected was 
apprehended on the 5th of November, when the usual commemora- 
tion of the Gunpowder Plot was to furnish the cover for the out- 
break. Let it be remembered loo, that an armed meeting of the 
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of Bristol, the liomd oiilbreakiug of rebellion, was the 
result of a conspiracy, not originating with the citizens 
of Bristol, but one of general bearing; — if the Gktverii- 
ment were warned by the Magistrates, and requested to 
send such a military force as would protect the city, 
under the fearful circumstances laid before them, aud 
if Government neglected to send sufficient force ; — 
and if that force, amid the worst scenes, remained in- 
active, — it is cruelty, and the extreme of injustice, to 
make the citizens the sufferers, with regafd to the 
immense property destroyed. But if the knowledge 
gained at Bristol, prevented a similar attempt in 
3<0Ddon;*^ — if the final suppression of the rebellion in 



Trades" of London was Bonounced to take place on the Tth. 
C«o it escape suspicion that " ulterior measures " were to have been 
adopted at that meeting, consequent on the expected outrages in 
the prinripsl cities and large towns? The Government Toresaw 
file danger, and prevented the meeting ; but if there be any Re- 
'fbrmer gceplical enouf;h to doubt the existence of an extennive 
tonspiracy, let him read the following extract from the TYniri cf 
the "ith November : — 

"With what design (says this ultra-reform print) the meeting of 
Ae " working classes " is summoned on Monday next, we know 
Sot. That the design is not a good on e, seems but too probable, 
because the implied exclusion of all but those who live by daily and 
MbduhI labour, is a malignant one. There is another reason for 

ire than suspecting the design of White Conduit-house to be an 

il one. We have heard that there are extensive manufactures 
-y staves and bludgeons carrying on for the performers of that day's 
Intended Tragedy,— that fire-arms are to be carried under their 
irtothei, that the example of Bristol is to be appealed fa— but that 
mwteffecl'ia meditated, and for that end, that a more elaborate 
^tenctri and more studied mac/uHalion jeill Be retorted to. We affirm 
Ibat such intelligence has reached us, and from more quarters 
than one." Tliere can scarcely be a doubt that the warjitng 
preienied by the Bristol Tragedy saved the country. 

•Perhaps the reader will think theappeal to M.Persil, the French 
Attorney-General, from M. Ledierc, in prison for a libel, rather a 
eorlous document. The quotation is from the Timei: — 

" In 1829, 1 organized in London the European Commit lee, which 
iWcelerated the wakeoing of the nations, and announced their ap- 
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Bristol was tile means of saving the country from 
anarchy, bloodshed, and civil war, — the country may 
be well content to make good the loss there sustained ; 
and if the Ministry feel in any degree conscious that 
they themselves were agitators, who excited the ttu-bn- 
lence, and caused the too general apathy, or that a 
little more zeal on their parts to prevent insult to an 
opponent, accompanied with manifest danger, would 
have altogether prevented any excess, — if they be honest 
men, fliey will not patiently allow the citizens, who in 
other respects are so much injured by the riots, to bear 
the whole of llie pimishment. 



preaching triumph. In 1870, t published ia that city Le Bepreien- 
tarU dea peaplea ; and finally I must say, in nij derence, that it ii to 
ray zeal, admirably seconded by the zeal of some powerful rriendi, 
that they owed all the public meetings in all parts of England, to 
congratulate France on her Revolution, and to overthrow tfat 
Ministry of Wellington, which dared to condemn it." 



THE BRISTOL RIOTS. 



[iHeview of the conduct of the magistrates. 



■HBf 



As so much bitter persecution has gone forth against 
the Magistrates, a short recapitul ation of their conduct, 
detailed in the preceding account, may be in justice due 
to them, and to the public, whose object in tbe survey 
of these events is truth. It has been shewn that tbe 
Corporation, that is the Magistrates, are not and never 
,ve been a political body. It has been shewn that tbe 
.ayor, whose mansion was burned and plundered, was 
a Reformer, They did not, therefore, by any political 
expression or sentiments, cause the riots ; — and to charge 
them with producing them, by their application for 
military to suppress them, after they knew they were 
predetermined on, is an absurdity that requires no con- 
tradiction. But let it he seen what they did do, as 
eo mnch has been said about what they did fiol. 

First. When aware of the intentions of the ruffians, 
fliey send a deputation to the Secretary of State, and 
the whole danger before tbe Government, and 
lUire sufficient military force. The Secretary of State 
give them no answer until he had conferred with 
Protheroc. Mr, Protlieroe resists the sending mill- 
aid, — and writes to the Political Union, who 
ibaequeutly thwart lliem likewise. All this mischief 
not their doing. 
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Secondly. They endeavour to procure a stong c 
stabulary force, and in defection of volunteers, hire 
constables, and prepare three hundred. The citizens, 
it la true, had been tampered with pretty openly to 
oppose the Magistrates ; — but that was not their doing. 

Thirdly, They issue public notices, requesting the 
inhabitants to observe peace and good order, and point- 
ing out the danger of disturbing the quiet of the city. 
These are toru down, and others put in their places, 
issued from another Council. This was not their doing. 

Fourthly. They gave ample orders to the military, 
ineffective in numbers as that force was, only 93 men,* 
and these sent with unusual orders, not to be used but 
on the greatest emergeacy. They gave the Commander 
of these troops sufficient orders to act decisively. If 
he did not act decisively to put down the riots, that was 
not their doing either. 

Fifthly. They protested most strongly against the 
removal of the I4th dragoons — demanded their stay and 
their recall. The dragoons were sent away, and not 
recalled until Monday. And this defectionf was no 
work of their doing. 

Sixthly. They use every means in their power to 
assemble the citizens on Sunday, when the rioters had 
proceeded to great acts of atrocity, and although many 
respectable persons attended the call, yet at no time did 

^The Secretary of State, wben danger was apprehended of a most 
I serious character, senda only 03 men ; when the riots are suppreseed, 
I BDd the excitemeDt over, at the special assize, and when nearly 4000 
r constables turned out, he sends about -lOO infantry, and 250 cavalry, 
aaquadroD of artillery, and General Sir R.Jackeon to comniaDd tbem. 
f The orders given to Col.Brereton by the Magistrates, on Satur- 
day night, were disregarded ;^K'n Sunday morning, disregarded; — 
on the removal of the troops> disregarded; — on demanding their re- 
call, disregarded ; — at the Bishop's Palace, disregarded, 
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Aey exceed about 200, out of a population of 100,000. 
And if the rebels bad their emissaries in such assemblies, 
to report proceedings aud to create coufusion, — that, 
likewise, was not the doing of the Magistrates. 

Seventhly. The Magistrates are continually at tbeir 
posts ; the Mayor quits not the Mansion-house till he 
is in immediate danger of being burnt in it. At no 
time are the known official stations without some of the 
Magistrates present. If one of these posts, the Mansion- 
bouse, is burnt, and the Mayor in consequence obliged 
to establish himself in a private dwelling-house, — the 
outrage which caused this was not the doing of the 
Magistrates. 

Eighthly. When so established in a private dwelling, 

file Mayor signiiles to the other Magistrates where he 

and writes* to the Commander of the forces to the 



Much has been said, !□ consequence of the misappreheneion of 
Ur. Goldney, who gave his evidence on. the Court Martial, upon the 
■opposed anxiety of the Mayor for concealment; but it will be 
ncollected that the Mayor's letter to Col. Brereton, dated at twelve 
o'clock on Sunday night, is thus explicit: — 
"The Mayor of Bristol begs to inform Col. Brereton that if he 
should have occasion for the orders of a Magistrate, either the 
" Mayor or some other Magistrate will be found at No. 30, Berkeley- 
• tquare, Mr. Daniel Fripp's, the second house on the right band on 
" turning into the Square from Park-street. 
" Berfeeley-square, 12 o'clock, Sunday night." 
Mr. Daniel Fri|)p addressed the following letter to the Editor of 
the Mereuri/; — 

" "In the evidence of Mr. Goldney, on the Court Martial of Capt. 
Warrington, on Thursday last, it is reported that he (Mr. Goldney) 
did not communicate to the Mayor what Capt. Warrington had 
itated, 'as the Mayor had particularly requested him (Mr. Goldney I 
through Mr. Daniel Frtpp, not to mention where he (the Mayor) 
was j' — that of Mr. W. Harris, Jun. ii. nearly to the same purport. 
/ Aaoe to itate moil dislinctly and uaeguivocatli/, thai I received no 
<N(^A direclions from the Mayor, nor did I communieale lo Mr. 
Goldney or Mr. Harrii suck direcliont AS Fsoii THE Mayor. In 
the state of alarm ray family was in at the time, it is probable I 
mule such arequest on giving them, or one of tbein, tlie letter ia 
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same purport, and demands his immediate exertion to 
aave the city. If no attention is paid, the consequences 
are riot the doing of the Magistrates. The Commander 
of the forces returned no answer to the communications 
forwarded at twelve and three o'clock. The Magistrates 
were engaged, during the night, making arrangements 
for the Sheriffs, preparing summonses for the posse 
comitatus, fixing on gentlemen who would undertake 
to organize the householders, on their arrival at the 
churches, &c. and determining what points should be 
principally defended. If, under all the circumstances, 
the Mayor had not withdrawn from the centre of the 
city, but had remained at the Council -house, the pro- 
bability is, that that building would have been attacked 
and destroyed ; the moh would have fired Broad-street, 
Wine-street, High-street, &c. and the loss of property 
would liave been dreadful. The presence of the Mayor 
in the centre of the city would have attracted the mob, 
as they knew he had applied for mihtary force aghast 
them. At five o'clock on Monday morning the Magis- 
trates go, some to the Square, the Mayor and others to 
the Council-house. 

Ninthly. The Magistrates did head such small parties 
as they could collect, at the imminent hazard of theii- 



"question; and after the evidence given by two respectable indi- 
" viduaU on oath, I am not disposed Lo doubt it. Such request did 
" not, however, prohibit either of those gentlemen returning to my 
" house. From the clear description of my residence, to avoid any 
" mistake, in the letter of the Mayor, dated 12 o'clock midnight, 
" Sunday, and a particular dicumstance at the time of writing that, 
" at three o'clock p.m. Monday, I am convinced it was made to those 
" gentlemen m m^ouih individual reqaett, and not by the direction of 
" the Mayor, or given as euch to either Mr. Goldneyor Mr. Harris; 
" and therefore, was received by them under a wrong impresuon, as 
" being the request of the Mayor." 




THE BRISTOI RIOTS. 



bves — tliej headed a party to the Mansion-hoiise — ^they 
beaded a party to the Gaol — they headed a party to 
the Palace — they headed a party to Queen square, when 
the tiring was stopped. 

If in these, theh- uany actire, courageous attempts 
to encourage the citizens and suppress the riots, they 
were deserted, knocked down, and threatened to he 
ridden doivn hy the soldiers, that discouragement to 
the citizens and themselves was not their doing. 

Tenthly. They send expresses to several places for 
fresh military aid, the arrival of which saved the city. 
If the rebels had previously destroyed the Mansion- 
house, three Goals, Custom-house, Excise-office, Toll- 
houses, and a Bishop's Palace — none of this was the 
doing of the Magistrates. 

It has heen urged, that they should early have called 
out the posse comitatus ;* but was that attended with 
no danger with a population of one hundred thousand, 
and all, as the Reformers boasted, having made np 
their minds to insult Sir Charles Wctherell— and when 
the Magistrates had a suspicion that this might be a 
posse comitatns of rebels ? It has been urged they 
should have armed the citizens — yet how were they 
threatened with " consequences " from tlie Political 
Utiiott — and it should be recollected, that in every riot 
in Ireland since Lord Grey's administration, the Govcm- 
ment have left the Magistrates and policemen to the 
tender mercies of the vile ; some have been tinned out 
of the Commission of the Peace, some have been li-ied 
for their lives, and all have been persecnted. 



be filled up and served individual!}' ; aor caa the; be is 
riot has taken place. 



I7f> TITE BRISTOL RtOTS. 

An outcry has beeu raised, aud a very senseless one, 
against the Bristol Magistrates, that they did not act 
the part of dragoons, and (bare and undefended with 
the means of protection,) go forth as enre marks for the 
fury of the ruffians. But the law as it has been amply 
expounded, (which may be seen in the Appendix) acquits 
them of any relinquishment of duty here, by clearly 
annihilating the argument of necessity.* 

On the whole, it seems singular enough that of all 
parties to whom the public can turn their eyes, the 
Magistrates alone appear to have done undeviatingly 
their duty, strictly, honourably, and courageously ; and 
it is not improbable that some of the rancour with which 
they are now attacked, may proceed from the bitter dis- 
appointment of the ruffians, whose plans were defeated 
by them — from the mah^ant spite of others who have 
always hated them as Local Authorities,t and from the 



* Any wbo saw the movements of the 14th la the street roust be 
convinced, that ifany Magistrate had been mounted and with ihem, 
be would have been separated from the troops the ver; first charge, 
and unquestionably have been murdered by the mob ; and if able to 
keep up with the soldiers, charging, could he be expected to under- 
stand military signals and orderi of command, by which their move- 
ments are regulated P Major Beckwith, on this point, gives evidence 
of nothing but his own astonishment, that none of the Magistrates 
of Bristol were expert horsemen. He seems to have formed his 
beau-ideal of a Magistrate i'rom his recollections of the renowned 
Hudibras, who was "Great on the bench, great in the saddle." 

f Last year the Corporation j)roposed to the different parishes the 
introduction of a Police Establishment, similar to that in London, in 
lieu of the present system of watchmen. Meetings were called, the 
plan was opposed, and they did not proceed with the measure, in 
opposition to the wishes of the citizens. The Corporation, indeed, 
appear to have been provident in more instances than one. Soon 
after Lord Grey came into office, an application was made to raise a 
volunteer corps. The Government refused. Within a month, & 
a similar request was made Tram Salisbury, and granted. 
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Batural love in those nho are really mucli to blame, of 
ihifting the disgrace from their own to more convenient 
shoulders. 

But it may yet be hoped, that though -tliere may he 
some incurable in their insane Reforming fury, the 
Bristol riots will effectually remove the delusion from 
the eyes of misguided citizens ; that in the " cool of the 
day," they will hear a better voice, and " be afraid ;" 
that they will learn, to their own best interests, tliat it 
is the duty of citizens to help to make their city flourisJi, 
and not to rush upon the attempt to found .in empire ; 
that it is better for them to become industrioug trades- 
men, than political paupers and brawling Unionists. 

For the accounts of the Special Commission and 
Courts Martial, the reader is referred to the Appendix 
— in this place it will only be necessary to make a few 
remarks upon them. 

It will ever be a subject of regret, that Special Com- 
missions had not been earlier issued, upon the riots at 
Nottingham, Dorchester, and Derby, The passage in 
the speech of the Lord Chief Justice, in reference to 
this neglect of the Ministers, is worthy remembrance : 

" For in the case of offences at once so alarming to 
the public tranquillity, and so dangerous to the pro- 
perty and safety of individuals, it is of the iirst import- 
ance to make it known to all, that enquiry and 
punishment follow close upon the commission of crime, 
in order that the wicked and ill-disposed may be 
deterred, by the dread of the law, from engaging in 
similar enormities, whilst the peaceable and industrious 
may look up to it with gratitude and affection for the 
safeguard which it extendi over their persons and 
properly." N 
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Had piuiishmeut followed " close upon ike c. 
of crime" ia tha c^sca of ttc outrages at Nottiiighain,&c. 
there might have been no riots at Bristol. 

On the 2dNov. the Government issue aProclamationui 
the King's name, in which there is a cautions iibstiuence 
of any severity, nor is the outrageous insult and attack on 
the Kin g's Judge, or his name, so much as mentioned. 
A Proclamation of this character does not reach the 
dignity of a brutum fuhneii,— it is too much in the 
whining tone of entreatry to be respected, and tends to 
the encouragement of the seditious, by its weakness and 
timidity: — 

" Whereas in divers parts of Great Britain, and more 
particularly in the towns of Derby and Nottingham, and 
in the city of Bristol, tumultuous assemblages of people 
have taken place, and outrages of the most violent des- 
cription have been committed both upon the persons 
and property of divers of our subjects ; and whereas all 
the restraints of law and order have been overborne and 
trodden under foot by such lawless multitudes, the man- 
Bions of individuals violently entered, pillaged, and set 
on fire, the ordinary course of justice forcibly inter- 
rupted, the gaols for the confinement of criminals broken 
I into and destroyed, and malefactors and persons charged 
with oifeuces let loose upon the public, to the great dis- 
turbance and danger of the common weal, and the sub- 
version of established government: Andwhereas the 
welfare and happiness of all nations do, under Divine 
Providence, chiefly depend upon the observance and en- 
forcemeut of the law: ^^n^ whereas'itis our firm determi- 
nation faithfully to discharge the duty imposed on us, to 
preserve the public peace, and vigorously to exert the 
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powers which we possess for the protection of all our siib- 
jecta, in the entire enjoyment of their rights and liberties : 
IVe, therefore, being resolved to suppress the wicked 
and flagitious practices aforesaid, have thought fit, by 
and with the advice of our Privy Council, to issue this 
our Royal Proclamation, solemnly warning all our liege 
subjects to guard against every attempt to violate the 
law, and to abstain from every act inconsistent with the 
peace and good order of society; and we do hereby 
charge and command all Sheriffs, Justices of the Peace, 
CluefMagistratesofCities,Boroughs,and Corporations, 
and all the Magistrates throughout Great Britain, that 
they do effectually repress all tumults, riots, outrages, 
and breaches of the peace, within their respective 
jurisdictions, and that they do make dUigcnt enquiry in 
(n'der to discover and bring to justice the movers and 
perpetrators of all such seditious and wicked acts as 
aforesaid : and we do earnestly and solemnly exhort, 
enjoin, call upon, and command all our liege sub- 
jects, of all ranks and conditions, that they do come 
forward upon the first appearance or apprehension of 
any such disturbances as aforesaid, as they are bound 
by their duty to us, by their regard for the general 
interest, and by the obligation of the law, and that they 
be actively aiding and assisting to all Sheriffs, Justices 
of the Peace, and other Magistrates, in enforcing the 
law against evil doers, and in protecting their fellow 
•subjects in the enjoyment of their property and the 
exercise of their rights, against all forcible, illegal, and 
unconstitutional interference, controul, or aggression. 

Given at our Court of St. James's, this 2d day of Nov, 
1881, and in the second year of our reign. 

God save the King. " n 2 
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In contemplating the fate of tlie wretched victims, 
I vhom the law has demanded, who is there that does not 
I deplore the guilty excitement by which they were goaded 
I into crime f But if the more guilty may have escaped. 
f we must not therefore affect a sickly sentiment, and pule 
' and whine away the safety of our lives, property, and 
Constitution, iu our maudlin commiseration of those 
who have suffered. Let the wretches who would burn 
us in our beds suffer the penalties of the law, and let us 
reserve our best sympathies for the good and the 
guiltless. The affected voice of pity is too often of the 
hypocrite and scoundrel, — it is the false whiue of the 
crocodile, that crawls out of his mud and his slime tn 
imitate the bewailing tones, .and shed the tears of sym- 
pathy, that he may more Buiely glut his ravenous appetite 
for blood and mischief.* From what justifiable feeling 
could the petitions to spare the condemned ruffians 
have arisen ? Were theif parties to them, who looked 
on unmoved, wheu the life of a Judge of the land was 
attempted, and the miserable citizens might have been 
burnt in their beds .' And who then complimented the 
rnfiianswith the designation of a " good-natured mob ?" 



" The Manchester Political Union, at a meeting held on Sunday, 
so worded their address, that ferocity, not pity, would appear to have 
been the motive, and blood the object. They thus state the con- 
clusion of their Council: — 

" That there has been blood enough spilt in consequence of Sir 
Charles Wetherell's cruel and unprincipled conduct. We dare not 
trust our feelings to enter into detail ; our determination is taken. 
Tf one of these men »uffiir death, anhst Sir Charles WelhercU luffer 
tuilh them, we shall have lost all confidence in the present Ministry ; 
and there will be something more added to a long catalogue of crimes 
already recorded against the present, as well as former GovernmeDts 
of this country. Add but this and the catalogue is full. Then the 
tvork af justice must begin. The same feeling actuates us relative to 
the Special Commission now Hitting nt Nottingham." 




THE BKISTOI, RIOTS. 



191 



Satber letpunishmeut for such eTimes be siire ; — that the 
blessings we have enjoyed, under our old Constitution, 
may not be put to the hazard of every brutal attempt to 
be set on foot by the agitator and demagoq^e. 

The trials of Col. Brereton and Capt. Wanington 
are at full in the Appendix. The inexplicable conduct 
of the former must always be a subject of conjecture. 
The termination of bis trial by his unfortunate suicide^ 
as well for other reasons, is likewise to be lamented, as 
il deprived the public of much information that might 
have been elicited from his defence. Without an intimate 
acquaintance with the character of his mind, it would 
be perhaps criminal to ascribe motives. It would cer- 
• tainly appear, that he thought the forces, the Ministry 
allowed him, insufficient in numbers, and that he greatly 
overrated the power of the mob. It may have been, 
that he really thought tlie Bristol riots the conimeuce- 
mentof a successful Revolution,to which real resistance 
would cause a useless cHusion of blood ; and he did 
not, evidently, view with very great abhorrence the 
atrocities the "people" were committing. 

Had the Court Martial proceeded, it would have 
been proved, that on the Sunday afternoon, when twelve 
or thirteen constables were within the M an siou -house, 
and four soldiers without, and it was represented to 
Col. Brereton that unless a reinforcement of constables 
were sent for, or a detachment of military, it was impos- 
sible to keep possession against the increasing mob — 
that then Col. Brereton replied, " I'll go and quiet the 
rascals," and that he addressed them thus: — "My 
good fellows, — you've released yoitt prisoners, — you've 
^ot them back, — I have sent away the 14th who rendered 
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themselves obnoxious to you by their conduct, — a strict 
enquiry shall be made into that conduct, and I promise 
you that the enquiry shall be strict ; — ^what do you want 
more ? — Now go quietly to your homes, first giving three 
cheers for your King." Upon this he waved his cap? 
leading the cheer. 

These trials prove a strange misconception on the 
part of the military in cases of riot. After the able 
exposition of the law upon the subject, this cannot weU 
occur again. The proceedings of the Courts-Martial 
will be read with great interest ; they are remarkable 
for a display of eloquence and ability rarely to be met 
vrith, more particularly in the concluding speeches of 
Major-General Sir Charles Dalbiac, the Prosecutor. 



It was the intention of the Narrator of the Bristol 
Riots, in conclusion, to have detailed at required length 
the Consequences. This part of the work, however, 
has been deferred until by the violence consummated 
against the Constitution, they have become of little im- 
portance beyond the city wherein this first atrocious 
Reformers' Tragedy has been perpetrated. He has now 
the shorter work to perform, and yet it is grievous. 
The Revolutionary events that have crowded into action, 
since the above Narrative was drawn up, will make 
much, both of the language and proceedings, appear 
weak and insignificant. The movement has been indeed 
forwarded, and of this we are most convinced by looking 
back. The boasted loyalty has fallen before it ; and 
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that which we barely dared to suspect, has been openly 
and aiidaciouslj acknowledged and proclaimed; and 
thus Diuch that has been ivrittcn is confirmed. 

Whether the Reform Act shall verify the fears of its 
Opponents, or the hopes of its authors and supporters, 
the expected good or suffering mil alone develope. 
But though it may possibly be a subject of rejoicing to 
the country at large, its agitation will ever be remem- 
bered by Bristol as the epoch and date of its severest 
calamity. Previously to that iigitation, it has been 
shown that the city was singularly fortunate, in com- 
parative prosperity, comparative concord and internal 
amity, and comparative loyalty to the Constitution- 
It is now unquestionably in distraction and distrust, on 
the brink of a ruin that may be irretrievable, already 
burthened with a debt of 70 or £80,000. of which the 
Biots are solely the cause, and which, falling upon im- 
paired resources, will long be a check to any attempts 
to restore its credit and hopes of reviving prosperity. 

Agitation has struck a blow, and is still aiming fresh 
,cka upon the greatest source of its wealth, — the 
West India Interest. The citizens have seen and felt 
that the consequences have been hitherto disastrous, 
but perhaps do not yet all see, that they must be uni- 
versal ; — that they must reach themselves, and that the 
system, if persevered in, must be fatal, and sink the 
second city in the empire into the insignificance of a 
coasting port. 

The active charity of its wealthier citizens has been 
ever conspicuous, and the outrages committed against 
their persons and property have not turned them aside 
from those good and kind acts by which the sufferings 
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of disease or penury may be allcTiatcd. The oncfe 
floiirialuiig city is indeed brought low, for it has nol 
only disquiet but pestilence in its streets. Happy will 
it be for the citizens, if they are led by reflection on the 
past, to see aud acknowledge that those are their beat 
friends \th.o fear innovations ; and if they resolve now 
in their one triumph and many suflerings, to place no 
confidence in agitators, who would instigate them to 
the burning of private dwellings and the desecration of 
chiurches ; and if they would weigh well, {the one only , 
cause of dissatisfaction being removed) against the des- 
solation they have witnessed, the value of Conservative 
Principles, whose professed object is the preservation 
and security of property, the promoting public credit 
and confidence, without which even industry is unavail- 
ing, and the establishment of the liberty of ofiering our 
prayers to God, the GiTer of all Good, in the temples 
which our forefathers have raised to her service. 



Auffvst26, 1832. 
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STATEMENTS FROM THE MAGISTRATES. 



To the Editor of Felix Farley's Bristol Journal. 



COUNCIL-HOUSE. 

Bristol, 14th Nov. 1831. 

Ma. EoiTOB, — A fortnight htis now passed since the dis- 
tressing scenes took place in the city of Bristol, which will 
long mark Sunday, the 30th October, in the memory of those 
who witnessed them. During the interval which has elapsed, 
the M^istratcs and their Officers have heen occupied almost 
without intermission in satisfying the numerous claims upon 
their attention, which the apprehension of persons charged 
with ofiences, the recovery and preservation of abstracted 
property, and other matters of continual and pressing occur- 
rence, presented. 

It is hoped that the candour of by far the greatest part of 
their fellow-citizens has, in the mean time, spared them from 
the censure and reproach which others, in ignorance of the 
facts, and without materials for judgment, have thrown upon 
them. Their complete vindication must be left to that full and 
&ir enquiry by which, whether it he called down upon them by 
adverse application, or may take olace under any other circum- 
stances, tliey feel that justice will eventually be done to all, 
and by the result of which they are content to abide. In the 
mean time the inclosed copies of two letters sent by the Magis- 
trates on the 4th Nov., one of them (with the Appendix) to his 
Majesty's Secretary of State for the Home Department, and 
the other to the Commander'in-Cliief of his Majesty's Forces 
(a copy of which last letter was also Bent to Colonel Brercton,) 
will serve to convey an outline of the principal circumstances 
as they occurred, and which, it bein^ ten days since the docu- 
ments were transmitted to the reiipective offices, the Magistrates 
think Ihey may now, without impropriety, lay before the 




public i reserving the full detail of particulars for the proper 
time and occasion, and wishing tu refraia altogether from com- 
ment. The Magistrates, nevertheless, consider it necessar; to 
' notice a letter, from Capl. Codrington to the Secretary of 
State, which has he en ver; generally published in the news- 
papers.* The facts appear to be these : — Captain Codrington's 
troop arrived soon after the firing of the Bishop's Palace, where 
some of the Magistrates had gone from the Cuuncil-house, 
as Stated in their letter 1o the Secretary of State, and had 
in the result heen separated by the rush of the moh. — The 
approach of the troops, on entering the city, was communi- 
cated by the messenger who had been dispatched for them to 
one of the Magistrates at the Couucil-housc, who immediately 
went to make arrangements for getting their billets. When 
the Officer called at the Council-house he was directed to the 
Commanding Officer's station, in the College-ereen, to report 
himself. Shortly afterwards, an OCScer called at the Council- 
house, from Col. Brereton, to ask for a Magistrate, and was 
told the Colonel should bear from the Council-houae in five 
minutes ; 'within that time, a call was made at the Colonel's 
Office, in College-green: he was not at home, and no directions 
could he obtained where to find him. In about half an hour 
from this time, the letter in the Appendix, No. 5, and also 
billets for the troop, were left at the Colonel's Office ; the troop 
had, in the mean time, gone from Collcgc-erecn to the Livery 
Stables, in College-street, where the 14th light dragoons bad 
been stationed, and where, in the presence of Col. Brereton, 
the same accommodation was ofiTercd to this troop which the 
light dragoons bad received there ) but, whilst the lie;bts were 
being placed in the stables, they went away and left the city, 
lam, Sir, your most obedient Servant, 

CHARLES PINTJJEY, M*tob. 



* " Mr Lord,— I have (be honour to repreEent to your Lordibip, that Id 
consequence of a requisition rrom ihe Mayor of BrisioL, belweeu two and 
three o'clock fCaUrdBf, 1 collected my troop of jeominry with ai liltle tou 
of time BB it nu practicible. When ynur Lordship coniiders ttiiit I bid to 
■end some milea in different directions, you will, I ibink, admit ibe alacrity 
of my men wben 1 atale, that ne were enabled (o marcb From hence (Dod- 
inelon), witb scarce a man miSBlng, by seven o'clock. Having, faaneter, 
flfleen miles Co go, end Ihe night being very dark, we could not resell 
Bristol till after nioe, when, I lament to say, we found the city on Sre in 
many places, the gaols emptied, and Ibe town in the fp'eatctt confusion. 
Having paraded tbrnugb the principal parts of the city for more Iban two 
hours, without being able to find a Magistrate; hearing that they had in 

fact left the town after witb-drawing both Hia Majesty' -" -"-- 

police ; finding ourselves thus unsupported, ~ ' -■' 
city being actually 



populace, I bad ni 

we rclurned home about five o'clock tl 

" Feeling it my duly to make this si 

ill perform ii toward* the brave men t 



Lordship, I abould 
Jib honour ofca^^^_ 



wT^e Afut/or\ Letter to the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department. 

COUNCIL-HOUSE, 

Bristol, 4th Nov. IB3I. 
L My Lord, — The Gaol Delivery having hcen fixed for Satur- 
fM,j, the89tbOct., it «oon became evident to the Magistrates, 
as well from, reports circulated in the city and placards upon 
the walls, as aUo from paragraphs in the newspaper', expressing 
the disapprobation uf the friends of Reform with respect to 
Sir Charles Wetherell's conduct in Parliament, that a strong 

Eublic feeling would be excited against him, and that this might 
e expected to manifest itself on nis arrival and during his sta; 
in the citj. The Magistrates, therefore, took into their consi- 
deration the propriet; of making a communication to Sir 
Charles on the snbject, and of subniittlng to him whether, 
under the circumstances, in would be advisable to postpone the 
Gaol Delivery. A deputation accordingly waited upon him in 
London, to make this representation and ascertain his decision; 
and in case it should be determined to hold the Ciaol Delivery, 
to make a communication to theSecretary of State, and request 
that a mililary force might be sent to assist and support the 
civil authorities in protecting the «ity and preserving the 
public peace. It having been decided on that the Gaol Delivery 
ought to be held as usual, the proposed application was at once 
made to your Lordship, and yonr Lordship having assented to 
the views of the Magistrates, but wish log to see the deputation 
again on the subject, you were accordingly waited upon by 
them and Sir Charles Welherell on the following day. " 
Lordship having then sanctioned the opinion '' *' ' 



as to the propriety of holding the Gaul Delivery i 
form, and having directed that troops shoi'-* "-- 






Magistrates 
~ the usual 
;nt to the 
ity of the city, and placed under the orders of the Magis- 
trates, upon the express understanding, however, that their 
services should not be required except in case of actual neces- 
sity, and the failure of the civil power to maintain the peace, 
" ) Magistrates immediately took such measures as appeared to 
necessary for increasing the constabulary force. 



n could h 



e forvard 



oops. Ihey w 






n ihemselie 



indinit. <rididnalfiinherilB 

"" ~ 'asrlfy i and, althnu 

is MijeMy's regulsr 
aj \nria in leal, lofiU;, or B deie 
bid they had an opporluniiy oF at 
Dot undeieniog of HIb IVIajesty't i , , 

tl hiip the honour to be, my Lord, 
" Your Lardsbip'a obedient sertant. 
"C. W. CODRINGION, 
"CapUlnorthe Dodlngtan and Marahfleld 
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Upon application to the Inhabitaats of the several wards, 
their returns were insuflicient for the number required, and 
such deficiencj was immediately supplied bj cagagiug hired 
Constables for the purpose } the whole, with the SheriBs' 
OfBcers, amounted to abcut 300 men. On Thursday, tbeSTlh, 
the Magistrates issued and published the address contained in 
the Appendix No. I. On the SStb, the Sherlfismet the Recorder 
bX ten in the forenoon, (being much earlier than the usual hour) 
at the distance of about one mile from the Guildhall, and 
much nearer to it than the usual place of mectin^;. 

These precautions, which were adopted in the hope that thej 
might lessen the difficulties of Sir Charles' coming in, had not 



altogether the desired effect 
was much larger than udou form 
tumult and pressure tooK place. 
violent groans, hisses, and other 
bation, and occasionally b; sto 
time of his being first 
the Guildhall, and 



iber of persons assembled 
ccasions, and considerable 
r Charles was assailed with 

f expressions of disappro- 
rown at him, from the 
by the Sheriffs to his arrival at 
ceeding from thence t '' 



Mansion-house, after having completed tne usual formalities of 
reading the charter and adjourning the Court. In passing from 
one place to another, the Constables experienced ^rcat pressure 
and annoyance, and were frequently struck with stones, and 
several oflhem were considerably wounded. 

They, however, performed the duty assigned to them, anil 
Sir Charles reached the Mansion-house in perfect safety, about 
noon. The crowd assembled in front of the Mansion-house 
continued there for some hours, without any indication of riot, 
except by expressing their disapprobation, as they had before 
done, Bud by occasional skirmishes which took place when the 
Constables endeavoured to apprehend persons in the act of 
throwing stones, or to disperse those who showed a disposition 
to be more forward than the others. This state of things having 
continued until nearly dusk, the numbers from time to time 
varying, and their behaviour being occasionally more or less 
tumultuous, and it appearing some of them had, in the mean 
time, provided themselves with sticks, the Mayor, accompanied 
by the Magistrates, went out in front of the Mansion-house 
and addressed the people, remonstrating with them on the im- 
propriety of their conduct, pointing out to them the danger of 
Eersisting in it, earnestly entreating Ihem to disperse and go 
ome quietly, and stating to them the necessity of the Magis- 
trates uslug stronger measures unless this recommendation 
should have the desired effect. Stones were thrown at the 
Magistrates while this address was being made, one of which 
struck the person who was standing next to the Mayor, and 
knocked on his hat. But the earnest desire of the Magistrates 
to abstain from usinc force until the last possible moment, 
prevented them from having recourse to it until some time bad 
elapsed. About 5 o'clock, however, upon the approach of 
evening, the number of people appearing to be considerably 
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;iiicreaseil anil their conduct becoming greatly more violent, Ihe 
'doors and windons of the Maiision-house having been attacked 
}ncs, and several of the Constables having been brau|;ht 
osicfcly wouoded, the Riot Act was read, and this appearing 
have no effect, an order was sent to tlie troops, who liad been 
'e directed to bold themselves in readiness, to come at 
to the scene of action. 

the interval of more than half-an-ho<)r, which took place 
'e their arrival, the Mayor, and those who were with him 
the Mansion house, were in the greatest personal danger. 
e people on the ouUide had driven in the Constables, torn 
the iron-railings in front of the house, and with stones and 
rge pieces of timber battered in the windows and window- 
nes, and the pannels of the doors, and were with the greatest 
[cult J prevented from forcing a complete entrance by having 
windows and doors barricaded with beds and furniture; 
had entered into the dining-room, and another room on 
ground floor, and destroyed the contents, and had made 
b a breach in the iar^e street-door as enabled them to rake 
sweep the hall with stones and large bars of wood; and 
y had, as it appears, provided and placed straw in the dining 
m for the apparent purpose of setting fire to the house, 
on the appearance of the soldiers, the people withdrew from 
attack, but did not disperse ; and directions were given to 
ilonel Brereton, who came to the Magistrates for orders, to 
get the streets cleared ; they however still continued to occupy 
the courts of the adjoining houses and the corners of the S<|iiare, 
near the Mansion-house, in considerable numbers, throwing 
stones at the windows and at the I4tb dragoons, two of whom 
were brought in wounded. Col. Brereton came in from time 
tn time to report to the Magistrates, and it appeared, from bis 
"'rteincQt, that the people were in very good humonr, that he 
id been shaking hands with them until his own arm was tired, 
..at their number was lesacninz, and that he should shortly 
ditperse them by merely riding tne troops about. It appeared, 
however, to the Magistrates, that their number was rather 
increasing than diminished, and that their conduct was tumul- 
tuous anu violent, as they still continued to assail the house 
by throwing stones, and attempted to force their way into the 
kitchen and other parts of the building; and the \1aglstrates 
considered it necessary to have the people dispersed. Colonel 
Brereton was asked if he had any directions which prevented 
him from acting under the orders of the Magistrates? and 
USwered that bis orders were to be under their directions; 
lOD which he was lold that Ihe Magistrates required him to 
BtrcetB, The people were !!Oon after driven from the 
, . without any cut or wound being inflicted, and they 
■treated to the neighbouring streets, in one of which the 
of the 14th dragoons were exposed to great annoyance, 
being pelted with stones, and being unable to follow the 
iple with effect, as they retreated across the Quay to the 
pi, the lamps having beca put out, and It being quite dark. 
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UpoQ one of the officers of the 14lh dragoons coiping in to 
complain of this, and statiag that the troops would be uselesslr 
sacrificed, and asking for permission to fire, one of the special 
CDDStahles offered to go with a party of S5 men, if tbej could 
be supported hj the soldiers, and dislodge thera ; but (his was 
■ D up upon Col. Breretou's suggesting that, in his opinion, 
would soon become quiet, ana go to their homes, if the; 
: left unmolested, and sayiog he would be answerable for 
I thepeace of the city, and would patrole it during the night. 

The Magistrates recommended the Sheriffs to call out the 
civil power of the county, and requested Capt. Shute, of the 
Bedminster troop of North Somerset Yeomanry Cavalry, to 
collect as many of his troop as he could in readiness by the 
liext day. 

It appears that during the night there bad been some fncthei 
insult and violence towards the 11th dragoons at some distance 
-from the Square, which in the result led to a man being shot. 
Some few persons continued in the Square all night; early in 
the morning they began to collect rapidly, and by 7 o'clock there 
were many hundreds assembled. Col. Brereton called at tho 
Mansion house, and ordered home the fen soldiers who remained 
there; shortly after which, the people commenced another 
attack upon the Mansion-house, and tore down the barricadoes 
Fhich had been fixed during the night, and entered in full 
force into the house. The \Iayor and one of the Sheriffs with 
difficulty escaped over the roof, and got to the Guildhall. 
The troops were recalled, and the people again withdrew, bat 
retained possession of the cellar, and drank the liquors. About 
balf-past ten the 14th again returned to their quarters, being 
followed by the mob, and pelted with stones, which they return- 
ed by firing several shuts in College-green ; notwithstanding 
which, the mob continued to pelt and insult them up to their 
very quarters. The Riot Act had been read three times by one 
of the Aldermen, who remained on the spot, and addressed the 
Diob, and entreated them to return to their houses; and soon 
afterwards the Alderman, in a conversation with Col. Brereton, 
requested the troops might fire ; but the Colonel said that the 
troops would not and should not fire, — it would be of no avail, 
■nd tbe mob would he so infuriated that tbev might overcome 
the troops, and the city he given up to slaughter. The Colonel 
said it would he better lo keep the mob in temper until the next 
morninE, when a reinforC'Cment of troops might be eipected. 
Upon ine arrival of tbe Mayor at the Guildhall a notice was 
isaued, apprising tbe citizens that the Hiot Act had beeh read, 

■-■-■' 'i the Appendix, No. 3, also a notice. Appendix 

fthe citizens at the Guildhall, to 



as stated i 

No. 3, requesting a n: 



assist in restoring the peace of the city. The Mayor also gave 
notice that Sir Charles Wetherell had left the city, which cir- 
cumstance took place soon alter the lirst attack upon tbe 
MansioD-bouse, Sir Charles having retired from it to a house 
«t some distance, and, by the advice of the Magistratef, 
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About 11 o'clock intelligence was brought to the Guildhall 
L thai the mob were proceeding in roiisiderable force to the City 
^Bridewell, with the declared purpose of setting at libertj some 

Eisoners who had been taken into custodVi and committed 
ereto on the Saturday. At this time the Special Constables, 
(being principally tradesmen of the city), who had been on 
duty from eighto'clock on the Saturday morning, had returned 
to their honsea, and only a few of the citizens had answered the 
Mayor's request, by coming to the Guildhall, and those who 
did attend expressed their readiness to act if they were sup- 
ported by the troops, hut at the same time their unwillingness 
to risk, their lives unless they could be so supported. At this 
time Col, Brereton applied to the Magistrates for their autho* 
rity to send the two troops of the 14th dragoons out of towD, 
statiug that the mob were so exasperated with them, in conse- 
quence ol their having fired, that the lives of every man of 
them would be sacrihced if they remained, lie was distinctly 
told bj the Magistrates that they could not authorise or consent 
to this, and that if he sent them away he must be personally 
responsible. He also stated that those troops, as well as the 
3d dragoon guards, were harassed and fatigued, as well men as 
horses, and could not render any assistance, or take any duty, 
for some time. The Magistrates remonstrated with him 
against this proposal, as the city would be left in a defenceless 
state ; and as the Colonel still insisted on the absolute necessity 
of the measure, he requested the Magistrates to point out 
quarters for the men, at the distance «f two or three miles from 
the city, which the Magistrates therefore did — informing him, 
at the same time, they could notrelieve him of his responsibility 
in this respect, or be considered as sanctioning, in any manner, 
the proposed removal of the troops. He in9ist«d also on the 
necessity of refreshing the 3d dragoon guards, and it is believed 
ordered most of them to quarters for that purpose. In a short 
lime after this (the mob having carried Bridewell by force, 
and liberated the prisoners, and set it on Are, and being about, 
as was alleged, to proceed to the City Gaol for the like purpose) 
several citizens bavin? by this time assembled at the Guildhall, 
in pursuance of the NIayor's requisition, and being called upon 
to give their assistance, stated, in Colonel Brereton's presence, 
that they would not act unless supported by the military. 
Colonel Brereton was again peremptorily desired to call out 
Ihe troops immediately, and again gave for an answer that he 
could not do it, as their lives would b« sacrificed without being 
able to do any ^ood. The mob prO'Ceeded, as was cipectcd, 
and succeeded in gelling possession of that prison ; two of the 
Magistrates having cone down with such civil force as they 
could collect, were driven back ; the particulars of which, and 
the conduct of such of the troops as were brought out on that 
occasion, are detailed in the account furnished by the Sheriffs 
in the statement which forms the Appendix, marked No. 4. 
It appears that, with reference to sending the 14th dragoons 
. fiut of the city, the officers and men were very uaffilliog to 
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gu, that the; were bj do means in a slate which made them 
■luitt: until for service, sad were anxious lo beactitel; eroploj- 
ed ; but Col. BreretoD informc-d them that it was the order of the 
Magistrates they should go, and go they must. The mob having 
succeeded in liberating all the prisoners from the Gaol, pro- 
ceeded Tor the same purpose, and with the same object, tu the 
Erison of Lawford's Gate, situated in the count; of Gloucester, 
ut in the immediate viciiiitj of Bristol, where they effected 
the same work of demolition and liberation. The Magistrates, 
by this time, had established them,selves as well as thej could 
in the Council-house, the Sheriff and a party of the citizens re- 
maining at the Guildhall , between both which places a constant 
communication was maintained, but no sufficient force either 
of Citizens or Special CoKsUblcs could be obtained to enable 
the Magistrates to eugage in further conflict, after the result of 
theeudeavour to relieve the Gaol. About thia time an attempt 
was made to set lire to the back of the MansioD'house, and 
there beiug six: soldiers in the Square at tho front, the cir- 
cumstance was communicated lo Iheiii, with a request that tbcy 
Kould show themselves at the hack in order to prevent it, which 
they refused, alleging that their orders were confined to kcepiDg 
the front of the Nfaiision-liouse clear. From I^aw ford's Gate the 
mob proceeded, in two divisions, to the Bishop's Palace; and 
the Mayor, with several persons who had been with him duripg 
the day, and followed by as many citizens as could be collected, 
went down to the scene of action, having given orders for all 
the troops which could be brought out to he there. The first 
divisioDof the mob having entered, were followed by many of the 
SpecialConstablesand the soldiers, who formed inside the court, 
and it was hoped the ringleaders might be secured : but just as 
the citizens came in contact with them, the main body of the 
mob were heard advancing. The Mayor, and the few persons 
who were with him between the two bodies, with difficulty passed 
through them ; and the Constables, who had attempted to secure 
some of the mob, on looking to the place where the soldiers bad 
been po»^ted, in the hope ot finding support, observed that the 
soldiers were gone, and finding themselves deserted, got away 
as they could, declaring that they would not again venture their 
lives. The Palace Has immediately set on fire and consumed. 
This was followed by the fifing of two complete side:, of Queen- 
square, containing nearly forty houses, including the Mansion- 
house, the Custom-house, and the Excise-office. During all 
this time, it will be seen that the Magistrates were wholly with- 
,out any sufficient means of protection or dcfeuce, the mob 
appearing to have had complete possession of the city. There 
was no interval during which the Mayor and Magistrates Tiere 
not at their post, exrept for u^ort time after their being driven 
from the Bishop's Palace, and retiring lo a private house in 
Berkeley-square, of which uolic* was almost immediately given 
to Colonel Brereton, as stated in the Appendix, Nos. 5 and 6. 
About four o'clock, one of the Magistrates went to the quarters 
of the 3rd dragoon guard s, and slated to the officer ii 
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tlie situatioD of the Square, saying that the wholeofil would be 
coDSumed unless mititar; assislance nas instantly afibrdcil. He 
expressed hisreadiDe&s to attend, but said lie could only furnish 
84 mcD ; he mentioued that a letter had been received from the 
Mayor; this appeared to be the letter Hif. 6 in the Ajppeudii. 
The officer, at the desire of the Magistrate, went with him to 
Col. Brereton's lodgings, the door of the military office having 
been before tried in Tain, The Colonel, upon being called up, 
and the circumstance stated, said it was of no use to take out 
thoscjaded troops, — they could do no good, — what cuuld they 
do against such a mob ? He was, however, strongly add repeat- 
edly urged, and consented to order out the troops : in about tea 
minutes they were out, and, on proceeding to the Square, found 
in Prioce's-street a warehouse in flames ; and a mob of about six 
or seven hundred persons in front of it, which the troops dis- 
persed, by charging up the street. On arriving in the Square, 
the mob, consisting of about sis hundred more, were just com- 
mencing an atiack upon the first two houses on the third side of 
the Square, two entire sides being in flames. The mob had 
entered the corner house with fire, and were battering the win- 
dows and door of the next to it. The troops formed in front of 
the two houses. The mob did not disperse, but continued round 
the soldiers. The fire in the corner house was extinguished 
and cleared, and, from the arrival of troops in the Square, no 
attempt was made to attack or set fire to any house. 

About six o'clock the mob had separated into small parties of 
twenty or thirty, in diETerent uarts of the Square, which tho 
soldiers were occasionally employad in dispersing. Upon one 
of those occasions a soldier was wounded by a shot fired by the 
mob ; and, by a little activity on the part of the soldiers, the 
streets were ultimately cleared, in the meantime, having sent 
to Gloucester and other places for assislance, and the two troops 
of the 14th having been brought into the city from their country 
quarters, and Major Beckwilh having arrived from Gloucester 
«nd taken the command of them, and receiving directions from 
the Magistrates to disperse the mob wherever they were found 
to be assembled in force, they were vigorously attacked. By 
these measures, and the arrival of a considerable number of 



troops of yeomanry from different parts of the country, the cilj 
"wai soon restored to a slate of comparative peace and security. 
1 have laid before your Lordship, as simply and shortly as 
possible, an outline of the principal transactions which have 
taken place in this city, wishing to avoid comment or observa- 
tion upon them. I believe every fact detailed can be fully 
T verified. If any part of the statement should appear to require 
I explanation, I shall be most happy to afford it. as I also shall he 
F to continue the detail at any subsequent period. 
I have the honour to be, my Lord, 
Your Lordship's obedient bumble servant, 

CHARLES PINNEY. Mayor. 
To ihe Right Honeutable 
Ltri Fiicounl Meltrournr, Ifc. tfe. o B 
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[The fuirnwingaru Ihe Docuineuts refurred tu in the Magistrates' 
Ktatcmcnis, at llie "Jppeitdix."] 
I No. I. 

■ Council- House, Briitol, 3Tlta Uctober, mi. 

Ii bfiiiK iipprehcnded, from information receiTed Ihroufih »«riou» chinnelj, 
tliat DOnii! indiscreet persons ma; be inclined lo promolefeetiDKB orim'siion 
■net excilement on Itie amiBl of Ltie llecorder in this cil; , Ihe Major and 
Aldermen most earneslljliope that all clasies of their fellow-dluens, howeier 
Ihey may dlETtr on paliiical subjects, will see the proprleljr of cordially cu- 
operelms lo mainiain peace and good order ; and Ih^t Ihey wilt abstBiD Fram 
msnlFestiag any declaration oFlheir opinions onsa colemn and innportani an 
occasion as the rfpliserj' ot his Majesiy't Gaol, incases affecting the lives nf 
the persons (o be Ined lor uSi:nceB against the laws of (heir country. Tlit 
AlaglBlrntas confldenity Irost ihat they may rely on the gooi sense and dis. 
cretii))] oFthe lohabiianli n<it lo depart from that orderly conduct nbicli has 
hiiherto preyailed io the city ; but should any duposiiion be shewn, tendinn 
10 create dioluibance, they feet it will became iheir imperative duly <o use all 

who may be found committing any breach of (he peace or other illegal aci. 
By Order or the Mayor and Aldermen, 

LUDLOW, Town-Clerk. 



I ttiembtingare guilty Dfcflptlal ft 



No. 3. 
il-huuie, Biittol, Sunday, Oct. 30, 18S1. 
e times. All pcrioni lumuKuoasIy 

By Order of THE MAYOR. 



Guildhair, 

Guildhall, Sunday Morning, half-past Ten o'ctoclt. 
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No. 4. 
np; been called on by Ihe tVIi^Elratet lo report 
ick upon the Gaol, have instituted an enquiry 
And ihal the G.'vernor haiing received infor. 
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ed to Ihe Maniion.house, lo inforni Ihe iVIagii- 
■e assistance, when he 
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•T, dingeroUBlr voundeit with a slidge-haninier ; and ihe whole 

1 KBltered ; and an enlrance was ihereupon effected at Ihe portnl, by 

_ b, who were provided whh tuola ihey liad oblalned on their way 1o the 

rOaoi- by breaking open an ironmonijer and anchor sniUh'i shop. That im- 

»aiediately after the mob eoiered, abiut t«-entji'fuur of llio nrd dmjiuuD 

Kfuirdscame towards the upol, at a s[ow p^ce, and^ as the iroopa approached, 

'-'emobfledinalldireclinna. The troops nnoved to the front nf tbe Gaol ; 

il, as they took na olfensive measures, ibe populace again drew near to it, 

„»re being Llien about one hundred persona of the muh wiibin the walls. 

The Governor, who had talten BhelterfromLheniob, at a hnuce immediately 

Ml Ihe Gaol wall, saw the Guards approach, and went towards them, 

he saw them returning, withnui slopping at ell. nr inlerferine wHh Iha 

Pciob. the people cheerin([ them, and some of Ihe loldiery waiin/iheir ^luTes 

ftft return. The mub [hen obtained complete p >bsessian of ihe Gaol, liberated 

' possession of the Gaol until Monday morning, when the cavalry bflving dis- 
persed the people in the adjoining square, the possession of the building was 
recovered. The SherifTs have also to report ihal Ihe damige done lo the 



The Miyor of Bristol deiir 



; Colon 



Ld Kive B 
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e, as far as possible, the public peace. The Eiot t 
imei to-day^ Col. Drereton will hare the goodnes 
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— ' ich may subsequently arrive in this city. 
Mr. Daniel Fripp's, No. 30, Berkeley. square, 
Sunday nighi, 12 o'clock, 3ath October, IS3I. 
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MafCislnte will be found al No. 30, Berkeley -square. Mr. Dame! 
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:k, Monday Morning, 31st Oct. 18E1. 
lie officer of bit Majesty's troops, to lake 

;ans in your power to quell tbe 

of property. 

CHARLES PINNKY. 



b Col. BsiaETON, or the Cummanding VOtccr 
of his Majesty's troops. 

IT Mr. GOLDNET, 

Mr. W.HiRMt.Jun. 
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COUNCIL-HOUSE. 



J Fir Loan,— I feel it my duty, as Major acd Chief Magis- 
trate of the City of Bristol, to lay before your Lordship a 

' atatement of a fen facts relating to the uDhappy traosactiom 
vhich have lately taken place in this city. Three troops of 
cavalry had beeo, upon the application of the Magistrates, sent 
to the neighbourhood, before the a9th of October, in order to 
assist in maintaining the public peace, on the occasion of Sir C. 
Wetherell (as Recorder) coming here to hold the Gaol Delivery 
en that day. The puhlic entry of SirCharles into the city, the 
reading tbc Charter at the Guildhall, and Sir Charles's arrival 
at (he Mansion -Ho use, had been el^I^cted by about 19 o'clock 
vithout having had recourse to the troops; and Col. Brereton, 
upon his application soon aflernards for orders, was told to keep 
them in readiness for immediate service when called upon, the 
mob which hud accompanied Sir Charles having continued in 
front sf the Mansion-house, and occasionally thrown stones at 
the windows, and having been in other respects noisy and violent. 
About live o'clock, the Constables having gone to the assist- 
ance of a man who was in danger at the distance of a few doors, 
two of tt^m being broucht in considerably wounded, and being 
ultimately driven into the Mansion-bouse, a violent attack was 
made by the mob upon the building i the iron railing in front 
was torn up, the pannels of the doors were forced, and the 
window frames beaten in. The Constables being unable to 
maintain possession of the hall, in consequence of (he brick-bats, 
stones, and pieces of timber by which it was raked, the mob 
effected an entrance, destroyed all the furniture in the rooms on 
the ground-floor, and, as it appears, had provided and placed a 
quantity of straw in one of the rooms. Three dispatches were 
sent for the troops, whoarrivcd about 40 minutes after they had 
been sent for, and relieved the persons in the Mansioo-house 
from their critical situatinn. On the arrival of the troops the 
mob retired from Ihe door, but continued to occupy tbc ground 
in front, in great numbers, at a very short distance ; and as soon 
as the troops had passed the street, the mob returned again close 
under the windows of the Mansion-house, but without renewing 
any attempt to force an entrance. Col. Brereton was directed 
by the Magistrates to clear the streets, disperse the mob, and 
preserve the peace of the city. The troops under his direction 
continued at a slow trot lo march round the Square, in which 
the Mansion-house is situated, and the communicalmg streets. 
The mob cheered the soldiers, and sung God save the Kings 
aJid it appears that Col. Brereton addressed them, and shook 
liands with many ofthcm. The mob continued at intervals to 
throw stones at the windows of the Mansion-house in different 
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dircctiansi and, in a short time, tvo soldiers of the ULh 
s were bnmght in wounded, one of them coosiderablj. 
{The Riot Act had been read at least two hours before ; and upoa 
Uiese acts of violeace contiauing-, the Magistrates urged Col. 
BreretoD to proceed with more effect in getting peace restored. 
He dissuaded the Magistrates from directing a greater degree 
of force to be used, expressing his opinion that the mob appeared 
4o he very good-humoured, and that he hoped and eipecled 
'^'ery shortly to get them away. In consequence of the disin- 
■elinatioo he maaifested, he was asked if he had any directions 
l^m jour Lordship which prevented him from actine; under the 
Magistrates' orders. To which he answered, my orders are to 
bke the directions of the Magistrates. And, in reply to this, 
ft was stated to him that the N^gistrates' directions were to clear 
the streets, and to get the city into a state of quiet. 

barge in the interior of the Square was made, which in a 

inutes dispersed the mob, and they retreated to a place 

called the Quay, to which the soldiers followed them, and were 

lasssiled by stones ; they had before put out the lamps, and one 

L«f the cavalry officers came to the Magistrates to know if he 

■ tnight iirc some rounds of cartridges down the street, as the 

kjnob, by retreating into ships, when driven by the cavalry to the 

J- prink of the Quay, preserved the means of annoyance, and 

^^Bndered it impossible for the cavalry to get at them. One of 

le special constables proposed, with five-and-twenty men, if 

rpported by the soldiers, to go and clear the ships; but this 

IS given up, aswasany further use of active force, it appearing, 

ftdfion Colonel Brereton's statement, that they seeSed to be 

beaceably inclined, and that he enpected, if they were left lo 

Ihemselveii, the city would be quiet. The military, therefore. 

Continued merely to patrol the streets, ond, with the exception 

of one short conflict, during which one of the rioters was shot 

by a soldier of the 14th, it is believed there was no disturbance 

until the 

assemble 

About 6 o'clock, and shortly after the soldiers were removed 
from the house, a violent attack with stones and iron bars was 
made upon the Mansion-house, which had been barricaded 
with planks during the ni^ht, and made as secure as circum- 
stances would permit; anB the mob were upon the point of 
forcing an entrance, when I, with some others, left the house, 
by gomg over the roofs. The mob immediately afterwards 
entered and took possession. Some time hefore my leaving thfe 
bouse. Col. Brereton had withdrawn the troops, having men- 
tioned that the few troops there had no other effect than that of 
attracting the mob, without being a,hle to render any service, 
and that they were much harassed, and must go to their quarters, 
n after the troop had withdrawn, the mob entered into 
iou'house, got possession of the cellars, and became 
licated, and within 30 or 40 minutes after the troops had 
been sent to the stables, they were again called for, hut, except 
X small party of the 3rd dragoon guards, did not stay long, and 
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the mob having followed and pelted the I4th, four or flvcsholi 
were discharged upon Ihem. Soon after this, I and several 
Magistrates being assembled at the Guildhall, Col. Brereton 
applied to us for oui authorit; to withdraw the 14th from the 
city, staling that they were so much harassed, and had so much 
exasperated tbe fecliDgs of the public, that they could not 
remaiD, except at the peril of their lives. Col. Brereton was 
told ID answer, that the Magistrates not only could uot 
authorise him to do so, but directed it cot to he done, saying 
that the miliury had been sent down for the protection of the 
city, and that the persons aod property of the inhabitants could 
not be protected without them. Col. Brereton stated that their 
slaying would he utterly useless; they were harassed and wotu 
out, and wanted refreshment, and were altogether insufBcicnl 
in their present condition, and that it 
herore tbey would be fit for service agait 
sent them off it roust he done upon his o 
that the Magistrates would not relieve 
same time, upon his asking where it woi 
go, it was stated that the Magistrates wc 

if they could not assist him, and, subject to bis rcspousibility. 
recommended Brislington as tbe nearest quarters. 

Soon after this, infonnatioo was brought that the mob was 
proceeding to Bridewell to release the prisoners, and several of 
the inhabitants having assembled at the Guildhall, in pursuance 
of a rei[uisition of tbe Magistrates, they refused to act without 
the assistance of the troops. Col. Brereton was desired to bring 
the troopvinio immediate service, and some time afterwards 
was asked, before the citizens, if be had ordered out the 14th, 
as well the 3d dragoon guards; He stated that he had not 
and could not do so ; tbey would be useless, and it would 
r endanger their lives. He was remonstrated with upon this, and 
told expressly that the Magistrates demanded and required 
I their protection. I find that, upon his going to the quarters 
of the 14th, and desiring them to go out of town, they were 
unwilling to do so, and expressed the utmost readiness to act, 
hut that they were told by tbe Colonel that it was the Magis- 
trates' order, and that they must go. I find also that the horses, at 
that time, were by no means in astate incapable of service. From 
this time, up to eight o'clock in tbe evening, at which time 
I tbe Bishop's Palace was fired and destroyed, and the mob had 
I set fire to the Mansion-bouse, (in the mean time the Gaols of 
Newgate, Bridewell, and Lawford's Gate having been fired, 
and tbe prisoners discharged) tbe Magistrates had no assistance 
from the military, and, as 1 believe, no effort whatever was 
made to render any — except that some soldiers marched to th« 
Gaol when it was first attacked, which might, 1 believe, have 
been successfully defended, if the troops had not almost imine- 
I diatcly retired — and except also that a few troops went to the 
I Bishop's Palace, in aid of the Constables, and withdrew from 
■ it when the Constables came in contact with the mob— and 
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also escept about six or eight mco who pattolled near the 
Maasion-huuse. Having gone to the Bishop's Palace upon ths 
first alarm, with several of the Special Constables, and they 
having been, as I have understood, in contact with the mob, 
and having been disappoiutcd b; the retirement of the troops, 
just about the time wbeo a fresh body of the mob were coming 
up, I went to the house of a friend in the neighbourhood, from 
which, in the course of the night (first at IS, and afterwards at 
three o'clock in the raoraing) 1 sent urgent requisitions to Col. 
Brereton for assistance ; not only the Mausion-housc and 
Custom-house were burning, hut other houses had been set on 
fire, and by the time the troops were taken down to the spot, 
through the personal application of a Magistrate, two sides of 
the Square, consisting of nearly forty houses, were burning! 
but, upon their coining down, the mob desisted from further 
attempts. 

On the Monday, Major Bcckwith, of the 14th, came from 
Gloucester, and, the division of the 14th having been brought 
back, took the command of the cavalry, and, under the sanction 
of the Magistrates, charged the mob wherever they were assem- 
bled in bodies, speedily dispersed them, and in a great m 
restored peace and security to the city. 

I have considered it proper, with the < 
brother Magistrates, to submit this statemei 
tion, not intending to make any charge or 
any body, but tbiuking it proper that the causes of such an awful 
calamity as the city has experienced should be enquired iuto. 

I have every reason to believe that the conduct of the soldiers 
and their officers was ei>titled to your Lordship's approbation ; 
but I doubt very much whether the military assistance afforded 
to us by his Majesty's Government was employed as it might 
bave been, and as the pressing exigency of the case required. 

1 have the honour to be, my Lord, 

Your Lordship's very obedient humble servant. 



I 









To Ike Right ffonourable 
Lord Bill, Src. i(c. 



CJIARLES PINNEY, 



THE BRISTOL HIOTS, 

HOUSE OF COMMONS.— December 6, 1831. 
Sir Charles WetherelVs Statement. 



I tnoDs OD Tuesdaj, is of siich peculiar importance as regards tbc 

I late disturbances Id Bristol, — his defence bo 'complete, — aad 

' bis exposure of the falsehoods unblushingij' put forth by the 

Hadicat Press so unanswerable, — that we are induced to give it 

DJDent place ia our columns.] — Felix Farlej/, 



c passage in his Majcstj's 
which he felt a great 
o doubt thai the house 



>ir C. Wetherell said ther 
. apeech which referred to a subject c 
~ :iet; to express himself) aud he hai 

all sides would honour him with its attention, (ffea 
i an:(iety arose from several considerations: £rsl, from a 
isideratiun of the duty which he owed to the public ; 9ndly, 
I from a consideration of the duty which he owed to the laws; 
and, lastly, from a consideration of the duty which he owed 
to himself. He alluded to that part of the King's speech in 
which reference was made to the late calamitous occurrences 
I at Bristol. (Hear.J For reasons which were perfectly obvi- 
ous, the speech omitted to so into the history of those disastrous 
occurrences. Indeed, as iBe inquiries Into the circumstances 
out of which they arose were at that moment in progress, nntil 
they should have been concluded it would have been highly 
improper to go into a detail of facts the true nature and extent 
of which had not yet been clearly ascertained. He had been 
charged by the Press in most parLs of Great Britain and Ireland 
with beingdirectly the author of all the disasters that had befallen 
Bristol. But if the smallest part of those calamities were really 
ttUributahle to him, he would be content to retire in shame from 
that bon. bouse, and to hide his diminished head in the obscu- 
rity to which public indignation and contempt might justly 
drive him. (Loud cheers ) But yet that charge had been re- 
iterated from time to time by all the Press of London, and 
ecially by those writers who avowed that they had communi- 
caiions with the existingGovernment — who asserted from time to 
time Intelligence was communicated to them by the members of 
theGovernment, and whobad, at all events given information to 
the public which they could get only from the Government. — 
f Hear, hear.) Now, it was not to be inferred that he found 
ftult with the Government for so communicating with the 
Press. But in all those Journals the charge had Deen made 
■gainst him that he went down to Bristol, in the exercise of 
his functions as a Judge under his Majesty's Commission, 
contrary to the remonstrances of the Government, and of tbe 
Magistrates of that town — that his doing si) was the effect of 
indiscretion, obstinacy, fool hardiness, and a wish to stimulate 
the people to acts of violeoce : in short, that his conduct was 
influenced by every unworthy motive, which the r 
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house — he nould not suy four-and-twenty hours, but four- 
aad-tnenty days. (A laugh.) Bui wheu newspapers, which 
were in commitni cation with the Governnnent, made those 
attacks upon him and represented him as the author of the 
calamities at Bristol, he was compelled to assert, that some 
members of the I'ress were become tyrannical, base, and slan- 
derous— (hear) — for many of those who made such assertions 
respecting him, knew well that they were false. (Hear, hear.) 
How stood the case ? A gentleman, connected with the office 
of Recorder of Bristol, called on him in the ordinary discharge 
of his duty, some time previous to the period fixed for the gaol 
delivery in that city, and he informed him that he did not think 
it safe for the Recorder to enter Bristol in the usual manner 
to perform his duly on the occasion then approaching, without 
U)e protection of a stronger force than the civil authorities 
had at their disposal . In consequence of the information he 
had thus received, he consulted with the Maeistracy, and he 
foDud them to be of opinion that the constabulary force which 
they could obtain would not be sufficient to prevent riot ; and 
it was accordingly decided that a deputation should wait upon 
the oohle lord (the Secretary for tlie Home Department) to 
npresent to him the necessity for a military force. It might be 
mked why did nol he (Sir C. Wetherell) attend with that depu- 
ktioD } His reason was this, that if the noble lord and the 
deputation should have occasion to enter into any discussion 
relating to him, he might furnish them by his absence an ample 
opportunity to do so. (Hear, hear.) Those gentlemen were 
then informed by the noble viscount, that military assistance 
shonld be furnished to the Magistrates, and a request was made 
that he should attend with the deputation at another interview. 
In two days afterwards, he believed, he did so. Here, then, 
was one instance in which it was communicated to the Govern- 
ment that military assistance was necessary for the protection 
of the Judge in the exercise of his duty. Word was then sent 
down to the authorities at Bristol, that every thing should go 
on as usual. Honourable gentlemen opposite were aware of 
the truth of his statement, and he was sure that it would be 
confirmed by the members of his Majesty's Government. 
(Hear, hear, hear.) Now if they saw that military assistance 
was necessary to preserve peace at the entry of the Judge, and 
that that was a sufficient reason far the suspension of the general 
gaol delivery, surely they would have stated that, either at the 
first interview with the depuUtion, or at that which he (Sir 0. 
Wetherell) was present. For his jiart he did nothing more 
than send down word, as had been agreed upon, that every 
' ' " ■ lie trusted that the house 
a full and flat contradict 
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tiuu to the gross calumD;^ whkli had been kept up 

London newspapers Tor nearly a fortnight, and from thence ww 

poured through the arteries of the press into ever; part of tbc 

GDUDtrj', aaiT was convejed back through the veins, having 

undergone the usual ulteratiuns in its course. (Laughter) 

With whatever glorj the slander might appear in the Times of 

the morniDg, additional hrightaess was shed upon it bj The Sun 

in the afternoon— -(^ laugh) — and the Courier at length took it 

oGTto Paris — {Laughter) — neglecting nothing bj the waif thai 

euuld make it more astringent, acrimonious, and oSensive. 

(Bear.) Well, the French papers assured the public that hia 

(Sir C. W.'s) conduct was greatlj condemned indeed bj the 

eoteriee — that was the word — (A laugh)— hut he did not know 

whether thej meant the coteries of La rue des Tuilleries, or 

those of La rue de la Pais, {A laugh.) He only knew that 

the conduct of the bumble individjal then before the house 

was most unsparingly assailed on all sides. He need not tell 

the house that the press of Ireland kept pace with that of 

Endand, and attacked him with no less vehemence and injustice. 

Alfthis might seem more than a man ought to endure without 

repelling it, nor would be have borne with it, but that he 

should nave been unworthy of his station as a Judge — be 

should have degraded himself as a gentleman — {Hear) — he 

should have forgotten his dignity as a member of the Engliih 

Parliament — if ho had surrendered his right of opposing the 

Reform Bill, and of slating to that house, and to the country, 

fully and fearlessly, the grounds of his opposition. {Cheert.) 

1 He would not consent to surrender any of those rights, bjen- 

I tering into a controversy with the newspapers for the purpose of 

refuting the slanders of his numberless assailants. Indeed, to 

do so it would have been necessary to write letters to every 

I editor in England, informing him that he had been altogether 

f niisinformed as to his (Sir Charles Wcth ere 11 's) conduct. {J 

\ laugh.) That course he w«uld nut consent to take, but be did 

liope the time would come when, in that house, he should have 

sn opportunit;^ of explaining himself, and of showing to the 

tion that which every candid man connected with theGovern- 

:nt must acknowledge to have been thu true nature of the 

I pccurrences, Again, it bad been .said that a deputation from 

I the Magistrates of Bristol waited upon him in London, to 

I dissuade him from going down, and that, subsequently. 



t wiother deputation met him at Bath, for the same purpos 
I Bat that was nut the tru1h. He bad already explained the 
[ nature of the communication which he had had with the depu- 
tation to London, and the gentlemen who waited upon him in 
Bath did so for the purpose of communicating to hiin the very 
I judicious arrangements which had been made for the purpose of 
protecting tbc procession. It was determined, and, as he 
thought, very properly, that the military, which the Govern- 
iBent had placed at the disposal of the \fagistrates, should not 
be displayed parading the streets, as forming part of the pro- 
cession, but that they should be kept under cover; and, in 
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t, if it were Dot fur the Political Union, it would not have 
in generall; known in tiie eitj tliat there was any Bpprehen- 
•ion of niilitarj assistance being likel j to be required. It was 
ftoii^ht right to avoid the excitement which that might have 
occasioned. But he would not go into a detail, which had, very 
ropertf, as he thought, heen abstained from in the speech. 
t was not true thai he disappeared from Bristol as bad been 
Lid— C.-//flBg'A)— until after the bt-d of the Chief Magistrate 
id been taken oS* the bedstead, and put in the window of 
le Mansion-bouse, to make a barricade. Then be certainly 
id think that the presence of the Judge was no longer neces- 
iry. (Hear, hear.) The gaol delivery was terminated, and 
L six ur seven o'clock in the evening of the Saturday he left 
le town, so that every thing which occurred on the Sunday 
od Monday took place without his knowledge. He thought 
l«t he had now said enough to exculpate himseirin the eyes of 
K house. (Bear.) If he bad not done so, he might appeal to 
le liberality — might invoke the spirit — might cTiallenge the 
aurage of any mail in that part of tlie house, and he might ask 
tm with respect, would he stand up in his place, and tell 
im <Sir Charles Welherell) what course, in the same cir- 
umatanccs, he would have pursued ! {Hear, hear, hear.)^ 
Fo, he knew he should not be so answered in that bouse. He 
new that no man there could go within a hundred leagues of 
tiling hira what imputations, what sneers, what insults, what 
trmB, inconsistent with the respect due to a gentleman and a 
of the House of Commons, would have been poured 
■pon him by the many-tongued, roany-fanged, foul-mouthed, 
KDOmous Press of England. Would it not have been said that 
W had basely and falsely declined to attend to his duly through 
■ feigned apprehension of tumults which no one else had ever 
dreamt off Would it not have heen said that he was a false and 
deceitful Anti-Reformer — that be bad invented the tale of pro- 
jected riots, and that, with the cowardice which is Ibe constant 
companion offalsehood, he shrank from encountering the danger 
which bis own invention ainne had created 7 (Cheers.) The 
newspapers to which he alluded had not even yet exhausted their 
calumnies, and had nut ceased to throw outimputations, base, 
false, and unjust, respecting the disasters of which they stig- 
matised him as the author, and the reasons for which his name 
had been omitted in the commission appointed to try the rioters. 
The hon. gentleman opposite, who seconded the address, made 
some allusions to those mailers, and be (Sir C. W.} wished lo 
make one or two observations in reply. That gentleman as- 
serted that the transactions at Bristol had not grown out of the 
reform question, or, in other words, that the delinquents were 
not reformers, but strangers to the city, and outcasts, who were 
ever ready to take part in riot, and to seize opportunities of 
pillage. It was extremely difficult to show what part of the 
motives which actuated the rioters was love of reform, and what 
part originated in other feelings. In one thing, however, he 
kgrecd wiih the hon, gentleman, that no respectable citizens of 
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Bristol took part in the tumults. But he would neither affirm 
nor deny that reform whs one of the causes. He had a paper 
hefore him, to which he wnuld call the attention uf the house, 

ted to Bristol, but as 

m throughout the kin 
the Bristol Political Union assumetT the power of deposing 
the Ma^islratcs and the Itecorder of that city. It began bj 
expressing the surprUe of the Union that the Magistrates 
should have called in the troops to protect the entry of Sir 
Charles Wetherell into the town ; and then it went on to say. 
that if the Magistrates felt themselves unable to preserve the 
peace of the city, they ought to retire from their office and 
allow Magistrates to he elected by the votes of the citizens. 
Thus the Union first created the disturbance, and then told 
the Magistrates, that if they could not put it down, tbey 
must resign, forsooth. {^ laugh.) Then they proceed to say, 
that men clotbed in the robes of the Magistracy ought not 
to be politicians. Well, certainly that was rather a strange 
doctrine. He wondered what my Lord Brougham and Vaui 
would think of it, for, of course, it must be taken to apply to 
him. I^Laughler.) But for his part, he (Sir C. Wetherell) 
saw no reason why a man should be precluded from forming 
opinions on great questions concerning the interests and hap- 
piness of his country, because he was entrusted with the admi- 
Distration of its laws. (CAeers.) There was nothing incompatible 
or inconsistent in the two characters of Judge and politician. 
(Hear, bear.) But the Union thought otherwise, ana "recom- 
mended Sir Charles Wetherell to retire from the office of 
Recorder — lA laugh) — as the best means of preventing riot, 
and, perhaps, bloodshed." So then, all they asked was merely 
that he should retire, that the Corporation should lay down its 
privileges, and allow them (the Union) to elect a Recorder 
and hfagistrates. (Laughter.) He could not say how they 
meant to regulate the franchise — whether it was to be universal 
suffrage or limited to the ten-pound householders. But they 
gave tne Magistrates this election, that if they were not able to 
put down the tumulls without the aid of the military, then 
every crime that should be committed should he attributed to 
the Corporation, and its charter must be resigned. They con- 
cluded tneir address by " c:ihorting the people in the mean time 
to keep the peace, as the only means of oblaining the rights 
which they were seeking." Having deposed the Magistrates, 
and having talked about riots and b^odshed as the consequences 
of the Corporation uot pursuing the line of conduct which they 
pointed out. then they concluded, like the authors of most docu- 
ments of that kind, exhorting the people to peace. He would 
repeat, that be could not undertake to say what share in the 
motives of the rioters was to be attributed to reform ; but he 
could not but think that they who put forth that paper on the 
morning of the day on which the tumults commenced, were 
much more the authors of those disorders than was the indivi- 
dual to whom the whole had been ascribed. (Hear.) As to 
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time ago at Nottingham, when (as be 

shown the house) the castle of a noble 



bich the honourable 
Tcd in the 
moved an 



speech had occurred 
I address, he (Sir C. Wetherell) would certainly h: 
\ Amendment — a cuura ' * ' ' ■■>--■- 

I to follow. In that c: 
^.lo what occurred soi 

, n a former occa 

duke was attacked because he was an A nil- Reformer. He had 
then taken the liberty of stating, that if once it was allowed 
that vengeance should be wreaked upon any man for his 
political ppinions, there would be no safety for the person or 
property of any man i and the partition wall wbich divided the 
castle of the Duke of Newcastle from the mansion of any 
reformer was too thin to prevent the conflagration from devas- 
tating the latter. (Cheers) What hadaclually occurred since J 
Why the custom-house of the Chaucclior of the Exchequer, a 
reformer, had been burnt to the ground. (A laugh.) When dis- 
turbances and tumults have once arisen, they frequently 
'assume, in their progress, a new character wholly uucounected 
'with the causes which, in the first instance produced them. 
I (Hear, hear.) When, therefore, a castle was burnt down by a 
P*riotDUS mob, solely because its owner held obnoxious opinions, 
V%e (Sir C. Wetherell) exhorted the government to send down a 
HlSpecial Commission. Bui there was no promptitude then. 
WlfjCbeera.) Neither did he see any siens of promptitude at pre- 
Mnt. Speaking on the subject of the Commission, he must 
My that nc did not know on what grounds the Mayor and tho 
FRecorder had been passed over. He had put" in his claim to be 
PjBamed on the Commission. He had a right to be placed upon 
. and he had sent a written communication to that effect to 
Oie Secretary of State and the Lord Chancellor. It was cer- 
Htainl; that species of right which might be superseded by 
Vtepediency. But in this case, what was the enpediency i Was 
l^knot indirectly imputin? to him that this was a case in which 
jSersonal feelings might interfere with the Just and impartial 
fliacbarce of his duties as a Judge > That was a stigma which 
lie washoaestly desirous to avoid, and he therefore claimed his 
SHghl to be nominated in the Commission— (CScert) — and he 
ytnade the same claim on the part of the Corporation, and of 

1 who constituted the Court sitting at the gaol 

O^iiver;. (Hear.) He would not charge the Government with 
^iit«nding to do any thing personally offensive to him, if he 
"■"uld not prove it, nor would he charge them with degrading 
e Corporation, if he had no reason to believe they did so. 
He thought, however, that they had committed a great error 
'n not putting in the Commission every name that was in tho 
'"■nmission of the General Gaol Delivery. For now it would 
aid, that they gave way to the Union. {Bear.) It was 
* true, they had given way to another Union, and they corres- 
Iponded with another. (Ckeert.) He would, while upon this 
f subject, notice a matter which had been made a prominent topic 
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in the speech friiin the tbrone — it was that a new municipal 
force Hoold be required for the preservation of peace in this 
country. The plan was not very clearly traced out; something 
was iadicated, but nothin? very definitive was stated ; and, at 
■II events, it was to be Tioped that Dothing special againsl 
Bristol was in the contemplation of his Majesty's Government, 
(Bear, hear.) Sir Charles concluded by saying, he hoped he 
Stood before the house, with re^rd to'his moral conduct, is 
completely acquitted as he felt entitled to be — as, indeed, he bad 
fceen by all on one side, and as be expected to be by many on 
the other. 



[from FelU Farlfi/'a Brialol Journal, Dec. 10, 183: 



M 



SiH CbahlesWethebell.— The following is the justification 
ofthe visit of Sir Charles to hold the Gaol Delivery in this city 
in October last, pronounced in the House of Commons by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. Surely after this we shall hear no 
more from the Hefarmers that Sir Charles came here 
unadvisedly, or without the full sanction of his Majesty's 
Government : — 

" The hon. and learned gentleman (Sir C. Wetherell) had 
made «ome remarks for the purpose of exculpating himself from 
certain accusatious which faad been made against him, and be 
[Lord Althorp) was ready to confirm all that part of the statc- 

' loent of the hon, and learned gentleman in which be denied 
that the Government had remonstrated against his going to 
Bristol. {Hear, hear.) The Government had done no such 

[ tbiug, and if it had done 10 it would have acted moH iaiproperlg. 

I The Government knew that the hon, and learned gentleman 
being Recorder of Bristol, the Sessions could not legally be 

' held in the city without bis presence. It was the duty of the 
hon. and learned gentleman to attend at those sessions, and it 
was the duty ot Government to protect him in doing so. 
{Hear.) That duty he would contend the Government had 

I peiformed, but, for reasons already stated, he would not then 

I go into that part of the question. Tua LEAaneo Ornti 

I WAS THEREFOSE QUITE ACQUITTED 
INtTRANCES a 
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he'oSject of the rulluwing Narrative is eviilcntlj to praise! 
tlieeiertionaof the military, to whom (with ono excejiliuii 
at tc&st) the citizens uf Bristol are deeply indiilited. Tlii: 
nriter has, however, inflicted Ihs lash orbi-i censure on somu 
parties wilh more severity than troth, Neverlhcless the 
Narrative is highly iatfiresling, and will dnscrvedly take its 
plicc among the records of the lucmurnble '■ Three Days."] 
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Whenever and how 
be actively eniployed, 
nature and reaiiltt of theii 
Bristol, contemiitibli 
onchecked growth, I _ 

force, it behoves us to describe the |ifuceeding.t of tlie troop's 
Qmpluyetl, and the circumstances whirh called them into action. 
tVe shall, speak only upon ihc testimony of eye nitnes^iGj, 
confining ourselves to facts, and discarding other partizunahip, 
■ave the advocacy of truth and duty, vrhctTier pnbiic or profes- 
tioaaJ. The session of garil delivery having arrived, the Hc' 
corder of Bristol, Sir CharlcsWetherell, proceeded to that city, 
with the full concurrence of His Majesty's Government, to dis- 
eharce his important and imperative duties. We need not 
describe the political opinions of Sir Charles Wetherell, nor 
point out tu unprejudiced persons, how distinct, under a Cansti- 
totiun tike the British, are the vieivs uf the senator in debatti 
and the decisions of the judge upon the juderaenl-seat. The 
ftccorder of Bristol attomptcd to fultil, thoueb, it appoars, at 
Ifce hazard of his life, a public dnly, to have shrunk from which, 
Bnder the peculiar circumstance;, would have exposed him. 
•nd with justice, to charges nliich no public functionary or 
man of spirit would deliberulely incur. His advent, however, 
Iras made a pretext for outrages uf the most wanton and 
Atrocious character. It is a lamentable omen of dei^enerate 
feelir.g in a free people, when a. manly independence oropinion 
Knd bearing subjects individuals to personal violence, or ev.'U 
■tartyrdom i while thn basest sycophancy and abnegation of 
principle are recognized as legitimate claims to the honours uf 
tt rank popularity. 

The arrival of Sir Charles Wetherell at Bristol, on Saturday, 
the :J9th October, was the si|;nal fo'r riot and pillage. Scenes 
ensued, and continued for three days, which will remain infa- 
mously memorable oh regards the clly of Bristol, its magistrates, 
and inhabitants; while the part performed by the handful of 
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The cilj of Bristol is one of the most defensible in Ihe kiDg- 

dom, being intersected and in parts almost insulated by a deep 

I and muddj river, crossed by several drawbridges, while the 

1 ground gradually rises from the right, or northern channel, 

with open spaces on the must centrafand commanding points. 

irhese last-named localities, though offering little obstruction 

f to the operations of cavalry, were, by some unaccountable 

infaluBtion, suffered to remain for three days the principal scenes 

[ of riot and destruction. The troops present in the vicinily of 

Bristol on the 29th of October, were a squadron of the 14th 

I light dragoons, commanded by Capl. Gage, and CapL War- 

ington's Iroop of the 3rd dragoon guards. The superior 

ommand devolved on Lieut.-Coloner Brereton, Inspectiog 

Field-Offlcer of the district, as senior officer on the spot. The 

e prepared to meet a duueer, of which early and sufficient 

notice had been given by thelocal authorities, was numerically 

inadequate to the occasion -. yet did the smalt band in question 

prove fully equal to the emer^ncy, although paralysed for a 

time by causes independent ot their own efficiency and spirit. 

From the beginning to the end of these Riots, there was not a 

single moment at which the dragoons, while suffered to retain 

tbeir ground, were not both fit and ready to act, if directed to 

do so, with prompt and decisive effect. It ia evident from the 

, fesult, that a moderate display of vigour and decision in the 

I first instance, might have a.rrested the progress of these destrnc- 

, tive and disgraceful riots — nor is there any inference more 

clearly established by experience than that the "soothing 

system" but adds fuel to the course of lawless outrage. The 

mosi painful, invidious, and difficult position in which an officer 

[ «^n be placed, is that which involves duties similar to those 

-. imposed on ihe troops at Bristol. Here, however, bis path was 

[ pointed out l>y the law itself, whose sword was put into his 

I bands. The first duty of an officer is certainly the care of the 

\ BoldierK committed to his charge — a duty which by no means 

I embraces a lender regard for the passions and persons of rebels 

^nd robbers, seeking to destroy or disable those very soldiers — 

the former outraging the laws, the latter upholiling them. 

How then are we to estimate the judgment, the patriotism, or 

I atprit de carps of an officer, who, justified at alt points, even on 

the score of humanity, acting with energy, and appealed to by 

every motive most cogent with a manly mind, yet chooses to 

decline the coercion of outlaws, whom to attack was to defeat, 

to spare but to encourage ; who turns the tables upon his own 

men, summoned to protect an assaulted city ; and who, by this 

act, and others equally coatiderale, virtually incapacitates the 

troops from effecting the sole object of their presence, and 

lenders them the butt of savage triumph and murderous ferocity! 

If we combine the excesses on the one side and the deficiencies 

~ on the other, which marked this audacious tumult, it will be 

difficult to find its parallel in history. It furnishes, however, 

a pregnant lesson at tbe present crisis. It has developed the 

|_Ktual yiewa k') dispositioiis of the populace, wbo^^ib^^^ 
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bntural colours the debasing selfishness, the sheer poltroonery of 
those who, aSectin? the language of the patriot, but shrinking 
from the duties of tne citizen, roiilly contemplate the progress 
or pillage and conBagration, till the destroyer knocks at their 
t>\ra doors — who spurn the contamination of a judge, recusant 
of their political creed, but crouch with a servile fear beneath 
ihe brand and the bludgeon of CKcarcerated felons — who cry 
Aloud and lament them at the decnj of independence and the 
growth of slavery — yet prostrate themselves, their families, and 
ineir possessions, at Ihe first suromons, before the Fiend of 
Anarrhvl Finally, it has taught, in legible characters, the 
Value of the army, by which the peace of the country is actually 

S reserved ; and has dissolved by the practical test of experience, 
lat most mischievous of bugbears, the physical-force aelusioB; 
teaching, bj facts, the utter futility of the demagogue's doc- 
trine, and proving to demonstration the immeasurable supe- 
riority and devoted spirit of the troops. Woe to the traitors 
who would still doubt their loyalty and brave their power ! 

The immediate origin of these riots is well known : the mili- 
tary details which follow are derived from unquestionable 
Sources. In slating facts, we are compelled, injustice to the 
troops, to draw in^renccs, which, whether favourable or not 
to the commander, are clear and not to be evaded. It is far, 
iawGver, from our purpose to prejudice the case of Colonel 
Brereton — now submitted to a Court of Enquiry; while, on 
the other hand, our information, and it is accurate, allows us no 
grounds for acijuitting him of the mismanagement of the troops 
placed under his orders. With his private motives or opinions 
we have no concern. In order, however, to deal even-handed 
^istice as far as our present means permit, as well as to embrace 
ue irbole subject, we shall give the Narrative of Major Mack- 
Vorth, which in some points is favourable to Col. Brereton, 
together with the statement addressed hj the Mayor of Bristol 
fo Lord Hill, which is throughout criminatory of that officer. 
On Saturday the asth, when the riots were considered serious, 
k squadron of the 1 4th had been the greater part of the day in 
ttie New Market, where Col. Brereton, at five o'clock in the 
evening, came to them, and having desired one troop to go to 
their quarters to feed, he directed ihe other, commanded by 
Capt. Gage, and a troop of the 3d dragoon guards, to follow 
lliin to Queen-square, where on their arrival they found a large 
nob assembled and atlacking the Mansion-house, the whole of 
the windows of which they had broken. Some of the rabble 
addressed the Colonel, but what they said was not beard ; the 
Colonel then took off his hat and cAfer«if, asalso, from a sense 
of military etiquette, did the officer in command of the 3d and 
some of the men; but which condescending example was not 
followed by Ihe Utb. Upon Capt. Oage applying to Colonel 
Brereton for orders, he was told to move his men about, and 
by hind wordi endeavour to disperse the rioters, but without 
irnviing niftirds ! This recommendation had reference to an 
p2 
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unluwful awcmhlage, actually engagcil in (lie deslructiou nf 
^ropcrlj anJ an attempt »n the lues nf llie public aulhorilies. 
JuriujT this maoiEiiyte tbe Coli^iicl rrcqiicntly liflk<.-d ta Ihi! 
mob anil cheered tcUh Ihetn .' Tbe oulrogus aii(I viult-nee of the 
riolcTS encreasinE from impunily, abuut eleven (4'c|(ick 1^4 
Colonel ordered Ca[>laln Cbgc tu ticar t1ie sireels, bntliotlo 
hurt the people 1 

FroTn that time, until ten o'clock on Sunday mocntpgi the 
streets were pnlrulleil by only a (e-vf detached parties, ubidi 
irere then called in, and the nliule troop wa^ ordered to QDcen- 
Vjiiare. On their arrival the inob cumnienced hcioling anA 
pclline the llth, calling out tu Colonel Brcreton to send airaj 
ifte Meads Bluea, as thej termed the Ulh. The Colonel, with 
the Siime defcrcucc (o llie deaires of the sovereign people which 
he had so stroi)gl« evinced from the commencement, desired the 
pflicer of the Utfi to retire to their billets, but the attempt In 
obey only encouraged the insolence ()f the mob, nho allackcil 
and pressed on nith such audacilj tjiat the troop were obliged 
in charge in their own defence, and ullitnatelj lu use their 
pistols to prevent being lorn from Ibcir horses. Upon arrivine 
Bt their billets, Coloniil Brcreton ordered Capl. Gage to march 
the ivholcFt|uadrDn out of the city, as the mob bad snoro lo 
coine down and murder every man : — (Did it follow that they 
could?)— \ial as the officer did not hurry himself in going, the 
^rdcr vas repeated nilh great impatieqce, and upon Deipg 
asked by the officer nherc he was to go, the answer was, wbere 
j/ou please — only get away as fast as jou eon. The squatlrnn 
fhcu marched to KejnMiam, five miles distant, (caving the 
town and the lives and property of the inbahilants at the mercy 
of an infuriate mob. 

On Monday n^orning, forlunalely for the devoted citj. Major 
Mackworth, who had exerted himself very zealously upon tnis 
occasion, rode with all speed to Keynsham, and ordered bqck 
the si}uadroii of th^ 14th. About eij-ht o'clock they returned, 
accordingly, to Quec(i-sauare, and after rcwainine there fot 
some time, they werq 9Tdercd to their billets to feed. 

A requisition from the Mayor of Bristol for an additioaal 
force cf the I4th dragoons havin;r reached Gloucester at twe 
o'clock on the morning of Monilay the 31st October, Capl. 
Congrevc's troop was ordered to march immediately to Brisltil, 
whither Major Bechwitb, with the Adjutant, proceeded in a 
post-chaise without delay, arriving at the Council-bouse at 
seven o'clock, a.x. In reply to ^^jor Beckwith's inquiries, 
the Mayor and Ma^istra,tes could only inform him that the 
squadron of his regiment had been sent out of the town, but 
they knew not where — that it was ordered to return, but they 
knew not when — and referred him to Colonel Brcreton. 

The Magistrates fHrther stated, that the city was under the 
complete dominion of the niob, and that they retained no 
authority whatever. Major Bcckwith then urged that one or 
more Magistrates should, accompany him on borsubacli, aod 
(lodged hiia»d()'P(:^dilj[ to nsffixa order. Tlfi;!, j^eju "' 
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Kj &t1 repeafeJlj reruscd, ujion the pICa that it would make 
■--n fihpopiilar, and csposu tlieir properly to deslruction. 
s Mt to himself. Major Bcckwith dematided and reccrvcd 
Written autlioriij to take whatever measures he inighf judge 
lecssdry fur the restoration of order. The Magistrates added, 
_(H the Ritft Act had hoen repeatertly read. Major Beckwith 
Wd the Adjutant then proceeded to inspect the state of the 
"^, and ascertain if a(ij obstacles had been prepared to impede 
b troops. In Queen-square they found a party of the Srd 
Ngnon guards i and shortly aftef Cofloncl Brereton came op. 
Inch IriHing on the part Of the latter foirowfctf— the details of 
Aich wc withhold, as wc do manj alhct particulars not neces- 
r purpose, and of whteh cognizance will doubtless 
I taken elsewhere, 
ipfl tfie afrlval Of tfie squadron from Kejnshara, Major 
J£ckfri(h assumed (he command. It ivas dismounted and placed 
Klho yard of Fisher'a [iverj-staliles ; where it had scarcely 
i%lnained a quarter of an honr, when it was reported to Mdjor 
Beckwith. thai the riioh was phindcring the Bishop's Palace. 
The sqnadron was inslantly ordered to mfiilnl, and, in its pro- 
gress towards the remains of the palace, was fiiriously assailed 
with hollies. Stones, and olhcr missiles. The order (o disper'^e 
Ihc mob in that part of the town was i'mmediatelj' given, and 
m pTompIfy esccn'ted. Scarcely was this accomplished, when, 
hearing that the rioters were still plundci'ing in Queen-square, 
and nlioQt to set fire lo othpr houses, Slajor Beckwith pro- 
ceeded t'hither with his squadron at a rapid pace, and findin? 
the rntlh in thcact of pillage, and bein^ again attacked wilti 
ssiles, the order to dlspei'sii tlieni wag repealed, and 



18 completely effected [ 






The 



squadi'dn then proceeded aTong the quays and principal streets, 
dispersing every fawleas assemblage it met with. These vigor- 
ous measures quickly restored tranquillity to the city, and 
sived it from ruin. During these oiierations theconddct of the 
kMUi whs ttdmirahle—aud Major Beckwith, on reporting his 
^bmccedings to the Magistrates, received their unanimous 
^BM'obatioa. 

^P^svlier on Mondny morning the troop of the Srd dragoon 
^*Wdii, directed Bj Major Mackwortb, in the pi-esenee of Col. 
Brei'efon, had charged and dispersed the raoh in Queen-square. 
A soldier of this small party, which behaved with great spirit 
when let loose, was wounded by a gnu-shot discharged by the 
ritrtcr*. 

The !4th having been again placed in Fislier's IWer);-yard, 
patroles were detached in every direction to scour the vicinity 
of the city, Oneoftitese, having returnedaboul three o'clock, 
«-Bi»orled that the rabhle driven from the town by the cav^ry, 
*Tere robhing the people and plundering the houses on the Bath 
road. The men were immediately mounted, and Capt. Con- 
Breve's troop; which had now arrived, having been left, with 
the troop of the 3rd dragoon guards, disraomited on the Bridge. 
' ing squadron proceeded at a quick paCe on the Bnlh 
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road. U came up nitb the rioters about four milea frsm 
I Sristol, iostaatlj' dispersed them — capturing sonie, who were 
[ lodged in the Cuuucil-house. Bj this movement traDquillilj 
I tras restored to the neighbourhood, as it had previouBly. bj 
P similar means, been secured to the city ; which, it will be seen. 
I is, and avows ilself to be, under the deepest obligations to the 
] 14th and their active and intelligent commander.* 

During the last named service. Colonel Brereton came up 
with the troops upon the Bath road, and nhile returning In 
.Bristol issued his firat order to their Commaudiug Officer. 
That order was, under all the circumstances, not a little re- 
markable — but we shall leave it, with other singularities, to 
the impartial judgment of his peers. 

In the course of these riots, the 3rd dragoon guards, though, 
from their small numbers, not so prominently employed as tbe 
I4th, and, to a certain extent, paralysed by the inexplicable 
•upiiienessof the Senior Officer, to whom it was natural that 
they should look for an example, conducted themselves with 
steadiness and obedieuce to orders. Major Mackworth, nrbo 
bad the best opportuuities of observing their conduct, speaks 
of it in high, and, we duubt not, deserved terras. It is to 
tiie unusual cause abovem en tinned that this troop, with Cul. 
Brereton at its head, was made to stand 1iy for hours close to 
the Mansion-house, and look on while it was plundered and 
fired, without offering effectual hindrance to the insurgents, 
of whom, on the contrary, they were placed in the disgraceful 
predicament of appearing the allies [ It was the same perverse 
influence which degraded them into an apparent partnership of 

Surpose with the felon-assailants of the Gaol, and the incen- 
iaries of the Bishop's Palace, paralysing the public services, 
■ud prostituting the presence of a gallant troop of Bi '"'*' 
■■ ' to fif 



I dragoons, i 



D critical to life aud property 1 



lj^j|^_ 



■Mbjot Beckwith. ofLhe 14lh dragoon a, lias receiied ibe fulloitlDg' 
f>Din Ihe Mayor or Bristol ; — 

" Council- House, Bristol, Nor. s. 
" Sir, — I am desired b; my brolber Maf>lstrile9 la otttt yau our sincere 
thanks for the prompt decision and Effectual asjislance which jou affbrded 
ID llie city immedisicij' on your arriial. and aiso lo the officeri and loldien 
of the 14th Light Dragoons under your command. 
' •• We feel that it fs due lo the officers and priralec lo eiprets our aend- 
ems, Ihat even before your arrival the fullest rGllance might have been 
' placed upon them ; and we ranxiot bul consider their removal from Ibe city 
on Sunday morning as Ihe unforlunaLe cause of ibe calsmittes which leu 
apon it OD that day and the fullowing night. 

" We are fully assured Ibal the order lo withdraw was submitted lo with 
Sreat reluctance, and we bope lhat you and your oRieerB and soldiers will do 
ID believe, that the order did not proceed from the ftJagistratei 



of Bristol. 



" 1 bave the hanour to be, Sir, 

Xour very obliged and obedient serTaat, 
ir Bechwltbi commanding Cuarlis Piimzr, Mi^or-'* 





Even the degradiug impiitatioo, altcrapteil to be fixed upon 
these brave men br Uie eaemics uf order, namelj, of havii 
voluntarily cheered fn cDiicerl witb a mob of inceadiariej ai 
felons, owed its origin, in fact, to a mislakensenseof disciplioe, 
a quality which has hitherto so eraineatly characleriicd the Srd 
dragoon guards) the officer on the right of the troop, on 
entering Queen-siguare, thought it proper to cheer when the 
officer in command gave the signal, and the men merely obeyed 
the implied command of their own officer in following his 
example. The very inaction of the 3rd, until directed by 

Major Mackworth to charge, "'and charge horn " 

OD the Monday morning, may rather be taken a) 
ciplioe, than censured as a want of zeal. 

lluring these occurrences the Magistrates appeared ■ 
pletely intimidated and bewildered t seeking rather to abdic 
than to exercise their responsible authority. It is an unques- 
tionable fact, that while any thing remained to be done, not 
the slightest assistance was rendered to the troops, either by 
the Magistracy, the inhabitants, or the gentry of the '* Political 
Union." The impudence and hypocrisy of these Associations, 
at length denounced by Authority, were ludicrously manifested 
upon this occasion. One Herapath, aping the airs of an 
Attwood, betook himself to the issuing of manifestoes and the 
concoction of protocols, for the due distraction of affairs— but 
not a patriot of the " Union" aided, or oflered to aid by word 
or deed, in the restoration uf order, till the troops had obtained 
the complete mastery, and placed the result beyond all doubt. 
TTten, indeed, an offer of assistance was made, and treated as 
it deserved. The " Unionists" were planted amidst the smoking 
ruins of Queen-square, to guard the sacred fire, and light their 
pipes upon the embers of Itadical Reform. The cessation of 
danger was also the signal for the re-appearance of the Special 
Constables, who, armed with white favours, suddenly swarmed 
in the streets, like butterflies after a shower. 

Not an infantry soldier had hitherto been present — but a 
party was in full march from Cardifi" for Bristol by an early 
nour on Monday morning. At six o'clock, a.m. on that day, 
Lieut.-Col, Lote, commanding the Reserve Companies of the 
111b llegiment at Cardiff, received a dispatch from the Mayor 
of Bristol, requesting the aid of the troops under his orders; 
but though pressing for immediate assistance, no means of 
accelerated conveyance were promptly furnished, while steam- 
boats, at the command of the Magistrates, abounded in the 
river of Bristol ) as the troops landed at that place, a steamer 
was only then starting to convey thcnn from Cardiff. Colonel 
Ijove, however, contrived to enter Bristol, with nearly 20') 
men, at six o'clock on the same evening Marching first to 
Newport, he there seized a steamer, which the mob of that 
place, in complete sympathy with their brethren at Bristol, 
violently attempted to prevent his occupying. Having pre- 
pared a regular attack upon the troops, they were only deterred 
_icom carrying it into execution by a few significant words and 
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pre|iuraliveE, oil Uil' purl of the Cummanding Officer, boti 
, K warm rccqitiun Trom the loldiers. Having vainly allewpteB 
-ut the buat adrift, llieir fury found vent id exec rat ions, and 
rvtistiesfur tbeeiukin^of the vesacl, e*e her crew should trouUle 
I Ikeir confederates at Bristol. 

' On ajiproachJDg the scene of action, Colonel Love lieard 
firing, and quickened his pace, but, to his surprise, met wilh 
me to give liini directions or iDformalion, although he had 
■esenl to the Civil Authorities to announce his approach. 
I On entering the city by Park-street, a quarter principal!; 
I inhabited hy respectable persom. Colonel Love ordered his 
r drums to strike up. In an instant every sash was thrown u]!, 
I and ladies appeared, cheering the troups in the nuut enthu' 
QDCr — calling out with grateful emotion, — " Tbauks, 
[ thanks, brave fellows; you are come ta save us from pillage and 
I death." Many ladies and gentlcraen rushed from their houses 
L to the street, to weleomc their deliverers, as they stykd the 
I Gotdicrs. The veterans present had never witnessed a scene of 
' more extravagant joy, even when tlicy fought as the libcralots 
' of oppressed nations, amidst the horrors ut actual luid foreign 
[ war. It was a scene which no soldier present will readily 
I forget, and the memory of which will serve as- an incentive to 
I the faithful and mnnl j discharge of his constitutional duties. 

Shortly after. Colonel Brercton made his appearatice, and 
I directed 'Colonel Love to march lo Queen-square, where ho 
L /Would join and give him orders i which, however, he failed ts 
io. Having waited an hour, and feeling for the fatigued stale 
1, who had now been for fourteen hours in movement, 
Love at length |iroceedcd lo the Council-chamber. 
I Here he found the Mayor, and having expressed his resolution 
I to keep his men together, and net scatter them in billets, 
he received permissinn to place Ihem were he liked. Old 
! soldiers, in these cases, are not difficult : so the gallant Colonel 
in tented himself will) putting half of his men iuto Ihe balJ-re«ni 
f of the While Lion, and lotlgiiig the remainder in the Guildhall. 
On Thursday Colonel Love, with his companies, embarked 
for SouUi "Wales, whither he was summoned by the appreheii;- 
I (li riots at Merlhyr TidviJ. Thitlicr many of Ule villains 
n Bristol, and others of the same stamp, hut more decent 
I i^ipcarance, from Birmingham, had repaired, to excite Ihs in- 
mmmable population of that neighbourhood to repeat the 
'3 of BrLiitol — a calamity which was only prevented by the 
L judicious disposition of the troops, and the activity and deter- 
1 loination of the Magistrates. The contagion did, however, 
ostend lo Baih, Worcester, Coventry, and some other places; 
hut liy prompt and resolute measures on llie part of the Autho- 
rities and rcspeclahlc ioha.bilants, the marcb of anarchy was, 
[ for llie tinio, arre.sled. 
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It i'lWtec iuLo dtlails, tihich might prove rcvolliog or iovidi- 
lus. We may meution, by the way, that during the fire at 

■ the Mansion-house, a man was observed ti> take ai pigeon from 
I dnder his coat, having round iLs neck a ticket marbcil *' Not- 
Piingham." On the person of another, who was killed by one 
foftbc 14th, HBsfounda listof Ihc houses to be burnt. Wc 

won to believe that the number of rioters cut down by 
I liic troops or self-deslrojcd by their own excesses, fell little 
I short of 500 — a number in itself sulEcient to perpetrate enor- 
mous mischief. Wc aScct no sympathy for the atrocious 
criminals, thus overtaken bv a most righteous retribution. 

When the riots at Bristol had assumed a serious aspect, a 
hrigadc of artillery, with a supply of aminunilioa, under Major 
L Walcot, was ordered to proceed wilh all speed from Woolwich 
Ua that city. This forced march was cKccled with characteristic 
Sapidity. The presence of a single piece of artillery at an 
early stage of llie riots, would probably have had a decisive 
■"effect. 
W On Tuesday morning, the 1st November, Major-General Sir 

■ nirhard Jackson, Depuly-Quarter-Master-General, arrived at 
^Bristol to take command of the troops, which now began tu 

into the city and its neighbourhood. 



J^Tw insert in lliis Appendix the " Personal Narrative" of 
^Najar Mackfforth, mentioned by the Correspondent of the 
Vniled Service Journal, woul J be to enter into a repetition of 
numerous facts already detailed in the foregoing pt^es; and wo 
must further remark, that some of the Major's statements, for 
irhirh wc presume he loo baislily adopted the information of 
mhcr persons, are now knoivu to be incorrect.] 
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FOR THE TRIAL OF THE RIOTERS 



M tha GuUdSall, BrUlai, Janvary 3d, 1 



Sir Nicholas Conyngham Tyndal, Knt., 

Lord OiiifJuUixe aftlie Cammon Pleas. 

Sir J. B. BosANQUET, Kt. 
Sir W. E. Taunton, Kt. 



» 



The Judges were met at Totterdown by the Sheriffs, 
George Bengough and Joseph Lax, Esqrs., the 
Under-Sheriff, W. O. Hare, Esq. and a numerous body 
of police. The procession mored on slowly throiij^h 
a line of special constables, marshalled and directed by 
Mr. Dowling, a superinteiidant of the metropolitan 
police ; and no disturbance occurred. 

Merchant Tailors' Hall, Broad-street ; the new Wool 
Hall, Thomas-street ; and the late Armoury, Stapleton- 
rood, were fitted up as barracks for the military. Beds 
and bedding for 1500 men were forwarded from Wool- 
Vich, Major-General Jaekaon was in the military com- 
tnand of the district. 

At eleven o'clock the Judges entered the Guildhall, 
and took their seats on the Bench. They were ac- 
companied by his Grace the Duke of Beaufort. 

The Commissions of Oyer and Terminer and General 
Gaol Delivery having been read, the Lord Chief Justice 
a^oumed the Court till one o'clock. 

The Judges then went to theirlodgings in Park-street, 
from whence they were escorted with the usual state 
and ceremony to the Catliedral, where divine service 
was performed, and an admirable sermon was preached 
by the Rev. Professor Lee, from Proverbs xvi. 12, — 
"For the Throne is established by righteousness^ 



k 



L 



330 



TUB DRISTOL RIOTS. 



At two o'clock the Judges returned to tbe Giiildhf3 
There were about five Iiiuidred persons, ineluding a con- 
siderable number of special constables, in Coiu-t. The 
following Geullemen were swora of ll»6 Oraud Jury :— 
Thomas Kiiigtan Bayley, Foreman. 



Charles Bowles Fripp 
Thomas Hill 
WUIiam Ford 
William Watson 
Thomas Daniel, Jun. 
Adam Holden 
Joseph Rnssell 
James Moore 
John Tomlinson 
James Lean 
John Hurle 



John Maiiningford 
William Morgai 
Richard Ricketts 
John May 
Joseph Metford, Jifl 
John Acramau 
Daniel Fripp 
Henry Seeley 
Robt. Edward Case * 
Thomas W. Radclifie" 
Peter Maze. 



The Lord Chief Justice addressed the Grand 
Inquest in the following terms : — 

" Gentlemen, of the QrandJary, — ^We are assembled 
on the present occasion, by virtue of the special com- 
raissioB of his Majesty, for the purpose of inqiiiring 
into, hearing, and determining certain charges of no 
ordinary stamp and charaeter, founded upon atcts of 
tumultuous outrage, violence, and rapine, which hawc 
recently taken place within this city. 

" This proceeding, his Miyeaty, out of his paternal 
solicitude for his subjects, has thought fit to institute, 
rather th^i to leave the investigatiou and' pnnishnicnt 
of such charges to the ordinary course and stated 
periods of the administration of criminal jni^atiire 
mthin this city ; for in the case of offences at once so 
alarming to the public traaquillity, and so dangerous 
to the property and safety of uidividuals, it is of the 
first importance to make it known to ail, that inqtary 
and ptmisluneiit follow close upon the commission of 
crime, iu order that the wicked and ill-disposed may 
be deterred by the dread of the law from engaging in 
similar enormities^ whilst the peaceable and industrioaB 
may look up to it with gratitude and .'Section, for the 
safeguard which it extends over their persons and 
property. But it forms, perhaps, a still stronger 
reason for an early trial of these chiirgcs, that wlw 



J 



221 



I j)p lai'ge a uuuiber of persona as that coiilamed lii tUis 
IffileuiJ^r bare been placed in conQnement, the speediest 
tineans should lie adopted to set at large the innocent, 

■ ploevertheymay bcjond to restore them to thepeacet'itl 
KjHnd honest exercise of tbeii* daily callings. 

" Gentlemen, I am unable, from any informatioii 

Iphich has been placed before ua, to assign the cause 

rpt to trace the esact origin of those enormities you are 

ptiow called upon to investigate. It appears, howeyer, 

fiybat, a few hours before they were committed, a riotous 

luid tiunultuary assemblage of the people gathered 

L||self together, with an object and for a piu-pose wMch 

J^Q lionest man or well-wisher to the laws of his country 

a sufficiently reprobate, — I mean the open and avowed 

rpose of treating with insult and indignity, if not with 

^sonal violence, a Gentleman placed in a high judicial 

iatiou, beanug the authority of bis Hovereign in the 

t^minifitratioa of the cnminiU law within this city, and 

iariug part of the very time engaged in the actual 

ijtercise of his judicial ftmctious. 

** Gentlemen, it is to be collected from the depositions 
Vhich I have seen, that tbe outrages, which will form 
yie immediate subject of your enquiry, couunenced at 

■ i^houttbe time of dusk on Saturday evening, tlie 29th 

f October last, and continued, with short intermission, 

ptil four o'clock on the Monday morning, when, after 

uhe KiotAct had been read, and the persons assembled, 

^otwitbstmdiag the proclamation, had refused for more 

"^lui an hoiu* to disperse themseWes, the further progress 

T the riot was arrested, and the tumult entirely sup- 

ressed, by the vigour and energy of the military, called 

1 to the aid of tlie civil Magistrate. 

'' X piuposely abstain from a minute description of 

010 terror occasioned to individuals, and of the outrages 

nhtch took place in that interval against property, both 

'^ubUc and private. Such description would W un- 

t^liecessary to make you understand the application of the 

p]ftw to the facts as they will appear before yoti in evi- 

K 4fiuGe, the chief object which I have now in view ; and 

Fapd it woidd have the unavoidable consequence of de- 

I Briving you of that calmess of temper and evenness of 

■Jodgmeut which it is yoiur duty to bring to the present 

fiuvestigation, where, on the one hand, the safety and 
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H'ell-bt.-iii|f ui the <^oniinunitj, and, on the other, 
lives and liberty of the accused, depend so materially 
upon jour decision. 

" It is no part of my duty, on the present occasion, to 
consider whether the acts of outrage aud rapine which 
afterwards ensued were caused by the riotous proceed- 
ings which occurred at an earlier period of the same 
day ; or whether wicked and designing persons, taking 
advantage of the state of excitement in which the peo- 
ple already were, availed themselres of it to effect their 
own purposes of destruction and plunder. It may, 
however, be safely concluded, that if the excitement 
which led to the defiance of the law at the earlier part 
of the day had never existed, the weightier crimes, sub- 
sequently committed by the populace, would not have 
taken place ; and it is precisely for this reason, that the 
law of England hath at all times held in the greatest 
abhorrence riotous and tumultuary assemblages of the 
people. No man can foresee at the commencement 
what coiu^e they will take, or what consei|ueuces will 
ensue. Though cases may occur in which the object 
of such assemblies is at first defined and moderate, they 
rapidly enlarge their powers of mischief ; and from the 
natural effect of the excitement and ferment inseparable 
from the collection of multitudes in one mass, the origi- 
nal design is quickly lost sight of, and men hurry on to 
the commission of crimes, which, at their first meeting, 
they had never contemplated. The beginning of tumult 
is like the letting out of water; if not stopped at first, it 
becomes difficult to do so afterwards; it rises and in- 
creases, until it overwhelms the fairest and the most 
valuable works of man. 

" Gentlemen, it has been well said, that the use of the 
law consists, first, in preserving men's persons from death 
and violence ; next, in securing to them the free enjoy- 
ment of their property. And although every single act 
of violence, and each individual breach of the law, 
tends to counteract and destroy this its primary use and 
object, yet do general risings and tumultuary meetings 
of the people, in a more especial and particular manner, 
produce this effect, — not only removing all security both 
from the person and the property of men, but for the 
time putting down the law itself, and daring to usi 
its place. 



to "g""' 

J 



APPENDIX. 2s3 

" The law of Eiio;land Lath accordingly, ia proportion 
to the danger which it attaches to riotous and disorderly 
meetings of the people, made ample provision for pre- 
Tenting; such offences, and for the prompt and effectual 
'suppression of them whenever they arise. And I think 
it may not be unsuitable to the present occasion if I 

Sroceed to call your attention, with some degree of 
etail, to the various provisions of the law for carrying 
that purpose into effect. 

" In the first place, by the common law, every private 
person may lawfully endeavoiu-, of his own authority, 
and without any warrant or sanction of the Magistrate, 
to suppress a riot by every means in bis power. He 
may disperse, or assist in dispersing, those who are 
assembled ; he may stay those who are engaged in it 
from executing their purpose ; he may stop and prevent 
others whom he shall see coming up from joining the 
Test ; and not only has he the authority, but it is his 
bounden duty, as a good subject of the King, to per- 
form this to the utmost of his ability. If the riot be 
^general and dangerous, be may arm himself against the 
evfl-doers, to keep the peace. Such was the opinion of 
all the Judges of England, in the time of Queen Eliza- 
beth, in a case called "The Case of Arms" (Popham's 
Rep, 121,) although the Judges add, " that it would be 
tnore discreet for every one in such a case to attend and 
be assistant to the Justices, Sheriffs, or other ministers 
of the King in doing this." It would, undoubtedly, be 
more advisable so to do ; for the presence and authority 
of the Magistrate would restrain the proceeding to 
such extremities, until the danger was suificiently inime- 
(liate, or until some felony was either committed, or 
could not be prevented without recourse to arms; and, 
all events, the assistance given by men who act in sub- 
■ordination and concert with the civil Magistrate will be 
more effectual to attain the object proposed, than any 
FtiffortB, however well intended, of separated and dis- 
'Imited individuals. But if the occasion demands im- 
'. mediate action, andno opportunity is given for procuring 
'the advice or sanction of the Magistrate, it is the duty 
of every subject to act for himself, and upon his own 
^ responsibility, in suppressing a riotous and tumultuous 
;aS8embIy ; and be may be assnred, that whatever is 
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honestly (lout; by him iu ihc execution of that o 
will be supjKirted and justified by the common law. 

" And whilst I am statiufj; the oblifratioa imposed hy 
the law on every subject of the realm, I wish to obscrvi;, 
*htit the law acknowiedg'eH no distinction in this respect 
belweeu the soldier and the private individual. 

" The soldier is still a citizen, lying under the same 
obligation, and invested with the same authority, to 

f reserve the peace of the King, aa any other subject, 
f the one is bound to attend tlie call of the civil Magis- 
trate, so also is the other ;— if the one may interfere for 
ihat purpose, when the occasion demands it, without the 
retguisition of the Miigistratc, so may the other too ;— if 
the one may employ arms for that purpose, when aims 
are necessary, the soldier may do the same. Undoubtedly 
the same exercise of discretion which requires the privale 
subject to act in subordination to and in aid of the 
Magistrate, rather than upon his ovfu authority, "before 
^i«course is had to arms, ought to operate in a still 
■"stronger degi'ce with a military force. But where the 
., danger is pressing and immediate, — where a felony has 
actually been committed, or cannot otherwise be pre- 
vented, and from the circumstances of the case no 
opportunity is offered of obtaining a requisition from the 
pro2)er authorities, the military subjects of the King, 
like his civil subjects, not only may, but are bound to 
. <do their utmost, of their own authority, to prevent the 
' perpetration of outrage, to put down riot aud tumult, 

and to preserve the lives and property of the people. 
L " Gentlemen, still further, by the common law not 
['(mly is each private subject bound to exert himself to 
I /(he utmost, but every Sheriff, Constable, and other pcaee 
I officer, is called upon to do all that in them lies for the 
! suppression of riot, and each has authority to command 
bail other subjects of the King to assist them in that 
gander taking. 

I " By an early statute, which is still in force, ihe I3lh 
L Henry IV. c. 7., any two Justices, together with the 
[ifihmff or Under-Sheriff of the county, shall come with 
like powerof the coiuity,if need be, to arrest any rioters, 
L and shall arrest them ; and they have power to record 
p.diat which they see done iu their presence against the 
law, hy which record tlie offenders shall he convicted, 
and niiiy afterwards be broiighl to puiishment. 
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" And here I most distinctly observe, that it is not 
left to the choice or will of the subject, as some have 
erroneously supposed, to attend or not to the call of 
the Magistrate, as they think proper ; but every man is 
bound, when called upon, uuder pain of fine and im- 
prisonmeut, to yield a ready and implicit obedience to 
the call of the Magistrate, and to do his utmost in 
assisting him to suppress any tumultuous assembly ; 
for in the succeeding reign another statute was passed, 
which enacts, " that the King'a liege people, being 
" sufficient to travel, shall be assistant to the Justices, 
f Sheriffs, and other officers, upon reasonable warning, 
F to ride with them in aid to resist such riots, routs, 
rand assemblies, onpainofimprisonment, and to make 
T^fine and ransom to the King." 

'i "Intheexplanationof which statute, Dnlton, an eariy 
*ril£r of considerable authority, declares, " that the 
V Justices and Sheriff may command, and ought to hare 
rthe aid and attendance of all knights, gentlemen, 
F^e omen, husbandmen, labourers, tradesmen, servants, 
jfand apprentices, and of all other persons being above 
fthe age of fifteen years and able to travel." 

"Gentlemen, in later times, the course has been for the 

Itagistrate, on occasions of actual riot and confusion, 

* to call in the aid of such persons as he thought necessary, 

and to swear them as special constables. And in order 

to prevent any doubt, if doubt «ould exist, as to his 

power to command their assistanceby way of precaution, 

the statute of the 1st Geo, IV, c. 37, and since that has 

been repealed by the still more recent Act of the 1st and 

2nd William IV. c. 41, the statute last referred to has 

invested the Magistrate with that power in direct and 

'" g^press terms, when tumult, riot, or felony, was only 

Ikely to take place, or might reasonably be apprehended. 

"Again, that this call ofthe Magistrate is compulsory, 

ttid not left to the choice of the party to obey or not, 

"[q>ear8 fi-om the express enactment in the latter Act, 

tat if he disobeys, unless legally exempted, he is liable 

^ the penalties and punishments therein specified. 

" But the most import;aiit provision of the law for the 

ppression of riots is to be found in the statute 1st 

' , sec, 2, c. 5., by which it is enacted, " that if 

^any persons to th« number of twelve or more, being 
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"unlawfully, riotouslj, and tiunultuously as 
" together, to the disturbance of the public peace, and 
" being required or commanded by any one or more 
" Justice or Justices, or by the Sheriff, &c,, by procla- 
" mation to be made in the King's name, and in the 
" form stated in the Act, to disperse themselTes, and 
"peaceably to depart to their habitations or to their 

I " lawful business, shall, to the number of twelve or 
" more, notwithstanding such proclamation, unlawfully, 
"riotously, and tumultuously remain or continue togc- 
*' ther for the space of one hour after such command or 
" request made by proclamation, then such continuing 
" together shall be adjudged felony, and the offenders 
" shall suffer death as felons." 

"Such are the different prorisious of the law of 
England for the putting down of tumultuary meetings; 
and it is not too much to afEirm, that if the mean^ pro- 
vided by the law are promptly and judicially enforced 

p by the Magistrate, and honestly seconded by the co- 
operation of his fellow subjects, very few and rare 
would be the instances In which tumultuous assemblages 
of the people would be able to hold defiance to the laws. 
" Gentlemen, before 1 proceed to the consideration of 
the cases in the calendar, let me impress on the atten- 
tion of all those who, from idleness, curiosity, or mere 
thoughtlessness, suffer themselves to form part of a 
riotous and disorderly meeting, that they subject them- 
selves, unconsciously, to the danger of punishment for 
crimes which they never contemplated; for where 
many are collected together in the prosecution of an 
illegal object, it is often impossible to discriminate 
between the active and unoffending part of the mob. 
It requires evidence on the part of the accused, which 
they may not he able to produce, in order to defend 
themselves against the charge of participation in the 
guilt of others. The only safe course for the peaceable 
and well-disposed, on all occasions of popular tumult, 
la this; to lend their ready aid to assist the Magis- 
trates in suppressing it, or, at all events, forthwith to 
separate themselves from the others. 

" Gendemen, one class of eases likely to come before 
you, will be founded upon the statute 7 and 8 Geo. IV. 
c 30. a. 8, by which it is enacted, " that if any persons, 
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[ooslyand tainnltuoiisly assembled together, to the 
" disturbance of the public peace, shall uiilawfiilly and 
" with force demolish, pull down, or destroy, or begin 
" to demolish, pull down, or destroy, any house, stable, 
" coach-house, outhouse, warehouse, office, shop, mill, 
" Stc, every such offender is guilty of felony, and, being; 
" convicted thereof, shall suffer death as a felon." 

" In cases of this description, you will consider whe- 
ther the individual charged was one of the persons 
constituting a riotous assemblage which was effecting 
the destruction of the building. If he formed part of 
such riotous assembly at the time the act of demolition 
commenced, or if he wilfully joined such riotous 
assembly, BO as to co-operate with them, whilst the 
act of demolition was going on, and before it was com- 
pleted, in either case he comes within the description 
of the offence, and within the penalties imposed by 
the Act, although he may uot have been a person who 
actually assisted by his own hand in the demolition of 
tilie building. 

" But the more numerous class of cases seems to be 
that which is founded upon tlie second section of the 
same statute, by which it is enacted, " that if any person 
" shall unlawfidly or maliciously set fire to any house or 
" other building mentioned above, whether the same 
" shall be in the possession of the offender, or in that of 
" any o^her person, with intent thereby to injure or 
" defraud any person, every such offender shall be guilty 
" of felony, and, being convicted thereof, shall suffer 
" death as a felon." In this offence you will perceive 
it is no constituent part of the description in the statute,, 
that the party charged should form one of a tumultuous 
or riotous assemblage for the disturbance of the public 
peace ; it is an offence that may be commitlfid by a 
single individual. You will, therefore, in these cases, 
inquire first, whether the party set fire to the building 
himself? in such case, no doubt of his guilt can exist; 
and if the proof falls short of this, you will then con- 
sider whether he was jointly engaged in the prosecution 
of the same object with those who committed the offence. 
If by bis word or gesture he incited others to commit 
the felony, or if he was so near to the spot at the time 
that he by his presence wilfally aided and assisted them 
in (be peipetration of the crime, in either of these casei 
Q 2 
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the felony is complete, without any iictual manual b 
in its commission. 

" And where the statute directa that, to complete the 
offence, it must have been done with intent to injure or 
defraud any person, there is no occasion that any malice 
or ill-will should subsist against the person whose pro- 
perty is 80 destroyed. It is a malicious act, in the 
contemplation of the law, when a man wilfully does that 
which is illegal, and which in its necessary consequence 
must injure his neighbour. And it is unnecessary to 
observe, that the setting' fire to another's house, whether 
the owner be a strang-er to the prisoner, or a person 
against whom he had a former grudge, must be equally 
injurious to him. Nor will it be necessary to prove 
that the house which forms the subject of the indict- 
ment in any particular case, was that which wae actually 
set on fire by the prisoner. It will be sufficient to 
constitute the offence, if he is sheivn to have feloniously 
set on fire another house, from which the flames com- 
municated to the rest. No man can shelter himself 
from punishment on the ground that the mischief which 
he committed was wider in its consequences than he 
originally intended. 

" Gentlemen, another class of ofienders will be that 
of persons who stand charged with acts of plunder and 
theft. And these may come before you, either aggra- 
vated by the circiimstance of violence or threats to the 
person of the owner; or wth the circumstance of 
breaking into his dwelling-house, or stealing the pro- 
perty thereout when the house was already broken 
open ; in both which cases the offence is considered 
01 a more aggravated nature, and the measure of pu- 
nishment is consequently more severe. Or the facts 
may assume the shape of a simple larceny of the goods 
of another. In all which cases, as in the ease of arson 
before adverted to, all who arc present aiding, assent- 
ing, and co-operating in the fact, are, in point of law, 
principal offenders. 

"The only other observation I would suggest upon 
the last-mentioued offence is this, that where property 
which has been stolen is found in the possession of any 
person recently after the theft committed, unless cir- 
cumstances appear to rebut such presumption, he may 
be presumed guil^ of the Iheft, until he can explain 
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or prove his innocent possession of the property. Upon 
the subject of a very numeroiis clasa of cases, relating 
to the receiving of stolen property with the guilty 
knowledge that it has been stolen, I hold it to be 
unnecessary to offer you any observation whatever. 

" There is, however, one case which stands in a dif- 
ferent situation from the rest, and to which it may be 
proper that I should call your particular attention. I 
mean the case of James Cossley Lewis, who is at present 
at large upon his reconizance, but who stands charged 
upon an inquest before the Coroner with the offence of 
manslaughter, in shooting a boy of the name of Morris. 
It appears from the depositions before the Coroner, 
that Lewis was acting in aid of the civil authorities in 
assisting to clear the streets, af^er proclamation had 
been regularly made requiring the rioters to disperse 
themselves, and after they had continued together for 
more than an hour from the time of making proclama- 
tion. It appears also by the testimony of the witnesses, 
that the pistol was not aimed at the boy who was un- 
fortunately struck by the ball. The nature, however, 
of the offence committed by Lewis wUl not depend so 
much upon that fact, as upon the circumstances under 
which the pistol was originally discharged. If the 
firing of the pistol by Lewis was a rash act, uncalled 
for by the occasion, or if it was discharged negligently 
and carelessly, the offence would amount to man- 
slaughter. But if it was discharged in the fair and 
honest execution of his duty, in endeavouring to dis- 
perse the mob, by reason of their resisting, the act of 
the firing of the pistol was then au act justified by the 
occasion, uuder the Riot Act before referred to, and 
the killing of the boy would tlien amount to accidental 
death only, and not to the offence of manslaughter. 
You will, I doubt not, when the circumstances of the 
case are brought before you in evidence, deal with it 
as justice requires. 

" Gentlemen, these are the only obseiTations, arising 
out of the unfortunate transactions at Bristol, with which 
I think it necessary to trouble you." 

In conclusion, his Lordship made a few remarks on 
a case that had no connexion with the riots, hut was, 
with others, to be tried under the Special Commission, 
the usual course of justice having been impeded. 
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THK TRIALS. 



It would uiuiccesHarjly occupy a vouaidcrable fi_ 
ju this Appendix if we were to insert even an outline of 
the different trials ; aud as they nearly all possessed the 
same leading character, which has been amply described 
iu our Narrative of the Riots, the reader would find the 
repetition not merely uninteresting but tiresome. The 
Trial of Christopher Davis, however, who was charged 
as the ringleader oftheniob,andwasmoreoTerainanin 
better circumstances than tbe generality of the rioters, 
deserves to have some pages devoted to it. The Trials 
of the men who were executed with him we shall briefly 
narrate. 

In all the cases, the prosecutions on the part of the 
Crown were conducted by the Attorney-General (Sir 
Thomas Denman ;) Mr, Sergeant Wilde; Messrs. 
WlGHTMAN, COLEMDGE, and FOLLETT. 



TRIAL OF CHRISTOPHER DAVIS, 

CHARGED AS THE LEADEH OF THE MOB. 

Before tlie Lard Chief Jaslice Tihoai. and Sir J. B. BoajxaOBf. 

Christopher Davis was charged with assembling, 
with others, and riotously aud tumultuously destroying 
the New Gaol. There were ten coimts in the indict- 
meut, but they merely varied the description of the 
building. 

The ATTOKKEv-GiiKKRAL, 10 opeiilog the ease, said — the 
riotous proceedings of the S9th, SOtb, atid 31st Oot. were com- 
mitted bj a. mob, clianged in some iastances in ils constitueat 
parts, and iti others probably remaining tbe same throughout 
the whole time. Amoug this class, he should show the prisoner, 
Christopher Davis, attending, in the Grst instance, on theSator- 
dayat tbe Mansion-house, conducting himself with violence and 
insult, and connected with the mob, at intervals, until the Mon- 
day morning. Indeed there was not one of the great ontraees 
at which be was notpreseut; not for the purpose of rescuing 
property from Uestruclioo— not for the purpose of savins lives, 
or of watching oBenders with the iutention of giving evidence 
against thcni) but he was there approving the work of destruc- 




ling Ihe mob, not unlj bj his presence, 
langua^i: loe most iuflammalory. It wuuld be found 
that the prisoner Blled a respectable silualiiin in life, that he 
was a man of family, well known, and ouu from wbuin better 
tbiugs inigbt bave been expected, and that bis Uiigua^ waS 
directed, not to persons in tbe sa.me station in society as himself, 
but to the most iguorant portion of the community, whom his 
conduct was ruostlikely to encourage in the committal of acts of 
violence and crime. He should show the prisoner first at tbe 
Mansion -hi) use, huzzaing the mob as they broke into it; that 
he actually condescended to enter the house afterwards and par- 
take of Ihe repaint; and ihat heuasup and on the spot all night. 
Indeed, they would Jiad him in so many places, and at such 
short intervals of time, that he would almost appear to have had 
the power of being in more places than one at a lime: or, at all 
evenU, of changing his situation very quickly. From the 
Square they would trace him to the Gaol— from thence to the 
Square — from the Square to the Bishop's Palace, and, lastly, to 
the Square agaiu, and, even thure, using that kind of language 
must calculated to excite the mob to further outrages, cheering 
them on, and declaring that tbe fires were a glorious sight, and 
what he had long wanted to see. At the Bishop's Palace, when 
the gates were being pulled down, he could hardly conceal bis 
Joy— exclaiming, that he had foreseen it for twenty years, and 
that it was an example for all ttie world. («uch conduct, it will 
be at once seen, was most calculated to excite and encourage 
the poor wretches who had left their abodes for the sake of 
plunder; Rome of them, perhaps, fancying that the destruction 
would eventually entail a beiielit on them, instead of ruin, 
punishment, and death. That the prisoner acted ^r the sake 
of plunder we do not say ; but, it is clear, he lent his counte- 
nance to their crimiual acts. In tbe course ot this evidence it 
will be seen that the prisoner went into a public-house, where 
he boasted of having drank tbe wine at the Mansion-house, and 
partaken of the repast provided there for the Recorder, using 
some such foolish expression as this : — '■ What a shame il is that 
there should be so much waste when so many poor wretches are 
itarving." Gentlemen, 1 understand that the defence intended 
to be set up by the prisoner is the plea of being intoxicated at 
the time i but you have been tuld by an higher authority than 
invsetf that a party who subjects himself to crime, by the taking 
of liquor, is, in the eye of the law, ei|UBlly guilty, unless, indeed, 
it shoDld appear that he was In an absolute state of insensibility, 
and Incapable uf being conscioos of what was passing around. 
There is another plea, which it is possible may beset up, and on 
which it does nut become me to animadvert, I mean the plea 
of a weak understanding. If such a defence should be set 
up, you, gentlemen of the Jury, will have to decide, whether 
he was so far incapacitated as not to be responsible for hit 
actions. The facts I have detailed will be proved by a great 
variety of the nioil respectable witnesses, whom I atiall no# | 
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£dward CuUiford exaniined. — I am a grocer; was in Que 
square on the morning of SOth October, from balf-past 8 to half- 
past S I a great number of persons wure assembled heaving stones 
and boLlles at the Mansion-house i I saw the prisoner about one 
o'clock standing opposite the Mansion-house in the path inside 

the railing ; at that time the mob was rather quiet; he wash 

the parsons and blasting the bishops i he was speaking 1 believe 
as loud as he could, 1 think he mentioned the Corporation 
first, next the Bishops i he wished that hell might open and 
swallow the churches and corporation upi he had a silk um- 
brella in bis band, and he lifted bis hat above his head i there 
were 2 or 3000 persons there) 1 stood in the Mansion- bouse an 
hour and half, and did not see him again; when I came out 
the mob had considerably diminished. 

Cross eiamined. — The motion of the hat which I described 
is a common mode of relieving a person's head ; he had bis 
umbrella spread over his head : the action of the bat was not an 
unmeaning one ; I can't saj whether it was to ease his head or 
excite the moh i 1 can't saj 1 did not use the same action with 
my own hat while I was there. 

Re-examined. — 1 went directlj from the Mansion-house to 



J. Gilbert examined— I was in Queen-square on the Sundaj 
of the riots, about one o'clock, and stood under the piazias i 

Davis said to me this was the end ot your d d magistrates 

and bishops, and he would send Ibem all to hell ; this was in an 
angry tone of voice, loud enough for every one to hear; he 
called them d — d robbers, and be would hang tliem in chains 
in Queen-square if he bad his will ; 1 did not say one word to 
him ; 1 went away while be was talking, for I did not like lo 
be seen with him; Alderman Hilhouse came up at the same 
time and asked me who he was. 

Cross-examined. — I am a merchant, carrying on business 
near the Custom-house; I never al tended any of the meetings 
held in Queeu'square during the last year; 1 have seen the 
meetings from my counting bouse i I can't tell how many were 
held I I did not trouble myself about them i I should say I 
have seen six or seven thousand people at such meetings, not 
10 or IS,000, 1 heard they were about reform; 1 never took 
the trouble lo go and hear tlie speeches; much damage had been 
done to the mansion-house; 1 was there the evening before, when 
Sir C, Wetberell made his «scape and asked my son for a hat, 

Thomas Davcj examined. — 1 keep the Pilgrim public-bouse 
in Tncker-street, about a qtiarter of a mile from Queen -square; 
on the da; bridewell was destroyed the prisoner was at my 
bouse between 2 and 3 in the afternoon ; he had a glassof beer; 
I was in an inner parlour with a person named Cross; the 
prisoner said when I brought in the beer, there were pretty 
works going on ; he said il was what he expected for a good 
many years; by his talking he appeared as if he had been drink- 
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id he was almost tipsj, had been up all night, and 
" ' id I ho|jed he had i 



said he had < he said he 



iolentin 



had been down in Queen'Square ; I s 

been drinking any of the wiiie ; he 

wished everjl) j church in Bristol i 

CrusS'CxamiDeil. — 1 have kauwo him 

teen him aL times irhen excited by lia 

eiprcssed hiniselF in an extravagant and 

John Cross examined, — I was with last witness at the public 

house when the prisoner came in j 1 heard him say he had been 

up nil night and was intoxicated i he appeared to he sa ; Davcy 
said to biiu 1 hope jou have not been taking au; of tlie wine ; 
he said he had ; nothing had been said about wine before ; he 
said he wished Ihey would burn down every church in Bristol, 

or words to that effect 
Hugh Wickham examined. — 1 was apprentice to Mr. Harris, 

liuen-draper, 21, High-street, at the tiiue of the riots; on the 
Sunday, a little after one, 1 was sitting in the Trout room of 
my master's house, and heard loud lalkiog in tbestreel, which 
induced me to go to the window ; 1 saw the prisoner Davis with 
an umbrella in his hand; there were from 12 to .15 persons 
standing round hliui I heard him say, pointing to St. Nicholas 
church, " down with those churcbes and mend the roads with 
tbem" ; he pointed with an umbrella ; he kept on liilking, but 
be turned the corner of Bridge-street and 1 lost sight of faim ; 
he appeared to be going towards the bridge ; the persons went 
some one way some another i many of thera were car-drivers ; 
it was near the coach sland. 

Cross-eianiiued. — The bridge was on the opposite direction 

from the Bridewell ;he was going in tbe way to Ine Counterslip. 

By the Court,— Tucker-street is over the bridge ; he had a 

black coat, drab breeches, and bouts ; he had a very respectable 

appearance. 

John A. Parker examined, — I am clerk to Messrs. Lucas i 
the Bridewell was burnt during the time 1 was at dinner abo'it 
one o'clock i I went out to look after the safely of a vessel ; 
went from the Cut where 1 live to the avenue feading to the 
back of the Mansion'house, and turned into Charlotte-street; 
tbe banquetting-room looked into Charlotte-street ; many per- 
sons were in that street, throwing stones at the windows, and a 
great number looking on ; 1 passed quickly tbrough the crowd ; 
Mr. Davis was under the windows of the room, with his umbrella 
iu bis hand, and his hat ofi', lifted above bis head ; 1 heard him 
say " hurra ! go it my boys g" it was not 1 should suppose at 
the extreme pitch of his voice, hut I heard it on tbe other side 
of the way ; I passed quickly and went to the vessel ; 1 know 
hisperson well. 

Cross-examined. — I have seen him under excitement from 
liquor, when if anj person differed from him in politics, he 



expressed himself violently i notviithslanding his viuli 
language, 1 should not have supposed him capable of such c 
duct as I saw him use on Sunday ; 1 did not see any person 
gaged iu preserving peace. 
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Daniel Uodernood esamincd. — I am a boatman belonging 
to the Customs ( while the rioting wa* guing ou in front of the 
Mansion-house ou SaturJa j night, 1 saw soldiers there ; 1 san 
. ' the prisoner cheering the mob ; he had a stick or umbrella, or 
somclhing else, and was waving il ; I did not hear anv word be 
•aid : I saw him asain on Sunday, opposite the new City Gaol, 
nut opposite the aonr, between three and four o'clock ; there 
was a great quantity of ;people about him ; they were looking 
on, and some were breakiug open the Gaol doort when I first 
BBw him he bad bis hat on his head i saw him take bis hat off 
Knd put it on liiH umbrella ; he cheered the mob i he said, " now 
d — uye, we will have Reform — this is what ought to have been 
done years ago ;" I saw him for the best part of an hour : he 
' kept the hat un the umbrella about three minutest he lifted and 
waved it in his right band; I saw the door opened and the 
prisoners come out. 

The witness was cross-examined by Mr. Smith at considerable 
length, as to his conviction that the prisoner was cheering the 
aiob and not the soldiers or the constables. The witnest was 
unable to describe to the Court the exact way in which he be- 
came so convinced, but repeated that Davis was certainly 
cheering the mob. 

James Edwin Carver deposed that be saw Davis in the new 
gaul after the mob had entered i a great number of the mob 
Were strangers to Bristol, Judging from tbeir enquiries, 

George Phipps examined.— I live in King-street; on 30th 
Oct. between I and 2, I heard the bridewell was destroyed : be- 
tween 8 and 3, I saw the prisoner, and about 1^0 to 150 persons 
Cuming up Back-slrcet; Davis was at their bead, with an 
umbrella in his hand ; heard him say, " d — n their eyes, burn 
them — down with them ;" they were coming towards my bouse, 
and pas.sed by the side of it ; 1 heard the hurraing, and looked 
over the shutters i I have known D'wis SO years ; I opened the 
back duor, and said to him, "Mr. Davis, for God's sake do 
'en t forward in the direction of the mausion- 
I again about five in the afternoon, going 
1 had seen him before come from ; there were 
I him ; Mr. Davis was decidedly tipsy ; I had 
g and so well that three glasses would make 



bouse; 1 saw hi 
towards the plac 

B few persons wi 
known him so h 
bim mad at any 

Cruts-Bsamincd. — My ho use is nearly half a 
it was my knowledge of his indiscretion wh 
act of friendship I endeavoured to get him 






!cUble 



mile from the gaol-, 
L-u drunk that as an 
from the mob ; he 



John Harvey esaroined.-^On Sunday the 30th Oct. 
company with Mr. Wood, in the afternoon, at Prince's-street- 
bridgei while I was there I observed a great number of persons 
coming in that direction, huzzaing : 1 saw the prisoner in the 
midst of the mob i did not hear him speak ; be took bis hat off 
and placed it on bis umbrella and waved it round ; the mob 
were going in the direction uf the new vaul ; I could see them 
for some distance on the other iiio of the tull-galc; he was 
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I reiDsiiied oq the same spot neurl^ half an hour < 

i:i Dot Dear enough to hear what was jiass'iDg at the gaol ; 1 

n the gaol od fircahout half or three quarters of aa hour after 

: mob bad passed « 1 ^w Davis after the fire at the bottom of 

JDCe's-street I became close abreast lue, bDt I did not see 

B. from what direction he came; he addressed me, and said he 

^ I bad come from the lire t be said, "ills a beautiful sisht, only 

J, it did not burn fast enough to please me;-' be said he hoped all 

L'Jthe Bishops would be huug and the churches burut; he said be 

tkad been to the gaol with the mob and had liberated the pri- 

.soners, and some of theui were timid of cojuitig out i he said 

l*if Ihej did not come out they should be burnt there; he 

L'^ras much intoxicated ; he said that he, with the mob, bad 

L«otered the Mansion-house, and bad partaken of the dinner that 

\ jwas intended for Sir C. Welherell, -which dinner was composed 

r of roast beef, ducks, fowls, &c. and it was disgraceful while so 

^nany poor wretches were starving ; 1 went from him ) before I 

I' .went I beard a man address him — 1 think an Irishman by his 

iaiect — and said "Mr. Davis, this is the blaze of liberty;" 

'Davis replied " I wish I bad bad a hundred such men as you 

.4 Kith me last night." I then trent direct to my own home, leaving 

them at the bottom of Prince's-street ; at the time 1 quitted 

kim the mob bad increased to about iUQ persons. 

William Wood the person alluded to by the last witness, 

, corroborated his testimony, and added, that Davis, un the oc- 

Lcasion referred to, said he was drunk — that he had been up all 

Kjoight — that he had entered the Mansion-house with the mob, 

l^.trho partook of the dinner — tliat it was composed of roast beef, 

EidiickH, fowls, and other things he mentioned ; be said it was 

k>4isgraceful ways while there were so many poor wretches starv- 

p>«lig I he said he expected this would take place twenty or forty 

Ekgeara ago ) be said he would not mind beading a mob of S0,000 

t, men at any time ; he said it was an example to the whole world, 

L «nd it would not end here i there were many persons round 

L-shout there i he said he hoped all the Bishops would be hung, 

r^nd all the churches burnt ; I beard a person speak to Davis a 

C^lbort time before I left \ that person said, pointing to the flames, 

krthat was the blaze of liberty ; Davis said he wished be had had 

T • hundred such men with him last night as he was ; 1 went away 

J -with Mr, Harvey, and left Davis there ; there were persons at 

liithe Gaol before he crossed the bridge to go there. 

, [In the cross-examination of Harvey and Wood, they slated 

> .Ihat they had previously committed their evidence to writing, 

.and had compared their notes, for the purpose of refreshing 

* their memories.] 

John House examined. — I am a servant to the Dock-master ; 
1 collect the tolls at Prince's-strcet-bridze ; a great number of 
. persons passed through my gate on Sunday SOth Oct. towards 
the new gaol i they were going tunnultuously ; after that I saw 
parties coming as from tbe caul at diS'erent limes t 1 saw Davis 
coming as from the new gaol i Davis slopt at the gale, turned a 
little out of the direction of the bridge on the plerj he said, 
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" where now is jour d — il Corpuralion, your d — d BiBhops 
jour (1— d Dock Companj i" his manner was violent 1 1 did nol 
peceivuanj thing in his hand;l saw bim a short time; this iias 
about four o'clock ; about five o'clock some person came into 
ray house and took a candle out of my baud and asked if 1 was 
ready i I said 1 had not gul all my things out; they smashed the 
windows: I retired for fear, and soon afterwards the houiic Kas 

Cross-examined.— Davii did nol spca 
_ thought he was in a violeot slate oFi 
r some liquor. 

I Richard James examined. — 1 am ai 

I 'tbo paol on fire when 1 was at the luwc 

— Let Davis io Marsb-street i I had see 

LUght me by the hand or arm aud said, 

I thh is glorious — this is the sort of thin 

— it the sort of thing I wanted, r"- 



arver and gilder ; 1 saw 

■ end of Marsh-streel ; I 
I bridewell on fire i he 

■ d — n your eyes, James, 

t 1 did not think he 



, that those would not 



I would consider so if be w-cnt home lu bed ; 

, . ffill have every b — y church in England down before 

I Jung)'' he was intoxicated. 

" iiamioed. — I have known hi 

it was my opinion, and is i 
be his sentiments in sober moments. 

Harvey examined. — 1 am a printer; I was at Collegc- 
I green on Sunday night, 30th Oct., about eight o'clock ; a mub 
S came while t was standing there-, they went to the archway 
> leading to the Bishop's palace ; they appeared to have iron bars; 
. they struck them on the pavement, and they rung like tuelal i 1 
Xaw Davis come from the Drawbridge end of the Green to the 
I Deanery end ; 1 have known bim for yen~s : be came up to me 
d said the d^^ Bishops were the cause of all this, or had 
ought it all on, or words to that effect ; I (old him I thought 
e time was come when it behoved men to suppress their feel- 
ings for the public good ; he answered something i he s»id be 
, could foresee or foretell this SO years back, and was sure it 
would come to pass; we conversed some minutes; he said what 
a shame it was for one d — Bishop to have £40,000. a-year and 
HO many poor persons starving; about this time there was a noise 
I from the Bishop's palace, as of breaking doors open ; we could 
I distinctly hear it; bis conduct then was nothing more than 
I ordinarv, as of one man talking to another-, just at that time 
I ihe soldiers rode by ; at that time there were from SO to 30 
[ persons round os i but when he first spoke to me there were but 



two 



:,thre 



Cross-examined. — We were completely separated by houses 
n the mob who were doing the violence; while 1 saw him 
ke neither said nor did any Ihing to excite the mob il went away 
and left him standing with so or 30 people who bad collected. 
Adam Barton examined. — 1 keep IheAlbion public-house in 
's street « on the Su nday the prisoner was at my house, 
hetween 19 and 1 in the day ; (here were two others with him, 
»nd he was talking loudly ; 1 nas not aware of the subje* ~ ' 
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ry asi- 



is Ijing'; I bad a 
hen ;'^I replied, 



tiODTemtion > all I heard rpmarkHbln was that he d — d the 
Bishup, the Church, and the Clergy ; he seemed in a very aij-i 
tated state ; his conduct na^ not like that of a ' ^' 

conduct was the very opposite. 
I William Perry examined. — I am a clerk to Messrs, Davey, 
B]vharfingers 1 1 have known prisoner three or Tour years ; on the 
ntnnday of the riots, about one o'clock, I saw him in the housQ 
^6f the last witness t 1 heard him make use of violent expressions ; 
I con'iider he was drunk ; on the Wednesday evening following 
lie came to my house in Trenchard^street, about eight in the 
evening, and said he was afraid he was got into an unpleasant 
situation, or words to that effect ; that he had heard the officers 
had been on the look-out for him ; he remained there the whole 
-night; he slept in the same bed with me ; he had never slept 
^here before i he lemained in the bouse and slept there each 
Bight, till the Sunday evening after the fire ; I can't tell where he 
then went i I accompanied him to Hillsbrid^e, where a gig was 
taiting for him ; it was about half-past six in the evening. 
Thomas Crosby examined.— I am an attorney in this city ; I 
e been searching for the prisoner ; on Tuesday week I en- 
pired for him at a house at Sutton Montis, near Sherborne : 
ir a search of two hours, I found bim in an unHoored attic 
Mween two joists ; it was a dark room : 
nodte with me s he said, " you have foui 
'^1 have — you must come with me :" he said " I hope you n 
iny harm." 
Cross-examined.— I dor 
jgainst him for a capital f _ 
{iDsearch ; I have no reason to believe Mr. Harmar holds ai , 
cial situation. Before the search T heard there was a reward 
. lered for his apprehension ; I am a professional man in Bris- 
tol ! great excitement prevailed on the subject of the riots when 
(-aot out on the search. 

■ By the Court.— When he said <' jou have found me," he 
Ulded, " I am not here for stealing or for murder ; ( am very 
happy you have found me ; 1 am happier now than at any time 
foce I left Bristol j I never should have left but on the advice 
pof ray friends." 

Win. Harmar eiamined. — 1 pursued Davis with a view of 

apprehending him after the riots < on Sunday week, I went to 

SlIttoD Montis with last witness, who delivered him to mc) I 

butioned him not to say any thing which might be given in 

Frridence ; he took me up to the place where he had been found, 

giod »aid he had looked out for it in case the officer came to 

■ke him ; there was a sort of step, and he bad ascended into a 

Mle about 9 feet high < hesaid be had been secreted at Sbeplou 

Tallett, Balcombe, and other places ; t noticed the coat he had 

H, and he said it was one he had borrowed to disguise himself; 

fl the way to Bristol, be said, " there is one thing against me — 

It is what I said ;" I asked what it was, and he declined slating. 

" Wra. Orchard Gwyer and Wra. Henry Selman were called ; 

e former did not appear, and the latter was not examined. 

This was the case for the prosecution. 
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The prisoner on being called oq for lus defence said he would 
leave it to his Counsel. 

Tbos. Mjers was then called for the prisoner, and examined 
bj Mr. SiinTH.— I am a tiler and plasterer ; 1 was in Balh-strecl 
when Sir Cbas, Welherell made his aupearancc ? 1 have known 
Davis five or six jears ; we shook hands together : I asked where 
he was going ; he said to the end of the street to see Sir Charles 
come in : 1 dissuaded bini ; Davis said. " I hope to God it will 
be all quiet ;" he was then sober. 

Cross-examined. — This was between ten and eleven in the 
as coining up Temple- street. 
!d.— I keep the Saracen's Head, 
Temple gate, which is half a mile from Queen-square ; on the 
night of Saturday, the 89tb Oct. Davis was at my house j he 
came about 6 o'clock ; 1 left the house a little before 8, and he 

was there then. Cross-examined. — There was rioting about 

the Mansion-house before six. 

Michael Tregay examined.— On Saturday evening the 29lh 
October, I was at the Saracen's Head a little before six ; Davia 
was there, and I left him in the room at eight o'clock. 

Cross-examined. — He was with a man whom 1 bad never seen 
before. 

Johti Hodges examined. — I was with the prisoner on the night 
of the 29th tJct. atniy own house, the Fourteen-stars, Temple- 
street i he lives at the Coiiuterslip ; be came at half-past 10 and 
remained till past 11 ; he was quite sensible when he went away, 
but was a little intoxicated; he went home; I watched him 
into bis house. 

Friscilla Roberts examined. >— I was prisoner's servant in 
October, and am now in the service of the prisoner's wife j he 
resided at the Countersllp^ I recollect tbe Saturday when Sir 
Charles Wethcrell came to the city ; my master came home 
that night between 10 and 1 1 o'clock : he was not much intoxi- 
cated 1 he went to bed and got up next morning between 10 and 
1 1 o'clock : he breakfasted at home, and went out to get shaved 
and returned ahout S to dinner ; he went out again in about 
half BU hour, and returned between 3 and 6 < went out again after 
tea, before 6 ; I don't know what timu he returned that night. 

Cross-examined. — I went to bed on the Saturday night after 
11 ; got up on Sunday morning about 7 ; my master's usual 
hours were what I have stated i I heard on Sunday afternoon 
that thegaol had been burnt) I went to bed by 10 on Sunday 
night I I was not out all day. 

F.K.Barnescxamined.— l live near tbe prisoner; on tbe Sun- 
day of the fires I saw him between half-past 18 o'clock in the day 
in the Counterslip ; I think it was before the service was over in 
Temple Church ; he was in the street; 1 believe I spoke to 
him, but have no distinct recollection of what he said ■, I next 
Mw him about 8 o'clock on Monday morning on Bristol -bridge, 
I think he was intoxicated ; I saw him on the Monday morning 
between 9 and 10 at the Counterslip ; he said "what dreadful 
works it is— I hope they will be punished for it." 




irse of examination wai objected to by the Attorney- 
Geocral and argued at some length. Their Lordships held that 
if after- statements were to be received in evidence, aoj person 
nould be euabled to make evidence in his favour, whea he 
reflected on the consequence »f what he had done. 

Eiamination contiojed. — The prisoner has carried on busi- 
ness in my neighbourhood 9 or 10 years i 1 have always known 
him an honest, kind hearted, and benevolent man. 

David Thomas examined.— I am a tallow-chandler in Castle- 
street; saw Davis at the top of High-street on the Sunday ; 
bridewell had not been opened \ they were coming up, and he 
was sUnding on the leithand side i 1 shook hands with him i I 
came up with the mob i he remarked " whata dreadful scene it 
is — I thonght it would come to this ;" I remarked was it pos- 
sible they would accomplish it; 1 went to the bridewell, and 
Davis did nut accompany me i I have known him 90 years, and 
always found him charitable and humane, honest & industrious. 

Joseph Thomas examined. — I am a carver and gilder, in 
Nelson-street; I was at the swing-bridge on Bathurst basin 
about 4 o'clock on Sunday, about the time of the attack on 
the gaol ; saw the flag hoisted t I and the prisoner were stand- 
ing together, about 150 yards from the gate ; 1 was a spectator ; 
the mob were throwing things into the water, and I said, "Davis, 
this is too had s" he said, " it is indeed ;" I left him on the 
bridge in halfan hour; when 1 leH;, the mob were proceeding 
still i during that time the prisoner was guilty of no impropriety 
or violence. 

Cross-examined. — There might he a hundred people about 
the bridge I 1 saw the people bringing the things out; 1 was 
talking to him about livi; minutes; 1 walked away with a 
friend ; Davis remained behind ; 1 was on the bridge half au 
hour I while I was there I think there was smoke coming from 
the lodge I when I left the bridge he was in the same situation 
as 1 found him; I did not see him in conversation; a good 
many people surrounded him ; I was standing near him fur SO 
minutes, and did not hearhim .speak to any one ; my attention 
was turned towards the gaol ; the mob were increasing, cover- 
ing the ground quite fast. 

Tte-esamined. — The party who surrounded me and the peo- 
ple were distinct from the mob ; they were there from observa- 
tion ; he could have spoken to a person without my seeing it. 

George Barton examined. — lam an ironmonger in Nelson- 
street; 1 was on the swivel bridge with Davis and the last witness 
on the Sunday ; I went up to Davis, and said, this was dreadful 
work, and he said it was i 1 saw the flag put up just before I 
got there ; Davis said it was an infernar sliame such a lot of 
thieves should he set at liberty ; I have known him 10 years; 
his character is extremely honest and peaceable. 

Cross-examined. — At the time I speak of, he was perfectly 
sober and quiet; 1 aever saw him more steady ; no one could 
know him better ; I never saw h.im much elevated with liquor, 
though I have known him so long; 1 had not seen the pri- 
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soDcrs let out; Davis told in« 40 or fiO bad passed: 1 un'l 
recollect Tihat else was said) 1 did not move five yards, nn 
prisoners passed while I was there s I left Davis there. 

Re-examined. — My intercourse with Davis has been on 
matters of business ; I never drank with him. 

Marj David esamined.— I am landlady of the Ship in Pipe- 
lane ; he was there on the Sunday evening of the fires i he went 
out about half-past 9 ; he had been there as I uoderslaad'aa 
hour ; when he went out was the first time I saw him. 

Reece Elias examined. — lam atailot. No, 6, Stephen -street; 
on Sunday 30th Oct. I overtook the prisoner on Ibe other side 
of the drawbridge, about B o'clock in the evening ; we walked 
together to College-green on the College side ; we beard a 
gr«at deal of beating and banging about in the direction of the 
palace; I proposed to go into the lower green to see what was 
going on, and Mr. Davis said, you had belter not ; I remained 
there nearly a quarter of an hour ; we came back towards Ibe 
draw-bridge; t stoptat Den mark -street and lost sight of h'at\ 
1 slaid to talk about a fire. ~~ 

Cross-examined. — I think I was in the Collcgc-green a) 
a quarter of an hour ; the fire I mentioned was at Lawfoi 
gate ; Davis appeared to be compos mentis; he advised nie i 
toEO to see the riot, lest T should be taken for one of the mob, 

Jphn Houd examined. — I am the manager of Williams's 
brewery; saw Davis near the Custom-bouse when it was fired; 
I was walking through the Sijuare i 1 requested persons whom 
I knew to assemble at the Exchange to repress the riot j I asked 
Davis to be one of them ) he said he would ; I weat on for the 
same purpose, and thence to the Exchange ; there ^ere about 
10 or 12 there, but no leader ; Davis was regretting what had 
occurred when I saw him ; I have known him 15 years j always 
considered him a respectable man ; when he was in liquor he 
was a little noisy. 

Cross-examined. — Davis was not one of the 10 or 1 8 I saw on 
the Exchange; it is easy to distinguish when he was in liquor; 
when I sawliim I thought he had been tipsy but was recover- 
ing ; he talked rationally ; his countenance was distorted as if 
he had been drunk ; this was the ooly time on that day that I 
saw him ; it was not quite three on Monday morning when 1 

ttb-examined.—Many whom 1 asked to come to the Exchange 

John B. Harwood examined. — I am a wholesale grocer ; have 
known the prisoner three years ; 1 live close to him and know 
a good deal of him ; he is honest, and exceedingly benevolent tu 
the poor. 

John Fry examined. — I am a woollen draper on the Quay ; 
have known prisoner 8 years as an honest and peaceable man. 

John Bland examined — 1 live in Broadmead ; have known 
him for 6 or T years as an honest upright man. 

T. Barrington examined.— I knew him 90 years ago ; he had 
a very fair character. 
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Mr. PUke, grocer, examlnEd.— I have knowu him well setcu 
jears) his general conduct is (hat of bii hooesl, industrious, 
peaceable man; I have iieen him mu.ch excited by Hquur ; at 
other times verj peaceable. 

The evidcDCO was brought to a close at six o'clock, and the 
Lord Chief Justice immeuiatel; began tosum up. He remark- 
ed, with regard to variations in times spokcu to by wiloesscs, 
it wasalways liable to uncertainly, and knowing this, the Jur) 
would take into their consideration the contiguity of places, 
and the possibility of the prisoner's being at the different places 
sworn to, although there existed a variation in the testimony of 
some of the witnesses with respect to the precise time. After 
commenting upon the evidence in an address of two hours dura- 
tion, his Lordship left, it to the Jury to say whether on the 
evidence the prisoner was not instigating and acting in concur- 
rence with the mob, in the firing of tlie gaol, although his own 
hand did not commit the violence. Whatever was their verdict, 
thev were bound to discharge their duty between their country 
and the prisoner. 

The Jury retired soon after eight u'clock, and at returned 
into Court. A solemn silence prevailed while the otGcer de- 
manded their verdict, which was that of ^' Guilt j/," The pri- 
soner heard it with uo apparent emotion, and was immediately 
taken from the bar. 



w FIRING THE CITY GAOL. 

B WiHiam Clarke, Palriek Kearney, James IFilliams, Danid 
^BigS't Jamea Courlney, and John Mccay, were Indicted for 
destroying the Gaol. 

The ArroaitEv Generai. in his address to the Jury, said It 
would be proved that the prisoners had riotously and tumul- 
tuously assembled together, to the disturbance of the public 
peace ; that they were parading the town about noon on Sunday 
the 30th October, in the most riotous and disorderly manner i 
that after destroying the bridewell by fire, they |)roceeded to 
the public gaol, and whether for the purpose of liberating the 
persons there confined, or whether with a view to the general 
destruction of property, he was unable to determine, but it 
would be proved that they broke into the gaol, and set fire to 
several parts of it. 

William Stretton, task-master at the gaol, was the first w " 



■''river 



_. examined. He described the breaking open of the gaol 
'ith sledge-hammers and wedges, and slated that Courtney was 
,lie of the men who assisted to throw the prison van into the 
■river; when witness left the gaol, about two hours after the 
first assault, he saw Clarke going towards the gaol with an iron 
bar on his shoulder t he was walking stea<tily, and shook hli 
head at witness as he passed him. 

W. H. Selman deposed that he saw the mob hammering at 
the gates; saw Clarke and Kearnry there; Clarke had some- 
thing in bis hand, and was striking at the loner part of the 
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r-, saw an entrance made, the doors thrown open, 
iiib rush in ; remembered the soldiers eoming ; had 
I known Clarke six years ; sav/ Kearnej in ihe mub goine to the 
I bridewell between one and half-past one : they were conducting 
Y themselves riotouslj, and a ^rcat number of them had iron 
'9 and hammers; believed Kearney had an iron bar; the next 
le witness saw Kearney was at the gaol ; he bad ao iron bar, 
) swinging it about, and he struck the door of the gaol with it : 
the mob were shouting tremendously at the time, before and 
[ after the soldiers came. 

Cross-examined. — Would swear that Clarke knocked at the 

[ door before there was a fire in the gaol ; it was about 4 o'clock 

<r a little aRer it, when he lirst saw him; it was before the 

[ soldiers came ; the prisoners were all liberated before witness 

John Phillips, one of the turnkeys at the gaol, deposed that 
about half an hour after the mob entered, Clarke walked iu 
I with an iron bar on his shoulder, and weat towards Ihe gover- 
's dwelling. The governor's house was on fire about twenty 
lUtes after the mob broke the iron gates. It bad been 
' burning about ten minutes when Clarke came in: he went up 
[ the steps to governor's bouse i saw him again about an hour 
I afterwards ; he was then coming down the Sight of steps lead- 
ing from the lodge into the yard. The prisoners had been let 
se before witness saw him the first time. At the second time 
jaid to the mob — " Come on, comrades." Some then went 
I avay with him. Whilsthewas there the mob were breaking 
I locks, destroying furniture, &c. 

Cross-examined. — Could see the mob distinclly from the 
vicket; if Clarke had been one of the mob battering the gates 
^ tritness could not have failed of seeing him. — Did not sec Kear- 
ney there. When witness 6rst saw Clarke he walked in from 
the road. Did not observe that he was at all affected with 
liouo,. 

James Edwin Carver, who was a prisoner for debt at the time 
of the riots, was sworn, and stated that in consequence of sub- 
sequent illness bis memory was impaired. The last thin 
, could distinctly charge his memory with, was seeing 
[ strike attheirongates(in tbe prison yard) with a sledgel 

Cross-examined, — My memory is in such a confused slate, 
that I cannot venture positively to swear to any one circnm- 
I rtance.— I imagined I saw Clarke there, but 1 cannot speak 
positively with certainty. 

A. Shapcott deposed that he was a prisoner for debt on the 

I 30th Oct. and saw the mob come into the yard with bars and 

ledge hammers (saw C/nrfre there some time after the breaking 

n o f the outer gates ; Clarke had his hands in bis pockets; 

heard him say to the mob, " come here," or " come there." 

Cross-cjamined.— Did not see Clarke commit any violence. 

n hour and half after the attack before 

after the entry of 
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Re-examined,— 
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. Joint Page, ferrj'man, depused Iha^t when the mob came to 
tte gaol he was on the other side of the river ; there was a staff 
|«a ihe eaol lodge with a vane ; saw a man slide down the staff 
i^not Clarke — but Clarke unshipped the staff and threw it 
ttnong the mob, after thev had entered the gaol ; Clarke had 
passed over the ferr; in witness^ boat about 10 o'clock in the 
''norniag, and also at a quarter before twelve. 
. James Wjatt was a c(>lleclor of tolls at Prince's-strcet bridge 
on 30th Oct. i a. mob of persons passed over the bridge towards 
the prison soon after a o'clock, with bars like railing, and 
bludgeons I Clarke was with them, and had some kind of bar 
on his shoulder : it was bent ; he said as he wentby, they would 
have liberty; the mob were huzzaing; they said they were 
going to the gaol, and that witness must make ready fur them, 
for they were coming back to him ; this was said bj many of 
the people ; some of the mob did come back again. 

James Cross deposed that he was at the Hurse and Jockey iu 
Limekila-lane about 1^ o'clock at night on Ihc 30th Oct. when 
Clarke came in with 4 or 5 men; Lhey had Iron crow-bars; 
Clarke pulled 3 or 4 keys out of his pocket, and said they were 
the keys of the gaol, and holding up vne of them he said it was 
the master-key, and that every gaol in England mould be 
iQpened in less than a fortniglit. 
' This evidence was confirmed by R. H, Trlckcy. 

James Moss deposed that be saw Clarke bcatin°; bridewell 
door with a sledge hammer ; he had before seen cTarkc leave 
Qncen-square with the mob. 

Harriet Vowles, servant to Mr Whittiogton, Britannia 
Tavern, Ail Saints'-street, deposed that her master's house is 
near the bridewell ; that guntleman (pointing out Clarke) came 
there between 1 and S o'clock on the Sunday of the riots, with 
about 20 other persons or less; wilnes.sdid not know any of the 
other gentlemen ; Clarke had nothing with hint ; he came again 
at about 3 o'clock, and had then an iron bar on bis shoulder : 
he swung the iron bar round him, and desired Ihe mob to fol- 
low him ; did not hear him mention any place ; had not heard 
that any thing particular had happened, except that bridewell 
was burnt and Ike prisoners let out; heard Clarke say that 
some had hopped out, and he would have more out; this was 
shortly after bridewell was on fire ; heard several of them say 
they had let the prisoners out of bridewell; this was the first 
time they came. 

Thomas Whittington, master of the last witness, corroborat- 
ed her evidence. 

Mary Ann Sboeb urn, servant to Mr. Gully, Nicholas-street, 
deposed that on 30th Oct., about half-past eight iu the evening 
Clarke came to her master's house with 4 or 3 other persons, 
and had beer; Clarke shewed a buDcli of keys, and said they 
belonged to Lawford's-gate prison; lie had some bacon, and 
__.j P. ___ _r ,^_ t. 1..:-.. (Ihe Governor of Ihe 
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about balf'post 1 1 at night, Clarke came to ' 
7 or a persons with hira i 3 or 3 bad crow-bars ; Clarke said he 
bad been and brokeo open the three prisons; he bad an iron 
bar, B or 6 feet long, a little bent ; he said he and his few bojs 
bad burnt tbc Bishop's palace, and that be bad done a good 
day's work so far. 

Cross-e:[amined. — Clarke was a cood deal intoiiicated. 

Margaret FIjnn, servant to Mr, Humphries, the governor of 
the gaol, deposed to some provisions having been stolen by tbc 
mob — a ham and part of another — also a Ic? of pork. 

John Wise heard Clarke say to the mob who w 
the Custorri'house, "come on, come on." 
' Thomas Austin, watchmaker, deposed that he saw Clarke ia 
the Square between 2 and 3 on Monday morning, telling the 
iDob to come on t kc had dishes and bottles under his arm. 

William Perry, constable, deposed to the apprehension of 
Clarke at Liverpool on the 6th November. Mr. Harmer 
accompanied witness. 

William Humphries, governor of the gaol, described the 
attack of the mob, and stated that he had a master-key and 
three common ones, which be kept locked up in his desk ; they 
were lost in the rioli one of the keys was larger than the rest. 

Wm. Woodman, saw Clarke in Queen-sq^uare about two 
o'clock on the Monday morning, with books in his hand. 

Wm. Lowe, saw Clarke in Queen-square on the Monday 
morning about 8 o'clock with dishes under his arm; Clarke 
saw and recognized witness; Clarke 5aid '■ hurrah, come along 
tny boys," or some such thing. 

Cross-examined. — Clarke was far from sober; witness had 
seen him rather rough after he had been drinking — in almost a 
deranged state — more exci led than men generally are when in 
liquor. Witness knew Clarke to be an honest man and a 
peaceable citizen. 

This being understood t-o be the whole of the case as affecting 
Clarke, Mr. Shitr, the Counsel for the prisoner, observed that 
he had been not a little embarrassed by the indictment compre- 
hending so many prisoners, and the evidence embracing so 
many different times and circumstances. He wished to know 
from the Court if he might be allowed now to call evidence in 
favour of Clarke. 

The Court decided that the whole of the case for this prose- 
cution should first be closed. 

William Devon (a boy about 10 years of age) was then called. 
He deposed that he was at the gaol on the Sunday afternoon i 
was there till it was set fire to ; a man very much like Patrick 
JTnimeji asked witness to go and fetch some straw for him, 
whore tbe others went) got the straw and gave it to the man, 
who strewed it on tbe floor and set lire to it; he look a tin out 
ofbis pocket, with stuff in it, and poured some of the lurpa 
over the straw i was not quite sure tliat Kearney vi 
but if it was not, be was very much like him. 
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Chas. Suiter and W. Applcb; deposed to baving seen Kearne; 
breaking the governor's furailure while the house was on fire. 

Joba Berry deposed that be knew the prisoner Jas. fVilliamg, 
who is a native of Keynsham; saw a great iinmber of person? 
at the gaol on the SOtb Oct. breaking the things to pieces, with 
harsi saw Williams bit a door once, hut does not know whether 
he broke it in. 

Cross-examined. — All the firing; had taken place before 
Williams came. 

James Pitman, blacksmith at Keynsham, deposed that he saw 
Williams at the gaol while the governor's house was on fire; 
he had something in bis band about three feet long and | of an 
inch square. 

Cross- examined. — Did not see Williams commit any violence. 

The evidence of several witacsacs was then taken as to the 
fiadin? of stolen property, belonging to the gaol, at the bouse 
of Williams's mother at Kevnsham. 

Charles Cress; witnessed the assault at the gauli saw the 
pr'isoner, Daniel Higgi, employed in the riots; saw him take a 
crow bar from a boy and strike the gate t saw him hustling the 
people and trying to pick pockets; saw him heaping wood 
Bgkinst the gates to increase ttie firesi it was tables aud chairs ) 
this was between 6 and 8 o'clock. 

J. King, jun. of Clare-street, was in Broad-Slreet between a 
and S o'clock on Sunday the 30lh of October, and saw Higgs 
st the he&d of the niob coming from bridewell ; hn was shout- 
ing, and saying Ihey were going to break open the gaol. 

Thomas Watson, night constable, deposed to ha\ing seen 
■ Meeay assisting to breok open the gaol door. 

John Williams deposed that on the Sunday he saw a mob at 
the smith'; shop near the prison ; some of Ihcm bad crow bars ; 
Ibev forced the doors open, and he saw Mecay bring out a 
sledge hammer; this was about a quarter past two o'clock ; 
Mecay then went with the rest of the mob to the gaol, where 
witness saw hira hammer at the gates ; after the gates were beat 
in Mocay assisted to drive the gaol van into tlio water; saw 
Mecay fling a sledge hammer at the last witness (Watson) ; saw 
a portrait of the governor brought out; Mecay kicked a hole 
through the picture, and threw it into the water. 

This was the case for the Crown. 

Mr.PALuBB, Counsel for the prisonerClatkc.Eubmitlcd to the 
Courttbat Clarke must be acquitted; the indictmeut charged 
him with felony, but if lie had been proved guilty of any crime, 
it was of high treason, into which the felony had merged. 
There had been evidence given of Clarke's intention to destroy 
all the gaols in the kingdom ; that Clarke bad not ouly assisted 
in the demolition of alfthe gaols in Bristol, together with the 
Bishop's palace, but that he had declared that in a fortnight 
ftll tha gaols in the kingdom should be destroyed. This, he 
(Mr. pEkiroer) contended, was an overt act of treason, and came 
within the question of a constructive levying of war against the 
King. The learned Counsel cited cases in support of his ob- 
jection, which was ultimately overruled. 
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Severul witnesses were called in favor of Clarke, ftmoBg 
vfaum was his mother. They deposed that the prisouer tnet 
filh an accident in his liead some years since, while engaged 
D his business as a sawjer, and that he had since been suhject 
40 fits of derangenieat J he became violent with a small quaa- 
ttty of liquor. An alibi -was also attempted to be shewn as 
regarded several of the periods spoken lu b; the witnesses for 
Ibe prosecntion. 

The other prisoners also called witnesses ; and on the part of 
Courtney an alibi was set up. 

The ATToaNEv-GENBKAi. obtained leave to call additional 
witnesses for the further identification of Courtney, inconse- 
quence of the a/(ii which had been sworn to in his behalf. 

James Rarker staled that he was a tide-waiter at the Custom- 
house; saw Courtney coming from the gaol on the Sunday 
evening! at the toll-gates on Prince's-street bridge, and after- 
wards at the Mansion-house ( saw him in an underground cellar 
I Bt the back part of the Mansion-houee, with a lantborn in his 
, band ; he was afterwards ia front of the Mansion-house with the 
I lantborn and a piece of old iron in his left hand, and a stick in 
right. Saw him beatio? in some of the windows in Queen- 
I sijuare ; he was cursing at the time ; witness had a full opportu- 
t nity of seeing his features, and was certain of his identity. 

William Cross, stationer, in Wine-street, was in the square, 
near the Mansion-house, on the evening ufthe fire ; saw Court- 
ney there from half-past 8 till 9 o'clock, exactly opposite the 
front door t the Mansion-b ouse was not then on fire i he (Court- 
ney) was in company with another man, and said, apparently 
under much excitement, "D — n my eyes, what haven't you set 
fire to it after all !" Witness had no doubt whatever of his 
being the man. 

The Court then adjourned, and the Lord Chief Justice 
ordered the Jury to be detained all night, and to be provided 
with accommodations and refreshments. 

On the following morning the Lord Chief Justice read and 

connnentcd on the evidence, which occupied above three hours. 

The Jury retired at a quarter to two o'clock, and at five, 

returned into Court, when they pronounced Clarke, Kearney, 

Higgs, Courtney, and Mecay, Guiltj/. Williams, Net Gtiilti 



BURNING or THE BRIDEWELL. 

fVtn. Clarke, Patrick Kearney, Maltliew Warry, John Teuelt, 
and Wm. Osgood, were charged with riotously asserabling. and 
demolishing the City Bridewell. 

TheATTOBNEv-GBNERAL, instatingan outline of the evidence, 
said,— Gentlemen of the Jury, you are probably aware that the 
building laid in the indictment against the prisoners, consists of 
Iwo compartments, »i I, the house in which the governor resides, 
the other part termed the prison 1 but the whole forms one build- 
ing, connected by two arched walls, and the way between is 



:e property, op (^n to the public as a thoroughfare, it is true, 
iluriflg certain tiours of (he day, but closed at night. In' means 
of large folding doors in the archway of either wall. Three or 
four persons had been confined in this building, for tumultuous 
behaviour, on Saturday Oct. SHlli ; and it was probably from 
this circumstance that the roob was induced to attack the bride- 
well, for the purpose ofliherating those prisoners who were 
confined in it. That the prison was attacked for the purpose of 
effecting iU destruction, is evidenced by the fact, that from the 
time of the first assault the violence was continued until the 
original design was completed. It appears that Clarke was 
actually employed in the destruction of the building. With 
respect to this prisoner, we have thought it to be our duty to 
raake the most active inquiries with regard to his conduct, and 
the result has been, that wo cannot find, and we do not believe, 
that he was originally concerned in the late disturbances ; and 
we have no doubt that be first became connected with the 
rioters by joining them on the Sunday morning, without having 
any previous intention of so doing* land his case forms a striking 
example of the danger of coming in contact with large and 
tumultuous assemblages; all the bad passions of a man are sud- 
denly called into action the moment he finds himself united 
with such a body acting with impunity; and, accordingly, wc 
find tbe prisoner, without any palpable previous intention, no 
aoooer becomes so connected, that we sec him actively employed 
in the destruction of property. We have been told that tbe 
intellect of this man is affected when he is in tiq^uor by a mis- 
fortune which he has received in his head ; but you, gentlemen, 
will at once see the necessity for a. person of that description to 
be more careful of that which hurries him into such excesses. 
We shall show that Kearney was extremely active in the attack 
at the Bridenell. It appears that his business is that of a 
hawker — an ilinerant vender of linen-drapery, and, as such, he 
must be a man possessed of some little property. The eSect of 
such a man gomg among a mob, must be most mischievous, 
because it tends to hold out encouragement to the most depraved 
portion of society, by lending to it the countenance of those who 
are somewhat higher in the scale oFsociety than themselves The 
prisouer, Warry, is a journeyman baker; he is a little man, 
but it does uot require great size or great strength for com- 
mitting acts of violence. The other prisoners will be found to 
to be more or less implicated in tlie transaction. We consider 
the various acts of violence which took place from the Satur- 
day to the Monday, as forming one transaction, and it will not 
benecessary to show that each individual implicated commenced 
at the very outset of the disturbance, if it be proved that at one 
period or other he joined the mob with a knowledge of its Inten- 
tions, Neither are we under the necessity of requesting you to 
consider too minutely whether the persons implicated were 
themselves actually engaged in the destruction, if Ihey formed 
part of a mob so employed i for no man ran be wilfully present, 
and form part of such a mob, without encouraging it by his 
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prescuce— without giving il that appearance of strcngUi which, 
, of itself, holds out the capahility of its offering an efiectaal 
I resistance to any attempt Id put it down, and destroys tbc very 
' Iiope of supprcs^itig it in the minds of the well-disposed part of 
the comnnuuity. For ihc same reasons, the encouraging » mob 
by shouts unqucstiunably amounts to the taking an active part 
in the proreedinss. You, gentlemen, will have it in the evi- 
' ^nce which will be tendered to you by Mr. Evans, the governor, 
that, on Sunday Ihc SOth Oct., a. riotous and tumultuous assem- 
bly assailed that building with violence : that on their approach 
tbe gates were closed upon them hy him and his assistants : Ihal 
the entrance of the mob into the space between was resisted 
nntil the violent pressure from without compelled those who 
were within to give way to it. He will tell jou that he Iheti 
defended bis house with a blunderbuss, and kept them at hay 
for a considerable time, uatil the terror of his wife and family, 
and his anxiety for their safety, induced him to come to a parley 
wilh the mob, and to give them up the key of tbe prison, in 
order to allow tbe persons in his dwelling-house time for escui- 
ing: that, in fact, they did escape, at the imminent risk of their 
lives, through a skylight in thereof of the house. Tfaatthe 
mob then liberated the prisoncrs;forced their way into his dwel- 
ling-house, and proceeded in their work of demolition j so thai 
on Monday morning be found the whole of tbe building in ruins. 
Witnesses were then called in support of the charge. Their 
evidence detailed the proceedings of the mob in the attack on 
the Bridewell, and the est en t to which the prisoners assisted. 
Much of the proof against Clarke was the same as was adduced 
on his trial for firing the Qaol. 

The Jury returneda verdict of Gui»^ against Clarke, Tow ell, 
Warry, and Kearney ; and acquitted Usgood. 



BURNING OP THE BISHOP'S PALACE. 

Tbomai Evans Bendall a,nd James Sims were charged wilh 
having feloniously assembled, wilh divers other persons, to the 
disturbance of the public peace, and destroyed by fire a certain 
dwelllog-house, belonging to the Lord Bishop ot Bristol. 

The Attoknev-Genebaj. stated the case to the Jury, and 
called the following witnesses : — 

William Jones examined. — I was a servant of the Bishop 
«f Bristol in October last i about eight o'clock on Ijunday 
evening, the 30lh October, some persons broke into the Palace i 
Ihey first broke open the irou gales in front of the Palace 
with sledge hammers; there were nearly 100 persons in the mob, 
including hoys aud men ; one man had a crow bar, with which 
thcj forced the palace door i there was a great shouting when il 
was opened ; the first thing 1 saw demonshed was a sideboard 
•nd a glass lamp; I heard one man say " Strike away ("some of 
the side windows of the palace look into thefront yard, through 
mhich I escaped to tbe church-yard, and from thence I went to 
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the door of Ibe palace, wberc I waited until the soldiers came 
up t I heard a great noise Inside the palaci: ) some of the inub 
were destroyiug the furniture, whilst others were going away 
with property belonging to the Bishop i after the mob bad dis- 
persed, 1 went into tne palace and found four beds on fire ; the 
ticking was cut and fire put inside ; the mob returned about 
half an hour after this in considerable numbers I they were armed 
with hammers and iron bars; I u&ered resistance to them, and 
thej tJirew iron bars at my head, but I again effected my escape 
to the church-yard; I again went round to the front of the 
pftlace, and shortly afterwards the whole of the building was in 
names i 1 saw burnt books in the chapel ; there was a man inside 
banding some things through the windows, and they were 
brought into the church-yard and thrown into the palace, which 
was in flames ; I remained in the churchyard until live o'clock 
in the morning; the whole of tho palace and its furniture was 
completely destroyed ; 1 saw the prisoner, Bendall, handing out 
the books, and otherwise busily engaged in the work of destruc- 
tion for an hour and a half; there was a great number of persons, 
besides the prisoners, who took an active part. 

Cross-examined. — I did not sec the prisoner when the mob 
attacked the palace ; the first time I saw him was when he was 
banding out the books from the chapelt after the mob had 
burnt the books they destroyed the hook-shelves ; there were at 
least ten or twelve employed in destroying; the books; I saw the 
prisoner hand outscvcral of the books; f also saw him receive 
some others from persons apparently dressed as gentlemen. 

H.W.Fedden examined.— I was presentduring the greater part 
of the time the palace was in flames ; 1 have known trie prisoner 
Bendall for some time ; on the nigfit of the tire 1 saw him seve- 
ral times receive books from different people, which he took 
and threw into the flames of the palace. 

Cross-examined.— I did not know the prisoner by name, but 
very well personally ; 1 have seen him before with a petition in 
bis band. 

Mr. Pai.hgh. — A petition— what do you mean, u begging 
petitiou > 

Witness. — Oh, no, sir ; a Reform petition. 

Mr. Palueh. — I suppose you are not a reformer. 

WitnesH. — I am neither one side or the other. 

David Phillips corroborated the evidence of the last witness ; 
be was confident that Bendall was there ; witness saw him destroy 
some books, and afterwards acconopaniedhira to Queen-square, 
and saw him destroy some furniture. 

John Otlon examined. — I took the prisoner into custody on 
the Tuesday following the fires ; he had tape round his hat and 
arm, and a constable's staff; I asked him why he wore the tape, 
and he said he belonged to the ' ' Union," and had 4s. a-week 
allowed him ; be never said any thing about the palace. 

John Robins examined, — I am a labourer at the coal works ; 
I know the prisoner Sims; on the Sunday night 1 went to the 
Bishop's palace, about eight o'clock ; saw seviral persons there ; 
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) Cbapler-hou!^e were out, atid the fire nas blazing \a the palace ; 
i saw Sims break the wiodowsof the Chapter-house with a crow 
bar or bludgeon < saw inanj books handed out at the window;, 
tod thrown towards theSre; 1 was there about ten minutes, 
ind when the moh came 1 went away j one of them had a 
»ndlc < 1 said to Sims "you are hard at itt" saw Sinis in Red- 
[ clifT street an hour and half afterwards ; he said ho could bavu 

J at ten pounds or had lost ten pounds ; Stern was with me ; we 
id not stiip ; Sims had nuthing in bis hand. 
[ Charles Stern examined.— 1 was al the palace on the Sunday 
I night, about half-past ten ; saw a man breaking the windows 
■with a sort of hludgeon ) saw books and papers thrown out ; on 
onr return home Robins and 1 met a man in RcdcIiS'-street t 
Sobins said to him, when he was breaking Ihe window, " Jem, 
70U are going it, mj buy," hut I did not hear what the man said 
to Robins; he said he had ten pounds taken from him. 

Arthur Kelsv examined, — T am a com and flour factor j on 

I the Saturday 1 was in Qneen-square about one o'clock, when 

Bir Charles Wethereil's carriage arrived at the Mansion-house 

; Ihe people were very noisy ; 1 know the prisoner Benilall ; 

DC was there., and had a stone in his hand, which he threw at Ibc 

carriage ; a number of stones were thrown. 

The LoroChiei' Justice said this evidence did not alfect the 
charge in the indictment. 

The Attorn EV-GiiNERAi. and Mr. Serjeant Wiloe ^aid, the 
object was to show continuous acts of riot by the prisoner at 
tiie bar. 

Their Lordships concurred in opinion that the distance be- 
tween the two periods was too great to trace such a continuity. 
This closed the case for the Crown, and the prisoners declined 
saying any thing in their defence. 

Several witnesses were called in behalf of Bendall, and ex- 
amined by Mr. Piyre, his Counsel. Their evidence went to 
prove that he was a boy of weak mind. 

Mr. Justice BosANQuET recapitulated the evidence; in the 
I course of which he observed, with regard to the defence that 
' Ihe prisoner Bendall was not in such a stale of mind as to be 
■espunsible for his actions, the evidence ought to be clearly 
knd narrowly watclied, and as the boy had relations in Bristol 
' Ifaey ought to have been called. The law had provided that if 
a Jury found that a prisoner had committed the act imputed to 
him, aud that he was not in such a state of mind as to be respon- 
sible for his actions, they should return a special verdict to that 
effect, and it was left to the Crown to determine on the disposal 
of the prisoner) but it must be borne in mind, that if he is 
capable of discriminating between right and wrong, he is to be 
considered responsible for his actions. 
, The Jury retired, and in ahnnl half an hour brought in a 
I "Verdict of Gidltg against both prisoners. 
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FIRING HOUSES IN QUEEN-SQUARE. 

Joitph. Kayrs viau'wiitleii fordcsleoying tlicliouse of C. Bull. 
Tbc case having beeD stated by the ATToaNEv-GENCFtAL, 

Mr. Cbarles Bull was exatDined.— Lived in Queen-square ; his 
home was burnt on the Sunday night of the riols i his family 
e obliged to leave tbe house about half-past twelve ; some 
of the furniture was destroyed, and some taken away. 

Isaac Bull examined. — Is the son of the last witness. Was 

I ia the house when it was attacked ; there was a considerable 

Dumber uf persons round the house at the lime; there were 

Other houses on fire ; was attempting to save the property ; saw 

I Hie prisoner in the court-yard, with several others; he was 

thing then: came back again in about five minutes, 

lim in the hall; witness was driven out by the mob; 

» the house on fire from a window in Prince's street, about 

n minutes after; the house was on the north side of the 

rSquare; the flrst in the Square, and the fourth from Princc's- 

r street ; knew the prisoner by sight before. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Payne, who appeared for the pri- 
wnur.— Had seen Kayes driving a gentleman about the city; 
began moving the furniture about 10 ; had not removed all oj 
I- the time the house was attacked ; the mob allowed him to pass 
with a little pushing; left his mother, brother, sister, and a 
little girl, in the house, when he first saw the prisoner; the 
iriadows had been beaten in in tbe front parlours about half an 
bour before ; had a chair and some stair carpels in his hands ; 
BD his returning the second time, the house was full, and the 
prisoner was in the hall, near the do-or ; had some difficulty in 
going upsUirs. 

Williani Bull, another son of Mr. C. Bull, also proved the 
prisoner to have been among the mob. 

Joseph Quarman examined, — Is a turner; had known Kaycs 

for two years ; saw him between one and two on the morning 

\ of the 31st October, in the house adjoining Mr. Miles's count- 

m isg-house, on the side nearest to Prince's- street ; witness was 

■ flanding on the footpath of the Square, opposite the bouse ; 

pnw him tfarough the window; there were others in the room 

le same lime ; saw him from three to four times in and 

of the room ; the house had been stripped ol furniture, 

I ud the next house gutted ; Mr. Miles's counting-house was 

I Ihen completely in a blaze ; witness saw a piece of timber in 

I ft charred state taken up by some persons, and a light procured 

I trvm it ) saw the prisoner soon after stooping once or twice to 

k the same piece of timber, as if he were doing the same thing ; 

'* ~ IS lying by the fire-place on the floor; saw the prisoner aftcr- 

aving the room ; believes he was the last who left it ; 

LW no one in it afterwards ; the room was in a complete blaze 

I about three minutes; the windows had been completely 

I broken, and the sashes demolished, before witness saw prisoner. 

Cross-examined. — Went into the Square between twelve and 

one ; Mr. LeniBn'shuuse was then nearly down, and thcCustom- 
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house in a blaze t did not stand opposite Mr. Bull's house at all ; 
stood opposite the house ia which he sawthe prisoner, adjoining 

I Hr. Miles'a countine-house I iras nut decidedly aware bow far 

I that is from Mr.Bufrs house. 

Sarah Weeks examined. — Was a servant at No. 49, Queen- 

I iquare, at the time of the fires ; assisted to remove the proper); 
•bout nine ; the Mansion-house was then on fire ; went to and 
fro several times ; there -was a great crowd about the house 
between two and three i her master's house is on the back uf 
Prince's street, and is oac of the two slill remaining on that 
side; Miss James's house is on the opposite side of the avenue; 
saw the prisoner in the kitchen of that house; he came over to 
her master's house i witness was knocking at the door, and he 
came to her i Miss James's house was on hre when the prisoner 
camo out of it ; he had a hat under his arm, and a spit in his 

hand i he said to witness, " your heart, if jou go in, I'll kill 

youi" he then went ia front of Miss James's house, and looked 
up ; he then went into Miss James's kitchen ; witness was goiog 
into Prince's street a?ain, to where her master's furniture wa<i, 
and passing h; Miss James's door, she slopped thereand looked 
' into the kitchen ; the door was open ; saw the prisoner in the 
kitchen i did not see an; one else there ; saw him lake sopie- 
thing out of his hat and fling it round the kitchen ; did not see 
what it was; saw a mob before her master's house ; saw the 

Kisoncr give something out of his hat to a bo; ; this was before 
I went into Miss James's kitchen. 

Martha Davis examined. — Was in the service of Mr. William 
Cross ; his house was dem-olished by Gre i Mr. Bull's house, the 
next door but one from her master's, was demolished in the 
same manner i saw the prisoner in the court of her master's 
house, with a roan in a long coat ; witness went to them, one of 
them said to the other, '• pull the bell ;" witness said, " it's no 
good to pull the bell, fur there is no one there ;" they said, 
■' what do you know about it '"witness said, "I am Mr. Cross's 
servant," and the prisoner replied," we are Mr. Cross's friends i" 
witness said, " you aro no friend, but one of the rioters i" the 
prisoner then asked for the key, and witness told him she had 
none, and went to fetch her master ; one of them pushed her and 
told her to stand on one side ; believes it was the prisoner ; and 
thinks her master came in about five minutes after ; they were 
not then there ; could swear to the prisoner as plain as to her 
own master ; believes it was between twelve to one, or from that 
to two in the morning ) Mr. Bull's house was fired before her 
master's. 

Cross-examined. — Bull's house was not then consumed ; thinks 
the roof had not fallen in ; the house adjoining Mr. Miles's was 
then burning, but could not say if the roof had fallen i the up- 
stair part of the house wa^ burning at that time i there was a 
great number of people present, about two thousand, and very 
(hick about the premises; could distinctly seethe prisoner) bad 
■een the prisoner the same day in the Square ; beJiaves hA WM 
walking about nearly the whole of the day. 

This was the cose for the prosecution. 




I 



I the evil 
conclusioD of which, the prisoner expressed a wish to address 
the Jury land, od being permilted, he said that all the witnesses 
had sworo to him within one half hour, and he must have been 
a very active man to have done it all in that time. He was 
sworn tu by no one but persons wbom Mr. Bull and his son had 
brought to the prison for that purpose, and it was all a spite 
and a grudge. 

The Jury found him Guiliy. 

The witness, Martha Davis, was here called i and the Chief 
Justice said bethought it proper to Inform her that, in conse- 
quence of her extraordinary courage, he had ordered her a 
reward of ^10. The order on the Sheriffs was then handed to 
ber ; and she curtsied and retired , 

Thomai Grrgori/t Cornelius Bickey, and James Snook, were 
indicted for destroying the house of William Strong. The 
prisoners pleaded Not Guilty. 

The ATTORNEK-GesBre*i.said — Gentlemen of the Jury — We 
find it impossible to separate this case from other acts of violence 
which were perpetrated upon the same night, because it appears 
that every thing which was done — every act that was commuted 
was but in furtherance ol one common cause ; and the violenca 
that commenced with the Mansion-house was continued along 
the whole line of the buildings until all was destroyed. Gentle- 
men of the Jury, you are perfectly aware that, on the Saturday 
of the S9th, the Recorder of this city was assailed, when in 
the discharge of big duty, by a n:iob, for the atrocious purpose 
of doing him some bodilv injury. You well know that the vio- 
lence was continued during his progress to this place, and that 
tbe same conduct was pursued at the Mansion-house, and that 
ultiniately the house of the Chief Magistrate was destroyed. 
There was no part of the followingday, when the most respectable 
parts of the city were not exposed to the outrages of a ruffian 
mob, effecting mischief to individuals, mischief to property, 
and mischief to the public. We bave heard that both prisons 
and the Bishop's palace were destroyed, and we shall find that 
throughout tbe day the Square was in the posMsslon of the 
mob, meditating, and sometimes avowing, tneir intentions of 
destroying it. After the firing of the Mansion-house, the 
flames were rapidly spread throughout tbe whole line of building 
to the Custom-house, and then it was that tbe prisoner Gre- 
gory appeared in the Avenue adjoining, with a crow-bar upon 
his shoulder, and proceeded to tlic house of Mr. Strong. You ^H 
may well suppose. Gentlemen, that, witnessing the acts of ^H 
that night, the inhabitants retired, taking wltb them all the ^H 



property they could, and leaving the walls of the house 
tbeir fate. It will be shewn, that the prisoner Gregory w( 
into the house with a lighted torch in his band, for tue express 



purpose of effecting its destruction — that he left it with the 
torcli still iu his hand— that, shortly after his so quitting it, the 
house was in flames, and that he was afterwards seen with pro- h 

L i 



THE BRISTOL RIOTS. 



here can then be do doubt of tbe 
n being present at the scene of viu- 
lence. He went there for ilie purpose of eRecling the ruin of a 
respectable family — for the purpose of pocketing a share of tlie 

Slunder. With respect to Snook, a naoic nhieh it appears i.< 
IB one by which he Is familiarly known, we shall show that he 
n the kitchen of the same lio use, assisting Gregory in the 
work of plunder and demolition ; and for Cornelius Hickey, 
you will have DO difficult; in inferring thai be also was a co- 
operator with them in furlberance of their guilt; iateutions. 

The charge was clearly proved by the evidence, and the Jury 
returned a verdict of Guilty against all the prisoners. 

/filliam Hei/nolds and Richard Fines weie found Guilty of 
destroying the dwelling-house of the Rev. Charles Buck, in 
Queen-Square. 



SENTENCES OF THE PRISONERS. 

On Thursday the 191h January, the prisoners who had been 
capitally convicted were brought up to receive sentence. 

ChrUtopker Davis, fFilHam Clarke, Tliomas Gregory, Richard 

Fines, and Joseph Kayes wete first placed at the bar, and tbe 

Judges having put on tlielr black caps, the usual question was 

' pat to the prisoners, by the Clerk of the Arraigns, " what have 

you to say wh) sentence of death should not be passed upon 

Ecu tn die according to law ?" When it came to Kayes' turn, 
e fell down in a strong fit of agony, during which his convulsed 
frame required the restraint ot five or six men ; he exclaimed 
" Oh I'm not guilty — I'm not guilty ! — Oh my God ! — my wife! 
I tny children 1" By order of the Lord Chief Justice he was 
taken back to the cell below tbe hall, but for a considerable 
period his ravings were distinctly heard in the Court, and creat- 
I ed agreat sensation. Several females fainted, & were carried out. 
Gregory continually addressed the Court iri broken seuteoces 
— " O my dear Lord, I'm innocent — I'm innocent as a child 
unborn — I never was before a gentleman in all my life, nor in 
I m prison before — O have mercy upon me, my dear Lord." 

Clarke leaned bis head over the rail of the bar apparently 
[ feeble and exhausted j and Vines repeatedly implored mercy. 
The LoRoCuiEF Justice addressed the prisoners to tbe fol- 
lowing effect ; — " Prisoners at the bar, — You have been con- 
i victedupon evidence in each particular case, which can leave 
. no doubt of your guilt upon any reasonable miud, of crimes 
I so deeply anecting the iutercsts, even the very existence of 
human society, that your lives have become justly forfeited to 
I the laws of your country. Assembled together with multitudes 
[ of others, evil doers like yourselves, you have by threats and 
I acts of violence, thrown the peaceable and industrious inha- 
I bitants of this city into a state of panic and alarm i you have 
[ deprived many of their only means of livelihot 
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manj to destruclioo. Human societj caanot be held together 
ir Crimea like these are Dut put down by the strong band of the 
law. Unless others arc deterred from Inc comniissioD of similar 
enormities by the just severity of your puaishnieDl, all that 
makes life valuahle to man, the (tee enjoyment of the fruits of 
his honest industry and pruteclion from personal violence, must 
be altogether given up. The innocent and weak will become 
a prey to the nicked and Ihe strong ; and brutal force will take 
the place of order and of law. Wbat motive could lead you 
to the commission of these crimes, it is impossible from the 
evidence brought before us to judge with anj reasonable cer- 
tainty. It was not the pressure of naut or misery ; it was no 
grievance, imaginary or real, under which you laboured. I 
fear no other purpose can be assigned that will apply to the 
greater number who shared in these wicked transactions than 
that of giving up this city to the flames, that it might become 
the object of universal pilWe. You stand each of you a strik- 
ing and awful example to otliers of the wickedness which men 
commit, and the misery which inevitably follow it, when 
they throw olF the restraint of Ihe laws of God and man, and 
give themselves up to their own unbridled passions. 1 can only 
jiray that your unhappy example may be the means of prevent- 
ing all others from treading in your steps, 

"You, Christopher Davis, are proved to have been present 
at the greater part of the Uwless acts which have been com- 
mitted within tnis city. You appear to have stood amongst the 
foremost of the multitude in their various acts of devastation. 
They were at once encouraged by 50ur prcieiice and example, 
Knd excited to further acts of outrage by your violent and in- 
flammatory language. It is, InileeS, a grievous and unhappy 
nght — a man, respectable from his age and statio~ '~ ''''~ ~~ 



Joa appear to be, bringing misery upon his friends, and destruc- 
Uon to himself, by yieTdiug to the turbulence of his passions. 
You, William Clarke, hate also been proved to have been 



one of the foremost in the work of destruction. By you, 
violent and tumultuous mob were instigated, and led on to the 
attack, and the destruction of the bridewell and the gaol. 
Your previous condition and habits of life now only serve to 
aggravate yo'ir crime beyond that of many others, who were 
induced by your example to the commission of these enormities. 

"You, Thomas Gregory, formed part of that riotous mob 
ivhicb plundered the dwelllng-hou^ of William Strong, and 
Kre proved to have been one of the persons who actually carried 
into the house the flaming papers by which it was afterwards 
burned to tbe ground. 

"You, Richard Vines, after you had broken and entered 
into one house with a. tumultuous assemblage of people, are 
proved to have fed the Gri^, by which it was afterwards destroy- 
ed, with the books and furniture belonging to the owner. You 
are also proved to have called upon the mob to come on i and 
with such unlawful aid you broke into another house, which 
you first assisted in plundering, and consigning it to the Qui ~ 
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le, therefore, most earnestly exiiurt you atl to prepare 

I ]*aurselves by every means ia your power for that great and 

I Awful change which doth most assuredly await jou witSin 3 very 

1-diorttime. Apply yoorselves earnestly and fervently to the 

F Throne of Grace, that you may endeavour to ohtain from Him 

I who knows how to reconcile mercy with justice, that forglve- 

» which the laws of man cannot extend to you. And now 

I nothing more remains than the duty, to me a most painful one, 

4f pronouncing the last sentence of the law — "That you, and 

ftrery of you, DC taken hence to the place from whence you 

came, and from thence to a place of execution, where you be 

severally hanged by the neck until you are dead t and may the 

Iiord, in his infinite goodne!>s, have mercy on your guilty 

' BDUls." 

On the conclusion of his Lordship's address, Davis wrung 
bis hands and exclaimed — " O my Lord, 1 hope you will have 
mercy— I never was in any depredation— 1 never meddled with 
any one thing — I never meddled with the fires — I never drowed 
(threw) a stone or nail — I never was in a gaol before— 1 hope 
' iBy Lord you will have inercj upon me." 

The following prisoners -were then ordered to the har to re- 
ceive sentence ; — Patrick Kearney, Daniel Higgi, Jumet Courl- 
uej/, John JHecai/, Thomat Evans Bendall, Jamea Simi, Jofin 
Towell, Mallhew fVarrg, Carnetiua Hickey, Jame$ Snook, Wm. 
Heynoldt, Georg: Andrew*, Patrick Barnett, Benjamin Broad, 
SlKphen Gaitford, JUickael Sullivan, Timalhg CoUin$, Henry 
Green, and Charleg fFillians. 

The CuiEP JuSTice proceeded topronounce sentence on them 
in the following terms; — " Prisoners at the bar, alter patient 
trials before impartial and intelligent juries, each of you has 
been found guilty of an oSence against which the laws of yonr 
country have, l^r the security of all, decreed the sentence 
of death. You have, with many others who for the present 
have escaped the hands of justice, devoted to plunder and de- 
struction the city in which you live, — the place which had 
afforded to all of you subsistence and protection. You have 
reduced parts of it to a state of ruin and desolation n 



plete than any foreign enemy — unless then 
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have deprived many industrious 

.. ._., .. of support and subsistence, and 

the hlood which it was necessary to shed in order to repress 
your acts of wanton outrage may be justly considered to lie at 
your door. You seem tonave thought at the moment of your 
triumph, when you were excited by the absence of control, and 
inflamed by the unrestrained use of intoxicating liquors, that 
the law was forever banished from the land. But you stand 
now at the bar of justice — a sad proof to yourselves, and s 
monument and warnin? tn all others, that the triumph of injus- 
tice is short-lived, and that the law of your country is too 
strong to be assailed by such vain attempts as yours. Under 
the commission of ufiences so aggravated, I know not that any 
Just exception could have been taken, if the full measure of 
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the punishment, in some of jour cases at least, had been allow- 
ed to take its course. But the earnest hope we entertain that 
the sad fate of those oa nhom the sentence of the law bath been 
just passed will operate as a sufRcient warning to all others, 
induces us to join in a humble recommendation to His Majesty , 
that jour lives may be spared. 1 would not, however, have 
you expect, that bj escaping the bitterness of death, jou have 
avoided every punishment for jour offence ; jou will pass the 
remainder of your lives in a foreign and a distant land, separated 
for ever from parents, relations and friends, and in a state of 
severe labour and constant privation. Thus will your perpetual 
absence from your own country prevent you from tfisturbing 
again the peace and happiness orsociety, and will operate as a 
warning to all others to avoid the example of your crimes. For 
the present, tbe sentence of death must be recorded against you, 

Kearaey exclaimed — " I consider I'm deprived of my liberty 
owing to false swearing. But I don't care, my life is spared — 
Ireland is free — little Ireland for -ever." 

Rirbard Dady was then brought fofward to receive sentence, 
and addressed the Court — "O my Lord, have mercy upon my 
wife and children — T did not intend to go and plunder — I went 
out with my wife on my arm, and a young man asked me to 
take some goods. Look upon my wife and seven children de- 
pending on the work ot my hands, and have mercy upon me !" — 
The Chief Justice passed sentence of Six months' impriianment 
intd hard labour. The prisoner had evidently anticipated a 
much severer doom, and on hearing his sentence, he clasped 
his hands, and said with great earnestness — "God bless you, 
my Lord I" 

The Lord Chief Justice then took leave of the Grand Jury, 
for whose zeal, care, and assiduity in the discharge of their 
arduous and important duties, his Lordship said, the country 
was much indebted. His Lordship also complimented the 
citizens at large for their exertions in preserving peace and 
order. The Chief Justice shortly after left tbe city for London, 
Id preside in his own Court, 

Sentence ON K*VES. — This man was afterwards brought up, 
and sentence of death was passed upon him by Mr. Justice 
BosiNQuET. It is perfectly clear (said his Lordship) that you 
formed apart of the mob which committed those enormous 
offences, and it has been fully proved that you assisted actively 
in destroying three dwelling-houses. The prisoner, who had 
resumed much of the hardihood of manner which he evinced 
on his trial, left the bar exclaiming that he was a murdered man, 
and was judged wrongfully. 
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THE BRISTOL ElOTS, 



GENERAL SUMMARY OF THE SENTENCES. 

Of 109 prisoners, 
against \i no bills wcr 
was offered. 

Of tLe prisoners (onvicled, 5 were 
against 96 j udgment of death was rvcorde 
for U jearsi 6 for 7 jearsi and 49 were 
lerins of imprisonnient with hard labour. 

The above statement refers onl; to c 
the riots. 



ntenced to death : 
i 1 was transporled 



Priioneri CenvieUd and Stnteneed lo DMiTH. 
Christopher Davis, for destroying the Gaol. 
William Clarke, for destroying the Gaol and Bridewell. 
Thomas Gregory, for destroying the house of Mr. Strong.^ 
Richard Vines, for destroying tlie Hev. Mr. Bock's house. 
Joseph Kayes, for destroying Mr. Bull's house. 

Veath Recorded. 
Henry Cruika, Juseph Thomas, and David James, for breaking 

into the dwell in g'house of J. S. Rowe, and stealing spirits. 
Patrick Kearney, Matthew Warrj, and John Towell. tor destroy- 

ing the Gaol and Bridewell. 
Jas.Courtney. J.Mecav, and D.Higgs. for destroying the Gaol. 
T. E. Bendall and Jas. Sims, for destroying the Bishop's Palace, 
C.Hickey and James Snook, for destroying Mr. Strong's house. 
Wm. Reynolds, for destroTing the Rev. Mr. Buck's house. 
George Andrews, Patrick Barnett, Benjamin Broad, and Sitph. 

Gaisford, for destroying Mr. Cross's house. 
Michael Snilivan, for destroying Mr. Broad's bouse. 
Timothy Collins, for destroying the Mansiou-bouse stables, 
H. Green and Chas, Williams, for destroying Mr. Lemaa's house, 
James Coleman, for robbing Mr. Thomas Blethyn. 
James Price and James Dyer, for stealing from the house of 

Richard Walters four i;allons of beer, 
James Walker, for assaulting George Baker, and obtaining by 
force, cue tjuart of beer. 

Fourteen Years' Trantportatian. 
James Ives, for stealing a gold watcli, tbe property of the Rev. 
Charles Buck, and tor stealing a silver salver, the property 
of the Corporation. 

Seven Years' Tranaporlalion. 
William Christopher, for stealing wearing apparel, &c, from 

Mr, J. S. Broad. 
Aaron Martin, for stealing several articles from Mr. Johnson. 
James Street and Charles Huish, for stealing five gallons of 

wine, the property of \f iss Davey. 
Richard Neville, for stealing a table, the property of some per- 

Joseph Keates, for stealing a violin, the property of W. Cross- 
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Two rears' Impriionment, milh Hard Labour. 
Samuel Browning and FelixWyman, for stealing various articles 

of linen, the property of Josepb Reynolds. 

John Harper, John Jeremy, Charles Coates, John Raes, James 

Phillips, Edw. Macdonafd, Wm.Bennell, Daniel Sullivan, and 

Wm. Champ, for riotously assembling & disturbiag the peace. 

T^'elve Monlhi' Imprigonment, isrilh Hard Labour. 

Catherine Hogan. for stealing silk dressca. 

Thomas Gallick, for stealing wearing apparel from B. Bickley. 
William Punch, for stealing various articles from T. Evans. 
Benj. IToune, for stealing a brass weight helonginff to the King. 
Wm. Drew, for stealing wearing apparel from John Moxham. 
Daniel M'Carlby, for stealing books, &c. from Mr, Barnard, 
John Jones, for stealing a military Jacket from Robert Say. 
William Mason, for stealing a gold watch and silver pin, be- 
longing to Julia Harford. 
Charles Nott, for stealing spirils from Edward Zincraft. 
William Beard, for stealing a silver snuffbox, the property of 

William Humphries. 
William Jenkins, George Styling, Wm. Morgan, Peter Brown, 
John Jacobs, Wm, and Jos. Hedges, for riotously assembling. 
Six Mentha' [raprisonmcnt, with Hard Labour. 
H. Rees, for stealing a book, &c. the property of H. B. Smith. 
William Burgess, for stealing paper, the property of the King, 
James Cole, tor stealing a box and books from Mr. Johnson. 
Edw. Dady, for stealing two drawers, the property of the King. 
T. Brimneii, for stealing a bible, the property of J. P Kirby. 
Daniel Doyle, for stealing a walch, the property ofA. Brettefl. 
[This prisoner (a lad) was, in addition, sentenced to be pri- 
vately whipped.] 
James Bentley, fur rioting. 

I'aar Months' tmprUonment. with Hard Labour. 

Thomas Hussev, Wm. Jarvis, and Slenhen Cullen, for stealing 

six bottles of wine, the property of Thomas Kington. 

Three Jifonths' Imprisonment, teilk Hard Labour. 

John T. Buffin. fur stealing plated articles from B. Bickley. 

• J. Simmonds, for stealing articles from W. Strong & T. Webb. 

William Lee, for stealing asilver spoon, from W. C. Stephens. 

One Month's tmpriionment, with Hard Labour. 
Thomas Lane, for stealing a brass chandelier, from C. Pinney. 
Mary Parker, for stealing a sofa, the property of B. Bickley. 

Prisoners against tDhora P/o Bill teal found. 
JohnBritton, charged with stealing a sword, the property of 

Henry Jew. 
Richard Phipps, Thomas Fitzgerald, and Wm. Beer, charged 

with assisting to destroy the Guol. 
Sarah Anderson, charged with having stolen one sofa, (he pro- 
perty of B. Bickley. 
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Samud llardiD^, charged with beguniiig lo drmolisfa the Ciu- 

totn-bo use- 
James DoDovaD, Joha Dallj, Jams Bajlej, Charles Turtle, 

and James Elliott, charged with begiDBing to pull Aofa i 

bouse in (he parish of SL Nicholas. 

Priifftiert tried ani aequitUd. 
James Williams, charged with de^lrojia^ Ibe Gaul b; fire. 
E. Arborn, charged with deslrojiag the house of Mr. Barnard. 
William Osgood, charged with destroying the Bridewell. 
Samuel Lever-, charged with stealing a caocelted order, the 

propert; of J. S. Broad. 
John Peach, charged with stealing plated articles, the property 

of the Right Rev. the L^rd Bishop. 
Thomas Martin, charged with slealiug several articles, the pro- 

perlj of Mr. Johnson. 
Samuel Xewton, charged with slealiog five boots, and other 

articles, beloagiog to Daniel Sheppard. 
Mary Charles, cliarged with stealini: a mufi*, and someslair- 

rarpetlng, the property of Mr. and Miss Barrett. 
Matraret Gwier. charged with felontouslj receiving a sheet 

helonging to William Humphries 
James Hail)', charged with stealing paper, value two shillings. 
John and Sarah Cox, charged with receivioga tiulia, kQuning 

it to have been stolen. 
Eleanor Doyle, charged with stealing and receiviDg property. 
Samuel Smith, charged with receiving a dressing laule, the pro- 
perty of Miss James. 
John Bond, James Dyer, Robert Ponchard, Anthony Harvey, 

Jonas Osborne, ami John Howell, charged with riotsnsly 

assembling and disturbing the peace. 
PrUoneri aga\n$t wham no evidence mai offered on thefotlowiMg 

charges. 
John Tarrant BulSn (in consequence of a previous conviction,} 

charged with stealing a snuff-box, &c, from J. Richardson, 

and some handkerchiefs from Christopher Claxton. 
Margaret Gwyer (in consequence ofa previous acquittal,) charg' 

ed wiih stealing a sheet, the property of Mr. Humphries. 
■ John Peach (in consequence of a previous acquittal,) t 



irged 



William Reeves, (in consequenceof insufficiency of evidence lo 
criminate him,] charged with stealing paper, value 8s. 

W. Doherly(in constqueoceof insufficiency of evidence,) chain- 
ed with stealing butler, the property of a person unknown. 

Thomas Ayland (in consequence of previous good character,] 
charged with stealing a bonnet. 

JamesWil]iams(in consequence ofa previous acquittal,) r hatred 
with stealing two blanlLcts and a pair of shoes, the properly 
of the Mayor and Corporation. 

Wm. Osgood (in consequence ofa previous acquittal,) charged 
OD three indlctmeDls with various offences. 




TRIAL OF CAPT. LEWIS, 
CHARGED WITH MANSLAUGHTER. 

tSeJOre Mr, JuHics BasaTipiel.j 

Jamei Coialei/ Leicia was cliai 
with killiag aaJ slaying uae Tt 
fa}* sbooUng him with a pistoL 

Counsel lor the proseculiou, Mr. Ball ; Atloriiej, said In be 
■ Mr.PaJmer, of London, nho appc^redby a deputy calliogbim- 
aelf EdtnoDds. — Cuunsel for the accused, Messrs. Campbell and 
Palmer; Attornej, Mr. Daniel. 

The following witnesses neru examined in support of the 

Wni. Walts, the father-in-law of Die deceased, deposed that 
Ihe boj was named Thomas Morris, and "as IS years of age ; 
he worked at the potti-r; on Temple Back, and left home SO 
nilnules alter T in the morning of Ihe 31st Oct. ; he died at the 
Inhrmarj. 

Cross-eiamined by Mr. Campdei.l. — 1 am the prosecutor on 
this trial ; I employed Mr. Palmer < I do not know him ; he 
isan allorney in London whom I never saw in my life ; his clerk 
was here, and I applied to him ; he was here when they were 
lilting on the child's body i 1 believe it is Mr. Edmonds, he 
does not live in Bristol \ I asked him to take it in band; he was 
aa entire stranger to me ; he .ipoke to me concerning it ; I don't 
know how he happened to be at Bristol at that time ; I never 
aaw him before i he told me he was an attorney's clerk t he 
•poke to nie In Ihe passage at the Dolphin where the inquest 
wasfitting) I mentioned Mr. Palmer to him; I had heard of 
.him before ; I heard tie was a gentleman in the law, who would 
take it in hand fur rae ; I never saw Mr. Palmer in my life i I 
uioke to his clerk ; 1 have not supplied him with any money i 
aid not send to birn to come to these A<isizes: 1 gave instruc- 
tions for the Grst indietmeut preferred against Capt. Lewis , in 
that indictment Mr. Edmunds appeared as the prosecutor ; he 
did so also on the second bill of indictment sent to the Grand 
Jury. 

Re-examined bv Mr. BALt.~I had heard of Mr. Palmer's 
name before, and knew Mr. Edmonds to he his clerk ; Mr. Ed- 
monds attended before the Coroner at my request; he cross- 
esamined the witnesses ; a gcntlentan named Daniel appeared 
on behalf of Capt. Lewis. 

By the Court. — I do not know whether the Coroner's inquest 
had begun and was proceeding when 1 first spoke to Mr. Ed- 
monds I they bad assembled i the business bad begun ; I do not 
know that Mr. Edmonds attended the Inquest as a short-hand 
Writer t I am quite sure the inquest had begun before I spoke 
to Mr. Edmonds. 
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Wm. Booth, pig-butcher, of Bedminstcr, deposed that b 
was on the Buck on 31sl October, neur Queeo-square ; wu 
abuut 5 jards from the boy ; 1 heard the report of a pistol, 
turaed ray head, and saw the boj fall ; saw two persons pick 
the bo; upi 1 went to the boj, and found that the ball bad 
gone through his bod; ; I saw the gentleman tats awajr— that 
Fb the gentleman (pointing to Captain Lewis) t some one 
jnmped on bis back, and another was in his front trying to take 
a pistol ftoni his hand ; the men who were at his back and front 
threw him on the ground ; 1 did not hear the gentleman say 
' any thing I there was not the least riot or disturbance iu that 
place 1 1 could not see the gentleman who fired. 

John Sambrook, exaniined. — 1 am a carpenter, living iu 
Cherry- lane ; was in Grove Avenue about quarter past 8 on the 
morning of 31st October ; saw ahoutSO constables oriTing a man 
out of tne Square; they bad short sticks in their hands i when 
they got hira to the corner of the avenue they left him ; I saw 
a gentlenian in a light drab coat: I do not know him i he 
ordered the men on; had nothing iu his hand; he followed 
Ihem down the avenue and ordered a man who had a smock 
frock to so on; a second man from the corner came up, and 
the second man said to the first, " don't thee go on for him ;" 
tbe gentleman told him again to go on; the man said in a jeer- 
ing way, " I'm d — d if I goes on for thee ;" the gentleman said 
"ril make you go on;" 1 saw nothing in the gentleman's hand; 
he pulled a pistol from his side pocket immediately, dropped it 
~o his side and cocked it, and it went off immediately i the man 
ras standing right before him. not a yard from him i I saw the 
f direction of the pistol: he pointed it carelessly; be did not 
I point it at any object at all ; it went off immediately ; I was in 
' the Avenue; there were about half a dozen persons in the 
Avenue i I saw a boy drop immediately I heard the report of 
the pistol I the gentleman walked towards Prince's street; the 
man he was ordering away ran after him and jumped upon bira ; 
I don't know what becanne of the pistol i I did not see any 
blood or dirt on the genlli^uian's face ; the constables came up 
in a minute or two i from 20 to 30 came up; they went along 
the Grove after the gentleman. 

Cr OSS-en am ined. — The man whom the gentleman was order- 
ing, was reluctant to leave the Square ; was in a smockfrock ; 
the gejitleman might as easily have shot one as the other; he 
could not have missed if he had tried to shoot them ; the pistol 
was not pointed at any object when it went off; it rather de- 
clined downwards. 

James Haynes, sen. examined, — I live in St. James's- bar I on. 
and am a combmaker; went to Queen -square on 3istOct,for 
the purpose of joining the couBlables ; we cleared the avenue, 
and returned satisfied ; 1 saw Capt. Lewis al^er this happened t 
heard the report of a pistol within the Square, but not in the 
avenue i 1 continued with the parly, and heard a boy cry who 



Capl. Lewis r 



, * shol 
I among the constables 



lie Mid he had been insullcil, and had done it in his own defence) 
1 saw 'iO or 3U cunstables ; [ saw no rlut or disturbance in that 

filace ; 1 saw Capt. Lenis go away from the parly and begin to 
oad again; 1 can't .say who was with the boj. 
Cro.<s-eia mined. — 1 saw only one pistol, and bad not a per- 
fect view of that ; I saw him put a ram-rod in the pistol. 

Re-examined.— I saw him ram it down as 1 suppose; I did 
see the pistol laken, but persona interposed to stop the 



reloading 

Thomas Harril examined. — T was in Queen-square soon after 
7 o'clocit on Monday morning, the 31st Oct, ; saw Capt. Lewis 
there ; the constables drove a man towards the Grove ; Captain 
Lewis had some words with the man, and ordered him off; the 
man said he should not go ; Capt. Lewis turned from the man. 
And the man followed him i the Captaiu pushed him, and 
insisted upon his going up the Grove ; the man wished to know 
Lewis's authority, upon which the Captain drew a pistol from 
bis side and fired it off; there were very few people in the 
avenue at this time; the boy was within a few yards of Capt. L. 

Henry Haynes examined. — 1 am son of Mr. J. Haynes who 
basbeen examined : I went to Queen-square on the 31st Oct. as 
one of the constables ; I was in the Square when the pistol was 
fired) we directly ran down to the atenue leading from the 
Square to the Grove i the whole parly, 30 or 40, went ; saw 
Capt. Lewis rising ; he had heen knocked down; they asked 
vhathe had shot the boy for; he said he had been insulted and 
done it in bis own defence ; I did not see the least riot or dis- 
turbance in the avenue ; I saw the pistol afterwards ; Mr. Lewis 
was preparing to re-load it ; he had just half cocked it ; one of 
them said " he is going to load it again ;" I don't think they 
took it from him ; the boy was S'ttin^ ilown at the bottom of 
the avenue I when I heard the pistol there was not the least 
rioting in the Square or Prince's-slreet ; several houses were 



bur 
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Robert Withers examined. — I an 
Merchant-street; went into the Si|l .... 
10 minutes before? < found about 30 or 40 constables there, and 
8 or 6 horse soldiers ; I acted as a constable, and bad piece of 
a mop-stick ; 1 do not know Capt. Lewis t I heard a pistol fired, 
and ran to the avenue ; saw a boy, nith blood running through 
his waistcoat ; he was standing, and another lad was holding 
bim up ; did not see a pistol ; heard a gentleman say he did it 
in his own defence i 1 saw the gentleman, with his face all over 
blood, leave the crowd and go awaj ; I left the place and 

John Angle exanined. — T am a butcher ; was in the i 
between B and 9 in the morning; saw a man there they 
Capt. Lewis ; there were 8 or 10 people there i saw him pu.sh a 
■naowith his left-hand, and say if he did not go along he would 
make him. I then saw him draw a brass pistol with his right 
hand rather sideways ; saw him fire i he did not take much of 
an •imi saw a boy drop, who was 10 or 1! yards from hi 
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the botlom uf the avenue ; saw no blows struck ; I could not 
help seeine if any had been struck \ 1 had a full view of the man; 
he had a drab coat ; saw no blood or dirt un his face ; he walk- 
away as fast as he could after he had fired i the boy laj on the 
left band side and Capt. L, went on the right hand ; I and my 
little boy went home as fast as we could. 

Cross-examined. — I saw some blood on Capt. Lewis's face 
after the job was over } I did not see any one else come up 
when Capt. Lewis was pushing the man; did not hear a man say. 
" Do not thee move for hini;" 1 saw only the man who was 
pushed i did not see any other handy ; did not hear a man say. 
"I be d — d if I go for thee;" Capt. Lewis could easily have shot 
the man near him ; it did not appear to be aimrd at the man t 
it Beemed to be aimed at somebody, because it killed him. 

, Ke-csamined.— I was about seven or eight yards from Capt. 

I Lewis when he fired. 

Edward Eaton called hj the prosecutor's Counsel and ex- 
imincd by Mr. Campbell. —When the pistol went off I was 

I behind the hoy that was shot; before the pistol was fired there 

I Iras a dispute between a m&n in a drab great coat (Capt. Lewis) 

\ and another man ; I did not hear what it was. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Ball. — 1 heard Capt. Lewis say be 

I htA fired in his own defence. 

mes Symonds examined. — I am a confectioner. No. 4, 

j Avon street. Great Gardens ; was in the Square on the Monday i 
I went to look atthe ruins, and passed round the footpath in 
the Square I heard the report of a piiitol ; went down the 
avenue i saw Capt. Lewis near the avenue ; saw persons about 

I him ; some constables came afterwards ; I saw some one endea- 
vouring to take the pistol from him, hitting at him; he threw 
him on the ground ; 1 saw no rioting in the Square or in 
Prioce's-street. 

Wm. Francis Morgan examined. — I am hou^e apothecary at 
the Bristol Infirmary ; a boy called Thomaii Morris was brought 
to the house at half-past eight ou the morning of the 31st Oct.; 
he died on Tuesday ; a pistol ball had pa<ised nearly through 
the body, and lodged near the skin of the hack ; saw the buy's 
&ther-ia-law, WatU, there. 

Cross-examined. — The ball must have taken a direction up- 
wards, either from rebounding on the ground or from the 
obstruction of a hone in the body ; I think the former mode the 
most probable, that the ball struck the ground and rebounded t 
the boy said he thought it was accidental ; he was then aware 
of his danger. 

Re-examined. — The wound was circular; 1 extracted the 
hall ; I do not know where it is ; it was an ordinary pistol ball ; 
I did not observe any indentation in the ball. 

Wm. Watis (the boy's father-in-law^ recalled. — 1 saw (be boy 
that day in the Infirmary; the hoy died on the Tuesday i be 
was sensible of his danger to the last minute; he was toM ho 
was like to die; on his death-bed he said, "it was all very quiet 
when I went down, and a man pulled out a pistol |!!^^)el~' " 
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Mr. MurgAD rc-cnlled. — I had a conversation with the boy 
about two nuurs before his death, and he said he had been shot 
bj a constable -, Ihat it was not inlendcd for him, but for a mail 
who escaped it. 

(This was the case for the prosecution.) 

Captain Lewis then proceeded to read the following Defence, 
which he did with much firmness geDerallir, though at those 

CrtioDs of it which adverted to the services he bad rendered 
Gounlrj, the serious nature of the charge against him, and 
his regret for the accident which deprived a feUovr creature of 
life, big voice occaaionall; faltered. 
'■ May it please your Lordship, 

" Gentlemen of the Jury. — Having lately, in common with 
yoa my fellon-citiEens, endcavoureiT tu contribute to the pre- 
servation of the public peace, 1 stand before you, charged nith 
acrime, which would expose ray person to transportation, my 
property to forfeiture, and my character to ignominy. 1 appear 
at this bar, accused of Manslaughter, for having, upon the 
requisition of the Magistracy, and from my own sense of dut^, 
exerted myself, at the risk, of my life, to repress outrages in 
this city, so dreadful that no description could equal the recol- 
lection of them which muil ever remain in jour minds. Gen- 
^tieinen, it isby your verdict of g-iuVI^ or iia( g-uiV y, that it will 
lie established, whether, when a Judge coming to administer 
hiBtice by authority and in the name of the Sovereign, bad been 
Insulted upon his tribunal, and forced to fly from the city for 
bis life I when all the gaols had been set on fire and the pri- 
soners discharged by an infuriated mob; whan the palace of 
the Bishop had been sacked and a great part of it demolished ; 
when the house of your Chief Magistrate, the Custom-house, 
the Excise-office, and a considerable portion of the fairest 
quarter of Tour city had been laid in ashes; when the perpe- 
trators of these enormities were ttill unsubdued and threatened 
to continue their devastation ; — an individual, belonging to hq 
> party, having no motive but the discharge of his dutv, might 
Lnot act in the defence of the laws as a good and loyal subject, 
I without being liable to be for ever banifhed from his country— 
I :to be reduced from a state of affluence to beggary — and tohavl 
• luting stain cast upon a reputation which he will venture to 
my, has to thii hour remained unaultied. 

" But, Gentlemen, 1 shall appeal enlgXo yourca/rn and delibe- 
t rate jad^enii and ask your verdict of acquittal, enls. upon 
I your bemg satisfied that I in no degree transgressed the law— 



n Ktholl}/ i 



locent of the i 



my charge. 



Sive you a narrative of the circumstances which have plac 
think undeservedly) in this painful situation. 
[ " Gentlemen, 1 am a native of this city, and I early entered 
I the army in the service of my country ; I originally served in 
_ I afterwards in the rifle battalion of the 60tb regt, 
I fool. On the return of that corps from North America, I was 
I appointed to niy present regiment. I went out with it to the 
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East Indies, and served with it at each of the three Presidencie.^ 
but in conBCqiience of the iniurj m; health sustained whilst 
performing the duties of fart aajutani at a station in the Upper 
Provincca, I was obliged to retura to Europe. On the recovery 
of my health 1 nas again engaged in active service, and I utti- 
matelj joined the arrav in the Netherlands under the command 
of Lord Ljnedocb. At his express desire I nas placed in the 
quartermaslet-general's department on the staff. On Sir Her- 
bert Taylor joining the army and taking the command of a 
brigade, I was appointed b j him his brigade major — contiDuing 
so, under Col. Browne and Sir Colin Halkctt, till the arm; 
finally got possession of Antwerp. I was present, and acted in 
that capacity, at the two affairs at Mersem, — at the bombard- 
ment of Antwerp, and the subsequent unfortunate attack on 
Bergen-o]i-zoom. Were this the proper occasion, Gentlemen, 
I could produce testimonials not only from the General Officers 
I have named, but from others also, high in command, which 
would shew in a manner very flattering to me, their opinion of 
my character and conduct. 

" Upon the return of peace, I sought the quiet of domestic 
life, and settled as a private individual in my native city, but 
Still remaining on the half pay of my regiment. For fifteen 
jears I have been a resident amongst you, and ^ou can judge 
whether 1 have obtained, and merit, the eood will of mt 

[Capt. Lewis here narrated the circumstance of the enrol- 
ment of special constables, and his being appointed a leader of 
SO oFthis constabulary force in Dec. 1BS0, with the understand- 
ing that their liability under the oath then administered did not 
cease with that occasion.] 

" I was abroad (continued Capt. L.) during the last autumn 
with my family In Devonshire. I returned to Bristol on the 
day preceding the Saturday on which SirCbas.Wetherell made 
bis public entry into this city, in consequence of having been 
summoned to serve on the Grand Jury. 

Captain I,, proceeded to relate what passed under his own 
notice,— the firing of the 1 4th in College-green, on the Sunday 
morning,— and went on to say. that he did not go to the Cathe- 
dral as he had intended, and as was his custom, but to the Com- 
mercial Rooms, ■' where, (he says,] I perceived a paper affixed 
to the bar, requesting the citizens to meet the Magistrates at the 
Council-bouse without Isss oftime, to assist them in suppressing 
the riotous conduct of the mob, and restore the peace of the 
city. 1 considered it my duty as an individual, residing and 
possessing property in it ; — as a constable, sworn to maintain 
' the peace ; — as an officer in the King's service, and as a loyal 
I subject, to render all the tkssistance 1 could ; and I accordingly 
repaired to the Council -ho use. I met at the outer door other 
well-disposed citizens attending for the same purpose as myself. 
The Council-house was shut ; we were directed to the Guildhall, 
and walked down (here together. On entering the passage, we 
met about SG ur 30 gentleniea, headed by Mr. Alderman € 
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iilhpnse, comine nut. He addressed i 
poiDg dowD to lie Bijuare, lo endcavo 
laduce the raob lo disperse, and begged n 
bad no staves. 

I Tell into the rear of the party, and a 



e, sajing thej itere 
r, by perauatian, to 
; to join them ; they 

impanied them to the 



.__ party. a 

Square j ob our arrival there, I for the first time saw the devas- 
IstioDs of the preceding night; a party of the 3rd dragoon 

inarda were paradirg up and down one of the avenues iinme- 
iately frouting the Mansion-house, and occasioaally keeping 
the people from encroaching on tfae vacant spot; the latter 
were apparently keptio check, and except now and then anoov- 
Ing the soldiers, nho rode after them and drove them down the 
■Mreel, nothing very serious occurred ; but all attempts to pre- 
'VBil upon them to disperse and retire to their houses, nere uie- 
«•>. This continued some time. The city constables appeared 
BD have been completely overpowered, and after remaining there 
|i]l about half-past two o'clock in tbe aftcrnooa, I went home. 
About half-past three I was informed that the City Bridewell 
#83 in flames i I went out to ascertain the fact, and found it 
■to be 10. I then (ig-fli'n repaired lo the Commercial-rooms i 
"portly after, Mr. Alderman George, accompanied by Mr. L. O. 
Bigg, the Solicitor, came iu, and must earnestly entreated us 
to collect a force together, and endeavour to get the riot under. 
The Alderman stated that the inhabitants must act witb vigour 
•-that theMagistrates, without THBin co-operation, were power- 
less, and had not the means of quelling the riot, which was every 
moment assuming a more alarm inga|)pearauce — that the Bride- 
Well was already in flames — the Gaol threatened — the greater 
Crt of the military withdrawn, and that in all probability, 
fore morning, unless the most prompt and vigorous measures 
Were taken, the city would be in ashes. I believe 1 addressed 
% few words to Mr. Alderman George, on the impossibility ot 
'tfie special constables, at that advanced period of the riot, 

Ilutting it down, unaided by the military, but I immediately 
eft the room, and proceeded towards the Gaol, which the rioters 
Were about to break open. On going down Clare-street, on the 
'iright hand side, I overtook a party of about twenty or thirty 

Entlemen, with Mr. Alderman A. Hilhouse, and, I believe, 
r. Savage, at their head, proceeding thither. I joined them. 
We found the Gaol completely surrounded liy the mob, and, 
An endeavouring to get near the eu trance- gate, several of us 
were knocked down and very seriously injured. IVe had no atavei. 
b> short, the mob had every thing their own way. The special 
.^konstahles, nithout staves, were powerless, and 1 was glad to 
Jpet from amongst them, but did not effect it till the Governor's 
iVousc was in flames, and they had got complete possession of 
;|he Gaol, t then returned home, as the party I had joined 
'Jrere dispersed, and our assistance, for want of the co-operation 
of the militarv, wasqujte useless. 

' I had notbccninmy househalfan hour when a report reached 

that the Gloucester County prison was in flames, and the 

.nub were on their way to the Cathedral. 1 again determined 

«n rendering what aid I could, and instantly went to the Bishop's 
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Palace. I found that the mob bad plundered it, and having 
set it on fire, were attempting to break into the Cathedral, bj 
the door under the Cloisters, near the Chapter- ho use. By the 
exertions Df a small party, whom I Joined, tlie; were repulsed, 
and the fire apparently extinguished. The alarm was thea 
given, that the mob were breaking into the houses in Queen- 
square, and firing them. Part of the rioters went away for a 
snort time, and then returned and succeeded in again setting 
fire to the Palace. I did not leave it till I saw the smoke issuing 
from the roof, and all hope of being of further service was gone. 

■■ I then went to the Square, where the mob were numerous, 
and carrying all before Ihem. The Mansion-house and the 
several adjoining houses nerc in flames, and riot and plunder 
were uncontrolled. I staid and rendered vrhat assistance 1 could, 
liut in endeavouring to pr-event some ruffians from entering the 
Cnslom-house, 1 was knocked down and trampled upon, and 
so much injured that 1 was ultimately obliged to return home, 
which 1 did, I think, about two o'clock in the morning, I had 
continued to exert myself as long as my strength lasted. During 
the whole of these proceedings f had no constable's staff, stick, 
or weapon of any kind. As I before observed, no slaves were 
aver given to the constables of the parish where I reside, and 1 
Vnew not, iu such a state of confusion, where to procure one. 

" On reaching my own house, being quite exhausted, after a 
^ort time 1 went up to my bed-room and laid down in my 
clothes. I got up at daylight, and was told that the Magistrates 
Lad called out the Posse Comitatus. A few minutes afterwards 
one of the city ofGccrs came to the door, and delivered a message 
from the Magistrates, earnestly requesting that 1 would repair 
to the Guildhall, where the citizens were assembling, and join 
them in taking measures for restoring the peace of the city. 
From the experience 1 bud during the night, in the different 
attempts made to disperse and subdue the rioters, I was fully 
persuaded of the necessity of having with me the means of 
protecting myself, and that it was dangerous to face such an 
infuriated, drunken, and lawless mob, unarmed. 1 therefore 
determined on taking mj pistols with me, and I accordingly 

S laced them in the inside bosom pocket of my upper coat. 1 
id this, not with a view of using them offensively, but merely 
SS a means of self-defence. 

[Captain Lewis then noticed the particulars of an interview 
which he had at the Guildhall with Mr. Alderman G. Hilhouse, 
«fwhom he inquired whether he was authorised to carry fire- 
Krras i Mr. Alderman Hil house replied, if resisted in executing 
your duty, defend yourselves in the best way you can, with 
arms or any thing else you may have about you. The Posse 
Comitatos is called out, and the Magistrates are taking the 
inost decided steps to quell the disturbances, and I call on jou 
and all other respectable inhabitants of the city to assist them. 
He again repeated, " defend yourselves in the most effective 
way you can — the gentlemen are avsemhiing in the Lower Col- 
legC'green, and for God's sake go and j oiu them." On leaving 
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the Council-house with Mr, DowDitian, who was armed, Ihcy 
prorecded to Lower GoUege-gveen, and thence to Queen-square, 
the devastated conditioa of which Capt. L. next described] 

"I sawaparty of constables (continued Capt. L.jtrjing to turn 
a party of men out of the Square; the men refused, or Eesitated 
to go, and the constables were drivinf; them with their staves. 
1 assisted, quietly, having no siaff. We got them out of the 
Square, about half-way down the avenue, when one of them, 
who had shown the raost reluctance lo go, lingered behind ; I 
spoke to him, and said he had better go quietly away ; that he 
could have uo business there, and that I was sure, from bis ap- 
pearance, he had not been in bed during the night ; that it was 
quite time for hira to go home. He replied, " Nor have you 
been In bed either, that 1 know d — d well i why don't you go 
home yourself?" During this parley he retreated slowly to Ine 
left corner of the avenue, followed by me. At the corner, two 
men came forward and joined hiin ; one of them said, " he was 
B d — d fool if he went any further." I then discovered that 
there was a great many others round the comer and on the 
Quay, endeavouring to conceal themselves. On beingjolned 
bj tbeotber two, and after the above remark, the man demanded 
who I was? and advanced against me. I told him 1 was a 
special constable, and desired him to keep off. On my raising 
my arm to keep him from closing on me, he instantly collared 
me, and at the same moment I received a severe blow on the 
temple from one of his companions. I felt that my life was in 
dftDger. I drew one of my pistols from my bosom and presented 
Fit in self defence to the man who held me by the collar. I 
■Repeated that " 1 was a. special constable," which he had ap- 
t^eared to doubt. He swore 1 was no constable, and I immedi- 
Eitely received a most severe blow, just above the elbow, on the 
K^ferm with which 1 held the pistol presented at him, which 
■ knocked it down in quite a different direction from that in 
E'V'bich 1 stood, and it instantly went off in my hands. I declare, 
|*i never in lenf ion flff^, or consciously, drew Ihe trigger — the dis- 
occasioned by the blow. 1 immediately 
d saw him sitting about 15 or 16 
the ground, lo rav right. He ei- 
I was greatly shocked, and in moving 
t( few steps towards him, was surrounded and beat to the ground. 
1 was rescued by the body of constables. To some enquiry, I 
iWcollect saying, " 1 was a special constable, and had done it in 
•elf defence." I retired a few paces — some one called mo by 
-lame, and desired me to unload my second pistol, for they said 
'I had another. 1 attempted to do it, but from the blows about 
Uy head, as well as that on my arm, I felt so faint and sick, I 
ms unable to get out the ramrod, to draw the charge, I there- 
Yore gave up the pistol to some gentlemen near me, who asked 
for it. When I said, at the lime I was rescued, and picked up 
iip by the constables, " that 1 did it in self-defence," I meant, I 
drew my pistol in self defence, not of course that 1 shot the 
iBnoceot BuSerer, whom I had not seen till the misadveature 



Lvfcarge of the pistol w 

ird the cry of a hoy, e 



THE BRISTOL RIOTS. 






had happened. I was then advised to make the best of mj M 
home, which 1 did, haviug begged the loaa of a hat from the 
person iu whose house I took refuge. 

■> Mach aa I lament this most unfortunate occurrence, I shall 
ever console myself with the reflection that at the time I was 
acting in aid of the law, and not in oppusitiuu to it, and was in 
the execution of what I considered a bounden dutj. 

" 1 declare to jou, on the honour ofa soldier and a gentleman, 
that I never drew raj pistol till I felt that mj life w" '- ^-- 
and I ask you.eenllemen, were mj apprehensions u 
when 1 was in the grasp of one of the rioters who was si: 
by others, and there was no one at hund to assist me 1 
scious is the ruffian by whom I was assaulted of the crimes be 
bad committed and contemplated, that he has not dared to 
appear in that box as a witness against me, knowing that if he 
did he would soon he pla.ced at the bar where 1 untortiinatel} 
1 Stand. Instead of having acted with precipitation or jiassion, 
'I think, gentlemen, 1 may take credit for having displayed 
some forbearance and niuderation. 1 might easily have 
shot the man who collared me. He was in close contact with 
nie, 1 could not have missed him t but I hoped that the threat 
I held out, and the menacing attitude I assumed, might have 
been sufhcient for my proLection. In the scuffle my pistol went 
off. 1 feel an anguish tba.t 1 cannot describe, that an innocent 
boy, never seen by me, was the victim. But however deeply 
you and I must deplore that event, the (juestion is — am I guiliy 
J of a crime? Geutleraen, I had no criminal intention, and 1 
can neither accuse myself «f intemperance or incautlon. 

" 1 am wholly ignorant of the subtleties of the law. My lUe 
has been passed in other puisuits. 1 will not therefore attempt 
to touch upon the distinctions between manslaughter and mis- 
adventure, audjustifiable homicide. These I must teaveto the 
learned and enlightened Judge who presides here; but I have 
ever understood that British justice resembles that brightest 
.'attribute of Heaven, which looks, not to the mere unconscious 
act, but to the principle from which the act proceeds, and the 
iuteution of the agent ; and, gentlemen, I can declare with tbe 
same solemnity, as ifl were instantly to appear iu the immediate 
presence of tbe Searcher of all hearts, that I was actuated only 
by a sincere and anxious desire to perform my duty ; and that 
ifl were again to go through the same scenes, I know not how 
:ould differently conduct myself, with a view to gain the good 
inion of others, and the approbation of my own conscience. 
" I am extremely reluctant to cast reflections on others, but 
I cannot refrain from remarking, that the prosecutor id this 
case is not the mother of the deceased boy, nor connected with 
his family ; nor can I understand how his interference can arise 
from a pure desire for the due administration of justice. What 
could be his motive for preferring to the Grand Jury under this 
Commission an Indictment against me for Murder, when it 
never could have entered into the mind of any reasonable man, 
that 1 was guilty of that offence f The Grand Jury returned 
that bill of indictment, not found as to the whole, although 
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they mi|^ht have neealived it, as to murder, and found it a true 
bill as to ManslaugBter, i I tliey had thought the evidence suffi- 
ci«Dt to put me upon mj trial, even tur the latter charge. 
The prosecutor, nevertheless, preferred to them another indict- 
mcDt against me for Maitslatighler. The Grand Jury, having 
listened to all the evidence that could be advanced against me 
on the prosecution, and without even hearing iny defence, re- 
turned that indictment not a true bill, thereby a second time 
recording their deliberate judgment of my entire innocence. 
Thus may 1 say that 1 have been twice tried and acquitted by 
twenty-three of my fellow citizens. 

"Gentlemen, my fate is now in jonr hands. Your verdict of 
guilty might deprive me of country, of fortune, of fair fame. 
But with tlie greatest respect for your discernment and impar- 
tiality,! anticipate at your hands an honourable acquittal, which 
ifill restore me to my afflicted family, and to that creditable 
station in society which 1 have hitherto enjoyed, and which it 
has ever been my earnest endeavour through life to deserve." 



Mr. Alderman George examined. — I went to the Commercial- 
rooms on the Sunday to get the attendance of the gentlemeu t 
uee times on Saturday evening ; there 
those three days. 

Mr. Alderman George Hilhouse.— Was at the Guildhall, 
Monday the 31st Octobei ; saw Capl. Lewis there very early in 
the moruing; ; there were several gentlemen with him, who 
stated they were special constables, and enquired how they were 
toacti I gave directions to arm themselves in the best way they 
could, ano to use their bestjudgment to disperse the mob. 

Mr. Alderman A. Hilhouse.— I was in Queen-square early on 
Monday morning, and the riots were still going on i there was 
rioting in Prince's-slreel at 8 o'clock ? I went there with ano- 
ther Magistrate, and nc could not reach the Square by the 
direct road on account of the rioting ; went along the Quay 
and Prince's-strcet by the middle avenue in the Squarej there 
were two houses on the left side of the Square not on fire, and 
the firemen wanted to pre>erve them, but the mob would not 
let them; I applied to Col. Brereton, who sent four dragoons 
to clear the entrance to let the firemen in i engines were in 
Prince's-strect ; I left Queen-square rather before S o'clock, 
and there were still detached parties of rioters in the Square i 
I had called on all persons in the King's name to come and 
assist on the Sunday -, ! told them to come with any arms they 
could get; from the state of the Square when I left, a con- 
stable by himself would have been a marked man ifhe exerted 
himself. 

John IrfeHarwood examined. — 1 have charge of the Seaman's 
Floating Chapel, kept nearly opposite the Grove; on the 
morning of 3lst October, 1 attempted to go into the square 
between 8 and 9 ; went to the corner of the Grove-aveuue, and 
observed a man behaving in a very riotous manner i he used 
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very sTiUSiVe language ; be said if they v 



e bI] of his n 



oaths and gestures; observed a tall gcntlemaQ 'walkinc a man 
out of the avenue ; it was Capt. Lewis ; the man said he was 
doing DO barn) ; the gentleman said, jou will do no harm by 

foing ; bj that time the; had arrived at the corner, "where the 
rat man stood; the first man then took hold of the man whom 
Capt. Lewis was putliug out, and said he should not be put 
out ; the first man then canie in contact with Capt. Lewis, and 
the; were all three together ; the first tnaa caught hold of Capt, 
Lewis with both hands; Capt. Lewis had him either by the 
collar or bis left hand against his breast to keep him off; 1 lost 
Bight of the second man ; I saw Capt. Lewis take the pistol 
from his bosom, and il went off suddenly, before he could ex- 
tend his arm ; no aim had been taken ; the going off of the 
was accidental ; the man threatened to force his way ; he 
i&id to the second man "you shall not go out — you shall re- 
turn," and they endeavoured to force their way by Capt. Lewis 
into the Square; I saw a constable at the corner of the avenue 
nearest the Grove, and he was the only other constable then in 
sight; there were suspicious-looking persons lurking about ; 6 
or 7 individuals were near the Grove. 

Cross-examined. — I saw the first man run after Capt. Lewis, 
kfler he had fired, and strike him in the neck. 

Jane Morgan examined. — I am the wife of Thomas Morgan, 
a master mason in this city ; on Monday morning 31st Oct 1 
vent to see whether any mischief had been doue to the Ducks, 
vbere ray husband had a contract ; I went to the Grove avenue i 
I looked up the avenue, aad saw several persons, some inside 
the Square, and some in the avenue; 1 observed a man in a 
drab coat endeavouring to make another man leave the square i 
the desperate looking man was endeavouring to push the re- 
spectable looking man, and they continued to push each other. 
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before the pistol went off; there 
tne avenue, and a woman; I am sure Ibej 
oters from their appearance ; 1 heard one 
look what they are doing to that man— if 
go with me I will go and settle that 
ig that man ;" this was before the firing of 



, cabinet maker and upholsterer, examined. — 
' Was on the Grove on the morning of 31st Oct., opposite the 
I south avenue ; saw Capt. Lewis making great exertions to clear 
I the avenue ; one individual appeared very obstinate and deter- 
mined not to go away ; Mr. Lewis repeatedly remonstrated with 
bim, saying " you must and shall go away, I am a constable, 
ifUid I insist upon your going." 

Henry Downman examined. — On Monday, 31st Oct. 1 acted 
with the special constables ; was at the Council-house early in 
tlie morning to assist the Magistrates; Capt. Lewis was there 
before me : 1 had a brace of loaded pistols in my pockets, and 



a walking-stick gun loadeil ; I applied to the Magistrates on 
Sunday, and thi-y said it was the duty of gentlcinca to nrm 
themselves ia the best way Ihey could : I accumpanied Cupt. L. 
to Hie ruins of the Bishop's palace, where we understood the 
Magistrates were ; 1 accompanied Capt. L. to see if his horses 
were safe, and thence to Quceo-square ; it was disturbed la the 
eitreine ; met a Dumber of persons dragging furniture uf everjr 
description : there were an immense' nuinher of persons of the 
lowest description in the Square ; they appeared to be riotersj 
I heard no firing; if there had hecn, from the cracking of limber 
in the burning nonsea I could not have heard it i the houses on 
two sides was on fire, and we eutered the l^quare betiwen two 
burning houses -, Capt. Lewis remained nith rae till within two 
minutes of the accident ; 1 heard the pistol go off; I ran lo the 
^0t immediately, and continued there until Capt. Lewis went 
away :he certainty did not attempt tore-load the pistol ; on the 
contrary, he attempted to unload a pistol, and tried to screw 
Up the shot with the ramrod- 
John Taylor examined. — I acted as a special constable in 
Queen-square, on 31st October, and helped to disperse the 
mob to the Back ( there was a considerable mob there ; a pistol 
was fired from the mob, about 8 o'clock: it was iired eiti 
at the constables or the dragoon s. 

James Onion. — I was in tbe S<[uare from about 4 to 9 in 1 
morning of 31st Oct.: it was dangerous for a constable to tie 
alone at that time g parties of rioters continued in the Square 
till I left. 

Valentine Hellicar. — I am a merchant; I occupied a house 
in Queen-square; it was not burnt; I was in the square on 
Monday morning till 7 or 8 ; wa.s present when the 14th charged 
in Queen-square about 10 o'clack; the Square was in a state 
of riot) about 1000 or 1500 persons were scattered about in 
the Square in detached parlies, as Ibey had been all the morning. 
W. H. Land.— 1 am a ship broker ; on the morning of 31st 
October was a special constahl e i ) was in Mr. Lewis's party 
trying to disperse the rioters ; he left the party a short time ; 
while he was separated I heard the report of a pistol ; I was in 
the Square near the avenue ; I went to the avenue directly ; 
saw a crowd of persons, and Capt. Lewis on the ground, sur- 
rounded by ten or twenty men ;contiDUcd in sight of him till be 
wentaway home 1 1 did not see liim attempt to reload his pistol. 
Richard Lowe, surgeon, examined. — OnWednesdav evening 
(N'oT.S,) I was called to attend Capt. Lewis; he had received 
a severe contusion on the left temple, involving the eye ; and I 
found the mark of a severe blow on the right arm, obliquely 
above the elbow. 

Cross-examined. — The blow on Ihe arm might have been by 
any thin^ which would contuse ; the contusion extended three 
or four inches. 

Mr.CiHrBBi.L.thcn called the followingwitnesses to character: 

Arthur Palmer. Esq. solicitor, examined. — Had been inli- 

amtely acquainted with Capt. Lewis from his youth, except 

when engaged in foreign service ; -has been particularly ac- , 
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quainteii wIUi liim for the liisl 15 years i " I," (said the wlhiwi) 
" pride mjBplf on his acqiia'tntaiice ; he is a man of taonoDr and 
inte^ity, & inrspableof doing an acl of inhumanity or malice' 

Richard Humphrey, Esq. examined. — I was surgeon to tbe 
regiment in which Capt. Lewis served ; I have known him !i 
yearn ; as an officer and a gentleman he was respected hj tbe 
regiment, andnascunsidercdbyhis troop asa very Dumane nun. 

Dr. Griffith esarained. — I am a physician ; have known Ca|it. 
Lewis 15 or SO years ; I consider him a nan of strict honour 
and integrity — of humane and charitable disposition ; tbis is the 
character 1 have always heard of him. 

Rev.Thos. Griffiths examined.— I have known Capt. Lewi) 
19 or 13 years, during which he has had the very best character 
for peaceable demeanour. 

George Kiddle, Esq. examined. — 1 am retired from bnsineci 
I have known him from childhood ; as good a man as can bei 
he is charitable and humane. 

William Bushell, Esq. examined, — I have known him man] 
years intimately ; no cbaracter could be better ; I have alwii}i 
been proud of his acquaintance. 

Wm. Wright, Esq. examined. — I am a wine merchant t hin 
known him nine or ten years; I should say he was a generoui, 
openhearted, hind man. 

R. L.Fcarsall, Esq. barrister, examined.— 1 have resided in 
this neighbourhood a great many years ; have been acqnatnted 
with Capt. Lewis ever since Iwasaboy land since Ihavesrown 
up, I have had the honour and benefit of his friendship ; ne has 
always bad the character of a perfectly kind, opcnbearted, and 
humane man. 

After reciting the various provisions of the Acts bearing on 
the case, and stating the leading facts of the evidence, the 
Learned Judge ieft it to the Jury to say, whether in their 
opinion Captain Lewis had been guilly of culpable neeii^enec 
in the employment of fire arms, which would make tEe denlb 
of the boy, or any other person, either bj| accident or other- 
wiae, an illegal act, or whether under the circumstances he wa; 
justified in their use. The Learned Judge said he would, if ttii; 
Jury wished il, read through the whole of the evidence. 

The Jury said it was not nece«sarj ; they had paid the greatest 
attention to the evidence, and had come to their decision.— 
Thej then returned a verdict of Not Guitty. A strong demon- 
stration of applause was. made in the Court, which could not be 
immediately checked by the officers. Capt. Lewis retired from 
the bar, amidst the warmest congratulations of his friends. 

The Learned Judge said (hat he felt happT in stating that 
Captain Lewis was discharged without the slightest imputation 
upon him, but that on the contrary he appeared to have done 
his duty in a manner which reflected great credit upon him. 

The business of the Special Commission -was bronght 
to a close on Saturday, 14th January, liaTiBg octx^sA i 
twelve days. 




EXECUTION OF FOUR OF THE RIOTERS. 

On Friday, the 3?th January, Davis. Clarke, Gregory, and 
Kajes, suffered the extreme penalty of the law, at the usual 
place of exeCDtioD, over the Gaol entrance. Vines's senteucc 
was commuted to perpetual banishment. 

Christopher Davis vas a man of superior station in society 
to the other |irisoners, possessing au independcuce, it is said, of 
^300. a-year : therefore his eucouragcmcnt to the mob by his 
gesticulations and violent harangues, was highly dangerous and 
inflammatory. lie has accustomed himself for years past to use 
the same kind of language whenever occasion presented for a 
display of his political leaning, which unfortunately too often 
occurred, and as it seems was diligently sought after, uhtil at 
length it brought him to an ignominious death. After the 
accession of Earl Grey's Ministry to power, and the introduc- 
tiou of the Reform Bill, his partv violence evidently increased, 
and he lost no opportunity to decry the Bishops, the Estab- 
lished religion of the country, the Anti -Re formers, and in fact 
every individual or establishment which he conceived to stand 
in the way of a sweeping change in the public aETairs of this 
kingdom. His participation in the riotous proceedings was 
confined to exciting language and gestures, at various scenes of 
ontrage ; but it is evident that though he abstained from actual 
personal assistance in the demolition of building and property, 
aiB conduct was equally criminal with that of tlie more active. 

Wm. Clarke resided at Bcdminster, and worked as a sawyer. 
It did not appear that he had any share in the riotous proceed- 
ings on theSaturdaythut having joined the mob on the Sunday, 
' B took a promiuenl part in toe destruction of the Gaol anil 

" '■ ■■ ■ ^ .- 1 he exultineW ( , _ 

n the destruction of 



Bridewell, the keys of which he exultingly displayed ti 
progress, particularly when returning from the dcsti 
Lawford's Gate prison, in which also he was actively engaged. 



In varions parts of the city, this man, who was very athletic ii 
his person, led on the rioters, armed with an iron bar, and using 
language of the roost violent kind. 

Thomas Gregory (a labourer) was proved to have aided in 
burning and dcilroyine the house of Mr. Strong, in Queen- 
square, and of having been most active and daring in other 
scenes of devastation. 



and assisting 

in Queen-squ 

On the day of the execution, the city was well protected by 
the military and civil power, and no disposition to outrage wai 
manifested in any quarter. 
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COURT-MARTIAL 
ON LIEUTENANT-COLONEL BRERETON 

AT THE merchants'- HALL. 



First Day. — Monday, Januarij Qih, 1832. 

At Eleven o'clock, the Members of tLe Court took 
their places in the following order: — 

Head if the Table: 
The Pheudent — Lieutenaat- General Sir Hembi Fine, 
Right ftond sidt of the Table. 

1. Alajor-Geaeral Lard Bunnn^Ra 
%. MBJor-GeDerol Sir John Rosa. 
S. CoXaaai Lvoon, Sd life guutda, 

4. CoIdhoI Ddffy, Unattached. 

5. Cotooel Arnold. 

6. IJsat.-CalaDel Keyt, 84th foot. 

7. Lt.-Col.Cl>ATl EBTON,'tlhdr.S"«r' 



Lefl hand tide ef the Tabtt. 

. Mnjor-Genaral II-Elliok. 
;. Mnjor-General Sir CiiAS. BancE. 
I. Cdloael WAnBUDTON, atb foot. 
■- Col, LiuBERT, grenaiiier guards, 
I. ColoBel Fqrbter, artillery. 
i. Lieut.-Col. UnEV, ad drag, guardil 
7. LieuL-Col. Clius*, 5lh ditto. 

Colonel Brereton being in attendance, the Kind's 
Warrant for holding the Conrt-Martial was read uy 
Captain Thompson, 81st regiment, the Acting Deputy 
Judge Advocate. The Prisoner's Pi-ofesaional Advisors- 
were, Mr. Hurle, Barrister, and Mr. T. M. Evans, 
Solicitor. 

The list of Officers composing the Court was next 
read to the prisoner, who niude no objection to them. 
The President and the other Members of the Court were 
then sworn. 

Sir H. Fane, the President, addressed the Officers 
composing the Court, entreating them to discard from 
their minds any prejudicial feeling towards the prisoner 
Tfhich they might have entertained. 

The several charges were read bv the Deputy Judge 
Advocate; to the whole of which Lieul.-Col. Brereton 
pleaded Not Guilty. 

The Deputy Judge Advocate then read the list of 
evidence for the prosecution, and a letter from Colonel 
Brereton, containing his list of witnesses. 
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CHARGES AOAINST THE PRISONER. 

I. For tbttt lie, Licul.-Col. Brcreton, having on aoth Oct. 

1831, and on the two following days, the command of the 

troops in the cily of Bristol, with directions (duly authorised) 

, to be ID communication with the Magistrates of the cit;;', ana 

nrraogc with them fur the disposal of the said troops in the 

< event of the services of the troops being required; and great 

L disturbance and riot prevailing in the said citj on the said 89th 

\ of Oct. by reason whereof the said troops were, in the aftemooa 

of that day, called out by the Magistrates of the city, and the 

riot act having been repeatedly read, the said Lieut.-Colonel 

iras several times, during the evening, directed b^ the said 

I Magistrates to use force for the dispersion of the rioters, and 

the restoration or roaintenance of the public peace j nevertheless 

lie, the said Lieut. -Col. Brerctoa. did not act with any vigour 

or eft'ecl in execution of such directions of the said Magistrates, 

but for the most part declined or neglected to comply with the 

same, anil conducted himself in a feeble aud temporizing 

manner, calculated only to encourage the rioters in thew 

violent proceedings, 

8. For that on Sunday, 901h Oct., when the Magistrate* for 
Bristol had required the attendance of troops in Queeo-square, 
to save the Mansion-house, which was violently attacked by a 
lar^c body of rioters, and when, in consequence of such roqui' 
Sitioo, one troop of the 3rd dragoon guards, and one troop of 
the 14th li^ht dragoons, 'were, some time in the forenoon of 
the day, assembled in Queen-square under the personal com- 
mand of bim, Lieut. -Cul. Brercton, he, the said Lieut.-Col,, 
sbortly afterwards directed the said troop of the l4th lizht 
dragoons to withdraw to their quarters at Fisher's stabfe*, 
Kdjoiniog to Coliege-greeo, in the said city, on the plea that 
their presence only exasperated the populace, by which pr(»- 
ceeding the said Lieut.- Colonel improperly weakened the force 
assembled asaforesaid iu Queen-square i and for that afterwards, 
about noon of the same day, the said Lieut.-Colonel ordered 
the whole of the squadron of the 14th light dragoons, then 

JUBclered in the said city, includiug the troop so withdrawn 
roni Queen-square as aforesaid, to move from Bristol to 
Kejnsham, a distance of about £ve miles, coutrary to the 
declared wishes and opinions of the said M^istrates, and in 
Tiolation of the duty wherewith he was intrusted, of guardioz 
the peace of the city: the said city being then in so disturbed 
and riotous a slate that tba whole of the troops ought to have 
beeu stationed where their services might have been made 
available at the shortest notice. 

3. For that he, Lieut.-Col. Brereton, stated to the said 
Magistrates, or some of them, as a reason for moving the said 
■quadrou as aforesaid from Bristol to Ke^Dsham, on the 
nid Sunday, that Ibe men aud horses of the said squadron were 
inso jaded and exhausted a stato that they were equal to little 
or no exertion (or words to that cfrccl), whereas both the said 




APPKNDJX. 379 

men and hurses were at thu lime of Ibcit ccuiovnl as aJorcsaid 
in «a elEcienl staU', mi fil fur ajij dut; tbatmigbt be required 
af thcDi. 

4. For Ibat be, Lieut.-Col, Brcreton, in the afternoon of the 
aaid Suudiiy, repeatedly refused, in. poaitive terms, to comply 
vilh the directions and eulrcaties of the said Magistrates, 
requiring him to recall the said sq uadroii from Keyusbam, and 
to employ the Iroops under his command to check tbe tumult 



city. V 

„,eralof .__, >. „_ ^ 

attacked and brokea into by the rioters, nilb cvcrv prospect 
of a still further exteusioD of outra.gc, audof a widedestriicLiou 

the afternoon of the said 
Sunday, when the rioters, after baying broken into tbe bride- 
well of the s^d city, aud released (he prisoners tbercin, and set 
tbe bridewell on lire, wore proceeding, as it appeared, to the 
city gaol, to attack and break into- tbe saniei aud when the said 
Magistrates peremptorily required him, Lieut.-Col. BreretoD, 
ta euplov the force under his command in protecting the said 
S»ol, and putting down the rioters (or to that ellect), he, the 
said Lieut.-Colonel, refused or declined complying with such 
■equisilioDS ; and the said Lieut. -Colonel, althoiigh be after- 
wards sent a detachmcDt of the 3d dragoon guards to the said 
B^ol, did, however, give positive orders to Cornet Eelsou, 
coromaudiug the same, on no account whatever to use force; 
and that he was only to go to the gaol, and come back (or 
words to that e&eut). In conformity with which orders tbe 
said detachment proceeded to tlie front of the said gaol, and 
returned therefrom immediately, without having otherwise 
iatcrrupted or interfered with the rioters, and this notwilb- 
sUadlug that, when the said detachment arrived at the said 
gaol, tbe rioters had broken into the same, and bad released, 
and were releasing, tbe prisoners; and were also preparinff to 
set fire to tbe governor's house ivithin tbe said gaol, which 
^use wa£ iu fact fired and destroyed by the rioters, shortly 
ftCler tbe departure of the said detachment from the front of 
Um said gaol. 

()■ For that, about seven or eight o'clock in the evening of 
tbe said Sunday, when the Bishop's palace iu Bristol had been 
attacked by the rioters, and tbe Magistrates had thereupon 
tMuired the attendance of the troops to save tbe said palace ; 
aoa tbat when, after the said rioters had broken in the gates 
of tbe palace-court, and had also forced the main door of the 
palace itself, be, Lieut.-Colonel Urercton, with a detachment 
vf the 3d dragoons guards, under his immediate and personal 
command, entered the said palace-court, and formed such detach- 
meal within the same ; nevertheless he, tbe said Lieut.-Culonel, 
reraaioed in the said palace-court nbolly inactive, with the said 
dalachment, during the commission of various acts of outrage 
by the rioters, under bis own eyes, be, tbe said Lieut.-Colonel. 
roTuMDg or omitting to comply wiUi Ibe application of c«rtai- 
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of the Bishop's servants, hs well as uf certain cuiislables and 

Other pcriioiisthere present, to afford them assistance, in order 

to check the outrages uf the rioters, and to save the said 

I palace, and the property therein contained ; and on the con- 

Irarj thereof, he, the said Licut.-Colunel, gave most peremp- 

I tori orders to the said detachment not to use any violence to 

rioters, or to that effect, and passively permitted certain of 

I ttie rioters returning out of the said palace, laden nilb plunder, 

io escape, and at the same time released, or caused to be 

I released, certain of the said rioters who had been apprehended 

f in or ahout the said palace, in the act of committing outrages, 

I or carrying ofi* pluDder, and whom the persons apprehending 

them had consigned or offered tu consign to the custody of the 

[' >aid detachment. 

I 7. For that he, Li cut.- Col on el Brereton, about the hour of 

[ «ight or nine o'clock on the said Sunday evening, at a lime 

;n the Mansion-house of the cily was iu flames, and when 

the said Lieut-- Colonel, was in the immediate and personal 

[ command of a detachment of the 9d dragoon guards formed in 

Queen-square, in which square the Mansion-house then stood, 

did, nevertheless, make no attempt whatever to arrest the pro- 

I ^ress of such fire, nor did he give any order or make any 

provision with Ihe said detachment of dragoon guards to prevent 

the committing of further uutrages, or the firing of otberbouses 

[ and buildings by the riotersi bul, on the contrary thereof, 

\ after remaining near the laid Mansion-honse about ten minutes, 

he, the said Lieut.-Col. marched offwilb the said detachment. 

or with the greater part thereof, which he ordered to return to 

its quarters, thereby leaving, throughout the whole evening 

and night, Queen-square aforesaid, and its inhabilanls, unpro- 

I tected and entirely under the dominion of the rioters; in 

consequence whereof the houses and buildings composing two 

I entire sides of the said square, including the Mansion-faouse. 

I the Custom-house, and the Excise-office, in the course of tbe 

[ laid night were set on Cre by the rioters, and reduced to ashes. 

I 6. For that he, Lieiit.-Colonel Brereton, on tbe arrival in 

I Bristol of the Dodington troop of Yeomanry Cavalry, under 

I the command of Cap t. Codrington, about eleven o'clock on the 

I- iaid Sunday evening, which arrival was reported to the said 

I I.ieut. -Colonel by the said Captain in person, neglected or 

I bmilted to avail himself (as in his capacity of commanding 

I officer of the troops iu Bristol it was his duty to do) of the 

I 'Services of the said troop of Yeomaury Cavalry, or even to give 

L iiny distinct or sufficient orders for retaining the same iu the 

[ ilty. although numerous houses and buildings in different parts 

I of the city were then on fire, and although further conflagrations 

I 'Vere threatened and expected. 

I . 9. For that he, Lieut. •Col. Brereton, having received from 
r Hie Mayor of Bristol a certain letter, dated twelve o'clock, 
[ finndaj' night, Oct. 30. to the following effect, that he, the 
I uid Lieut.-Colonel, was ti* consider himself fully authoitzed 
to take whatever steps and to give whatever orders he, a " " 
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^■jMilitarji cominauder of the troops in tbe said citf , might think 

^^St to restore and preserve as far as possible the pubQc peace, 

^^Pid nevertheless, for the space of iitarjj four hours after he had 

^Btaeived the said letter, nhich was sodd after the date thereof, 

B^iieglect to take any steps, or to give aay orders to, ur make any 

tUempt whatever, with the troops under his command, for the 

purposes in the said letter mentioned; but, on the contrary 

thereof, he, the said Lieut. ■Colonel, retired to his bed, and 

remained there for several hours together during the night of 

the said Sunda;, the 30th, or moruing of Monday, the 31st 

OcL at a time when the rioters, without check or controul, 

were committing acts of gross outrage, tumult, and dcstructiun, 

in various parts of the said city. 

10. For that be, Lieut.-Coi, Brereton, when he was after- 
Hardf, about four o'clock in theiuorning of Monday, 31st Oct. 
called out of bed by a Magistrate of the said city, and desired 
by him to march troops iustaiill} to Queen-square, which was 
in danger of being entirely destroyed by lire, mauifcsted great 
relactancG to comply with such desire, he, the said Lieut.- 
Culonel, stating that the troops would be of no use, for that the 
horses would not stand such a fire, or other words to tliatetFect. 

11. Forthathe, Lieut.-Col. Brereton, at various times, and 
•B various occasions during the said SSth, 30th, and SIst Oct. 
wheD it was his duty to resist and put down the rioters, weakly 
fielded to or temporized with them, frequently shaking hands 
with them, addressing them familiarly, and even using tu them 
Uoguage which reflected on tho conduct of a portion of the 
troops under his command, and which was calculated to add 
to the irritation of tho rioters, and at the same time to augment 
IheLr conSdence in Iheir own strength and power. 

Such conduct as aforesaid, on the part of the said Licut.-Col. 
Brereton, evincing great want of the vigour and decision 
reqaisite for the duties in which be was engaged, being bighl; 
Alaeraceful to his character as an officer, and prejudicial Lu good 
araer and military discipline, and tcndiug to destroy the con- 
Sdence of the troops in their officers, and to reSect dishonour on 
hii Majesty's service. 

Mtyor-General Sir Charles Dalbiac, the Prose- 

ttor, then read the following; 
ADDRESS TO TUE COURT. 
^' Mr. Presideut, and the Members of this Honorable 
Court, — I appear before you, at the suit of the liing', 
as the Proseeutor of Lieulenant-Colonel Brtrelou, tlie 
prisoner at your bar. 

" It is unnecessary that I should occupy the time of the 
Court in expatiating on the nature of the charges hurc 

C against Lieut. -Col. Brereton. I shall therc- 
!nt myself for the present by observing, that 
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amongst those vhar^es thei'e ore soiue which ceh 
the face of them a character of culpabili^ such as X do 
Terily believe to be altogether nuprecedented and un- 
heard of iu the case of a British Officer. Neither is it 
aecessary that I should detaui the Court at stay length 
by obserratious as to tbe great objects or the vast im- 

Sortance of thia trial. The Bristol Riots, with their 
isgraceful consequences, have formed a ihemefor dis- 
cusaiou iu every public print, and in every private 
society throughout the kingdom. The subject Las been 
canvassed by all ranks and by all parties ; sonne ascribing 
the consequences to one cause, some to another. There 
are tliose who would affix the greater blame to the civil 
authorities; there are those who insist that blame attaches 
delusively to the niDitary. On one point alone ail are 
agi'eed, namely, that in some quarter or other culpability 
is unquestionable. These conftictiitg opinions, as to 
the due apportionment of blame, combined with the vast 
impoFtaiice of Uie subject, as generally considered, have 
powerfully fixed the attention of the public, no less than 
of the army, on the proceedings of the Court here as- 
Bcmbled. The intensity of interest excited, with respect 
to this trial, is such as has rarely been equalled in mat- 
ters submitted to the cognizance and the decision of a 
inilitai'jtril>unal^ and this interest has been greatly kept 
alive by another remarkable circumstance. Never, I 
believe, was there a case of which the leading facts and 
circumstances (I spealt as connected with the military,} 
were, after a considerable lapse of time, less perfecdy 
known, or less distinctly understood ; and yet never, 
most certainly, was there a case in wliich the public had 
a more just demand for the fullest and most authentic 
information. 

" 1 would further illustrate the importance of this trial 
by observing, that it must inevitably bring before the 
Court a variety of matter which incidentally involves 
Bome questions of deep and rital importance: I mean 

Sueations as to a due aiid salutary co-operation between 
le civil and the military powers of these Idugdouis, 
^on all occasions of pubUc outrage and disturbance 
which may be sulhciently serions to require the assist- 
ance of the military arm. Questions of this natace 
cannot fail perpetually to present themselves l 
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Court during tiic details nhich Uiis trial must dieclose ; 
aad ((uestions more truly momeulous cannot easily be 
intogiued. Tiicy relate most intimately to the moral 
and profeesional duties of a soldier. They affect the 
personal safety of the Bubject, and the security of all 
proper^, publle and private. They touch in short, more 
or less closely, upon almost every interest that is dear 
to au enlightened and a civilii^ed community. Nor can 
the consideration of such questions, so tar as the same 
may be connected with the case of the prisoner, and to 
an extent compatible with the lunctions of a niilitaiy 
tribunal, be deemed by this Court to be matter of light 
impoitance. 

" Up to the present moment, it may be said that the 
Bristol Riots, as influenced by the operations of his 
M^jesty'8 troops, have been left without public investi- 
gatioo. The conduct pursued on that disastrous occa- 
sion by the Officer who has now to answer before yoit 
has indeed been submitted to a preliminary Enquiry, 
before a Court of which I had the honour to be Presi- 
dent. The functions of such a Court, however, in cases 
like that of the prisoner, bear a close resemblance to a 
Grand Jury; — ila proceedings are private; the object 
of it being solely to ascertain whether there exist fair and 
sufficient grounds for exposing the party under impu- 
tation to the disgrace and anxiety of a public trial. 

" It is proper I should apprize the Court that the 
Ijlal about to commence will impose upon Uiera no 
ordinary weight of labour and anxiety. The evidence 
to be produced will unavoidaLly be considerable ; more 
EC, however, by the number ofrntnesses to be examined, 
than by the body of tlieir evidence ; and no eftbrts of 
mine shall be spared to lighten aud simphfy the task, 
by reducing that evidence into a form as concise as may 
be con&isteut with a perspicuous exhibition of the merits 
of the case. 

•' It ia further needful for me to remind the Court, 
that a large portion of the testimony to be produced will 
relate to facts aud circumstances which occurred dming 
three days and t^vo nights of extreme aud almost inces- 
sant disorder and alarm. Occasional discrepanoiea in 
that testimony, as for as relates to questions oi time, and 
certain other subordinate matters, must consequenUy be 
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expected. I anticipate no difficulty, howcTer, in r 
ciling these variations as to every essential point. Nor 
do 1 entertain the faintest apprehension that the general 
tenor of the evidence upon any one of the charges can 
be at all invalidated by siich slight and comparatively 
unimportant disagreements. 

" It would be mgljy presumptuous in me to impress 
Dpon such a Court aa this that their clear and simple 
line of duty is to pronounce their judgment solely upon 
the evidence which shall be produced. Duly however 
to estimate the bearings of that evidence upon the 
weighty chaises preferred against the prisoner, and 
patiendy to arrive at just conclusions, through a long 
course of investigation, often of a character extremely 
delicate, will be found by the Court to form a task uu- 
nsually arduous. Ajid if this should be felt by the 
Court collectively, composed, aa I observe it to be 
throughout, of Officers distinguished by their rank, and 
of acknowledged judgment ana experience in the service, 
how must it be felt bythe individual who has to sustain 
the painful duty of conducting the prosecution ? Most 
ardently indeed could I have desired that this office 
might have fallen upon strength more duly proportioned 
to its weif^ht and difficulty. So very unconscious do I 
feel of the powers which are demanded for the adet^uate 
discharge of so heavy a responsibility, that I have at 
times considered whether his Majesty's service might not 
have been benefitted had I solicited an exemption firom 
the burden : fiom such solicitation, however, I have been 
withheld, l)y the principle which has miiformly prompted 
me through a long professional life ; and that jirinciple 
is, never to shrink from any duty which the King may 
graciously think proper to impose upon me, but to 
devote to the execution of it the best of my humble 
abilities. I am deeply sensible, however, that upon this 
occasion my deficiencies may partially defeat the ends of 
justice — that through want of skill I may possibly fail 
to press home upon the prisoner the full force of the 
evidence produced against him ; and thus in elfect may 
relieve him of a portion of the culpability which attaches 
to the misconduct imputed to him; and if this should be 
80, I have only to heg that the failure may be ascribed 
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X of powers ill tlie proseciitoi 
to any thing rather than a want of zeal for the ser 
of his Majesty, or for the honour of the British Hrmy. 
Such indulgence I confidently expect from this Court, 
and still more confidently from the wonted clemency of 
oar most gracious M onarcli. 

" There is one circumstance in the present case from 
which my mind has derived almost unspeakable relief — 
a circumstance which rarely befnlls the prosecutor in a 
trial by General Court Martial :— it is, that I enter this 
Court without the slightest tinge of personal- prejudice 
or of pEuliality towards the prisoner at your bar. The 
taak imposed upon me of conducting the prosecution in 
tiiis trial has entirely resulted from my having been the 
President of the Court of Enquiry which assembled 
Trithin this Hall on the 17lh of November last. To me 
liieut. -Colonel Brereton was unknown previous to that 
occasion ; and from the moment when I was honoured 
\rith the commands of General liord Hill, to sit as Pre- 
rident of that Court, I scrupulously withdrew my atten- 
tion from every recital of circumstances connected with 
tiie Bristol Riots which tended to reflect on Lieiit.-Col. 
Brereton, whetlier such recital were to be derived from 
private conversation or from the pubhc prints. My 
impressions and conclusions respecting his conduct have 
been drawn exclusively from (he evidence produced 
before that Court of En([iiiry ; to the whole of which 
evidence Lieut.-Col. Brereton, and his friend, Miyor 
EUard, were admitted ; and it is no light satisfaction to 
reflect, that the prisoner has had the benefit of being in 
possession of the substance and the nature of that 
evidence, from the time that the Court of Enquiry closed 
its proceedings, upto the period of assembly of this more 
ificmortant Tribunal. 

" I feel assured, moreover, that Lieut.-Col. Brereton 
and Major Ellard will do me the justice to remember, 
that in the examination, by the Court of Enquiry, of 
some of the early and most important witnesses (I mean 
the leading members of the Municipal Authorities of 
this city,) I took all the pains, consistent with my situa- 
tion, to ascertain whether Lieut.-Colonel Brereton had 
received all the assistance, and support, and co-operation, 
from the Civil Authorities, which, under the emergencies 
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that presented themaelveB during llie Riots in this m^^ 
he, as the Coramanding Officer of his Majeaty'w troo]»s, 
had so great a right to expect. 

" Haviuff premised thus much, I shall now proceed 
with a bilef outline of the events which took place dming 
the Bristol Riots on the 29th, 30tb, and 81st October, 
to far as those events were in any wise influenced by the 
disposition or the operations of his Majesty's troops, 
under the command of Lieut.-Col. Brereton ; this oat- 
line is snl>mitted with a view to connect, for the infor- 
mation of the Court, the general chain of circumstances, 
to which the several charges preferred against Lieut.- 
Col, Brereton have reference. It has been drawn with 
a scrupulous assidnity for the preservation of truth, from 
the most unprejudiced and impartial view of the testi- 
mony produced before the late Court of Enquiry, and 
»y chief care lias been to introduce no statement or 
expression reflecting upon the conduct of laeut.-Col. 
Brereton, that I do not feci prepared to substantiate by 
the most full and satisfactory evidence. 

" The Session for the Gkol Delivery of the city of 
Bristol had been fixed for the 29th October, and the 
Municipal Anthoritiea, being apprehensive that dis- 
turbances might arise upon that occasion, had caused a 
solicitation to be addressed to the Secretary of State, 
for a military force to be sent to Bristol in aid of the 
«ivil power, for the preservation of the public peace. 
Accoiviingly one troop of the 3rd dragoon guards, and 
two troops of the 14tli light dragoons, were placed at 
the disposal of the Civil Authorities ; and these troopg 
havin" arrived within the city at an early hour on the 
ft9th Oct. had quarters assigned to them about five 
O'clock, p.m. at two extensive livery stables, — one called 
the Horse Bazaar, kept by Mr. Leigh — the other called 
the Horse Repository, kept by Mr. Fisher. These 
Kvery stables are contiguous to each other, in the im- 
mediate vicinity and on the north side of CoDeffc-grceti : 
on the opposite side of the Green is the Office of the 
Recruiting District, where was fixed the alarm-post, 
and the back of which office looks npon the court of 
the Bishop's Palace : at the north-east angle of the 
Green is Unity-street, in which street, at No. 2, 
residence of the District Adjutant) Lient.-Col. Brai 
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took op Ms qnartera during the 29tli, 30th, and 31st of 
October. I haTC been paiticiiiar as to these localities, 
because I deem it essenlJal for the Court to understand 
that the quarters of Lient.-Col. Brereton and the Dis- 
trict Office, where was fixed the alarm-post, and the 
stations of the troops, were within easy distance of each 
other. To describe these localities with still greater 
relative precision, it may he said thftt the three pointa 
stand as a triauffle, each point about 200 yards apart. 

** The Recorder made his entry into Bristol in the 
forenoon of 29th October. A considerable concourse 
of people assembled for the occasion ; — tumult soon 
commenced, and continued to increase through the day. 
Towards five or six o'clock in the evening, the Mansion- 
honse was fjirionsly attacked hy the mob, and the 
CiTil Authorities therein assembl ed, being very seriously 
threatened, it became necessary to call ont the mihtary, 
and to read the Riot Act. The troops formed quickly 
v^on the alarm post ; and here I hug to draw the par- 
ticular attention of the Court to the circumstance that 
the troop of the 3d dragoon guards and the troop of the 
I4fli light dragoons, which first andved on the alarm- 

{;oBt, were severally ordered by Lieut.-Col. Brereton to 
oad ; the troops loaded accordingly, and thus received 
an impression, that if required to act, fire-anna were of 
eonrae to be employed. 

" Lieut.-Col. Brereton, with the troops, soon arrived 
in front of the Mansion-house in Queen-aqnare ; he was 
then informed by Uie Civil Authorities of the violent 
proceedings of the mob. He there -witnessed the effects 
of those proceedings upon the Mansion-house ; he was 
told that the proclamation prescribed by the Riot Act 
had been made; he was directed by the Civil AuthoritieB 
(9 dear the streets and to disperse the mob. Instead 
of carrying these directions into prompt and effectual 
execution, as became his duty to do, LJeut.-Colonel 
Brereton ordered the troops to " ride through" and to 
" walk away" the rioters. The 14th light dragoons for 
a time had not even their swords drawn. The conduct 
of the rioters became more and more audacious and 
turbulent. Brickbats, stones, and other missiles con- 
tinued to he levelled at the troops, the constables, and 
I (he Mansion-house; three of the 14th light dragoons. 
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fliid two or three constables, were carried into \ ^ 

I jianaion-houac, more or less severely wounded. One 

I troop of the 14th light dragoons (the other troops 

I having retired to refresh and feed) hail been ordered 

I to "charge;" this was about eleven at nigbt^ and 

the troop of the 14lh then di"ew swords for the first 

time, but the order to repel by force was given by 

I Jjj cut. -Colonel Brereton in terms too equivocal to be 

clearly understood, or to be strictly adhered to ; the 

, order was " to use the flat of the swords as much as 

possible, and not to proceed to extremities till absolutely 

< necessary ;" and even this qualified order to repel by 

force was shortly rescinded; and subsequently, when 

thattroop received considerable annoyance from mmibexs 

I of the rioters, who had taken refuge in barges, and ia 

I places under cover, where the troop could not reach 

mem, or make any return but by means of fire-arms, to 

[ Iheir incessant pellings, Lieut.-Col. Brereton gave the 

most peremptory order to the troop not to fire. Between 

eleven and twelve o'clock (on the same night, Saturday,) 

Captain Gage's troop of the 14th dragoons, which had 

previously retired to feed, returned to Quecn-stjuare, and 

was shortly after dispatched to Corn-street, with orders 

to disperse a mob which had commenced a furious attack 

I Upon the Council-bouse. Capt. Gage, being upon' that 

I occasion left to his own discretion, obeyed the order 

I which he had received, as became an officer in his Ma- 

[ jesty's service. The rioters were.promptly and effectually 

I dispersed ; and the Council-house, a noble structure in 

[ the very heart of the city, was thus preaervedjfrom 

[ Aestniction. This circumstance forms, in my humble 

I judgment, a most important feature in the Bristol riots. 

I Xhe rioters, foiled in their attempts on the Coondl- 

[ house, resolved to wreak their revenge upon the soldiers 

[ who had despoiled them of their prey ; they accordingly 

I |«tired uito the narrow passages and alleys, whence they 

I Itept up a constant shower of stones and pieces of cut 

I iron, and other missiles, upon the troop, as it contiuu'ed 

I to discharge its duty by patroling up and down the 

L' streets, for the maintenance of the public peace. From 

I out of one of these alleys in Wine-street, whence the 

I tflragoons had been exposed to very great annoyance, ^, 

I person was seen to issue as the troop was about to ji 
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ti second time, when having advanced nearly up to, and 
'laving commenced lo throw stones and other missiles 
before, at the persons marching in front of the troop, 

^iome of which missiles struck the shutters on theoppo- 
gite Bide of the street, a dragoon fired at the man, and 
brought him to the ground ; which had the efFect of 
clearing everj- passage and alley in Wine-street. This 
circumstance has been laid hold of as the sole cause of 
the exasperation of the rioters against the 14th dra- 
goons ; but the real truth is, the exasperation of the 
rioters against that corps, originated in the circumstance 
of their having been disturbed bj the 14th dragoons in 
their attack upon the Council-house ; indeed there can- 
not exist a doubt, but that for the timely interposition 
of Capt. Gage's troop, the work of pillage and of incen- 
ffiftrism would have commenced with that building. 
For what other possible purpose but pillage and demo- 
fition could an attack have been directed at that period 
against the Council -house, when {as is well known,) 
the cause of the excitement, on the part of the rioters, 
lay in a different quarter of the city, and when the 
objects of their irritation were all assembled within the 
Mansion-house i In the course of that night (Saturday] 
and the day following, Lieut. -Col. Brereton, whilst in 
the personal command and in the presence of the troops 
(of the troop of the 3rd dragoon guards in particular) 
was repeatedly observed to mix himself with the mob, 
to shake hands with the rioters, to enter into other 
familiarities with them, and to admit famiharities on 
dieir part towards himself : he was moreover heard to 
address the rioters, both with respect to his own mea- 
Bnres and sentiments, as well as to the conduct of the 
14th dragoons, in language which no circumstaDces, in 
which an officer commanding hi» Majesty's troops may 
be placed, can ever justily towards a lawless and tu- 
multuous assembly. 

•* Thus was pursued a temporising system on the part 
of Lieut. -Colonel Brereton towards the Bristol rioters, 

> (rhich forms the serious subject of the eleventh charge j 
ihe sure results of which system were but too fatally 
leveloped in the course of the following day and night, 
n the uncontrolled and outrageous excesses of the 
m>ters, and by the disgraceful destruction of public and 
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of priTate property, whilst the effortB of his Majesty's 
troops were paralysed by a most ruinous and distorted 
principle of coumiaud. Towards two o'clock on Sun- 
day morning, 30th Oct,, a considerable portion of the 
mob had moved off", and there being every appearance 
of tranquillity, the troops retired to their quarters, with 
the exception of a picquet of the 3rd dragoon guards 
left at the Mansion-house, and a picquet of the litJi 
dragoons left at the Council-house ; which picquets were 
relieved at due intervals, till between 7 or 8 o'clock in 
the morning (Sunday,) when Lieut .-Colonel Brereton 
ordered both picqnets to return to their quarters, 

" Queen-square being then left entirely without mili- 
tary protection, and nearly the whole of tlie constables 
having disappeared, the mob commenced a furious 
attack upon the Mausiou-house ; and the Mayor and 
other persons who were tlien within it, found it expcdieet 
to m^e their escape by the roof and over the roois of 
other houses. The Riot Act was again read, the troops 
were again called into Queen-square, and Lient.-Col. 
Brereton was peremptorily ordered by one of the Civil 
Authorities to disperse the mob, which order he, IneuL- 
Col, Brereton, peremptorily resisted. The troop ofthe 
3rd dragoon guards which had arrived first, was received 
by the mob with cheers ; one troop ofthe 14th dragoons 
which followed, having formed alongside the 3rd dra> 
doon guards, was received by the mob with hisses and 
execrations, and every opprobrious epithet, accompanied 
with threats of the most diabolical character. To these 
indignities was the troop of the 14th dragoons exposed 
for some some time in the immediate presence of Lieot.- 
Col. Brereton, whilst certain of the mob advanced up 
to, and entered into familiarities with the Lieut. -Colonel. 
The conduct of the mob towards the 14tb dragoons 
became however so outrageous, that Lieut.-C'ol. Brere- 
ton went up to Capt. Gage, who commanded the troop, 
and addressed him to tlie following eflcet:— "It ap- 
" pears that the whole of the disturbance at this period 
" is caused by the presence ofthe I4th dragoons — ^you 
" will be pleased, Sir, to take your troop home ag^ 
" immediately." 

" No sooner was the troop put in march (in column of 
three,) than it was followed by the mob, hissing, abusing 
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and peltiug tlie troop with brick-bats, stones, and other 
missiles. lu Prince's -street the troop was compelled to 
put " threes about" and drise back the mob — but when 
the troop again retired, the mob faced about, and fol- 
lowed as before ; and on arriving near College-green, 
the troop was so severely pelted, that Capt. Gage, who, 
with iufinite judgment and propriety, marched in the 
fear, found it absolutely necessary to order "rear threes 
■ — ^present pistols !" The mob recoiled, and some of 
the inhabitants being then on their way to cbureh, Capt. 
Gage ordered "recoTCr arras !" This forbearance on 
tiie part of the troops only served to make the mob more 
<laring and outrageous than before ; and renewing their 
^attacks with redoubled fury, up to the very heels of the 

Rorses, Capt. Gage ordered " rear threes ! — -present ! — 
re !" The rear threes, having given their fire, passed 
'flvartly to the front, and the next " rear threes" received 
like manner " present — fire." 

" Six, perhaps seven shots, were fired on this occasion 
i — and it is believed, that one man was killed and two 
'or three wounded. The troop reached its quarters 
iritbout much further molestation. 

" Soon after this, Lieut.-Col, Brereton being on hia 
way from Queen-square towards College -green, en- 
' countered the mob which bad pursued the troop of the 
14tli dragoons to its quarters. The rioters told tbeir 
t tale, and preferred their grievance to Lieut.-Col. Brere- 
ton, vowing at the same time the most brutal vengeance 
against the lith dragoons, and threatening to destroy 
tbewbole city unless the squadron of that regiment was 
■marched out of Bristol. It was with this body of 
lioters and their confederates that Lieut.-Col. Brereton 
thought fit to enter into terms, which compromised the 
■ bouour of his Majesty's troops, the safety of the city of 
Bristol, and his own character as an officer. 

"It was tosratify, or to conciliate this mob, to assuage 
tbeir thirst for the blood of the 14th dragoons, Ibqt 
Lieut.-Colonel Brereton formed the fatal determination, 
and gave the fatal promise to remove the squadron of 
that regiment out of the city ; he receiving llie slender 
return of tows and protestations from a set of licentious 
miscreants, that all outrage and violence should teimi- 
nate with the departure oir the 14th dragoons. Ijeut.- 
V a 
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Colonel Brereton most faithfully fulfilled Jiis part . . 
contract jtheCourt will shortly learn how the moh per- 
formed their part. Liect-Col. Brereton proceeded from 
tlie mob, by the way of the Mansion-house, to the Guild- 
hall, accompanied by Captain Warrington, of the 3rd 
dragoon guards, to announce to the Ciril Authorities 
his determination to move the squadron of the 14tli 
dragoons from the city, and to endeavour to obtain their 
sanction to the measure. I shall leave to the evidence 
which will be produced before the Coiut in support of 
the second charge, to detail the discussion which took 
place between the Civil Authorities and Lieut.-Colonel 
Brereton ; merely observing in this place, that the alter- 
nate threats and promises of a licentious mob prevailed 
over the demands and entreaties of the Municipal 
Authorities. 

" The discussion at the Guildhall ended, Lient.-Col, 
Brereton proceeded direct to the quai-ters of the 14th 
dragoons, in order to carry his determination into effect. 
This was about noon on Sunday, the 30th Oct. The 
evidence to be produced in support of that part of the 
second charge will detail the orders which were given 
on this occasion for the march of the squadron of the 
14th dragoons to Keynsham, as well as the indecent and 
disgraceful manner in which that squadron was hurried 
from its quarters by Lieut. -Col. Brereton. The same 
evidence will speak as to the state aud condition and 
efficacy of the men and Iiorses of the Ilth dragoons, 
when they marched out of Bristol. 

" The squadron was pursued from its quarters V 
portion of the rioters, hissing and abusing, and peltii 
the troops as before ; and it was to this circnmstaiu 
that gave rise to the report, (which the Court may ; 
member to have observed in some of the public print 
" that the 14lh dragoons had been driven out of ) 
city of Bristol by the mob." This foul and atrocioui 
libel answered however all the purposes of the moment. 
It was the signal for the commencement of the work of 
demolition ! Some time after the squadron of the 14th 
dragoons had left the city, or towards two o'clock, 
Lieut. -Colonel Brereton was again in attendanee at the 
Guildhall, where several of the citizens had assembled 
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(at the requisition of the Mayor,) to consider of the best^H 
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e the public peace, and prevent the fur- 
ther destruction of properly. Some of the citizens 
present in the Guildhall expressed their williD^ness to 
act, but declined risking their lives unless supported by 
the military; and they impatiently demanded of the 
Town Clerk why the 14th dragoons had beeu marched 
away, and the city left defenceless on this occasion. 
Mr.SergeantLudlow, the Town-Clerk, addressed Lieut- 
Col. Brereton, on the part and in the presence of the 
CiTii Authorities, demanding of Lieut. -Col, Brereton, 
^ ia their name, and in the most imperative terms, that 

B squadron of the 14th dragoons shoidd be recalled, 
Ud the troops be immediately employed for the restora- 
Eon of the public peace, and to preserve the city from 
^strnction. The evidence to be produced in support 
S the fourth cliarge will prove to the Court, tliat every 

mand on the part of the Civil Authorities, for the 

sail of the 14lh dragoons, and for the employment of 
fee troops, was pertinaciously and most peremptorily 
' Bsisted Dy Lieut. -Col. Brereton. 
^. " From this period, until live o'clock on the foUowiug 
morning (Monday, the Slst October,) the city of Bristol 
was left to the nnconlrolled dominion and fiiry of the 
rioters. The house of correction was the first oDJect of 
attack. The rioters carried it by force, and liberated 
the prisoners, and by two o'clock, p.m. it was in flames, 
no effort whatever having beeu made to prevent or to 
check this daring outrage. 

" Towards three o'clock, p. M. a very considerable 
mob proceeded to attack the new gaol, and on this 
occasion, a detachment of the 3rd dragoon guards was 
ordered out, under Comet Kelson, but before this de- 
tachment marched from the alarm post in College-green, 
it received the most peremptory orders from Lieutenant- 
Colonel Brereton, as alleged in the fifth charge, that in 
any attempt to defend the gaol, the Dragoons were to 
use no violence whatever against the rioters. In obe- 
dience to these orders from Lieut, -Col. Brereton, the 
detachment of the 3rd Dragoon Guards proceeded to 
the gaol. It there halted in front of the building. His 
Mfyesty's Dragoons — I speak it with shame — 5iia Ma- 
jesty's Dragoons looked patiently on, whilst the rioters 
were busily and deeply engaged in their work of demo- 
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lition, the gaol gates having been already forced, 
detachment remained for a Diinute or two in &oittof tiie 
gaol, and then turned back to Queen-square. The 
rioters liberated the pnsoners from the gaol, to the 
number, I believe, of 130 or more, and then set fire to 
the governor's house. Such were the reeulta of tie 
orders given by Lieut.-Col. Brereton to Cornet Kelson, 
of the 3rd Dragoon Guards, who commanded that de- 
tachment. The toll-houses followed the New Oaol. 
They were set on fire about five o'clock. Next came 
the Bridewell at Lawford's Gate, which was fired at 
about half-past six, and soon after seven the flames 
began to ascend from the Mansion-house ; to none of 
which firings was the slightest interruption attempted. 
" Between seven and eight o'cloek p. M. on the same 
evening (the 30th) a mob was reported to be advancing 
towards the Bishop's palace. At that period, the Mayor 
and two or three other of the Civil Authorities were 
*ith Lieut.-Col. Brereton in the oifice of the recmiting 
district, in College-green, the back of wliich office (as 
before stated) looks upon the coiu-t of the Bishop's 
Palace. 

" Lieut.-Col. Brereton proceeded into the said coort 
with a detachment of the 3rd Dragoon Guards. The 
evidence to be produced in support of the Gth char^ 
will detail to the Court the imheard of manner in which 
the Dragoons, then under the personal command of 
Lieut.-Col. Brereton, were restricted from affording the 
slightest assistance to the constables and others to re- 
press the outrages of the rioters at that most critic^ 
period, or to secure the prisoners which had been takeK 
in the very act of plunder, or of outrage, within th* 
Palace. After remaining for some time in the court 
of the Bishop's Palace, Lieut.-Col. Brereton marched 

J off with the detachment of the 3rd Dragoon Gnards ia 
Queeu-square, leaving the Palace to the protection of 
the constables. The mob returned with an accession of 
numbers, the constables fled, and in less than half an 
hour the Bishop's Palace was in flames. By the time 
Lieut.-Col. Brereton arrived with tlie detachment of the 

, Srd Dragoon Guards in Queen-square, the Mansion- 
house had been burning for more than an hour. 

" The evidence to be produced in support of the 7th 



diarge will provu that Lieut. -Colouel Brereton, after 
remaiiiitig tea miuutes or a quarter of au hour in the 
Square, marched away with the whole of the detachment 
of the 3rd dragoon guards, from which time, then about 
lialf-past uine at night, until five the foUowing morning, 
not a soldier was ordered to the Square, or the slightest 
effort made on the part of his M^esty'e troops to check 
tlie disg;raceful destruction of property which followed 
tke firing of the Mansion-house. Between t«n and 
dsvea o'eioek, p.m. Capt. Codrijigton, conunanding the 
Dodington troop of Yeomanry Cavalry, reported in 
person to Lieut.-Col. Brereton the arrival of his troop 
in Bristol. The evidence to be produced in support of 
the eighth charge will prove that Lieut, -Col. Brereton 
neglected to give any distinct or positive orders to detain 
C^tain Codringtou's troop of Yeomanry Cavalry in the 
dty, or to avail himself in any way of its services for 
the restoration of the public peace, and to prevent the 
farther destruction of proper^. Capt. Codrington left 
CoUege-green with his troop soon after eleven o'clock, 
returning through Bristol by the way that he had 
arrived. 

" At this awfid period of Sunday uighi, {that is, be- 
tween eleven and twelve o'clock) at a time when the City 
of Bristol seemed to be threatened with total destruction, 
Ijeut.-Col. Brereton thought fit to retire to his quarters, 
and to bis bed ! 
, " Soon after midnight Lieut.-Col. Brereton received 

^^■rdispatch from the Mayor, dated Sunday night, twelve 
^^■eloek, requiring him, as commanding officer of the 
^Hjbops, ' to take whatever steps he might think fit to 
^Bwtore and preserve as far as possible the public peace.' 
" Evidence will be produced, in support of the ninth 
charge, to show that the said requisition from the Mayor 
was utterly disregarded by Lieut.-Col. Brereton, who, 
instead of making the slightest effort to restore the 
poblic peace, and to prevent the further destruction of 
property, remained quietly in his bed, after the delivery 
to turn of the said dlspatcli &om the Mayor of Bristol, 
although at that very time the whole of Bristol might 
be said to be illiuninated by the conflagrations wliich 
were vomiting forth uncontrolled in different quarters 
I «£ the city! 
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" About half-past four o'clock ou Monday morning, 
the 3lBt of October, Lieut.-Col. Brcreton was roused 
Iroiu his bed by Mr. Alderman Camplin, who, in com- 
pany with two other gentlemen, and Capt. WaniDpon 
of the 3rd Dragoon Guards, knocked up the Lieutenimt 
Colonel at No. 2, in Uuity -street, requiring that militan 
RBsistance should be dispatched aa quickly as possible 
to Queen -square. 

" I shall leave to Mt. Alderman Camplin, and to the 
two gentlemen who accompanied him, to substantiate 
the tenth charge, by detailing the conversation which 
took place upon that occasion between Mr, Alderman 
Camplin and Lieut.-Col. Brcreton. 

" The greater part of the troop of the 3rd Dragoon 
Guards having then turned out, Lieut.-Col. Brereton 
proceeded with it to Queen-square, which he reached as 
nearly as possible at five o'clock. A, M. By this time 
the north and west sides of Queen-square, (save an odd 
house or two, which appear to have escaped by miracle] 
were either in flames or reduced to ashes, and sacking 
and pillage were at their height. Indeed from the hour 
of seven o'clock on Sunday evening, when the Mansion- 
■ honsc was set on fire, the firing of other houses in 
Queen-square had been continuous through the whole 
night. The work of incendiarism had advanced in un- 
disturbed and systematic progression, from the east end 
(where stood the Manaion-housc) to the west end of the 
north side of the Square, and from the north end to the 
south end of the west side of the Square. In pursuance 
of this systematic progression, therioters had commenced 
firing the house at the west end of the south side, and 
had attacked the house adjoining it, when Lieut.-CoL 
Brereton arrived with the detachment of the 3rd Dra- 

foon Guards, at about five o'clock on Monday morning, 
t was on this occasion that the swords of the 3rd 
Dragoon Guards were first let loose; whether by a 
simultaneous and a generous impulse on the part of the 
Dragoons at beholding so vast and so iniquitous a de- 
struction of properly, or whether by the implied or the 
declared permission of Lieut.-Col. Brereton, I must 
leave the Cornet to consider, according to the evidence 
which will be produced. The mob was promptly and 
repeatedly charged and dispersed by the 3rd Dragoon 



APPENDIX, 



897 



'fhiards, a good many persons being cut down ; aud under 
the protection of the dragoons, some of the inhabi- 
tants were enabled lo entei the end house on the south 
side of the Square, which had just been fired, and after 
driving out the rioters, to quench the Qames. Knots 
and bands of rioters and plunderers continued, howeter, 
to lurk about Queen-square and the adjoining streets ; 
and their numbers having again increased towards six 
o'clock, it was thought advisable to charge and disperse 
them again, which was effected, as before, in the most 

{rompt and decisive manner by the 3rd Dr.igoon Guards. 
ieat.-Col. Brereton then sent for the squadron of the 
}4tfa Dra£;oons &om Keynsham. It reached Quecn- 
innare about eight o'clock, where having remained 
iwout three quarters of an hour, and every thing appear- 
ing quiet, the squadron returned to its former quarters 
,9t Mr. Fisher's stables, near College-green. 

" About seven o'clock on the same morning Slst Oct. 
Jfajoi Beckwilh, of the 14th dragoons, arrived in 
vBtristol with his Adjutant, having left Gloucester at 
three in the raoniing, and having first put in march 
.^mother troop of the 14th dragoons from the latter place 
to join the squadron at Bristol, which ti'oop reached 
the city in the course of the forenoon. 

" I shall leave to Major Beckivith and fo his Adjutant 
4o relate for the Court's information the interview held 
by him with the civil authorities upon his first arrival, 
iOte report made of his arrival to Lieut. -Col. Brereton, 
Ud the operations of the squadron of the 14th dragoons 
mbsequent to his placing himself at its head. 

" Suffice it in this place to saj, that the sciuadron of 
he 14th dragoons had not been long in its quarters 
iefore reports were received of outrages and distnrb- 
'imces having again occurred in diflerent parts of the 
w^ty. The troops were again ordered out. The rioters 
ijrere charged and dispersed wherever they were foiuid 
'to assemble, and before mid-day, on the 31st, perfect 
<;^nquillity reigned throughout the city of Bristol, 
^his was chiefly effected by that very squadron of the 
I4th dragoons, which exactly twenty-four hours before 
Ihod been pronounced by Lieut. -Col. Brereton, and re- 
ported by him to the Municipal Authorities assembled 
in the Guildhall, to be utterly insufiicient to restore the 
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public peace, or to offer any effectual 

rages of the rioters, or to the deplorable and disgraceftl 
destruction of property which followed the removal of 
that squadron from the city. The tranqnUIity thus re- 
stored was never after interrupted. 

" Such is the outline which I venture to offer to tile 
Court, of the movements and the operations of tlie 
troops, under the command of Lieut. -Col. Biereton, and 
of the events, consequent thereupon, which took place 
within the city of Bristol during those riots, which 
rendered the three last days of October so disgracefully 
memorable. 

" One word more, before 1 proceed to the fulfil- 
ment of the arduous duty tliat awaits me. It is not 
impossible that my anxiety to discharge that duty to 
the satisfaction of the King and of the service, maj 
occasionally betray me into some appearance of unbe- 
coming earnestness, both iu the collection of evidence, 
and in pressing it home against the prisoner. Should 
this be so, I have to beseech of Licut.-Col, Brereton, 
that he will ascribe my urgency to the right cause— a 
zealous devotion to the service of his Majesty, andt 
deep solicitude for the honor of our common profession. 
He will, I am satisfied, acquit me of any motive so 
unworthy, as a feeling of hostility towards himself, as 
an individual ; and he will, I doubt not, credit my entire 
sincerity, when I say that there can be little but unmixed 
bitterness in the discharge of a duty, which tends to 
bring down punishment or dishonour upon the head of 
a fellow soldier, 

" It is further possible, that my want of legal kuoir- 
ledge may mislead me at times into some improjia 
course. It may induce me to exaggerate the effect el 
the evidence against the prisoner, or it may suffer me 
to put questions, which are not altogether consistent 
with equity, or conformable to the practice of military 
tribunals. On this head, however, my anxiety is far 
from overpoweriug. I am happily surrounded by ample 
means for the protection of the prisoner, against the 
conseqiience or any eiTors or inadvertencies of mine. 
The Court itself is, in a certain sense, counsel for the 
prisoner. His Majesty's Deputy Judge Advocate, an 
officer especially selected on account of ihe labours 
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which he has bestowedupon the subject of mihtary trial, 
and of the credit which has attended his labours, is at 
band, to check anj departure from legal corxectneBS of 
proceeding ; and the security of the prisoner against 
wronff is completed by the presence of hia own profes- 
siona] adviser. It only remains for me, therefore, to 
give expression to my own sincere desire, that, when- 
CTer in the course of these proceedings, a doubtful 
point may arise relatiTC to the admission or the eflect 
of evidence, or any other matter, such doubt may never 
be turned to the disadvantage of the party accused ; but 
that, on the contrary, the decision of the Court, in all 
such instances may be, invariably, in favour of the 
prisoner. 

'* I have now to submit to the Court the mode of pro- 
ceeding with respect to evidence. The charges being 
nnmerous, and many of them being distinct in circum- 
stance and in character, it appears desirable, not less 
for' the sake of expedition than of perspicuity, that ihe 
charges should be dealt with seriatim, and in rotation, 
as they are severally preferred agrainst the prisoner. I 
purpose, therefore, with the approval of the Court, to 
complete the evidence in support of one charge or more, 
as tlie case may he, before another charge shall be 
brought imder consideration, and to announce to the 
Court from time to time, when the evidence against the 
named charge or charges shall have closed. In sub- 
nutting this, however, as a general plan of proceeding, 
I do not mean to abandon the right of caUing addi- 
tional evidence in support of any particular charge or 
charges, which may appear to have been previously 
disposed of, in the event of any circumstance arising in 
the course of the prosecution, to render such additional 
evidence essential. 

" Should the mode of arranging the evidence which 
" e submitted, accord with the views of the Court, I 
ow proceed to the production of evidence." 
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EVIDENCE. 

The first eyidcnce handed in was documentary, con- 
sisting of eleven letters, either received by the prisoner 
or written by him to the different Authorities at the 
Horse Guards. 

The first was a. letter of the 91th October, dated from Uic 
Horse Guards, addressed to Colonel Brereton. It aDpounced 
the arrival of three trooiiF^urdraguonsalKejoshamaad Clifton 
to obej the cominaDds of the Magistrates of Bristol, and direct- 
ed the Colonel to put himself iu cummUDication with them. 

Sd. A letter from Col. Brereton to the Quarter-Masler- 
General of the Forces, dated asth Oct. ackaowledging receipt, 
and stating tbat he was iu comiuunicatiun with the Magistrates. 

Sd. A copy of a letter, dated Horse Qjards, 28th October, 
1831, to Lieut.-ColoDej Brereton, from Lord Fitzroy Somerset. 
Military Secretary to Lord Hill, desiring Colonel Brereton to 
report the next day if there was any disturbance of the public 
peace at Bristol, and the circumstances attending such dis- 
turbance. 

4th. A letter from Colonel Brerclon, dated Brislol, S9th of 
October, 1831, five o'clock, p. in., to Lord Fitzroy Somerset, 
acknowledging the former letter ; and slating, that by desire of 
the Magistrates he brought the troops into lava ; that on tbc 
approach of Sir Chas. Welherell there was suroe hissing ; but 
that the mob was not so great as might have been expectedi 
that about two o'clock some stones were thrown, on a prisoner 
being taken to gaol, but that no rescue wiis effected. 

Sth. Letter from prisoner of same date, half-past five o'clock 
p. m., addressed to Lord Willoughby Gordon, Quarter-Master- 
General — merely a repetition of the former letter to Lord 
Fitzroy Somerset. 

6th. Copy of a letter from Colonel Brereton, dated BristoJ 
district, Oct. 31, 18.^1, hall-past 4, ji.m., addressed to Lord 
Fitzroy Somerset. It slated in continuation, that on the on- 
ceding evening Sir Chas. Wetberell had left the city, wfckb 
circumstance he (Lieut.-Col. B,) bad made known to the mob; 
that the riot act had beea read, and that the military observed 
great good temper i that they had been ordered to charge, but 
were only to use the flat of their swords, and were not to fire 
unless a great necessity existed ; that about seven o'clock the 
Mayor again called for the assistance of the troops, and that 
they arrived in time to save the Mansion-house from beinc 
burned t that the mob afterwards became furious, and the I4tn 
were obliged to fire, and one man was killed. That on Sunday 
morning the mob again assaulted, and the I4th again firod, 
killing one, and wounding tbree or four more; that 
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idered advisable to remove the 14th ; expressed fears that 
the night would nut pass over quicUy, and that a strong niili- 
tar; force was aJisolutel^ necessary, 

7th. Letter from Col, Breruton to Lord Fitzroy Somerset, 
dated Biislol, 31st October, 1831, stating, that after his last 
letter, the mob went to the work of devastation without the 
militarj being able to resist, and there being in fact do sufficient 
eifil force. It then gave a list ofthe fires ; stated the 14th were 
ordered again in -, another troop on the march from Gloucester, 
and pari of the Qedmiustcr Yeomanry, had Joined; that Capt. 
Codrington's troop had come in about 12 o'clock the night 
before, but not finding a Magistrate on the spot, they had 
marched back again. 

Sth. A letter from Col. Brereton to Lord Fitzro;^ Somerset, 
dated Bristol, 1st Nov. IB31, with an enclosure signed ■* T. 
Pearsall, Major-Genenil," addressed "my dear Colonel," and 
presumed to mean Lieut.-Coloikel Brereton. The letter said 
Ihat the removal of the Uth light dragoons was not on his own 
opinion merely. The enclosure was to the effect that he did 
not hesitate to say the continuance of that small force would 
have endangered the safety ofthe small body of troops, from 
the fury of the countless ibousands ofthe citizens, and would 
also have made the loss of private property greater than it un- 
fortunately was. 

9tb. A letter from Col. Brereton, dated Bristol, Nov. 8, 1931, 
to the Deputy-Adjutanl-General, acknowledging the receipt of 
a letter of^the day before, and stating that be had availed himself 
of the recruiting service, 60 in number, and 04 pensioners, who 
were stationed in the ruins ofthe city gaol. 

lOth. A copy uf a letter from Lord Fitzroy Somerset to Col. 
Brereton, dated Horse Guards, Oct. 1831, stating receipt of 

frisoner's letters ofthe SSth and 30th of Oct., which were laid 
efore Lord Melbourne, who ordered an accession of force. 
Lord Melbourne would not, without further evidence before 
bim, observe further than that the removal of two-thirds ofthe 
small force at his disposal appeared highly imprudent. 

1 1. A letter from Col. Brereton to Lord Fitzroy Somerset, 
dated Bristol, Nov. 3, 1 831 : it was an answer to that par^raph 
relating to Lord Melbourne's disapproval of sending away the 
14th dragoons. It went to defend the line of conduct so pur- 
ined, stating that his situation wa.s unenviable, as he h^d an in- 
adequate force, and no aid whatever from the Magistracy. This 
letter concluded by saying, that on Monday morning the mob 
were so broken and drunk that the services of the l41b could 
be used with advantage ; that this corps had not been removed 
without the sanction of the Magistrates ; and that he (Col, B.) 
had exerted himself day and night for the public welfare. 
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The tirst witness called was 
Mr. Sergeant Lvdloit, Tourn Clerk of Briitol, who teatertmati 
on the Fi'tiI Charge biiI^. 

Were you personallf known to Liciil.-Co). Brercton prr- 
viouslj to theseth of Oclober last? Nut al all. 

Were jou al the Mansion -house on Saturday eveniDg thcf9lh 

Oct. ? 1 was there from 18 o'clock on Saturday noon, to \i 

al night. 

Were the troops called out, and by whom were Ihej ei 

manded ? The ^ were called out, and I presume thej w 

commanded by Col. Urereton. 

Was proclamation made on that occasion, as prescribed bf 
the Riot Act } 1 cannot positively swear to that Tact. 

Did joa hear or do yuu know of any order being givcD an 
that occasion to Lieut.-Col. Breretoti to disperse the mob, and 

repe! the tumult; ifso, please to state it? 1 know that orden 

were given to Colonel Brereton at the Manslon-huuse, almost 
immediately after his arrival, to disperse the mob, clear tbe 
streets, and obtain quiet as soon as possible. 

In consequence of tbe orders given fur this purpose, were the 

rioters effectually and promptly dispersed ? In luy opinioD, 

not so promptly and effectually as they might and ought to have 

For how long a period did the riot, or tumult, or disturbaace, 
continue after the time Lieut.-Col. Brereton received order* to 

disperse the rioters! At intervals it continued up to the 

time I left the Mansion-house at twelve o'clock. i 

Be pleased to relate to the Court any further iufortnattoa yon | 
may possess arising from your personal knowledge or observa- 
tion touching the conduct of Col. BrercLun on that night with 

reference to the charge now under consideration? When 

Col. Brereton and the troops came to the Mansion-house, the 
people on the outside were engaged in battering in the (real 
door. They had battered in one of the windows on the graond . 
floor, and some of tfaeni had entered into the dining-roon. 
The immediate effect of the arrival of the troops was to remow 
them from the front of the Mansion-house ; but they did Mt 
withdraw completely, for I repeatedly noticed that the peo^, 
having withdrawn from the streets while tbe soldiers were p«» 
ing, returned again in front of llie very door of the Maosiofr 
house, immediately after the troops had passed. Stoaeswem 
thrown at the windows, anil the tumult did not appear to 
decrease. Col. B. occasionally went down stairs and reluraed. 
He said they appeared very good-humoured, and he had DO 
doubt he could walk them away. Just before one of these 
occasions two of the 14th were brought in wounded very 
seriously. 1 asked the men if they thought themoh were guod- 
humuurud. They said no. I also asked if they did not appear 
increasing. They said they certainly were. 1 asked Colonel 
Brereton whether he had any secret instructions from the Wat- 
office that were at variance with the orders of the K 
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I was led to ask this question in conscqueacc of Col. Brereton's 
aoswers. 1 also asked him if he hud any iostructioes from the 
Horse Guards or the Horae Office. His answer was. " My 
iustmctiuDs are to attend to the orders of the Magistrates." 1 
then said, in the presence of the Major and several Aldermen, 
" Your instructions. Col. Brcrelon, are to clear the streets as 
sooa ax possible, and get the city quiet;" or words to that eBect. 
Some sort of cavalry movement was made in the interior of the 
Square shortly afterwards, when the people were driven from 
the green part of the square into the courts of the houses on the 
sides, aud occasionally returned again to the front of the Mao- 
sioD-huuse. The same sort of conduct continued as prevailed 
during the early part of the evening. They were not effectually 
dispersed. Ahout 11 o'clock an officer of the dragoons came 
into the room where we were sitting at the Mansion-house. 
Coi. Brerelon was in the room at the time. The officer sUted 
the troops were receiving considerable annoyance in one of the 
streets near the Mansion-house, the situation of which he 
described. He said the lamps were put out, and the people, 
when followed hj the soldiers, retreated into some boats or 
bwes lying in the river, from which they annoyed the troops, 
Mowbere, of course, the troops could not follow. He said they 
wished to fire a few ball cartridges. One of the Magistrates — 
1 believe Mr. Alderman Daniel — said, in the situation the boats 
were descrihed to be, there were probably a good many people 
there who worked in the boats, and it woufd he desirable to 
ftvaid injuring those persons. One of the gentlemen present, 
■ special constable, said, " Let nie have 35 men, and be sup- 

Sorted by the troops ; I will undertake to dislodge the people 
ram the boats." This certainly would have been undertaken 
bad it not been for what Col. Brerelon inimrdiatelj said, He 
said, " If vou will take my advice you will let them alone. I 
dare say if they are nut disturbed, and it is getting late, they 
will go home and go quietly to bed." Some observations were 
made as to obtaining peace aud quietness, when Col. Brcrcton 
answered that " his men should patrol the streets during the 
night, and be would be answerable for the peace of the city," 
The officer then went away, and Col. Brercton followed shortly 
afterwards. What took place subsequently I cannot say. 

When you gave, on hehulfof theCivil Auihorilies, the orders 
of the Magistrates to clear the streets and disperse the moh, did 

Co). Brereton in any way dispute your authority 7 Not in 

the least. 

"Were the rioters quite dispersed from Queen-square, or were 
the streets in the vicinity of Queen-square cleared at any one 
period from the time when the troops arrived in Queen-square 
OD Saturday evening, the SQth October, up to the period of 
your leaving Queen-square on that night or tbllowing morning ? 

■ 1 should say that the square was in a great measure cleared 

at the time I left, and the people retired to the streets in the 
neighbourhood. 1 considered Col. Brereton would have kept 
the peace of the city, or I should not have left. 
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In answer to some questioo b; the Court, 

Mr. Sergeant Ludlow said he had been frequcnllj in eMB- 
munication nitb Colonel Brereton, as the olbcial organ ol 
the Magistrates, Besides nhich, nhea orders neregiveu, some 
of the Magistrates were always present. 

The Court was then adjourned. 

SECOND DAY.— TuESDiv, January lOth, 1832. 
Crais-cxamination nfJtfr. Sergeant Loo, 

When you asked Col. Brereton if he had any iostruclions to 
prevent his acting under the Magistrates, did he not oSer to 

obey any explicit orders Lhey might give ? The only answer 

I can give is what J stated yesterday, that Col. B. said, "My 
directions are to obey tbe Magistrates' orders;''' and in the 
course of the evening Col. B. frequeutly said he was ready tn 
obey the Magistrates'' orders; but at thesauie time he generally 
or always accompanied that with discouraging the use of force. 

Did not Col. Brereton repeatedly request the Magistrates to 
give explicit orders as to the extent they required nim to use 
force f^-~l think. 1 recollect, upon some discussion taking 
place about firing, the Colonel said once or twice, "If I am to 
fire, I must have an explicit order." 

Did not the Magistrates consult about giving any explicit 
orders as to the force to be used, and avoid giving any explicit 

orders? There was from time to time conversation between 

the M^istrates, myself, and Col. Brereton, with respect to the 
stale ofthe tumult, and the measures necessary. lam not aware 
that any explicit order to fire was given in my presence in the 
course of that evening. Col. Brereton was frequently informed 
by the Magistrates of their desire to have the city restored to 
quiet, and that they looked to him to efiect that object. 

[Major-Qeneral Dalbia.c here said, perhaps it might save the 
time of the Court to admit that late ou the evening of the S9lk 
Oct. Lieut.-Col. Brereton received orders from the Magistrates 
Dot to fire.] 

Did not the Magistrates consult about the responsibility of 
ordering more force to be used, and decline taking that respol- 
sibility i ■ 1 am Dot aware of any consultation, nor of thelT 
having refused to take any responsioility. 

Did not the rioters cease from all violence, except occa- 
sionally throwing stones, after the arrival of the military ou the 
B9th Oct. J They ceased from battering the door and win- 
dows of the Mansion-house with pieces of timber, which thej 
vers doing when the military arrived t the acts of violence of 
which I am enabled to speak are thebreaking the windows from 
time to time, and the wounding of soldiers and Constables whom 
I saw brought in in that state. 

Re-examiTied by the PaosBCuToa. 
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from the use of Rre-arms 
which I ^ve or hnartl giv 

Did anj Magistrate in the course of the eveoing accompany 
Col. BreretoLi or the Iruiips in Iha-streels, to direct them in tbe 

suppression or the tumult' 1 have no personal knowledge of 

(hat fact. The .^rene of action nas close lo tbe man^ioti-huuse 
where they all were. 

Had the riot act buen read at tbe Lime Col. Brereton requested 
•Ulfaorlty from the VTagistrates to use force ? 1 have no per- 
sonal knowledge of the riot act having beeii read, but I saw 
■iome of the Magistrates go down stairs Uir the purpose of read- 
me it before the military arrived. That part of the question 
.respecting the asking permission to use force 1 dO not under- 
Mand. 

Major-Oencral Daldiac stated to the Court, that after the 
ImI charge had been disposed of, he meant to submit that Ibt 
tail 3rd, and 4lh charges, though they contained distiuct accii- 
fjAJons, were so blended In facts, that thej might be united as 
^^e receiving the evidence aSectlng them. 

Charles Pisnsr, Esq., Magor of Brialol. examined. 
Was there a great riot and disturbance in the city of Bristol 

HI Saturday, the 29th Oct, ! Tiiere was a great riot and dis- 

Enbaace in Queen-square. 

Was Ibe riot act read i If so, at what time, and by whom ? 
It was read about 5 in the afleruoon by me I read it S or 

Did you make any application to Colonel Brereton, as rom- 
tnanding ofScer of the troops in this city, for the presence of the 
niilitary in aid of the civil power i 1 did. 

At wnat period did the troops arrive in Qneeu-sqoare ! 

About half an hour after the riot act was read. 

What was the temper and conduct of the rioters at the time 

or the arrival of the troops i The windows in front of the 

Mansiou-housG had been broken, and the people had entered 
the dining-room through them i the pnnnels of the door had 
been forced in. and the hall had been raked with stones and 
sticks t the mob were continuing the same conduct when the 
Iroups arrived. 

When the troops arrived, or very soon after, did you give, or 
did other of the Civil Authorities give. Col. Brereton any direc- 
tions for dispersion of the rioters .' If so, be pleased to state 

ss distinctly as you can what those orders were? Orders 

were given by Alderman Fripp lo clear the Square, or disperse 
the mob, or words to that effect; and on Co!. Brereton's asking 
whether the troops should fire, he was told if it was necessary 
to tire be must fire, or words lo that effect, which I contirioecf. 

Upon that particular occasion, or at any other period through 
the night, was Col. Brereton in anywise restricted by you or 
other of the Civil Authorities, from the application of the edge 

of Ibe svrord > He was not restricted by me, and I am net 

aware he wai restricted by any one. 
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Did Col. Brereton at any time o „ „ 

lest agaiost using actual force ? And if so, what plea di 

urge for abstaining from it; He did protest at one period 

against using force ; I don't recollect his exact expressions, but 
the general plea that he made use of was that they were a good- 
humoured mob— that the troupe could either ride or walk then 
down, and that they were lessening in number. The CoIddcI 
came in at one period, and lo shew the good temper iif the mob, 
said that his arm was tired with shakino; hands with the people. 
He said in mj presence, " The responsibility is with jou," ad- 
dressing the Magistrates and Town Clerk— "I protest agaiiut 
using force — it is unnecessary and contrary to toy opinion i" or 
words to that cSect. 

Be pleased to relate any further information you maj poncB 
from jour own knowledge or observation touching the condoct 
of Col. Brereton on Ihal night, with reference to the charge now 

under consideration! Col. Brereton repeatedly came in lo 

report respecting thepeople, and we repeatedly gave bim direc- 
tions to clear tbe square. I cannot call to mind exactly the 
expressions or the answers, but I recollect the conduct of Cal, 
Brereton occasioned tbe Town Clerk to ask him if he had any 
■DStmctions from Government not to act, or words to that effect. 
He replied his orders were to obey tbe Magistrates. The Towg 
Clerk then said the Magistrates ordered him to clear the square 
or get the streets quiet. It was on Ibis occasion he made the 
protest. 1 recollect some soldiers being brought in wounded, 
and the Town Clerk malting use of tbe expression " is this ■ 

R roof of the quietness and good temper of tne mob !" I recol- 
tct an officer coming into the room and saying the mob had 
taken refuge in tbe market, or trading vessels, and assailed tie 
soldiers from tbence,and they could not follow them, and asked 
if be might fire into tbe vessels, as it would be otherwise sacri- 
ficing the troops. I tbink it was Mr. Alderman Daniel obsemd 
there were many people on board tbe vessels, who would ben- 
criBced, and who had nothing to do with the mob. A gentle- 
man present offered, with 25 constables, to go on board tbe 
vessels and clear tfaem if be could be supported by tbe trooMj 
this was not done, in consequence of Col. Brereton's stating nit 
the mob was dispersing, and that be would patrol the stntli. 
and he answerabic for the peace of tbe city. In fact, the fVtnl 
of the mansion-house was not again attacked that night. 

Were the rioters promptly and effectually dispersed bv Col- 
Brereton in conformity with the directions delivered to hira for 
that purpose I In my opinion they were not, I think whM 
was ultimately effected might have been done at an earlier 
period. 

Did the outrage or violence of the rioters increase at an? 
period during the night of Saturday, after you first gave Cul. 
Brereton ordt-rs to put down tbe rioters! !n my opinion the 

Do you know that a charge was made by a part of the troops in 
the Square gainst the rioters at a late period on Saturday 
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night » 1 tmderstDod there was, but I did not see Jt, Alder- 
man Savage, who was looking out of the window, told me so. 

Was it reported or made known to you after the charge whs 
said to have been made, that certain -of the rioters had taken 

efuge in some of the adjoining alleys, whence thej were uffier- 

■ t annojaDce to the troops ! It was. 

By the COBBT. 

t have stated that the riot act had been read before the 

|ival of the troops. Was Col. Brereton informed of this? 

-I believe he was. My impression is that I told him so i he 

It have known it, as it wai the subject of conversation in Ihe 

you, as Chief Magistrate of Bristol, deem the increase of 
a the evening of tne SSth was owing to the want of energy 

gor on the part of Col. Brereton, and his disobedience of 

lfc« orders of joarscif and other Magistrates to use the force 

under his commaod as you had empowered him to do ? 1 

cannot tclU but 1 think his conduct must have given confidence 
to the mob, especially the familiarity with which he treated 
them; his conduct was rather non-compliance with, than dis- 
obedience to, the orders of the Magistrates. 

Did the Mayor and Magistrates at the time deem that the 
conduct of Col, Brereton was mere feeble and temporising than 
it should have been, or did he or they consider that Col. Brere- 
ton declined or neglected the discharge of his duty! The 

impression certainly was that Colonel Breretun's conduct was 
feeble and temporising, which opinion called forth the question 
frum the Town Clerk if he had received instructions not to 
obey the Magistrates. I could not account for his conduct in 
any other manner, He certainly neglected to clear the Square 
as he was ordered to do, assigning asa reason that the mob were 
good'humourcd and dispersiug. 

Was there any Civil A.uthority in the streets with instructions 
to act in concert with the troops, after Lieut.-Col. Brereton 
had reported their arrival at the Mansion-house, to assist the 

civil power on the SSth Oct.! 1 knew of none in the streets; 

the Magistrates were in the Mansion-house, from whence all 
orders were given. I believe Mr. Alderman Savage came up 
with the troops. 

Did any Magistrate leave the Mansi<in-house with the troops, 
or with Col. Brereton, when he was ordered to clear the streets, 
for the purpose of proceeding with the troops! 1 am not 

When you gave Col. Brereton orders to clear the streets, did 
you or not imply he was both to fire and use the edge of the 
sword if necessary s and did Col. Brereton understand such to 

be your meaning? -X certainly did imply, whatever force was 

necessary it was to be used, and I believe Col. Brereton under- 
stood such to bo my meaning. 

IV 2 
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Mr. Alderman Abraham Hilhouse examine/. 

Were yim at the Mansion-house on Saturday evening tk 
S9ih Oct., when the mitilary were called ioto QueeD-sqn»reii 

aid of the civil puwer! 1 went for the military and relofwJ 

tu the Mansion-house with them. 

Was the riol act read u|)on that occai.ion ? 1 did not hew 

it read, but understood il had been read before 1 returned. 

What wa,s the tcm|jerand conduct of the rimers at the petid 
of your arriving with the Iroiips f ^The rioters were exceed- 
ingly violent, but not so much so as they had been previouMJ 
to my return, judging from the havoc they had caused to ' 
Mansion-house. Thcj fl*d on the approach of the troops. 

Did you or any of the civil aulbonlies in your presence give 
Col. BrerelOD any directions for putting down the tumult f V 

so, what was the nature of lho!e directions ? 1 did not per- 

Bonally. [ heard direcliiins repeatedly given him by theM»joi 
and Town Cierk to clear Ihe square auiTdispersc the mob. 

Were those directions promptly and effectually obeyed bf 
Col. Brerelon ? They were not. 

Did the outrag-e or violence ol the rioters Increase at aaf 
period during the night of Saturday the 29lh October, after 
orders were first given to Col. Brereton to put down the riolertt 
It did very much increase. 

At what time on Saturday night or on Sunday morningdid 
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To what cause do you attribute the decrease of Ihe 

11 o'clock at night! 1 think more vigorous i 

been used to disperse them, in consequence of slr( 
strances from the Mag'isl rates. 

Do you recollect that a charge was made by a part of tlw 

troops at that time ! 1 did not see that charge— I understood 

the soldiers had charged, and had struck with the flat of Iketr 

Did you go on horseback or on foot when you went for |lw 
troiius } On foot. 

[The Prosecutor said, if he was rightly informed, theraw 
another cause, which the Magistrates were aware of, whiob M 
to the dispersion of Ihe mob. 

The Prcsident thought it would be irregular to go into lh«k 
part of the case at pre?eut, and Ihe Prosecutor did not press it,] 

You say more vigorous measures were uned. Were they usca 
by Col. Breretuii or any other officer > 1 do not knot*. 

What are the more vigorous measures you allude to ) 1 

heard the troops had moved about more actively. 

Capl. GaqB, \*th Light Dragooni, examtneil. 

Did you command a sijuadron of the I4lh Light Dragoona il 
Bristol on the 89th of October ! Yes. ^^ 




Was th«t squadron ordered out by Cul. Urercton on the 
e?eDiug of that day ? Yes. 

Where did the squadron first form on parade I In College- 

gre.n. 

Did either ol' Ihe troops receive an order from Col. Brerelou 

lo load, and did it load accordingly ? Ooe troop received 

such order and did load. 

To what part of Ihe city did the troops proceed from the 
place of assemhiiiig? To Queen-square. 

Did jou receive any orders from Cul. Brereton on that occa- 
sion for repelling the tumult i and if so, what nas the nature 
of those orders ? 1 was ordered bj Colonel Brereton to dis- 
perse Ihe mob without drawing swords or using' violence. 

Did the outrages or violence of the rioters Increase inQueen- 

- ■■ ■ lirst received 

'clock 1 was 
ordered to clear the streets by force. 

Were anv soldiers of the 14th seriously injured by missiles 

from the mob in Quecn->.quare on Saturday night? Three 

urfour were badly cut. 

Be pleased to relate an} other information arising from your 

SEBoual knowledge or observation, touching the conduct of 
ol. Brereton on that nig t. with reference to the charge now 
under consideration, confining your statement at present to 
what occurred in Queen-square or the adjoining strecLs!"—- 
Finding ihe men much pelted by stones and pieces of iron, from 
boats ajid barges, where we could not reach the mob. 1 went tu 
Ibe Mar.sion-houNe and a^ked leave of the Mayor to take a few 
of ibe men and use their carbines to dislodge the people from 
Ibe position they had taken. Me het^ilated for some time, but 
I think he was ahoui to grant it, when I met Col. Brereton in 
the door-way at the top of the stairs, who recommended that it 
sbould not he done. 1 then went to the Square again, and en- 
deavoured to dislodge them without firing. We partly suc- 
ceeded, with the exception of those who got into the boats and 
barges. We had by this time cleared Queen-square and all the 
adjacent streets, and 1 was about to gn home and feed the troop, 
and to he relieved by the 2nd troop of the squadron. 

Did you receive orders between eleveo and twelve that night 
to proceed from Queen-square wilh your troop to the Council- 
house f 1 received an order from Colonel Brereton to go to 

the Council-bonse to protect it, as the mob were breaking in. 

Were you restricted upon that occasion from using any of 
Ihe weapons with which a dr^onn is armed, in case the aeces- 
sUt should ari«e for employing forci- ? No. 

Was the body of the rioters considerable, and did their attack 



upon the Council-house appear to be of a 



when you arrived there with your troop 7— 

Were the rioters dispersed from the front of the Council- 

hiiuae, by your troop! They were immediately dispersed, 

except in the alleys, where we could not gel at them. 

Be pleased to relate what occurred in Ihe adjoining street 
while you were patrolling to preserve the pcaue after the rioters 
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had been dispcr^d from tlie CuuDcil-housc ? The parly «it(i 

which 1 patrolled Wine-street were very much annojed bi Ihc 
luub pelting us with stone and pieces of iron from the nileiti 
one alley in particular which we passed repeated I jr. annoj'ed us 
mure than any other ; the mob in that alley were headed by i 
man in a light coloured dress, who advanced in the streets sne- 
ral paces before he threw his missile of iron or stoue < the third 
or fourth time he did it, I drew a. pistol, levelled it at him, but 
it snapped ; a soldier immediately on my left fired, and the mw 
fell I after that the mob left that passage ; these occurrences 
occupied till half-past twelve, when I took the party off, that j 
part of the town being q uiet, leaving Lieut. Dawson and my I 
Sergeant-Major to patrol the street, with a» uuderslaadiog tbey 
were to be relieved in two hours. 

At what period of Saturday night or of Sunday morning did j 
the whole or any part of Capt. Musgrave's troop return to lb 

quarters ? Part of the troop went to their quarters on Satnr- 

day night, about twelve o'clock; part remained near the 
Mansion-house, and were relieved in two hours. 

Crasi-examined. 

After Colonel Brereton had ordered the troops to'Iuad, did 
you not proceed to Queen-square at a quick trot ? Ve*. 

Did you see Alderman Hilhouse accompany the troops to 
Queen-square ? No — I do not know his person. 

Did nut the rioters cease for a time from violence on the 
arrival of the troops in Q ueen-square ) Yes, 

Was there any renewal of violence by any large body of 
rioters after the arrival of the troops in Qneen-square, till just 
before eleven o'clock, when orders were given to clear the 

streets by force .' 1 did not see auj. 

Bif the Court. 

Yon stated that you were ordered to clear the streets by fiirce 

about eleven o'clock. Who gave you that order! CoIoikI 

Brereton . 

Was Colonel Brereton frequently in commnnication vttt 
you after the arrival of the troops at the Mansion-house i 

[In the course of this day's proceedings the names of a|M 
thirty additional witnesses for the prisoner were put in iijim 

Counsel.] 

THIRD DAY. — WBonsSDAr, January llth, 183S. 

The Judge Advocate staled that as it was doubtful, from the 
evidence ot Mr. Alderman Hilhouse. whether it was with a troop 
of the Uth or of the 3rd Dragoon Guards that he came, it wu 
desirable to clear up that point, and Alderman Hilhouse was 
called, who stated that he went for the military and returned 
with the troop of the 3rd Dragoon Guards. 
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Lieut. iVa. Jjs. Dawsoh, IVlh Dragoons, examined. 

Weu you oti dutj with Capt. Gac^e's troop of 14th Dragoona 
■a Qaeen-square, on Salurdav ui^ht, the 99lh of October last I 
Yes. 

Was that troop detached from QueeQ-squarc io the course of 
that nigbt, to disucr^w a hodv of rioters at the Council-house > 
Yes. 

Was the bod; of rioters considerable, and did the attack 
upon the Council-house a|ipear to be of a violent character? 

It was of a very violent character, but I could not tell the 

lininber, it was so dark. 

Were the rioters dispersed from the front of the Council- 
house bj the troop of the I4lh Dragooons ? Thej were. 

What became of Ihe rioters or a part of them, after they were 

so dispersed ! They ran away, aud disappeared in the entries 

and narrow alleys. 

Was that part of the troop which you had under your com- 
mBnd for the purpose of patrolling the streets, pelted by a part 

of the rioters who had been so dispersed? They were very 

mncb pelted. I was myself hit se-ven or eight times. 
Croii-examined. 

Was there any general riot in Queen-square after the arrival 
of the troops, till the orders for clearing the streets were given ? 

1 saw aoue. I was not there. I came to Queen-square at 

■even o'clock and left it at ten. There was a little attempt at 
the back door of the Mansion-house, but it was soon defeated. 

Was there any general riot al Queen-square from the time 

you came on duty there till ten o'clock i No : but an im- 

ineuse crowd. 

Troop-Seri'.eant-JHajor Joan Allen, examined. 

Was you on duty with a troop of the 14lh Dragoons, on 
Saturday night, the 29th of October ? Yes. 

Was you ordered by Capt. Gage, between the hours of eleven 
and twelve on that uight to patrol the streets in the vicinity of 
the Council-house i Vos. 

Was that part of the troop then under your command pelted 
by a part of the rioters dispersed from the Council-house ! • 



jCaloDel Brereton declined to cross-examine.] 
ThOuas Gakrabd, Eiq. Charaliertaia of Bristol, examined. 

Was you at the Council-house between eleven and twelve 
on Saturday night, the 89th of October last i 1 was. 

Did a body of rioters make an attack upon the Council-house 
at that period ? They did. 

Were they shortly afterwards dispersed from the Council- 
house by the Dragoons ': They were. 

What damage had the rioters previously done to the Council- 
house? They had destroyed the glass of the windows and 

the window frames. 
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Is il your opinion fruiii Ihc nature of their attack thatthcii 
object was to break into the Council-house irtbej had not bees 

Sreveuled ! It certaiulj nas their intention. We had a civil 
)rce uf about thirty-five men, which 1 diil not think sufflcient 
fur the protection of the building. 

Do jou know fihether the rioters, after being dispersed from 
the Council-house, retreated into narrow passages and alleji 
in the neighbourhood, whence Ihcy petted the Dragoons as tlie 
' " T patrolled the streets ! Thej did, 



Hav 



jour possession a piece ot cnt iron which wti 
b; the rioters that night, with which the wiadom 



employed 

were Broken, or the troopx assaried ? If so. be pleased to pro- 
duce it, and stale how and from whom jou received it I The 

witness here produced a piece of broken Iron of a conical furn 
(about five inches in length, and one and a half lirond at the 
ba;e) and deposed, — a ^ery serious attack was made by the 
rioters ) observed to one of the troop of the l-lth Dragoomi, 
when he said " is not this too had fur men to be attacked in 
this way," and gave me the piece of iron. 

Were any of the men that were with you in the Council- 
house armed i Yes, with slaves. 

fFu. Hjbu^R, £sq. Solicitor, eiaatiacd. 

Were you pre<ient near the Mansion-house during the riot on 
Saturday night the 89ih of October ? 1 was, 

Did you see Lieut.-Col. Brerelon near or among the rioters 
on that evening or night ? Yes, several times. 

Did yon see any behaviour, or hear any language, on tbe 
part of Lieut.-Col. Brereton towards the rioters, or on the part 
of the rioters towards Lieut.-Col. Brerelon, which particularly 
attracted your attention ? 1 did. 

State wbat it was? 1 saw him pull oET his cocked hat and 

wave it, and join In the cheers of the mob. I saw bim shako 
hands with several of the rioters who were making a noise and 
shouting. A man in the crowd asked him If he was for Reform. 
He answered, as well as 1 can recollect, " 1 am, as well as joB| 
ray bojs." 

By the CovsT. 

Was Lieut.-Col, Brerelon in a rei 
saw him among the rioters on the e^ 

during the familiarity you speak of? 1 cannot distincflj 

recollect ; but 1 now recognise his person. 

Was the person you have described apparently in command 

of the troop at the time ? He was. 

/Fm. B. Ddrds, City Offieer, examined. 

Were you present near the Mansion-house during the riot on 
Saturday night, the asth of October? 1 was. 

Do vuu know Lieut.-Col, Brereton's persim ? 1 do. 

Did'yuuseehim near or among the rioters on that evening or 

night ? If BO, state about what limu. 1 did sec him between 

eight and ten o'cloi 
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Did you soe anj behaviour, or hear an) language, on the 
|iart of Lieut.-Cul. Brcreton, towards the rioter's, or »ii the 
part ofthe rioters, towards Lieat.-Coj. Breretoii, which parti- 
cularly attracted juur attention i If so, state it. On that 

eveDiDg after considerable damage being done to the Mansloti- 
house, the Major ordered Dijself and another officer lo shew 
Colonel Brereton where to place the soldiers. The Colonel 
mounted his horse a fen paces Irum the dour, and commeuced 
talking to the mob, and requested them to disperse aud go 
quietly and peaceably home, fur about ten iiiitiutes, during 
which time the mob frequently cried out " the King and He- 
form," and were cheering hira. Once Colonel Brereton pulled 
off his hat aud naved it over hia head as if joining in the 

Sergeant-Major EoirjJto Ds.iyS, 3rd Dragoon Guardt, 

Was you on duty with Capt. Warrington's troon in Queen- 
tquare, in this city, during a riot which prevailed there on 
Saturday 29th Oct.? Yes, 

Did you observe l.ieiit.-Col. Brereton at any time during; the 
erening or night of 29tb Oct shake hands with the rioters, or 

permit them to shake hands with him ) 1 observed the rioters 

takjns hold of his hand, and shaking it several times. 

Did you see Lieut.-Col. Bren-tno, with his bat off, waving 

ilwithor near the rioters, when they cheered? 1 saw Lieut. 

Col. Brereton irlth his cap off, WKving it with the rioters nheo 
they cheered. 

Did you hear any expression or words made use of by Col. 

Brereton, or by the rioters on that occasion > 1 heard Col. 

Breretou'Several timesaddrcssin^ the mi.b, requesting them to 
go to their respective homes ; il uut, that he would have lo use 
violence, 1 heard the mob sing nut, '' the King and Reform." 

Before Capt, Warrington's troop marched from tiieir alarm 

tost in College-green that evening, was the troop ordered to 
Bad i They were. 

Wan Colonel Brereton then present ?- He was. 

Cresa-e.vB mined 

Had any act of violence or re.-iislance taken place In your 

presence in Queen-square, when Cul. Brereton was acting in 

ihe manner ]iiu slated! Nothing mure than the noise and 

cheering of the mob. 

By the Cqcrt. 
Are you certain that Colonel Brereton wore a cap, and what 

description of cap nas it ! A blue cap with a silver band. 

I never saw him with any other head-dress but once; which 

was with a cocked hat when the troops first caroe into the city. 

Was it not very dark at the time you speak of? — It was dark. 

Were jou near enough to Col. Brereton to judge whether it 

wan against his will, nr with bis consent, that several ofthe 

rioters shook his hands? 1 alwavK supposed it was against 

his will on that night. 



I 



i 



314 THE BEISTOL KIOTS. 

Geoeral Dalbiac here annoaaced that, unless an; peculai 
should occur tu render it oecfci>ary to elucidile 
ar point, the evidence on the first charge vu no* 
then proposed that as the 3nd, Snt, and 4lh chfti^ 



rrticutar point, the evidence on the first charge vu 
He then proposed that as the 3nd, Srd, and 4lh chft ^ 
e closely blended as to matter of fact. Ibey should nov'k 



snlered upon together 
Culunef Brerctun did not object to this arrangement. 



Ca.is. PiHtiET, Eiq, Mayor of Britlol, examined. 

At what the earliest period of Sunday morning the SOtfa 

was jou present at the Uansion-bouse ! 1 was thcr 

Saturday night, till about 8 o'clock on Sunday moruing. 

Was the tumult renewed at or near the Nlansi on -house on 
Sunday morning. If so, please to slate the time and the paf- 

titulars thereof up to the time of your leaving it? It was 

renewed, «s near as 1 can recollect, betneen 7 and 8 o'clock : 
the mob attacked the Mao s'l on- ho use with stones and iron bars, 
eudeavouring to destroy the wooden boards which had been 
nailed over the doori and windows during the night. The]' 
were in the act of wrenching the boards away from the side 
door with an iron bar, when 1 asked Major Mackworth whether 
he thought I ought to retire i He said, as a roililary man, he 
thought 1 shourd retire. I had previously sent the Under- 
SherilTto collect what constables he could, and Major Mack- 
worth and ourselves escaped over the ruuf of the neighbouring 
houses from the Mansion- house. 



sion-house i They had. A small picqueL which r 

had been withdrawn. 

Were the troops ordered out b} you in consequence of this 

attack on the Mansion-house! The; were; on personal 

application by rajself, with Alderman Hilhouse, to Colond 
Brereton. 

Were you at the Guildhall towards noon on Sunday 9Qtb 
October? 1 was, about 18 o'clock- 
Were jou present when Lieut. -(Jul. Brereton came to subatt 
to the civil authoritscs at the Guildhall, the expediency of n- 

moving the lllh dragoons from the city ! 1 was. 

Be pleased to relate what passed between yourself and any ot 
the Civil Authorities, and Lieut.-Colonel Brereton. upon that 

occasion, relative to such removal of the 14th dragoons f As 

near as 1 can recollect, myself, the Town-Clerk, and some 
Magistrates were together, when Colonel Brerelou came to ask 
permission to send the Ulh out of Bristol. The Towti-Clerk 
strongly remonstrated aea,inst such a measure. He said, " the 
Magistrates not only will not grant permission, hut will not 
even divide the responsibility with you." I believe at that thne 
Mr. Alderman Frippstron^ly objected. Col. Brereton stronelj 
urged the necessity of their going. I think be staled, that tr— 
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had fired on the people, and that the people were irritated 
against them, and that the men and hurses were tired, aud re- 
qaired rest, ur somethiag tu that effect. 1 believe he expressed 
B wish for Ihein to retire onlv about two miles frum Bristol. I 
recollect the Town-Clerk told him that the Magistrates would 
not grant permission, but if thej could not assist, thej would 
not embarrass the Colonel, Several plaees were then mentioned 
bj the Town'Clerk and Magistrates near Bristol for the Btues 
to go to. At the same time the Town-Clerk cautioned the 
Cofonei not to imagine that the Magistrates, in mentioning 
such places, acquiesced in the removal of the troops. After- 
wards Alderman Fripp said something about his (Col. Breretou) 
beiug commander' in-chief and he must use his discretion, but 
the Magistrates could not authorise the withdrawing of the 
troops or words to that dfcct. 

Was Keynsham then named as one of the places to which it 

might be desirable to remove the l>lth dragoons i Keynsham 

was uot named. Col. Brercton |>roposed only moving them two 
iniks. I remember all the places named. 

Were you present at a subsequent period in the afternoon of 
that day, when Cot. Breretou again attended at the Guildhall i 

Did you bear, or was you engaged in a discussion which took 
place between some of the civil authorities and Lieut.-Col. 
Brereton, as to the expediency of recalling the Ijtb from 
Keynsham ! 1 was. 

Be pleased to slate what passed upon that occasion > As 

near as I can recollect, the Town-Clerk told the Colonel, that 
the 14th must be brought back. The Colonel said "they 
CAonot," or words to that effect. The Town-Clerk peremu- 
rorily demanded that the Colonel should order hack the ]4tn. 
The Colonel positively refused it ; slating that it would be only 
bringing the men to certain destruction i and said '' 1 will take 
the responsibility on myself." I recollect the Town-Clerk 
saying, that if no one else would report it, he himself would, 
to the Horse Guards, or words to that eOect. At the same 
time it was mentioned by the Cuiunel that the horses and mea 
were tired. The Town Clerk asked, could not some of the 
horses by degress be rested, while others were employed, or 
words to that effect. He also enquired whether the men could 
Dot act on foot, and whether fresh horses could not be procur- 
ed. None of these proposals were acceded to. 

Bs the Court T. 

Did you as chief Magistrate of the city, consider that the 

troops assembled in Bristol under the immediate command of 

LieuL-CoL Breretou, were under your control } 1 consider 

that they were sent to assist the Civil Authoritiesof Bristol, and 
were consequently under their control. I did not consider 
myself the commander of the troops i but that the wishes of the 
Civil Authorities were to be conveyed through the commanding 
officer. 
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n the Town Clerk was issuing the 
.cling under jour iiDiuediateautho- 
inpressiiig the upiniuDS and senti* 



Do you consider that » 
demands and orders, he wi 

rity ! 1 consider he wa 

inents of the Magistrates. 

Did Col. Btereloii apply to jou, or t<j jour kaowledge to 

«Dj oT the Civil Autliurilies during the riots, to accompany bin 

with the troops to put down the moh ? — Not to mj knowledge. 

Mr, Sergeant Ludlow, examined. 

Were you at the Guildhall towards noon on Sunday, SOtli 
Oct. ? 1 was there soon alter eleven o'clock. 

Were you present whrn Colonel Brereton came to submit t« 
the Civil Authorities at the Guildhall the expediency ufremm- 
ing the nth dragoons from this citj ? 1 was. 

Please to relate what passed in your hearitis on that occs- 

siun } Wheu Col. Brereton came in, the Mayor, several uf 

the Magistrates, and myself were present ; he said to the effect 
that he wished to have the sanction of the Magistrates lor the 
removal ul' tlie 14lh from the city i 1 believe 1 expressed aonie 
surprise; and he said they had unfortunately fired on the 
people, and that the niob nere so exasperated against thera that 
their lives would he in danger if they remained ; either then, 
or afterwards in the same day, on the same subject, I asked 
Col, Brereton if that was a sufficient reason fur a militarj 
nan to send the troops out of the city which the Government 
had sent down for the protection of tjie inhabitants? He said 
■ lie did nut know that soldiers' lives were to be sacrificed uune- 
rily more than Ihuse tiF other persons ; and that the men 
and horses were so fatigued, that they were altogether unlit for 
ice; I expressed my surprise, and that it was extraordinary 
all tbe horses should be until for action ; he naid, •• still it 
IS Fio ;" he wished them to he taken to some iguict quarters, 
where they should refresh themselves, and become lit for action ; 
I replied, the Magistrates would not take the responsibility 
from him, nor even divide it with hirai if it was done at all, it 
must be at his single responsibility; either then, or in the 
course of the discussion, an officer of the 3rd dragoon guard) 
came in, and supported Col. B.'s opinion, by saying that tbe 
horses certainly required rest, without menliuuiug of whU 
regiment; that did not alter the opinion that the Mbgistr*(ES 
had formed, or my advice to them, which was, nut to consest 
' to the removal ; 1 think Cul. Brereton said, " I niustsend them 
away, and I wish you would tell me where I must send them 
to;" one or two niaces I think were mentioned; the Magis- 
trates were not willing to mention any place; at last 1 think I 
said. " Col. Brereton, tbe Magistrates won't embarrass you if 
they cannot assist you ; they don't sanction the removal at all t 
but if they are to lie sent out of town, send them somewhere 
near, from which they can he brought as shortly as possible," 
or words to that effect i tledland was recommended as the best 
place, not being more than two or three miles. 

"' """"'""" "f named as one of the places? 1 1 

recollection, certaiuly. ' 
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, , . as the Town Clerk of Ihe city, considered to be the 
organ of coniniunicatinii uf the Municipal Authorities upon all 
or most (ifGcial matters brought under ttieir consideration whilst 

jou are present? 1 believe so, 1 generally comniunicate 

their sentiments a.s a bud] when the; are present. 

Did Col. Brerelon on aaj occasion during the riots raise aoj 

objection to jour being so considered ? Never. 

Were %ou afterwards present in the afternoon ofSunday 
30th Oct,' when Colonel Brcretun again attended in the Guild- 
hall ! 1 was. 

Did f on hear, or were you eogaged in a, discussion which 
then took place between siime of the Civil Authorities and 
Lieut.-Col. Brerelou, a.i to the expediency of recalling the i4[h 

dra|;ouns I 1 was. 

Be pleased to relate what passed. Many of the citizens 

were attending in the large outer hall i I went out from lime to 
time tu speak to them i an account had been brought that the 
bridewell or gaol, or both, had been attacked by the mobj 
they askt-d me why the soldiers were not brought up, and said 
"we are willing to hazard our lives if supported by troops, but 
viti not act without them ;" 1 said the Magistrates understood 
there were few troops in the city that acted ; I mentioned the 
subject again to Col, Brerelon publicly before the persons in 
the Ouitdhall, representing the dreadful state the city was in ; 
ha must have said something about horses, as I asked him if 
he could not allow the tfoups tu act dismounted : he said, no ; 
1 distinctly said to him on the purt of the Magistrates and 
citizens, " I demand of you to have the troops brought back ;" 
I do not recollect the manner of his refusal, but I recollect 
g;oing up to him and saying, Cul. Brereton. if nobody else re- 
presents your conduct in the proper quarter. 1 myself will i at 
this time the city had no protection; the citizens would not act 
without the soldiers t the soldiers were withdrawn. 
Bg Ike Con RT. 
What was the state of Ihe city at the time of the removal of 

I the nth ? A state of very great confusion, from the power 

1 the mob had acquired -, 1 consider the city was in the possession 

I of the mob all ofa sudden, 

I Mr. AUerniBa Abiuham HilbOuse, examined. 

I Were the troops ordered into Queen-square on Sunday, 30th 

I October, and at what time I 1 ordered troop.s there about 9 

o'clock i I came wilh the 3rd dragoon guards to the Mansion- 
Had the Mansion-house been seriously threatened about that 

time by a body of rioters! The Mansion-house had beeu. 

barricaded during the night; at that time the barricade had 
been broken down ; the rioters bad gained possession of the 
lower part of the house i had destroyed what little furniture 
remained at night; they had broken into the wine cellar, and 
destroyed and carried on'a great ijuantity of wine and furniture. 

Was the riot act read on that occasion, and by whom' 1 B 

read it three times. H 
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318 TUh PIRISTOL BiOTS. 

Did jou, or anj other Magistrate in jour presencs, pn 
orders to J.icut.-Col. Brereton for the troops to fire on thtl 

occasion, iu order to disperse the rioters? 1 cannot sweu 

that I directed Cul. Brcretoa to give orders to the troops to 
Ere ; but each time after reading the riot act I addressed tbc 
rioters; I entreated them to disperse, and told tbem tlitt tbe 
troops would fire ; the last time 1 addressed them. Col. Brsre- 
tOD came up to me ; I told him the rioting must be put down, 
the Square must be cleared; his answer was, ■* Ibe tronps un- 
not, and shall uot fire ;" their carbines, be said, were out like 
infantrj muskets > thej had been up all night i the horses and 
men were much fatigued, and were not equal tu eontendiog 
with the mob ; he said we mutt keep the mob in good humour, 
and endeavour to get the troops rested, or the cit; might be 
given up in the evening to pluuder and slaughter ; the Colonel 
complained of the infuriated feeling of the mob towards the 
litli, in consequence of a man being shot during the night; 
■hortlj after he sent the 14th awaj. 

Were jou at the Guildhall towards noon on Sunday, tbeSOth 

of October, !B3I ! No. 1 was not; 1 waited at the Manslou- 

bouse till between two and three. 

Were jou at the Guildhall all Bunda; aflernoon, the SOth o( 

October, 1831 ? 1 was, 

Did JOU hear, or were jou engaged in a discussion whicb 
took place between some of the Civil Authorities and Lieut.- 

i Col. Brereton, as to expedienry of recalling the Uth Dragoons' 

*'' io. please to slate what passed. 1 did hear the discussion 

ich took place ; the Town Clerk directed Colonel Brereton 

' immediately to bring back the 14th Dragoons ; the Colonel said 
he would not; he said upon his own responsibility he refused 
to bring them back, feeling assured that if the; were brought 
back, there would not be a man of them alive the next morning: 
the Town Clerk a^ain ordered them to he brought back ; and 
upon his again refusing, said, if no one else reports your con- 
duct to Government, I will. 

Had an; of the public buildings been attacked, or broken 
into, or threatened at the time the Civil .\ulhorities deniaodeil 
the recall of the 14th Dragoons > Or was there any tUDudl 

then in the cit; P Several public buildinffS had been brokn 

into i the Mansion-house, tbe Bridewell, and the New Gaol 

Crots-exummed. 

When the rioters were in Queen-square on Sunday mofuing, 
tlie SOth, did not Colonel Brereton, in tbe presence of Robert 
Marshall, request you to give orders to lire, and did you not 

refuse to give such orders 1 1 never heard any such request ; 

nor did I refuse to give orders to fire. 

Was not the Bedminster troop of Yeomanry in Bristol during 
the whole of Sunday, the 30 til, with the Magistrates knowledge > 
And was that fact ever communicated, as far as you know, to 
Colonel Brereton i 1 never knew the; were in Bristol. 
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Sergeant DKimk examined on the Second Charge, 
Was a troop of the 3rd Dragoon Guards ordered intu Queen- 
square on Sunday morning, the 30th of Oclober ? And if so, 

about what time ! Yes, between nine and tea o'clock in the 

morning. 

When the troop arrived in Queen-square, was it cheered by 

rioters? i did not hear them cheer the troop ; 1 heard 

a sing out " the King and Reform." 

FOURTH DAY.— TnnaanA*. January 18th, 1839. 
Sergeant E. Dbahs's examinaUan resumed. 

I I>id you hear the rioters cheer at all i Several times. 

itlJid LieuL-Col. Breretou join in or acknowledge tbe cheer 

I — ' — I did not hear him say anything, but I saw 

cap several times. 

rDid any of the 3rd Dragoon Guards, who happened to be 

l.ieut.-Col. Breretou, follow the example set by him as 

_ ;ommanding officer 1 Yes. 

r Did you see Lieut.-Col.Brereion shake hands with the rioters, 

tbe rioters shake hands with bim. upon that occasion i 1 

w tbe rioters take bold of his hand, and shake it, as it hung 
lownby his side. 

Cro j»- ejrn m inerf. 

Was there any rioting in Queen-square on Suuday the 30lh, 

after the arrival uf the 3rd Dragoon Guards, until the arrival 

of tbe 14th Dragoons! 1 saw none, except hooting and 

•bo u ting, 

£,y the Court. 
What time elapsed between the arrival of tbe 3rd Dragoon 

Guards and the Ulh ? About a quarter of an hour. 

Was there a great mob in Qneen-square un Sunday morning i 

There was. 

Had tbe 3rd Dragoon Guards tbeir swords drawn on this oc- 
casion, and did they wave their swords on cheering ? They 

bad not. 

How then did tbey follow 

—They took tbeir helmet 

^met Chas. Kblsok, 3rd Dragoon Guards, examined an the 

ind Charge only. 

Was tbe troop of tbe 3rd Dragoon Guards, and one of tbe 

14th Dragoons, in Queen-square on Sunday morning, the 3Dth 

of Octo'ber, under Ibe command "if Lieut.-Col. Breretou? 

Thej were. 

Was the body of rioters there assembled very considerable f 

It was. 

. Did the troop of the 3rd Dragoon Guards arrive before or 

after the 14th ? Before. 

Did the mob cheer upon the arrival of the Srd Dragoon 
^t Guards in Queen-square ? ' No. 
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Did they cheer soon after the arrival of the 3rd Dragoon 

Guards, and before the arrival of the Uth Dragoons ! Ahoul 

hair an hour after the arrival oC the 3rd : and before the atrivil 
uf the Uth. 

Was that cheering ackniiwlcdeed by Lieut.-Col, Brerelou, 
and ir?o, state in what manner?-! did not perceive Ihat itwu. 

Did Lieut.-Col. Breretun take off bis cap or hat aD<) wave it 
upon that occasion i 1 did not perceive that he did. 

When the troop of the Uth arrived in Queen-square, wbil 
reception did it meet with from the rioter^iJ UooLingud 

Diayou observe Ihe rioters pelt the i4lh dragoons witbglav 
bottles, or other missiles, on that occa'^ion > Xo. 

Did jou hear any threats, or lernjs of execration, then, ntei 
by the rioters against the Uth ; if so, stale the terms employ- 
ed ! 1 did. " Take away the bloody blues." 

Creai'txarained, 

Was any Magistrate present in Queen-square with the IroDp 

on Sunday morning Ibe 30th, abonl ten o'clock? None, 

that 1 kueiv. 

By the CausT, 

Were you with Ihe troop of the 3rd dragoon guards the 
whole lime they were in the Square the morning ot the .'iOthi 
No. 

Did you hear the 3rd dragoon guards cheer, or did you see 

them lake oiT and wave Iheir helmets ! 1 did not bear them 

cheer, but I saw them tak.e off Iheir helmets. 

Sergeant- M ajar Mjrtik. 3rd Dragoon Guardt, examinei . 
on the aecojid charge onlj/. 

Were you on duty with a troop of the 3rd dragoon guards in 
Queen-square on Sunday morning the 30th Oct.? f was. 

When the Iroop arrived in Queen-square, did the mob rbeerr 
Not immediately, but very shortly after. 

Did Lieut.-Col. Brerelon in any way acknowledge those 
cheers; if so, in what manner 7 1 did nut see him acknow- 
ledge those cheers till after the withdrawal of the Uth. 

In what manner ? He raised his cap from bis head ; la* 

several of the mob lake him by the hand. 

Did he then wave bis cap to the rioters ? Yes. 

Did any of the 3rd dragoon guards who were near Lieut.-Col. 
Breretun do the same r 1 did not see them. 

Did the rioters make use uf any particular expressions when 

they cheered ; if so, state them ? They called out repeatedly 

" red jackets for ever, down with the bloody blues." 

Did Lieut.-Col. Breretcm attach himself more immediately 
to Ihe 3rd dragoon guards, or take that troop more under his 
personal command than the Uth, during the !£9lh and 30th 

Oct, ? 1 consider that be did. 

[Lieut.-Col. Brereton declined to cross-examine,] 
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Wm. Harm.ir. Esq. Salicilor, examined nn the ind charge. 

Were you in Cullege-^rueii about 11 o'clork on Sunday 
morning, SiHliOct,? Vcs. 

Did Tuu see u crowd iu or about the Green at thit time? 
Yes. 

Was Lieut.-Col. Brercton near or amongst that crowd ! 1 

saw him entering on horseback, and several boys and men fol- 
iDwiDEhim. 

Did you hear any conversation between him and tlie mob 
,irliich particularly attracted your notice? if so, state the nature 

of it? The mob were using very cross expressions towards 

the blues,3S "down with the bloody bliies— murder the blues:" 
I heard several such remarks; cannot recollect all the cxnrcs- 
LS about 10 yards from Lieut. -Col. Brereton ; 1 think 
he said, " I ani going to send them out of town." 

Did you shortly anerwards see LieuL'ColoncI Brereton in 
Qneen-square ? 1 did. 

Did you on that occasion hear TJent.-Col. Brercton make u'^c 
of any laoguagc to the mob which particularly attracted your 

Aentiiini if so, state it? The mob were exulting about 

Ue 141h dragoons; he said " I have sent them out of town," 
and the mob cheered. 

Did Licut.-Col. Brereton in any way aclinowledge thechctir 

ing of the mob ? Not that 1 recollect. 

[I.icut.-Col. Brercton declined to cross-examine. J 

Capt. GaiiE, iXth Brasooas, Ejrainiaed on^d and Sd rhargeK. 

Was a troop of the 14th dragoons ordered into Queen-sqnare 
under your command, on Sunday morning, .101b Oct., and at 
what hour ! Yes, about 10 o'clock. 

Was the body of rioters very considerable when von arrived ? 

What reception did the 14th dragoons meet with from the 

rioters on that occasion! Groans and hisses, and cries of 

" pull them off their horses." 

Were the l4tb dragoons threatened and pelted, as well as 

hissed and abused ? They were pelted immediately after we 

moved from the Square ; we were threatened and abused as 
loneaa we remained in the Square, but not pelted. 

Did Lieut.-Col. Brereton sometime afterwards order the 14th 
to leave the Square, and return to their quarters; if so, state in 

what terms the order was conveyed? Lieut.-Col. Brereton 

ordered me to retire immediately with the troop to theirquar- 
ters, as it was evident we were the whole and sole cause ol the 
disturbance that was then talcing place. 

Please testate what was the conduct of the rioters, and what 
the consequences of their conduct during the march of the 14th 

Dragoons from Queen-square to their stables ? Immediately 

■>n leaving the Square they closed in upon our rear, and petted 
us with stones and pieces of iron ; I twice faced the men about, 
and charged the mob ; they retreated into the houses and pelted 

; we formed up, and again commenced our retreat, and were 



i 



E 



8i2 THE BRISTOL RIOTS. 

^aia pelted as bcrorci we chained a third time ; at that hour 
in the morniDg, all the houses being opened, it was euj foe 
them to retire to places where we could not touch them ; in 
cousequeoce. I faced three men about ou the rear gaaid i Ibe 
men were ordered to present their piatuls, hut not to filct I 
remained io the rear of the troop myself, and observed that si 
first it had the effect of dispersing them ; but on arriving at SL 
Augustine's church, the; closed in upon the three men that 1 
had faced about, and 1 ordered' them to fire in self-defeoce i 
they did firei we continued our retreat in that way. covered 
with the skirmishers we had thrown out, to our quarters. 

Were you ordered by Lieut. -Col. Brereton to leave Bristol 
with a squadron of the 14th Dragoous on Sunday, the 30th of 
October; if so, at what hour .=——1 was ordered by Lie»t.-Col. 
Brereton to leave Bristol on Sunday, an I Imagine, between ono 
and two o'clock. 

State the mauDer and place in which that order was ronveyed, 
and CTerv thing which passed between Lieut.-Col. Brereton and 
at occasion i 1 received the order, verbally, from 

leut.-Cul- Brereton in (he yard of Fisher's livery stables : the 
■words were, " Capt Gage, march your squadron immediately 
out of Bristol I if you do not, the whole squadron will be mur- 
dered ;" at that rooment my own horse and about seveaprivata 
were at Leigh's livery stahfes, about fifty yards from Fisber'st 
some delay ensued from my having to seuo for them t and LieuL- 
Col. Brereton came to me a second time, and said, " for Ood's 
sake, Cap L Gage, will you get out of town!" I asked him 
where we were to go ) lie answered '■ any where you please, 
only go away ;" some man in the crowd (I hcljeve an U!>tler in 
the yard) proposed that the troop should he sent to Keynsbami 
Lieut.-Cot. Brereton said ■' Keynaham will doi now, Capl. 
Gage, march your squadron offatatrot i" I moved off at strut, 
and we were again much pelted by the mob ; a man and hor>r 
in the rear of the squadron tell i the mob immediately attempted 
to rush upon him ou the ground ; wo faced a party in the rear 
to protect this man. and llhink 1 heard two or three shots fired i 
am not positive how manj ; we rescued the man, and werew 
more molested, but continued our march to Keynshara. 

Did Lieut.-Col. Brereton on Sunday morning, the SOtli tt 
October, prior to the march of the squadron of the 14th Qn- 
goons from Bristol, make any enquiry, or call for any report 
from you, as to the state and efficiency of the men and horMS! 
None whatever on Sunday morning. 

In what state, as to the freshness and efficiency for duty, were 
the men and horses at the time the squadron marched out of 

Bristol 1 1 conceive the squadron was capable of performing 

any duty cavalry could be called upon to perform. 

Do you consider the construction of b Isher's livery stable* 
lo he such as to have enabled you and your squadron to have 
defended the stables against any attack of the rioters?— -I 
conceive that six men, three at each gateway, could hold it 
against any mob. 
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When Lieut. -Col. Brereton ordered you to remove the l+lb 
Dragoons aa voii have stated, did he not order you tu remove 
Ihem to Brislineton ; and as there was but one public'hou'w 
there, if jou did uot gel accommodation there, tu push on to 
Keyiisham ? And did he not at the time direct you the road to 
BrUlingtoii ! 1 do not rceollecl Lieut.-Col. Brereton order- 
ing me to Brisliiiglon; but several people* belonging to the 
yard named di tit: rent places. 

When Licut.-Col. Brereton ordered jou to rninove the Uth 
u 50U have stated, did he not order jou to keep the horses sad- 
dled, and to he read; to he recalled as soon as there should be 

a re-inforccment } Lieut.Xul. Brereton ordered rne to keep 

ihe squadron in readiness : but 1 am nut aware that anything 
was said about a rc-iuforcement of troops. 

Was not General Pearson in company with Lieut.-Colonel 
Brereton at Fisher's livery stables, at the time when jou removed 
(he I4lh Dragoons: and did not General Pearson accompany 

JOU towards Brislington? General Pearson was present when 

«tt left the yard, and accompanied the squadron to the Hot wells 
ufarasaturniugwhich led to hisown house at Cliiloii. There 
be left ns saying ne would go how,e, wishing us success, or luck , 
Of words to that effect; and said he should very likely corae 
out to see us at Kcjnsham either that evening or the next 
morning. 

On the arrival of the 14th from Queen-square at their stables 
on Sunday morning the 30th, did not Li cut. -Colon el Brereton 

send to you a sergeant for a. report of the reason of firing ! 

Just before I arrived at the stables, a soldier overtook me, and 
asked me what the firing was about? 1 do not recollect that he 
said he came from Lieut. Colonel Brereton. 1 told him 1 had 
been attacked in the streets, and 6.ted in self-defence. I have 
said I do not recollect that he told me he came from Lieut-Col. 
Brereton, but the impression on my mind is, that he did. 
Re-examined. 

Did you not proceed with the squadron of l-tth dragoons 
from College-green to Keyusham by a circuitous route, and 

really with the orders from Lieut.-Col. Brereton to do so > 

1 am not aware that the roul« was a circuitous one} but a more 
private road than going through the town was pointed out by 
Colonel Brereton. 

fTit. GBEGOnr, Esq. yittorney, examined on and and 4th 
Chargeti. — second cbarge. 



Yes. 

Was Lieut.-Col. Brereton present? Not when I was first 

in the Square, hut be came soon after. 

Did you hear any conversation between Lieut.-Col. Brereton 

and the mob on that occasion; if so, slate Hi After the 

troop of the Uth arrived, the mob became very clan 
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upon whicli I ■ian Lieut.-CnI. Brereton go iniiidc (he rails un 
Iht gravel walk of the Square, and the mi>l) bee;an to cheer him 
aud lake hold of hU hand. He then addressed them, and aid 
if the soldiers iif the 14th were obnoxious to them, be would 
send them awaj, or words to that effect. 

Did )ou observe anj jiarticular conduct on the part of the 
rioters toward; the llth dragoons, or ou the part of the Ittb 

dragoons towards the rioters; if so. state it? Before Ueul.- 

Ciil. Brereton went to the mob as I have before stated, 1 saw 
one of tbe rioters, standing near a tree opposite where I wax, 
throw part of a glass bottle at the last roan but three of the I4U( 
upon which the soldier iiumediaLclj' drew his pistol, (I believe 
tbe officer interfered) but be did not fire. 



Was you preecut in tbe Guildhall ou the afternoon of thtl 
day, when there vias a discussion between ^ome of the civil 
authorities and Lieut. -Col. Brereton as to the expedient} of 
immediately recalling the 14th dragoons into this city ? — I wu. 

Did yon hear anj' of the municipal aulhoritiesaddressLieuU 
Col. Brereton on that suhjcct; if so, mention in what tcnw? 

■ 1 did ; I heard the Town-Clerk saj to Lieut.-Col. Breie- 

ton, " Col. Brereton we must send for the I4th ;" the Lieut- 
Col, said something I did not diatinctlj hear ; the Tonn-Clerk 
immediately said, " Lieut.-Col. Brereton 1 demand that vuu 
immediately send for the 14th ;" the Lieut.-Colonel replied, 
" I will not, sir." 

[Lieut.-Col. Brereton declined to cross-examine.] 
By the COfUT. 

Did Lieut.-Col. Brereton in yonr hearing express any doiibl 
as to the authority of the Town-Clerk to give him (Lieut.-Cul. 
Brereton] the directions of the Mayor and Magistrates as, lu 
sending for the I4th i Certainly not. 

Corporal Wis. Siiith, Srd Dragoon Guards, examined tfn 
Second Charge. 

Wasyoutvithatroopof Srd dragoon guards on duty in Queen* 
square, on Sunday morning, 3Dth Oct. i — Yes. 

Did you observe Lieut.-Col. Brereton at any time on tlul 
morning in Queen-square, go up to and address the rioteit' 
Ya. 

State the conversations between Lieut.'Col Brereton and the 
rioters on that occasion, which you heard ? — Lieut.-Colonel 
Brereton rode into the Square, took olFhis cap, and addressed 
the mob, "for God^s sake, my good fellows, go home;" an 
answer was made, " we will not go till the 14th is removed)" he 
answered, " if I send the 14th out of town, will jou disperse ?" 
tbe mob returned, yes, they would, and began huxzaing for the 
King and Reform i Lieut.-Col. Brereton returned to the I4th, 
and shortly afterward they went, threes left, aud marched off. 
[Lieut-Col. BrerelDU declined to cross-examiae.J 
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Mr. JOHK FishSR, Repository, examined on Sif and 3d Chargei, 
_ Was the greater part of a squadron of tbc 14th dragoons 
Pnationed in your repository on Sunday, 30th Oct. 1831 ?— Yes. 
■ Did you hear Lieut.-Cul. Brerctan, about noon on that day, 
give orders for tho march of tbc 11th dragoons from Bristol ; if 
90, state in what manner these ordersi were given ; and any con- 
versation which took place at that lime between Lieut.-Cul. 

Brereton and the officers of lilh ! Lieut. -Col. Brereton 

came into the yard; Gapl. Musgra\e nas present ; Lieut.-Col. 
Brereton said the 14th must leave town ; Capt. Musgrave a^ked 
Lieut.-Col. Brereton what for P Lieut.-Col. Brereton said it 
was through killing that unfortunate man at the top of the 
Fithay, in Wine-street; Lieut.-Col. Brereton said again the 
~"th must leave town ; Capt. Musgrave asked by whose orders ? 
said by the orders of the Mayor and \fagistrates ; in the 
' — time Capt. Gage came i Capt. Musgrave said to Captain 
^ the Uth must leave the town; I then asked Lieut -Col. 
'ereton, Capt. Musgrave, and Capt. Gage, to walk up into 
nntiog-bousct Lieut.-Col. Brereton told Capt. Gage the 
lUst leave the town i Capt. Gage said " what are we to 
the town for!" Lieut.-Col. Brereton repeated, "for 
ling that unfortunate man at the top of the Pithay ;'' Capt. 
^e asked " who is to give me orders for the 14tb to leave trie 
iwn }" Lieut.-Col. Brereton said, " I will t" Capt. Gage then 
;ed where he was to go ? the Lieut. -Colonel said they were 
to leave the town by way of Gloucester-house, to go to JSris- 
lington ; if they could not get in at Brishngton, to go on to 
Keynsham ; 1 gave Lieut.-Col. Brereton a piece of paper to 
write an order for Capt.-Gage; Lteut.-Col, Brereton wrote 
something (I do not know what) on the paper, and ordered me 
to get on a hor<ie and shew them the "way ; 1 did not do so. 
How far is Keynsham from Bristol by the direct road, and 

how far by the Hotwells! Five miles by the direct road, 

About six by the Hotwells. 

Please to state, as briefly as you can, the construcliou of your 
range of stables, and ride, and the number of horses of the 14th 
Dragoons contained therein on Sunday, the 30th of October ! 

Our ride is about fortv-eight ynrils long, stables on both 

the right and left. 

How many horses of the 14(h Dragoons were contained there- 
in ( ^We have stalls for forty-three -. but there from fifty to 

sixty horses ot the 14th Dragoons between eight and nine in the 

Are there folding doors at each end of the aide, which close ou 

einside, and are secure uuless forced from without f Yes. 

[ A. conversation here took place as to putting a question to 
Kie witness, which terminated in the Fresidcnt announcing, 
" the prisoner admits that the squadron was fit for any duly."'J 

For what reason had jou sent your horses out of the slables 
at the time when Lieut.-Col, Brereton ordered the Uth Dra- 

Soons to leave Ihc town? Alderman Daniel and Uuder- 
bcriff Hare called on Saturday, wishing me to make all Ihr 
room I could for the soldiers. 
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Capi. C. MoiuadFE, examined on iitd Charge. 
Was jnu present at Fisher's slablcs un Suodaj, the SOthui 
October, when Lieut.-Col. Breretoa ordered thL- squadros 01 
the lah DragooDSto leave Bristol i 1 was. 

State what passed bctweeo Lieut. -Col. Brereton and Captaiii 

Gage, or jourself, on that occasion ? Lieut. -Cut. Breretoa. 

about eleven o'clock on Sunday morning, came to Fisher's 
stahles, and required to see Capt. Gage, saying Capt. Gage's 
squadron must instantly leave Bristol i Capt. Gage came ia, 
hairing left part ofhia troop in tliestablesi Lie ut.-Col. Brereton 
told Capt. Gage he must leave Bristol as quickly as possible, 
and not lose a moment, as the safety of the city dcpendiid on 
their going. 

Was the squadron followed from Fisher's stable by the IdvIj, 
and was it hissed and abused by them 1 Yes. 

Did this happen in sight of Lieut.-Col. Brereton f 1 Hi 

Is there sufficient spec in the ride for the number of Dr»- 
goons that were in Fisher's yard 10 form up when mounled ; 

Hardly room for sixty mounted men. 

[Lieut.-Col. Brereton declined cross-examining.] 

Mr. John JoansO!/, glast -maker, examined an 2nd Charge anlf. 

Were you present in Queen-square on Sunday morning the 

30th of October I and if so, were you in a situation to have a 

good view of what was going on J Yes ; on the top of the 

Custom-house- 
Were any of the troops there ; and if so, was Licut.-Coload 

Brereton with them ? Yes; tiieSrd Dragoons nearly opposite 

the Mansion-house, and the I4tl) nearly opposite the Custoin- 
house. I saw Lieut.-Col. Brereton pass and repass several 

f the conduct of LienL- 

fouleftthe Square! 

1 saw some thousands of persons, and the rioters who were 
nearest to me I saw insult the 14th repeatedlv with stones and 
stielu. I saw one of the rioters nearly knock one of the IMt 
off his horse. The Ulh were hissed and hooted in every diRC- 
tion until they were taken out of the Square. I saw Liell.^ 
Col, Brereton pass and repass continually, and take ofT his wt 
and huzza to the mob, who were running after him, taking hoU 
of his hand, &c. lie pulled off bis hat, and made his obeisance 
to the lowest of the low. 

[Lieut.-Col. Brereton declined cross-examiaing.] 
Capl, Joan Cook, Gtouceater Militia, examined on ilh Charge. 
Were you present in the Guildhall on the afternoon of Sun- 
day, the SOtb of October, when there was a discussion between 
some of the Civil Authorities and Lieul.-Col. Brereton, as to 
the expediency of immediately recalling the )4th Dragoons 

into the cityj 1 was in the Guildhall about three o'clock, 

Lieut.-Col. Brereton arrived a fcwminutc'i aflcr. Mr. Ludlow 



and asked if he was 
of the state iu which the cU} then was ; and that the 
:rs had been released from the Bridewell, which was then 
luniiDg, und the rioters, he believed, were then proceeding to 
the City Gaol ; and he asked if the; were not to have the assiat- 
of the troops. I thiuk Lieut.-Col. Brereton said they 
jaded and unfit for service, and as the mob was irritated 
ist them their lives would be in danger. Mr. Ludlow said, 
ia that a soldier's reason for keeping them away 1 I demand 
e return of the I4lh from Kef nsham i and I certainly shall 
:l it my dnty to report this, if it is not done by any one else, 
the proper quarter." I do uut remember any reply. There 
\a a general exclamation in the hall, that they were lost with- 
it the support of soldiers. 

[Lieul.-Col. Brereton declined cruss-esamining.] 
Gem^ral SirC. Dalbiac here announced, that the evidence 
I the second, third, and fourth char^-es won closed ; and as the 
bstance of the former part of thelilth charge was conveyed iu 
B evidence already heard, he should now proceed to the latter 
Lrt of the fifth charge. 

riFTH C HA an E>— LATTER PART. 

C»rnel C. Kblsos, 3rd Dragoon Guerdi, examined, 
' Were yon ordered with a detachment of 3rd dragoou guards 
f> proceed to the new gaol uu Sunday, SOth Oct. i if so, slate 
" " scisely as jou can, the time when you marched from Col. 

^ CTcen for that purpose ! 1 nas ordered so to do ; the 

'ctnchment marched from College-green at nearly half-pa«l 3. 
In marching through Cullege-green, did you see Lieut.-Col* 
Ireretou ; and if so, state particularly any orders you received 

^um him on that occasion ? 1 saw Lieut.-Col. Brereton. and 

Iwas ordered by hicn to go to the gaol ; I asked him what I was 
to du when 1 got there ! he replied that he could give me no 
orders to act ; he could fmd no Magistrate to give him orders ; 
ny violence ; hut to go there and 

What numbers did your force consist of when you marched 
through Collese-green ; and what iiumbers when you arrived 

before the gaoO Eleven men when I passed through CoUege- 

_ 1 twenty when I arrived at the Gaol. 

State every thing which you did with the detachment, and 
every thing that came under your observation with respect to 
'the rioters, from the period of your arrival in front of the Gaol 

_tliitil your return to College-green } On my arrival at the 

'Onol I saw an immense mol> collected i 1 marched the men to 
the Oaol door, and saw a great number of people inside the gaol -. 
the) were knocking somethings to|jicces; I put my men threes 
ftbout, and took them back to College-green. 

Did you, on your return to College-green, report your arrival 
to Lieut.-Col. Brereton in person ; if so, slate every thing that 
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passed between jou a.ud him when jou reported youi 
t.-Col. r 



1 rcuur 



;uurted my arrival lu Lieut.-Cul. Brcreton iu person; He 
e nhat I had done at the Gaol ; I said I had done whit 
he told me— nothing (laughter) , he tuld me that he heard thU 
1 ha.ll shoLfour men there ; 1 replied thatl hod doDenothiDgoE 
the sort ; he told me 1 had acted perfectly right. 

As precisely as you possibly can, state the hour of yOHTN 

reporting your return to Licut.-Col. Brereton ? About fevr 

or a quarter past. 

Croas'Sxamined, 
Did you not tell Lieut. -Col. Breretoti, on your return from 
the Gaol, on the 30th oF October, that you fouud ten thousaiid 
rioters there, and could do nothing against them, and you could 
uot find any Magistrate ur Civil Authority there f 1 recol- 
lect telling Lieut.-Col. Breretou that I saw an immense mob at 
the Gaol, (but I caouot specify number) destroying it, and that 
1 had done nothing to check them ; 1 do uot recollect H 
nnylhiog about Magistrates. 

The Court was llieii adjourned. 



SUICIDE OF LIEUT.-COL BRERETOl 

The investigation was brought to an abrupt teriuliid' 
lion, by Lieut.-Col. Breretou coiuinitlinfj self-destruction- 
After the proceedings of Thursday, Colonel Brereton 
dined with some friendls at Reeve's Hotel, College-place, 
whence he drove home in his gig to his residence M 
Lawrence-hill, about a mile from Bristol, about elerai 
o'clock. He had, during the evening, been labouring 
under a distracted state of mind, which indeed was M 
be expected, from the grave nature of the charges OB 
which he had been brought to trial. After reacBW 
home, he sat up until about three in the morning', \nf$: 
he retired to his bed-room. It had been his invariaw 
custom, the last thing before going to bed, to kiss m 
little daughters, his only children, (one three, the other 
six years of age) who had slept with his hou&ekecper 
ever since the decease of Mrs. Brereton, The house- 
keeper, iu consequence, never went to bed until the 
Colonel had paid the usual parental visit to his children. 
On Friday morning, however, Colonel Brereton did not 
go into the children's room, and the housekeeper, shortly 
after he had entered his own apartment, heard the report 
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of n pistol. She immediately went into lier master's 
room, and found him extended on his bed, and quite 
dead ! He had shot himself through the heart with a 
pistol, which he had put to his side leith his left hand ! 
The hand which had commitled the fatal deed remained 
in nearly the position it must have taken to fire ; the 
right hand was lying by his side ; he had taken off his 
coat, waistcoat and boots, and this vircumstance seems 
to indicate that the fit uf mental agony and distraction 
which prompted him to commit suicide was Tery sudden, 
BABd instantly acted upon. 



THE COURT-MARTIAL, 

The Court met on Friday morning at the usual hour, 
■d evidence having been given that the Prisoner was 
Kid, Sir Chas. Dalbiac addressed a few sentences 
I the Court, in the course of which he said, " If the 
telligence of the tragical event which has just oc- 
i has caused pain to this honourable Court, how 
ich more deeply must it have afflicted the individual 
^O has had to sustain the arduous task of being the 
tosecutor of Lieut. -Col on el Brereton ! I rise, geutle- 
l^n, under feelings of greater embarrassment than I 
ar experienced in the whole course of my life. I have, 
ver, one consolation, and that is Indeed a great 
1 declared to you in my opening address, that I 
entered this Court without the slif^htest tinge of personal 
prejudice towards the prisoner, and I now repeat that 
assertion, as I would before my Grod. I knew him not, 
nor chd I even know his person, until the 17th of Nov. 
last, when I was ordered to preside in this room over a 
Court of Enquir}', appointed to investigate the causes of 
the Bristol Riots. I was sent here at the suit — -I may 
say the command — of my King, whose commission I 
have the honor to bear, as the Prosecutor of Lieut.-Col. 
Brereton ; and if it had been ray duty to appear in''a 
similar manner against my personal friend or my brother 
officer, I shoidd have pursued the same eom^e as I have 
adopted towards the unfortunate prisoner who is now 
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The President observed, he was expressing the 
conviction of the Court when he said that the manner in 
which Sir Charles Dalbiac had conducted the prosecu- 
tion was most honourable to him, and that no proceeding 
could have been accompanied with less of acrimony or 
personal hostility. 

The Court was then cleared, and an Officer v^as after- 
wards dispatched to the Commander-in-Chief, with 
information of the event which had put a stop to the 
proceedings. 
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COURT-MARTIAL ON CAPT. W/VRRIN(iTON, 

Of the 3rd Dragoan Guards. 



The eudden death of Lieut. -Colonel Breretou huving 
interrupted the investigation into the conduct of the 
Military during the Riots, the C om in auder-iit -Chief 
directed a Court-Martial to be held on C apt. Warrington, 
who was in command of a troop of the 3rd Dragoon 
Guards on that important occasion. 

The Court was composed of the same Oilicers as on 
the trial of Colonel Brereton, and was held at the same 
pkcc. Major-Gencral Sir Charles Dalbiac was 
again the Prosecutor. The proceedings couiuienccd 
on Tuesday the 17th Jau. when the following Charges 
were exhibited against the Prisoner ; — 

I.— That be, Captain Warrington, lieing on the oight of 
Sunday, the 30th ot October, 1S3 1, in the persoQu) comnia.nd of 
B troop of tile 3rd regiment of dragoon guards in the city of 
BriBtol, at a titae when that cit^ was the scene of most out- 
rageous and alarming riots, — insomuch that the said troop had 
been repeatedly called out by order of the Magistrates to quell 
the rioters, and at a time when several public and other build- 
ings in the said city had been fired bj the rioters, some whereof 
were already consumed, and others were still in flames ; and at 
a time when by reason of the circumstances aforesaid, it was 
peculiar!} necessary that the said troop, being then the only 
military force in Bristol, should act in the most prompt and 
effectual manner for the protection of the city, and that he. 
Captain Warrington, as the couiraander of the same, should 
use every exertion for that purpose, subject to the orders of 
Iiieut.-Colonel Brereton, who then held the chief military com- 
mand in the city i and when it therefore behoved the said Capt, 
Warrington tu forward instantly and without delay to the said 
Lieut. -Brereton, every requisition that might be made, or intel- 
ligence that might be conveyed to him. Captain Warrington, ur 
to Ihe quarters of the said troop, calllug tor the services of the 
wid troop in the city, or shewing the same to be necessary j 
nevertbefess he. Captain Warrington, being, between eleven 
and twelve o'clock on the said Sunday night, applied to at the 
uld quarters, where he was in command, by Mr. Thomas 
Kloglon, a merchant In Bristol, and informed by him, as thi 
fact was, that the rioters were about to fire theCustom-boi" 
firbtol, and that the presence and services of the troop 
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urgently and immediately required in Queen-square, «l 
Custom-house then stood, in order to save that building, orlu 
tbat effect, did not onlj refuse to order out the said Iroaf, ur 
any part therc-of, or to take any step for the purpose so stitci, 
but used no means oF conveying the informatiou so received bj 
him, or the purport thereof, to the sajd l.ieut.-Coh Bretclw. 
or of obtaining from the said Lient.-Col, Brereton any ordm 
applicable to the occasion : the said Capt. Warrington thetebj, 
as far as in him lay, leaving the said Custom-house at the mcrcj 
of the rioters, hy whom in fact the same was shortly afterMfdi 
set on fire and totally destroyed. 

II.— For that afternards, thai is on Monday morning, the Slst 
Oct., 1831, he, Capt. Warrington, being, as before, in theper- 
sonal command of the said troop of the 3rd dra|O0D guard), 
then the only military force in Bristol, and when tne liotawue 
raging in that city mlh in-creased and destructive Tiolence, i 
letter being, about half-past three o'clock on the said morning, 
delivered to, and left nith. the said Capt. Warrington at tb« 
quarters of the said troop, where he was then in command, 
which letter was from C. Pinney, Esq., the Mayor of Bristol, 
and was addressed to Lieut.-Cof.Brereton, or the Officer "com. 
manding his Majesty's troops." — [The letter was here recited.] 
—And he, Capt. Warrington, having then read the said letter, 
and it being thereupon hia bounden duly either to act on the 
said letter without delay, or if his orders did not allow of his 
eo doing, then in that case immediately to transmit the said 
letter or to communicate the contents or purport thereof to 
the said Lieut.-Col. Brereton < nevertheless he. Captain War- 
rington, neither acted on the said letter as aforesaid, nor trans- 
tnitted or communicated the same, or the contents or purport 
thereof to Iiieut.-Col. Brereton, but on the contrary retained 
such letter in his possessiun, without taking any step whatever 
in relerence to, or in consequence of. the same, until some tine 
afterwards, when he was applied to by a Magistrate in personi 
by reason of which conduct on the part of him, Capt. Warri^ 
too, the said troop remained inactive in its quarters for upmrl* 
of an hour after his receiving the said letter; during wbick 
interval of time the rioters being left without opposition urcM- 
trol, sacked and fired several houses, and deiilroycd a gidt 
amount of other properly, 

III.— For that during the aaid 30th and 31sl of October, 1831. 
while the said rioters were perpetrating acts of gross and in- 
creasing outrage in the city of Bristol, so that the said city for 
many successive hours appeared in iramiuent danger of deslruc- 
tion, at periods when it was peculiarly important that the said 
troop of the 3rd Dragoon Guards, being tncn the only military 
force in the city, should be commanded and directed in the 
most efficient manner, for the protection of the city under every 
emergency that might arise, and when for that purpuse it was 
necessary that the said Capt. Warrington, be being the only 
commissioned officer In Bristol with the said troop, exceptini^' 
young Comet of not more than sixteen n">"ti'>^' iPfuii—SBi 
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, should cooslanlly remaiu at or withio imraediale call of 

e quarters of the said troi']i, while the troop continued there, 

i order to superintend and direct any movement required of it, 

^d tbat in case of the troop or any detachment thereuf being 

^ered out to meet and iiut down the rioters, he. Captain 

Harrington, should himselt accumpaoy and command the same, 

d tbat he, Capt. Warrington, should at every rooDient be 

tdjr and on the alert for thu pcrfonnaace uf the said ^rvices -. 

hrertbeless he, Capt. Warrington, greatly neglected or violated 

■ duty in the said several respects, and .especially in the fol- 

ig instances: — 

1st.— In that be, the said Ca[it. Warrington, at or about 
four o'clock in the afternoon oft he said 30 tb of Oct., when 
a detachment of the said troop, consisting of two-thirds, or 
thereahouls, of the disposable part thereof, was ordered 
out to the city gaol, which was then allackedand threaten- 
ed with destruction by the rioters, permitted such detach- 
ment to march to that service under the sole command of 
the said Cornet — he, the said Capt. Warrington, meanwhile 
remaining inactive in quarters. 

Sdly.— In thai the said Capt. Warrington did afterwards, 
in tbe course of the said 30th of Oct., the troop having 
been in its quarters, altogether absent himself from the 
said quarters, and from the neighbourhood thereof; and 
remained absent from thesamefor a very considerable lime, 
during which time, namely, at or about eight o'clock in 
the evening, a detachment of the troop, consisting of nearly 
the whole of the disposable part thereof, being called out 
to protect the palace of the Bishop of Bristol from a vio- 
lent attack made thereon by the rioters— such detachment 
proceeded to the said palace under tbe command of one 
troop officer only, being the young Cornet before men- 

Sdly. — In that he, Capt. Warrington, having returned to 
the said quarters, during the absence of Ibe detachment on 
tbe said service, be in placcof thereupon proceeding to Join 
the same, or of waiting its return, did, before the return 
of the detachment to (|uarters, wbich was about 10 o'clock 
tbe same evening, retire to bis bed. 

Lastly. — In tbat he, Capt. Warrington, between four and 
and five o'clock in the morning of the said SIst of October, 
when a detachment of the troop, consisting of about two- 
thirds of the disposable part thereof, was again called out 
to stop the progress of the rioters in destroying tbe build- 
ings in Queen-square, did again permit the said detachment 
to proceed on such service, under tbe sole command of the 
said young Cornet, while he, the said Captain, himself re- 
mained in qitarlers. 
Such conduct as aforesaid, on the part oftbe said Captain 
Warrington, evincing a want of the vigour and activity requisite 
in tbe situation in which he was placed, being highW unbecom- 
log and disgraceful to bis character as an officer, and calculated 
^L to bring dishonour on his Majesty's service. 
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The President, Sir Henry Fane, exj>res8t 
readiness to atTord every possible accoiuiiiodation wn 
Capt. Warrington, and requested to know whni k I 
would be ready to meet the Charges. Capt. Waning 1 
ton named the 35tb, when, he trusted, he should tit ' 
enabled to brinj^forwardevidenceto juslily hiscondnM, 1 
notwithstanding the nielaucholy eveut of the dealh ni I 
Lieutenant-Colonel Brereton, which had deprived hm I 
of the principal evidence in his favour. 

Second Day— Wednenday, Jan. ^5, 1«32. 

The Court having met this day pursuant to adjoura- 
mcnt, the Charges were then read over seriatim In 
Captain Warrington, mho pleaded to each Not Guilty. 

Sir Charles Dalbiac then rose, and in a niaana 
evincing, when he had occasion to allude to tiu 
unhappy termination of the previous Court Martial OH 
Colonel Brereton, considerable feeling and eraotiaOi 
delivered the followinjf address : — 

" Mr. President, and the Members of this Honorable 
Court,- — It is with feelings of an afflictive nature that 1 
present myself for the second time before ii General 
Couit Martial in the character of a public proseentor. 
I appear at the suit of the King, to conduct the pro- 
secoition in the trial of Capt. Wairington, the prisoner at 
your bar. I say it is with feelings of an afflictive natvie 
that I find myself once more engaged iu this most 
invidious line of duty ; nor is there, I am persuaded, 
a single member of the Court who will affirm that tbif 
expression is too strong for the occasion. The ofilw 
which I have to sustain is attended, at all times, ifid 
under any circumstances, with infinite pain and euihu- 
rassment. What then must it be when carried on, a 
it were, imder the very shadow of that awfiil catastroplic, 
vrith which all who now hear me, scarcely less than the 
Prosecutor in this trial, have been so recently and so 
painfully aBected? What must it he, when every step 
we take, every witness we examine, every fact we touch 
upon, may, peradventiue, call np the remembrance of 
events, which, as connected with the proceedings of a 
• former Court, every generous heart would williiigi^ 
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lOsign to oblivion f And yet under these overwhelm- 
^ T«collectionB, my duty calls upon me to proceed 
^ht onward. I must trt^ad the very same ground 
liich is stamped mth images of sadness ; I must inevit- 
tf revert, at times, to those vei-y proceedings which 
^ITC been brought to so calamitous and so tragical a 
cnination, I need hardly add, however, that my own 
"Ings will irresistibly prompt me, throughout this 
id, to spare the Court, the public, and myself, but 
wcially those who through friendship or consangni- 
y, arc more intimately concerned, the pain of any 
e to a general CourtMarlial recently held within 
I Hal], whenever the course of our proceedings will, 
^ poaaihilitif, enable me to abstain from it. 
"But I mil dwell no longer on the emotions which 
ress me, under this renewed demand upon my 
tions, well assured that they must be fully under- 
iod by every member of the present Court, I will 
Address myself at once to the task which lies before me, 
forming as it does a series of painful but unavoidable 
duties, closely connected with each other. The nature 
of this connexion, with respect to the present case, will 
be best understood from a brief detail of the circnm- 
stancos which have led to the trial of Capt. Warrington, 
as well as to my being commanded to conduct the pro- 
secution ; whicli circumstances I will accordingly submit 
for the information of the Court. 

" Gen. Lord Hill had commanded a Court of Enquiry 
tfl assemble at Bristol, on the 17th November, to inves- 
tigate the conduct of the Officer who held the command 
of the troops, during the unfortunate occurrences which 
took place in this city on the 39th, 30th, and 31st Oct. ; 
which Court was composed of tLe following Officers : — 
President : Major-General Sir C. Dalbiac ; Members : 
Col. Sir E. Miles, 89th regiment ; Col. Fei^uson, 52d 
Light Infantry; Lieut.-Col. Lord Loughborough, Otli 
~ ~ iDcers j Major Walcot, Koyal Horse Artillery, 

" Capt. Warrington's Troop of the 3rd Dragoon 
I^Ouards had formed a part of the force which was placed 
■At the disposal of the Municipal Authorities of Bristol, 
B-Vpon the occasion above referred to, Capt. Warrington 
■Iteiiig himself in command of the troop; his evidence, 
*flierefore, was deemed essential to the investigation, to 
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which tlic proceedings of the Court of Inquiry ha 
directed^and he was accordingly instructed to n 
to Bristol, to attend thi.' Court, when it nsscniiilttii iu 
this Hall on the 17th of Novemher. 

" Previous, howeTcr, to the examination of Capiain 
Warriniarton, the Court was in possession of otlu-r eti- 
dence, touching the events of the last three days of Oct, 
which appeared (in the Court's opinion) to reflect, in a 
serious manner, upon the conduct of Captain Warring- 
ton ; and the Court came to the decision, that it tnw 
out of their power to receive his evidence ; lest, in maiiT 
very important points, upon which that evidence had 
been deemed essential, his replies to questions, to bs 
put by the Court, luigfht implicate his own conduct. A 
minute to that effect was eutered upon the proceedings. 

Captiin Warring^ton was required to attend in Conrl ; 
the minute whicli had heeu entered upon the proceed- 
ings was read to him, and he was informed of the cii- 
cumstauces which had led to the Court's decision. Cuft 
Warrington very properly addressed a commmucation 
on the subject, to the Commanding Officer of hit 
regiment, and, with equal propriety, submitted to the 
A^utant-General, for the consideration of Genera! 
Lord Hill, a request that his conduct might undergo 
investigation. This request of Captain Warrington ac- 
companied a report, explanatory of the circumstances, 
which {as President of the Court of Inciuiry) I forwardnd 
to the Adjutant-General, lo be laid before the General 
Commanding in Chief. 

" An investigation, however, before a Coui't of !■- 
tiuiry, could auurd no further information, relativeli 
Capt. Warrington's case, iLan what had aJready beM 
recorded in the proceedings of the Court then sitlb^. 
The General Commanding in Chief directed, thercfoie, 
that Capl. Warrington's case should be submitted to tl* 
decision of a General Court Martial. 

" Such are the circumstances niider which Captain 
Warrington has now to answer before you, to llie 
charges which have been preferred against him. With 
respect to the general cliaracter of those chaises, the 
collective judgment of this Court will form a far moR- 
correct estimate than any I could presume to suboiit, 

" It is also unnecessary that I should go inlon 
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letajl of tlie circuQistauces upon wliicli each particular 
barge is grounded. There is no len^hencd chain uf 
icidentH to uuite — do intricate thread of events to un- 
CoiiTiction upon each charge may be said to 
^t, for the most part, upon the mere proof of certaiu 
Teged and distinct facts : aceordiiio; to the completion 
f which proof, or otherwise, the Court will have to 
S>nounce. 
* There are two or three points, however, which bear 
ton the charges geuerallj, to which it may be as well 
I allude at the present niomeul, although they will be 
IDught out separately in the course of the evidence to 
B produced. 

" I wish the Court to bear in mind that the Quarters 
I Capt. Warrington's troop, during the Bristol Riots, 
" e at Leigh's Bazaar — Capt. Warrington's own <juar- 
I being nearly contiguous thereto, at Reeve's Hotel. 
yra these quarters the Bishop's Palace, the Recriiit- 
» Office in College-green, and No. 2, in Unity-street, 
(in which the Officer then commanding in Bristol re- 
sided) are severally distant about 200 yards. Berkeley- 
square (whence the Mayor dispatched a letter to the 
Officer commanding His Msyesty's troops, at three 
o'clock in the morning of the 31st of October) is distant 
from the said quarters about 350 or 400 yards, and 
Queen-square (in which stood the Custom-house, and 
where the great destruction of property look place] 
about half a mile, a trifle more or less. 

" It is necessary I should remind the Court, that a 

f)Ortion of the testimony to be produced will relate to 
acts and circumstances which occurred during a period 
of extreme disorder and alarm. Some discrepancies in 
that testimony, as far as relates to questions of time, and 
certain other subordinate matters, must consequentlv be 
expected ; but I do not apprehend any difficulty wnat- 
cver in reconciling these slight disagreements, as to 
every essential point. 

" I have also to express my desire, and in so doin"; I 
beg to be understood as spe&king with the most perfect 
sincerity, that whenever in the course of these proceed- 
ings, a doubtful point may arise, whether as to the ad- 
mission or effijct of evidence, or any otiier mailer 
jubatever, such doubt may never be turned to the dis- 
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advantage of the party accused, but that, on the contL,, 
the decision of tne Court, in all such instances, may 
invariably be in favour of the prisoner, 

" Having thus submitted to the Court the circum- 
stances which have brought the prisoner before them, 
as well as a few observations with respect to the evidence 
to be produced, I have to solicit the attention of the 
Court to a few words respecting my own personal 
acquaintance with Capt. Warrington, and my own per- 
sonal feelings towards bim. My acquaintance, indeed, 
is one of no long standing, or of close intimacy. We 
were brought together by a single occasion of profes- 
sional duly ; which was the only opportunity ever afford- 
ed me of acquiring any knowledge of the prisoner, prior 
to the assemoly of the Court of Enquiry in this HaJl (m 
the I7th of November last. It will, therefore, hardly 
be suspected that I can be under the influence of any 
deep or overpowering solicitude concerning Captain 
Warrington as an individual^ and yet, in truth, I should 
be conscious of something little short of downright 
hypocrisy, were I to affirm that my own feelings on this 
occasion are absolutely neutral. Captain Warrington 
belongs to that particular branch of our military atx- 
vice, to which I have been devoted through a lon^ 
professional life of almost forty years ; Captain War- 
rington is attached to that particular poriion of the 
British army over which, by the most gracious favonr 
and confidence of His Majesty, I hold a proud, a dia- 
tinguished, a comprehensive snperintenclence, as llie 
Inspecting General of the Cavalry of Great Britain. I 
may, therefore, with etrict propriety, regard Captain 
Warrington as an officer under my own inimediite 
command. Furthermore, Capt. Warrington bel^agH 
to that particular regiment, which was brigaded mtt 
my own corps, the 4th Dragoons, when I had the good 
fortune, for the first time in my life, to di'aw my sword 
against the common enemy of Europe, in the field of 
Talavera, imder the auspiees of that gallant Oeneral 
who presides over this Court. Now, TUERE CANNOT 
BE A MEMBER OF THI9 HONOURABLE CoUHT BUT 
MUST HAVE FELT THE MAGIC OF THAT SyMPATHT 
WHICir BINDS THOSE CORPS WHICH HAVE FOUQ^ 
AND CONQUERED TOGETHER, AS IT WERE, 
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) BROTHERHOOD. I would fain 
appeal, therefore, to tLe gallant General — I would 
fain appeal to the gallant Officers who compose this 
Court— ia it likely, is it natural, is it possible, tliat I 
fihoald look witL indifference towards ihe issue of an 
investigation which involves the honour of that dis- 
tinguished corps, or of any individual belonging to it ? 
Honestly and distinctly do 1 declare, that my own per- 
sonal inclination is in favor of the prisoner at your oar. 
" In making this frank avowal, however, it caunol 
surely be neeiuul that I should employ many words to 
protect myself against perversion or misconstruction. 
It will not for a moment, I trust, be suspected that my 
^ard for the honor of a distinguished corps, or of any 
ividual attached to it, will cause me to bait in the 
>ht, though rugged, palh of duty. 
If 1 openly confess that feelings of solicitude for 
prisoner ore lurking in my own breast, what is this 
ftiesBion but a public pledge to guard myself against 
Ir secret influence, with the most jealous vigUance 7 
lat is it, but to call dotvn upon my own proceedings 
e most watchful and rigorous control on the part of 
>Be who are to pronounce judgment between the King 
\ the prisoner J What is it, bnt to invite the strict 
mtion of the service at large, to every step I take in 
B trial i What is it, but to bring to the severest test, 
i nncerity and the truth of my own professions, when 
declare, that my duty to my Sovereign is paramount 
!o' all other interests and feelings ? 

" I have said that the honor of this corps is dear and 
valuable to me. But in saying* this, do I not bind 
myself in the most solemn form, to preserve tJiat honour, 
unsuspected and unsullied; and to bring down the 
weighty arm of justice on all whose conduct may have 
flxed a stain upon it ? And, in adverting to the high 
and honoiu^ble post to which the gi'acious favor of my 
King has raised me, what have I done but proclaim the 
exceeding weight of my own responsibility I I should 
be a traitor to the noble service thus entrusted to inj 
superintendence, if every feeling and every faculty of 
mine were not ardently engaged in the preservation of 
' a welfare and efficiency — and of its welfahe and 
IFFICIENCY ITS HONOR IS THE VERY LIFE AND 
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SOUL. In committiiie; to my charge the interior' 
Domy and discipline of the British Cavahy, his Majesty 
has, in a moat especial manner, constituted me one m 
the guardians of its reputation ; in which (par 
MORE EMINENTLY THAN ITS NUMBERS OB ITS SUB- 
ORDINATE DETAILS) LIES THE BEAL SECRET OF ITS 
GLORY AND ITS FORCE. 

" In conformity with these views of my duty, I fed 
myself compelled to declare that (whatever may be nn 
personal prepossessions in favour of the prisoner] IstuJl 
have to press him home with evidence, which, if not 
most effectually repelled, must bring down pnnisbment 
and dishonour on his head. I must not shrink &om 
proclaiming, that unless the materials in my possession 
turn out deceitful indeed, his conduct during the recent 
calamitous disorders must be pronounced utterly inde- 
fensible. What the resoittces are, on wluch the prisoner 
may rely for his vindication, I have no means whatevCT 
to anticipate. I can, therefore, only declare that I shall 
deeply rejoice if my apprehensions on Ms behalf should, 
upon investigation, appear to be unfoimded. It will be 
no mean relief to my mind, if he should succeed in 
bringing forward facts or circumstances that can mate- 
rially extenuate the accusation which has been preferred 
against him • and my gratification will be great indeed, 
should he be able to turn the accusation altog'cther aside, 
and to come forth irom this conflict with an honourable 
and a complete acquittal. 

" I have now only to submit, for the approval of the 
Court, no less for the sake of expedition than of perspi- 
cuity, that each charge shall be dealt with separattvr, 
and in rotation as preferred against the prisoner, I 
purpose, therefore, to complete the evidence in sup)^ 
of one charge, before another charge shall be broDghl 
under consideration, and to announce to the Conrt wbei 
the evidence in support of each named charge shall have 
closed. Should this mode of arranging the evidence on 
the part of the prosecution accord with the views of the 
Court, I will now proceed to call evidence in support of 
the first charge." 

The President signified the acquiescence of the 
Court to the mode of proceeding suggested by the Pi»- 
Becutor. The following witnesses were thei 
examined : — 
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Sergcaitt-Majur Mjarm, 3rd Dragoaa Guards. 

"Were you on duly with Capt. Warriugton's troop urtbe Scd 
Dragoon Guards in Bristol, on the 30tb aud 31st of October 
last i 1 was. 

What officers were then present witb the troop, and who com- 

nianded them f The troop wa.s under the immediate commaad 

of Capt. Warrington ; Cornet Kelson commanded them. 

What number of uou-commLssioned olfieers aiid men were 
mounted and effective with the troop iu Bristol ? Thirty- 
three men and horses. 

Where were the quarters of the troop and where the quarters 
of the officers during those two days; and were the officers' 

quarters contiguous to those of the troup ! -The quarters of 

ue troop were at Leigh's Bazaar ; the quarters of the officers 
at Reeve's Hotel i they were contiguous to each other. 

Was Capt. Warrington's troop, or were detachments of that 
troop, called out repeatedly in the course of Sunday, the 30th 
of October to quell the riots f Yes. 

At what hour did the detachment of the troop which had 
lw<M on duty that night at the Bishop's Palace and at the Man- 

Ntm-bouM, return to its quarters ! 1 cannot say precisely, 

but to the best uf my knowledge it was about nine o'clock. 

At about what hour did llie troop next turn out mounted — 
iriiere did it first form on parade — and by whom was it com- 
manded ! The troop next turned out about twelve o'clock 

that night, formed on the road leading to Leigh's Bazaar, and 
iras commanded by Capt. Warrington. 

Did the whole troop then turn out — what duty did it perform 

— and when did il return to its quarters? The whole of that 

pari of the troop then in quarters turned out, marched dowu to 
the fiont of Reeve's Hotel, halted a few monieuts, and then 
returned to quarters. 

Wilhoulreftrcnce to a patrole of four men sent totheGuild- 
hail, upon what occasion did the troop or a part of it next turn 

out, mounted on duty J About two-thirds of the troop turned 

out about four in the mnriiing. 

For what duty did it turn out f To quell a riot then exist- 
ing in Queen-square. 

Was any non-commissioned officer or man sent by Captain 
Warrington or by Cornet Kelson, to your knowledge, to look 
for the officer commanding the Iroop-, between the hours of 
half-past ten on Sunday night, the 3f)th of October, and half- 
past four on the morning of tbe 31^t? No. 

[Capt. Warringtou declined la cro&s-cx amine.] 

Cornet KsLaon, Srd Dragoon Guards, examined. 

Were you in command of a detachment of Capl. Warrington's 
troop between eight and ten on Sunday uighl, the 30th of 
October ? 1 was. 

Stale as nrarly as you can at what hour that dclacbmcnl re- 
turned to its quarters at the Horse- Bazaar I Aboul half-pant 

ir a quarter before ten. 
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At iibuut what hour did the Iroop next turn out raoonltd, 

where did it first form on parade, and who cominandcd it i 

The troop next turned out uhout a quarter before eleven, form- 
ed in front of Reeve's Hotel, and Captain Warrington com- 
manded it 

What duty did it perform, and when did it return to ill 
quarters ? It remained in front of Reeve's Hotel a few mi- 
nutes, uml then filed into its stables. 

Upon what occasion did the troop or part of it next turn oat 
mounted for duty, Dot advertinf to a Corporal and four inro 

sent to the Guildhall ? Part ol the troop turned out mounted 

for duty about four o'clock on Monday morning to proceed to 

Are you certain it was no later than four o'clock when the 

troop so turned out to jjrocced to Qucea-square I To the 

beat of my knowledge that was about the time. 

Croii-cxaminfi by Capl. IVAHBinaTof. 

Were you not ordered first to go to College-green, where yon 
would meet a Magistrate to accompany you ? 1 was. 

Did any Magistrate meet or accompany you when jou got 
there } None. 

By whose orders did you go from College-green to Queen- 
square? -I went from College-green to Queen-square under 

the personal command nf Col. Brercton. 

Sir C. DA1.BI1C submitted that this referred to the third 
charge only, 

ThePREsiDEMT observed that the evidence previously adduced 
did not seem to aEfect the pith of the first charge. 

Sir C. Dalbiac had no objection to the course pursued bj 
Capt. Warrington, but it was necessary for form's sake to esti- 
iilisb the fact of riots existing in Bristol. His only object wis 
the connection of the evidence as it aSecled the respective 
charges. The evidence a.lready addnced was as to the lastdstj. 
performed by the Iroup on Sunday nights he had i 
touched on the duty performed on Sunday moi 
By the Covrt. 

You say j ou went from College-green to Queen-squali 
the personal command of Col. Brercton. Uy whose ordCT-_^ 

you go Irora Leigh's bazaar to College-green ) By ordern 

Capt. Warrington, 

Wat was the hour at which you were ordered to Collego- 

green to meet a Magistrate i Shortly after i in the moraiag. 

T. KiKGTON, Esq. merchant, examined. 

Did you in the course of Sunday night, the »oth Oct. apply 
to any military person for the assistance nf the troops r-—— I 
applied to Capt. Warrington at the Horse Bazaar, on Sunday 
nighl, between ten and half-pa^t ten, for the assistance of Wi 
Iroop I 1 represented to him the sinte of Queen-square, uid 
carntslly requested him to bring his troop down to the Sqiu 
for the purpose of saving the Custom-house from tl 
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f found Capt. WarrLngloa mounted, ^ith the greater part if not 
the wbole of bis ttuup. His reply Lo m; applicatiun nas, >' 1 
should be most happy and nilling tu go, but 1 cannot march 
mj troop ffitbout the order of Col. Brereton." 1 have some 
indistinct recollection of Capt. Warrington baviog s^iid some- 
thing about a magistrate. I then asked him if the particular 
circumstances of the case vould not justify a departure from 
general rules, and whether he nould not accede to my request, 
Hisreply was, " 1 cannot move without the orders of Colonel 
Brereton." My next question was, '■where is Col. Brereton 
to be found !" He replied, " I cannot tell," or words to that 
eSect. 

Was your calculutiou as to the time you have specified made 
shortly after the Bristol Riots, or only within the last few days i 
Only within the few last days. 

Did Capt. Warrington in consequence of your application, 
send any soldier with you to endeavour to find the oflicer com- 

sundinz in Bristol } He did not. 

^At wbat hour did you return to Qceen-square ! 1 think It 

Ut have been shortly before eleven, 

IS the Custom-house set on fire and totally destroyed after 
plied to Capt.Warrington for the assistance of the troops ? 






Crosi-examined. 

i Are you satisfied, from the information you have received 
thin the last few days, as to the time at which you called on 
ipt. Warrington for assistance on Sunday evening, and the 

'cumstance brought to your mind, that it is correct ? The 

e result of minute iuquiry, and I believe it to 
correct. 
Do yon recollect whetherCapt. Warrington asked you if you 

!ITB a Magistrate ? 1 think he did. 

..Wtiat answer did you give! My recollection, as I have 

ited before, is very indistinct on this part of the business, No 
toubt I answered his question ; and I must have told him I was 
not a City Magistrate. 

Did not Capt. Warrington appear most anxious for orders to 

turn out > 1 think he did. 

Did Capt. Warrington show a willingness to act, if be had 

irders? Undoubtedly he did. 

Bg the CouST. 



I 

^C Had you any official 
^Tion for military ajil. r 



I apphei 

Did Capt. Warrriugton 
troop, or did he merely excut 
tag the orders of Col. Brereton ! 1 c 



ictly refuse to move with his 
limself on the ground of await- 
,n only repeat that be 
■nrd be should not move without the express order of Colonel 
Brereton, or something to that effect 

Do jou remember whether Capt. Warrington said he could 

Dot or should not i 1 think 1 should be correct in stating 

KOiat Capt, Warrington said could Dot. 
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RicHAKo Srsysris examined. 



iDSton on Sunday nighti 3w 
n Bristol t if so, state at ftbont 



Did juu meet Mr. Thom 

SOtli of October during the ri 

wliul hour i 1 met liim at uboat half-past tea. 

Did yuu accompany hiia any where to look for the troops ; 

if so, slate lo what place ? 1 did, to Collcge-greeu, to the 

Bishop's palace, and lo the Boar's Head yard- 
Was the troop of the 3d dragoon guards mounted, and where 

was it formed, when you reached the Boar's Head yard 1^^ 

They were mounted, and formud i[i the street in front of the 

Relate the conversation which passed in your hearing betwua' 

Mr. Kington and the oflieer who commanded the troop ? 

Mr. Kington informed the Captain of the situation of Queen- 
square, and also that the rioters were then near the Custom- 
house ; Mr. Kington informed the Captain Ihe services of the 
troop were requisite i the Captain said he could not go m 
orders from the Colonel or a Magistrate. 

Did Capt. Warrington send any soldier with Mr. Kinj 
you, to endeavour to find the officer commandiiig in 
— No. (The witness was not cross-esaminedT) 

Lieut. FxjNCis, of the Recrailing Staff, examined. 

Did you, between ten o'clock on Sunday night, the 30th of 
Oct. and half-past four on Monday morning the 31st 
either at the Recruiting- Office, or at jour own quarters i. 
Unity-street, any dispatch, letter, or message, from any officer 
or other person of the 3d dragoon guards for the ofiicar C' 
roanding lu Bristol ! 1 did not. 

Was the troop of the 3d dragoon guards, or were part of Out 
troop, called out repeatedly on Sunday the 30th Oct- to J 

the riots? They were; and I went myself about eifT 

night lo call for the troop far the protection of the palncl 
Cr oss-exa mined. 

Where were you at ten o'clock on the night of Sunday (! 
SOth of October P 1 was. at the office, or out reconnciltriog. 

[How do you know that no dispatch was received at the office 
between ten on Suuday night and half-past four ou Suodiy 



Sir C. Dalb[ 
examination in 

Could Col. Brereton have received any dispatch on tliat night 
between the hours stated, without your knowledge !—^He 



le question put lo the witness i.. _.. 
i, whether he received any dispatch-] 



"t'^ 



lot the office in College-green considered to be the 
public officcfor receiving all communications for Col. Brereton i 
and was it not kept open for that purpose the whole of Sunday 
night and Monday morning ? It was. 

Were not the Magistrates aware of this circumstance ? 1 

do not know, but I consider they were. 

Were not the Magistrates in the habit of sending r 
lo the District Office during the riots ? They n 
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When you say that jou were sent, about half-past eight on 
Sunday aigiit, for sume uf the 3rd dragoon guards, was your 
order for a detachment or fur the nhole troop, and was the 

order in nritjug j ll was a verbal order for the troop to 

come to the protectiun of the palace. 

Did you not generally receive verbal orders from Colonel 

Breretun during the riols ? 1 did. 

Bj) the CocRT. 

Did you convey any orders from the late Commanding Officer 
of Bristol to Capt. Warringlon, not lo move from his 



n to Capt. Warringtoi 



rithoutorders havingbee 
1 do not recollect conveying such orders, 
any such being given. 

Did you see Capt. Warrington at the head of his troop at 

any time during the evening or night of the 30th Oct. i 1 

don't secollect seeing him at the head of liis troop, 

Did you see the troop either on parade or in action during 

that night; 1 saw them under the command of Coruet 

Kelson almost immediately after they had received the order 
U) march to the palace. 

Was Col. Brereton with the parly on this occasion J He 

tras. 

Sergeant~ Major W. M'LeOd examined, 

"Were you in attendance at the Recruitlng-OfGce during any 
period between half-past lea on the night of Sunday the 3Uth 

Oct. and half-past four on the morning of the 31st > 1 was 

in attendance from eleven at night till half-past two in the 
morning. Sergeants Dinidge aud Plaits were present, except 
for a short period, when they went to Col. Brerelon's quarters 
kbont billets. 

While you and Sergeant Plaits were in attendance at the 
Recrulting-Oflice, did any dispatch, letter, or message come 
from any officer or other person of the 3rd dragoon guards, for 

the officer commanding the troops in Bristol! None lo my 

knowledge. 

What Sergeant did you find at the Recrnltlng-Office when 
;ou arrived there at eleven o'clock } Sergeant Dinidge. 

When you left the office at hatf-past two m the morning who 
ftccompanied you, and what Sergeant did you leave at the Re- 

crniting office i Sergeant PJatIs accompanied me, and I left 

Sflrgcaut Dinidge at the office. 

Were you at the Recruiting Office, al the time the Doding- 
ton troop of Yeomanry Cavalry reported its arrival to the 
Officer commanding in Bristol, on the night of Sunday, the 
3Dlh of October ? 1 was. 

At what time was the arrival of the Dodingtoii troop so 

reported? The troop arrived in front of the office about 

eleven o'clock. 

The President objected to the question next proposed, as 
affecting the conduct of Colonel Brereton and the Officer cum- 
tuanding the Dodington troop, as he did not see what this had 
to do with Captain Warrington. 
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Sir C. Dalbiac said he had not the slightest with to reflect 
on the conduct of Col. Brerelon, or the Captain of the Dod- 
ington troop. The accu^atioD laid iu one part of the charge 
iras a refusal to order onl the troop, aod that Capt. Warrington 
used no means to obtain orders from Col. Brereton- If. there- 
fore, he (Sir Charles) had it in his power to show that Colonel 
Brereton was for three quarters of aa hour within 900 jard^ of 
Leigh's Bazaar, the question would arise, did Capt. W. use 
those means to find the commanding officer which he ought. 

The Court was then cleB.red to consider the question proposed 
bj the Prosecutor. On the re-openir^ of Ihe Court, the Pre- 
sident said the evidence proposed would tend to negative tbit 
part of the first charge which said the Srd dragoon guards wu 
the only military force in Bristol. The Court suggested another 
mode of putting the question. 

Sir C. Dalbiac consented, and said his ohject might blot 
been arrived at in a much more Judicious manner than be h»i 
put it. 

Sergeant-JUqjor M'Lboji, re-called. 

Do you know that the Ofiicer commanding the troops JB 
Bristol was iu and out and about the Recruiting Office and C«1- 
lege-green, for half an hour or thereabouts, on matters of duty, 
from the time of your reaching the office about II o'clock on 

Sunday night? Col, Brereton was not in the office, but he 

was in and about College-green for about half an hour. 

Was not a part of the said time so occupied hy the Officer 
commanding in Bristol employed immediately in front of the 

Recruiting Office i Ves, a small portion of it. 

Crosi-examiaed. 

Was the Officer, commanding Ihe troops, when in and ftbout 
the llecruiting Office, in plain clothes or in uniform;.— In 
uniform. 

Did any person in plain clothes call at the recruiting ofEu 
between 1 1 at night and l]a,lf-past S in the morning, to en^njr 

for Col. Brereton ; and if so, how many > There were »f^' 

n't say how many, 

Staff-Sergeant Platts examined. 
1 in attendance at the Recruiting Office duriii|^ 
part of the period between D o'clock, on Sunday night, the S 
Oct. and half-past 1 on Mnnday morning, theSlst; if so, st 

with whom and during how much of that time I 1 was at ihn 

office, with Sergeant-Mai or M'Leod and Sergeant Diuidge for 
the principal part of the time until half-past 3, bnt I occasionally 
left the office. 

Upon what occasion did you leave thcdfficed'iriog the afore- 
said period, and what Serjeant did you leave in attendance at 
the office ? 1 left the office on the first occasion to take re- 
freshment, leaving behind me Sergeant Diuidge t on the second 
occasion betweeu IS and 1, 1 went with Sergeant Dinidge with 
a letter and a blank precept for Col. Brereton ; I left Sere" 
Major M'Leod at the office. 
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WhsD jou left the office fioalU at halP-past B Munda; mora- 

ing. SIsl Oct., wbat Sergeant did jou leave in attendance ? 

Sergeant Diaidge. 

When JOU and Sergeant-Major M'Leod were jii attendance 
at the Recruiting-Office, did anj dispatch, letter, or message, 
come from any officer or other person of the 3rd dragoonguards 
for the officer cummandiDc the troops in Bristol i Not that 

Slaff-Sergeanl DinioGE, examined. 

Were JOU in attendance at the Recruiting-Offiee at an; period 
between nine o'clock ou Sunday evening the 30lh Oct., and 

half-past four un Monday morning the 31st! 1 was, from 

&bnut (line in the evening till ahout half-past two, at djflercnt 
periods, and from half-past two till nine in the morning I was 
constantly there. 

Djring the whole of that period were you in attendance at 
thoM times when Sergeant-Major M'Leod, or Sergeant Platts, 

or both of them, were absent 1 1 was not. 1 was frequently 

KDt out by Col. Brereton on messages, and there might not be 
ritber of those persons left in the office. 

Did you ever leave the office during the aforesaid period 
vithout leaving either Scrgeacit M'Leod or Sergeant Piatts at 
the office J ^ot to mj knowledge. 

THIRD DAY— 'Jhursday, Jan. 28. 

Sergeant Dikidub's examination reaumed. 

While you were in attendance at tbc Recruiting Ofiice, did 

any letter or message come from any officer, or other person 



of the 3rd dragoon guards, for the officer commanding the 
troops in Bristol? No. 

To jour knowledge, was Col. Brereton ever inside the Ue- 
cruiliug Office between half-past 10 on Sunday night 30th, and 

half-past two Monday morning, 31st Oct. ? Not withinside, 

butiu the court. 

Do you know that the officer commanding the troops iu 
Bristolwas engaged iu duty in the immediate neighhourhuod of 
the Recruiting Office and ahout College-green forabouthalfan 
hour sometime between half-past 10 and 19 o'clock on Sunday 
ni|ht ; He was. 

llow far is it from Leigh's bazaar to the Bishop's palace ) 

About SCO yards. 

How far is it to the Recruiting Office '—Nearly about the same. 

How far is it to No. 2, Unity-street? About 160 yards. 

Is not the direct road from Keeve's hotel and Leigh's bazaar, 
to the Recruiting Office, and to the Bishop's palace, through 
College-green ? Along one side of it. 

Didyou nut, between 12 and 1 o'clock on Sunday night 
SOtb Oct., convey to the quarters of the officer commanding in 
Bristol, an official dispatch, which was delivered for him at 

Ifae Recruiting Office i 1 did. 1 delivered a dispatch to Col. 

Brereton, which I received for the Colonel, at the door of hi« 
quarters. 
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Did vou not consider it to be the especial dutj. Tor whkli 
you and the other Sergeants were retaiaed at the office during 
theoight of SOtli and morning of 31st Oct., to conve]> to the 
officer commanding the Iroups any letter, or official rcrerence 
to him that might Be left at, or addressed to bitn at, the office ■ 

Yes. 

Cro»$- examined. 

Can you state positively that you never quitted the office 
between the hours of 9 o'clocli at night and 2 the aext mornine 

while SergeaoU M'Leod and Platts were both absent; 1 

GOD Dot say positively. 

Did the person who delivered to you the dispatch at thedooi 
of the conmanding officer, state from whom he brought that 

dispatch; if so, be so good as to inform the Court? He 

Stilted he brought it from the Mayor, and desired it loight be 
delivered to Col. Brereton as soon as he could be found. 

At what hour was thai dispatch delivered to you ? — Between 
twelve and one 

Bp the Court. 

Did 3'QU see Capt. Warrington during the night of Sunday 

aOlh Oct. ? Not to my liuowledge. 

Troop Sergeant-MajOT J. Allbh, llfh Dragoon Guardi, 
examined an lit Charge. 

Were you on duty with a squadron of I4lh dragoons in this 
city, during part of the riots on asth, 30th, and 31st Oct. losli 

During what period was the squadron absent from the city 
during 30th and S 1st Gel. i From half-past 19 Sunday morn- 
ing till about half-past S on Monday morning. 

Mr. J. FmuBR, Repogilnrs, examined on \tl Charge. 

Did the commanding officer of the troops in Bristol call at 

your repository relative to the accommodation of some troops, 

at any time between half-past 10 and 12 o'clock on Sunday 

night SOlb Oct. ! Yes. 

How long did he lemain in and about your repository 3^^ 
Prom 10 to ao minutes. 

Can you state whether he was engaged in matters relativf 

the troops in or about College-green previously to his 

I to the repoiiitory i if so, slate how long P " 

' I should think from SO minutes to half an h 

How far is your repository from Reeve's hotel and from 

Leigh's bazaar ) About 150 yards from the hotel, and about 

[ SOO from the bazaar. 

Sir C. Dalbiic announced that the evidence on the first 
charge was closed. 

C. PiNNEr, Esq. Mayor, examined on 2nd Charge. 

Did you send a letter early on Monday morning 31st Oct., 

addressed to Col. Brereton or to the officer commanding his 

I Majesty's troops ? 1 did. 

Was that letter under yo ur own signature f— ^II was. 
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can, the esacl time ia 
.tched, and from nhat 
roiiig, from Mr. Daniel 

-Mr. Goldney 



it letter be p 
the Court ; if not, please to relate the • 
purport is this (read from a copy). 

" BrialDl.^D'clork, Monday 
" Sir, — 1 direct you as Cnmmsncling Office 
'• ufce ihemoBl »igomus, effecn'e, (nd decisis 
" quell the eiisling riot, and prevent further destruction of property. 

I am, &c. " Chakles Pinkjit.' 

It wasia my own hand wriring. 

Be pleased to state as nearly as ; 
the morning nheii that letter was d 
liouse ?— — At S o'clock on Monday 
Fripp's in Berkelej-square. 

Throue-h whose hands was it dispatched I. 
lodMr. Harrls,Jun. 

Crois-examinxd. 

s Mr. D. Fripp a MagUtrate of this city ? No ; btit he is 

I relative to Mr. Alderman Fripp, who was with me at the time. 
\ Does his relation, «ho is a Magistrate, reside at Mr. D.Fripp's 

No : but he was there that night. 
tWbeu did yoti write tba[, which you have given to the Court 

T the purport of your letter on that occasion } 1 copied it 

r 3 days ago from the copy that I made at the time. 

Were you not told by a Sergeant, during the night of Suu- 
Uy the SOlh October, thai the officer commanding the troops 
Dad left his address at the district office, and that if an; en- 
t|uiries were raade for him he was instantly to be informed of 

It ? 1 have no recollection of being so told. 

Did you send any message by the bearer of your letter to the 

officer commanding the troops: if su, stale what it was J 1 

dou't recollect sending any message. 

If f on have the original copy of that letter please to pro- 
duce it J 1 can produce it by returning to the Council-bouse. 

To what place were the messengers, who carried the letter, 
directed to proceed in quest of tlie officer commanding the 

troops? Wo place was mentioned, that I recollect; they 

were to deliver the letter to Col. Brereton, or the officer com- 
manding the troops. 
Are you sure that the direction contained the words " or the 

officer commanding the troops!" lam, as will appear by 

the copy of the letter which I shall presently produce. 

Did the messengers whomyou sent with your letter, report to 
I joa that they bad delivered it to Capt. Warrington in person ; 

uor that Capt. Warrington read it io their presence ! No : 

Flhey made no report. 

F S. GOLDNBr, Esq. Surgeon, examined. 

Did you, early on Monday moroing, 31st Oct. receive a 
letter from the Mayor of Bristol, addressed to Col. Brereton, 
or the officer commanding his Majesty's troops ; if so, at what 
place was that letter delivered to you >— — It was delivered to 
_ mc at the house of Mr. Daniel Fripp in Berkeley -square, 
^ State, as nearly as you can, at what hour f About three 
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To wbom did jou deliver tlic letter, and at what place) — 
To Capt. Warrington, at Leigh's bazaar. 

How far from Berkelej -square is Leigh's t>azBar bj Hit 
shortest road ; and did juu taku that road nhcD jou convGjid 
the letter ? About S or 400 yards, and I did take that road. 

Did Capt. 'Warriiigtou open and read the letter soon afttril 
was delivered ! He did. 

What time elapsed between your receiving that letter in 
Berkeley -square and the period when Capt. Warrington opened 
and read it J From 5 to ID minutes. 

Relate, as correctly as you can, any conversation wbtA 
passed between Capt. Warrington and yourself after he hti 

read the letter? ^Hc said that Col. BreretoD was not there; 

that he helieved he would be back about 6 in the morning : and 
that be would take care the letter was delivered to him. 1 un- 
derstood him to say that he could not himself act without i 
Magistrate going ever^ inch of the road with him. He like- 
wise expressed his willingness to do every thing in his power, 
and his regret that the Dodington troop of Yeomanry had left 
Bristol, as they would havebeenof great service to him to have 
hacked him. There was some conversation about the Utb 
leaving Bristol, which I do not recollect, and he said there wu 
a great screw loose somewhere, hut where he did not know. 

Did Capt. Warrington say any thing about the state of the 
horses of his troop, or of the number of men be could send, if 
employed I — " '' """ """ * ■""' "' " 
their horses w 

Had you in your way towards Berkeley -square, before joa 
received the Mayor's letter, stopt at Leigh s bazaar I Yes. 

Had you any conversation with either of the officers of the 

3rd dragoon guards on that occa.siou i if so, state il? 1 

called there merely to see if the soldiers were at the bazaar U 
I had heard. Cornel Kelson was standing on the outside. He 
complained how very cold he was, and said he was very anxious 
to go out and do his duty. I said that 1 would endeavour to 
get him an order to do so. 

From the above conversation, and knowing where the dra- 
goons were, did you iraarinc, that by taking the Mayor's leBer 
to Leigh's bazaar, it woiHd reach its destination } Yes. 

CroHS-examined. 

Did you inform Capt. Warrington that the Dodington troop 
of Yeomanry had left Bristol .' 1 certainly said so. 

Did Capt. Warrington stale to you, when you gave him the 
letter before alluded to, that it was not directed to him, but to 

Col. Brereion, who was the officer commanding the troops? 

He did. 

Did you not then state to him, that if he would open the 

letter, you would take the responsibility upon yourself j 1 

cannot state what I said about responsibility, but I certainly 
suggested to him the propriety of his opening the letter. 
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, Cajit. Warrington request of you, after he had 
opcDea me letter, to take it to the officer cumiuaDdiDg the 
troops, whom ;ou would find at the Adjutant's quarters at the 
corner of Unitj-street ? Not that I remember. 

Did you refuse to take the letter back from Capt. Warring- 
ton after he had opened it ; No ? 

Did Capt. Warrington offer it back to jou f 1 do not 

Who delivered to you theMajor's letter ? Mr. D. Fripp. 

When Capt. Warrington told you that his horses were so 
tired, did he not add, that notwithstanding that fact, he was 
willing to turn out ini mediately, if he could get proper orders, 

or the company of a Magistrate! Yes. 

Bi) the Court. 
You have stated that when Capt. Warrington had read the 
Major's letter, he expressed hn willingness to take active mea- 
sures ; did he also express his regret at not being able to forward 
T to Col.Brereton, or to communicate with him on the 
l^cct, previous to si.t o'clock, at which hour he espected Col. 

eretoD would return > Not that I remember. 

bid you ask where Col. Brercton, to whom the letter was 
pressed, was likely to be found, or urge the necessity of its 

tnediate delivery ? No. 

jdA you observe any backwardness, or unwillingness to act 

Kfbe part of Capt. Warrington i On the contrary, he es- 

"i we d every willingness to do anything on a proper order. 

?Vbea Capt. Warrington stated to 70U that he could nut art 

'louI a Magistrate to go every inch of the road with hirn, 

H vou make any reply, or take any measures to communicate 

fine Mayor or other Magistrates what Capt. Warrington had 

d J No : I did not know where to find any Magistrate, 

Bepting the Mayor, and he had particularly requested me and 
r. D. Fripp not to mention where he was, 

Mr. Alderman Faipp, examined. 
, . I at the hoU5c of Mr. D. Fripp early on Monday 
, the 91st of October last, when the Mayor of Bristol 
ed a letter or note addressed to Col. Brereton, or the 

lieer commanding his Majesty's troops! 1 was; I advised 

d dictated that letter. 

State as exactly as you can the hour at which that letter was 

dispatched from Mr. D. Fripp's house ! Immediately after 

three o'clock. 

How are you able to state the time so particularly? 1 

looked at my watch at the time. 

1). Fripp, Esq. eraniined. 
Did you receive from the Mayor uf Bristol at your house 
early on Monday morning, the 31st of October last, a letter 
addressed to Col. Brereton, or the officer commanding his Ma- 
jesty's troops P 1 did. 

Into whose hands did you give Ihe letter ? 1 believe into 

Ihe hands of Mr. Ooldney. 
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H. SulTH, Et 

Was j'ou ID and about Qnee 

the 30th, and up to five o'clock 

of October? 1 was In Queen- 

except at short intervals, wheo 
Prince's- street, close by. 

About vhal time on that moi 
of dragoous reach Queen-squan 



during SandKy^si^ 
on Monday morning, the SUt 
square the whole of the nighl, 
I retired to ray own bonse in 

niug did you see a detachmat 

!? As near as I can gnca 

about flve o'clock. 

Was the whole, or a considerable portion of the soutbcn 
wing of the west side of Queen-square destroyed between the 

hours of half-pa.st three and five ou that morning r 1 shonM 

think from three to five would be the period of the destrnctioo 
of that part of the Square. 

What proportion of the houses so destroyed between three 
and five o'clock was fired or destroyed after half-past three! 

1 should think all that arc now burnt down. 

Was any house fired in Queen-square after the dragoon 

arrived there ? None. 

CroH-examined- 
Was any house in Queen-square fired before half-past tbr«c! 

Yes, all the Custom-bousc side, and part of the west wiog. 

Mr. fVitiroua Btanis, Jun. examined. 
Were jou with Mr. S. 0. Goldney at Mr. D. Fripp's, in 
Berkeley-square, early oo Monday morning 31st Oct. last !^— 
I was, about 3 o'clock in the morning. 

Do you know that Mr. Goldney then received a letter from 
the Mayor of Bristol, addressed to Col. Brerctoa, or the officer 

commanding his Majesty's troops ! Yes. 

Did you accompany Mr. Goldney when he went to deliter 

that letter I Yes. 

Where, and to whom, did be deliver it? He delivered it 

to Capt. Warrington at Leigh's bazaar. 

Relate, as correctly as you can, auj conversation ivhich you 
heard between Capt. Warrington and Mr. Goldney, after C*ptt 

Warrington had read that letter? Capt. Warrington hoj- 

I tated about opening the latter i after he had done so at the 

I suggestion of Mr. Goldney, he said he should be very happy U 

do any thing that lay in his power, but that he could do aotiilg 

' without a ^Iagist^ate ; that be should require a magistnMIO 

fo every inch of the road with him by his side, and thiit'lw 
oped we did not think the blame rested with him ; he like- 
wise expressed his regret at the Dodington troop of YeonaDrj 
having retired from Bristol from being unable to find a magii- 
trate ; aud at the 14th having been sent out of town. He ended 
the conversation by saying there was a great screw louse Bome- 

Did any thing more pass between Capt. Warrington and 

jourscif upon that occasion ? 1 don't remember that there 

I did. 

Did Capt. WarringtoD say anything about the state of the 
I borscs of his troop, or the number of men that he c * ' * 
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^s of thos 



> carry thcr 

Cross-examiaed. 

Did not Mr. Gold.iej induci: Ctt|it. W»rriQglon lo open Ihc 
lelter, bj sajing tliat he would take the resiionsibilily on him- 

lelff 1 believe he induced CapL Warrington to open the 

letter: but I do nut know that he took the responsibility on 
himself. 

Did 7»u take any means to apprise any Magistrate that Capl. 
WuTiugtoD was willing to turn out with his troup, if a Ma(;is- 

trale would accompany him ■ 1 did not know where to hnd 

maj Magistrate except the Major, and Mr. Ooldney and 1 were 
K4)Uested not to saj where he was. 

He-CTamined, 

Did Capt. Warrington press yon and Mr. Goldnej to go back 
to the Mayor, and say that the presence of a Magii^trate was 

wd'spo^I''s to the employment of the troops! 1 do not 

Kmember that he did. 

ftfr. Alderman T. Camplix examined. 

Were the riots raging in Bristol, with increased and dcstruc- 
violence, from 8 o'clock in the afternoon of Sunday llie 
. till 5 in the morning of Monday the 31st Oct. last? 

'hey were. 

Did jon go to the horse bazuar on Mondny morning the 3lsl 
*et. for the purpose of calling out the troops; if so, be pleased 
» state, as precisely as you can, the time of jour going there f — 

went there about 4 in the morning to enquire whether the 
roops were there. 

Who accompanied you, and to whom did jou apply for the 

ItteistAnce of the military! Mr. Dansou and 2 or .? others 

lacGompanied me; and upon hearing that there were troops 
there, 1 applied to Capt. Warrington, who appeared as com- 
inanding officer. 

State all that passed between joii and Capt. Warrington at 

the horse bazaar ? 1 told Capt. Warrington luj namt, and 

that I was a~ Magistrate of Bristol ; that unless troops were 
iDstaatlv sent to Queen-square, the whole Square would be 
burnt down. He told me that the horses and men were all 
tired ; that he had a letter from tlie Major, dated 3 o'clock, 
for Colonel Brereton, and that hecnuld not find him anywhere. 
I read the letter and said it was a very proper one. He said he 
could not send more than S4 men. 1 replied "don't talk of 
aoDdiai;, hot go yourself, a man of your experience, and do 
Bot eenil an inexperienced officer <" or words to that effect. He 
said the troop should not fire. My reply was, '■ I believe there 
has bees some understanding" (I meant relative lo firing). He 
then said the troops should not go without a Magistrate; on 
which I »aid I would go with them. He then said, " the troop 
cannot go till I have seen Col. Brereton." My reply was, '■ let 
us go for him." We went together to 8, Unitj-street, College- 
green, where we unexperlcdTy met with him, he having beea 
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previouslj deuied bj two females who luuked out of theiiik 
duvr. I expressed nij pleasure at BoditiE; Cul. Brerelon, anli 
conversation ensued between me, and Col. fireretou aud CifL 
Warrington, in the presence of several others. 

Did a part; »f 3rd dragoon guards proceed aflerwaTdsli 
Queen-square according to your directions ! They did. 

What time elapsed from the time when ynu first saw Cipl 
Warrington at the hor&e bazaur to the arrival of the drig;i>w 
in Queen-square I am) at what hour did they reach the SquartI 
Nearly an hour elapsed ; they arrived there about 5 o'clocL 

What is about the distance from the horse bazaar to Qima 
square ! 1 conceive about three-quarters of a. mile. 

What portion of the Square was destroyed, when Ihedragmm 

arrived ? Nearly two sides t and the mob were commeKiw 

on the third. 

Cross-exa mined. 

Did Capt. Warrington tell you, before you left the 
that whatever Magistrate required the troiiptt tu lire, itiuit te- 
company them f Not thai 1 recollci ' 

Did you, when the troops went to Queen-square, acconpuy 
Ihemf 1 did, on foot. 

How long did you remain with them i Uutil about seva. 

When you told Capt. Warrington Ihatyou were a Magistiit^ 

did he not saj, " come along, then !" To the best of mj 

knowledge he did not. 

Were any persons present when you held the conversaUou 

with Captain Warriuglou at the horse bazaar? Yes, Mr 

DansoD, certainly, and I believe others. 
Bg the Court. 

When you expressed to Capt. Warrington in such strong 
terms, that it was your opinion he should go bimselF with the 
dragoons and not send an inexperienced officer, did he nvltc 
any specific reply to what you said, or did he merely sajtlllit 
the troops should not fire ? He made no specific replj'. 

You have stated that Capt. Warrington said that he didwl 
where to find the officer commanding the troopii it 



a Mr 



jou went to Unity-stntllf 
Francis, au officer conHtlrf 

, accidentally going into S*.l> 
to go there, as 1 knew Coload 

two or three miles from Bristol 



whose suggestion then was it that 

look for him ? 1 had si 

with the Staff, some tinii 
Unity-Blreet ! thai induce 
Brereton's usual residence 

C. F. DiKSOU, Eiiq. examined. 

Did you meet Alderman Campliu iu College-green eariy 4B 
Monday morniDg. the 31st of October, and about what hour! 
! met him at about twenty minutes after four. 

Did any circumstance occur to enable you to mark the hour 

with particular exactness f Ye.s, before leaving the house in 

which I reside in Park -street, I saw by the clock it was a quar- 
ter past four. 

Did you accompany Mr. Alderman Camplin from College- 
green to the horse Dazaar ? Yes. 




FOURTH DAY.— Fn: 



Mr. Dai 



'a examinttlioa conlinued. 



I uoy Ihing pa.^ hctween Mr. Alderman Campl'iD and Capt. 
Warrington, or between jourscif and Capt. Wsrringtun, on 

that occasion i if so, be pleased to state the particulars } 

Mr. Cainplia asked for the curnmandlng olEcer, and we were 

■hewn to a place covered with straw, where we saw some dra- 

poiis Ijing down i some horses were standing od the other sidei 

Imost immediately afterwards Capt. Warrington came up, 

Mr. Camplin told him he was a Magistrate, and that he came lo 

require the assistance of the troops in the Square. — Captain 

'Warrington expressed great willingness to come; he said, 

Very well. Sir, they are read}," and added, enquiringly, to 

Mr. Caraplin — " Will jou go with as ?" — Mr. Camplin seemed 

' faesitate, and Capt. Warrington said "No, my orders are 

>l the troops shall not go without a Magistrate." — I had a 

wd or two with Mr. Camplin, and then said, "Of course the 

Iderman-will go down as a Magistrate to direct the use of the 

■ops." Some conversation ensued about the numbers ; Capt. 

wrington said " I suppose you know ne have received a 

^r from the Mayor, requiring the troops >'* Mr. Camplin 

Sid, "that seems to confirm what we have come about.'' — 
Apt. Warrington immediately pulled the letter out of his poc- 
ket aad gave it us to read. Capt. Warrington said " 1 can only 
aend down five and twenty ;" upon which Mr. Camplin said. 
Won't you go yourself ; you had better go with us !" Caut, 
Warrington said " No, I shall send an officer with them." He 
(Capt. Warrington) went on to say. " What are the truopi^ to 
do when they get down in the Square 7" Mr. Camplin said. 
Oh. they will tide in amongst the mob, and beat them with 
the flat of their swords." Capt. Warrington seemed to doulit 
sufficiency of their numbers fur that purpose, and 1 (witness) 
I, " As you will have a Magistrate with you, of course you 
I fire, if necessary." Capt. >Var ring ton promptly answered, 
'* No, my orders are not to Are ;" upon which I said, " 1 take 
it forgranted you have those orders from the Colonel, meaning 
Col. Breretoui if so, we can't expect you to actto the contrary." 
Either Mr. Camplin or myself asked Capt. Warrington to 
accompany us to Colonel Brereton to get that restriction with- 

How much time do you conceive to have passed in Colleee- 
green before you reached the bazaar ; how much during the 
conversation there with Capt. Warrington ; and how much in 
and about No. 2, Unity-street, before you all left that house 

prior to the dragoons being ordered to turn out? About 

three minutes before we reaclied the bazaar, under ten minutes 
in conversation with Capt. Warrington, and fully a quarter 
an hour in Unity-street; altogether about half an hour 

Did you observe the dale of the Mayor's letter yi 

alluded to I if so, state the date? It was dated 3 o'clock 

Monday morning. 
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; at the bazau^ 
icj gf his men* 



Did Capt. Warriogton, whilsl you ii 
any thing regarding the state or the effici 
horses ! 1 don't recollect that he did 

What difference is there between the distance of Mr D. 
Fripp's house from the horse bazaar, and the dislaDce of jdbi 

own house from the bazaar? Mr. Fripp's house maj be 

about 60 yards farlher than my own. 

Did you aed Mr. Alderman Complin wait fur the troops il 
the drawbridge, and proceed with Ihem, or as nearly >» yoa 
could, to the Square; if so, at what time did the troops krrlv 

in the Square! Yes, we nent on to the drawbridge, »ai 

wailed for them there; they came in about ten minates after 

we had parted with Col. Brerctun in Unity-slreet ; they arrind 

as nearly five as possible, rather before than after, 

Croii-exainincd, 

You stated Ibat Capt. Warrington said he would send u 
officer with the troops: was not thai observation niade bRh 
you had beeu with him to Colonel Brereton! No, certaialy 

Did yousee two women at the window of the house inUnitj- 
street tand if so, did you heareitbi^rof thi^m deny Col. Brereton ! 
1 saw two women, bnt I did not hear any denial giv ' '■' 

not not even know Col. Brereton was enquired for 
name I heard was that ol' Sergeant Flails. 

Did you go to Queen-sqoare with Alderman Caraplln, ordi 

you sec him there accompanying the troops? Yesj w 

accompanied the troopn closely from the drawbridge until w 
came to the entrance to PrinceVstreet, where there was a mo' 
of 5 or QOO people i the troops charged up. and of course lei 
ns behind. The Iroop, having cleared that niob, advanced up 
PrinceVstreet and entered llie Square by the farther aveDue. 
We (witness and Alderman Campliu) entered the Square bj» 
nearer avenue, and made our way op to the corner where the , 
troops entered. We arrived just before them. 
Bj/ the CocsT. 

When the detachment of the 3rd dragoon gua: 
Square, who commanded it! Col. Brereton. 

You have stated that Alderman Camplin said to (^^0__ 
Ton'l you go yourself; jou had better go willnE 
:collect whether Capl. Warrington Tuade auj other 
observation, or used any oLher words tban those ; 
already stated ?■ • — I have repealed his words as near 
sible. 

The President said, that from the testiu 
witnesses it appeared superfluous to call a 



; the otAj 



ingtoi 



Lieut. Fn^yvis extmiitied. 

You have heretofore said that Lieut.-Col. Brereton might 

have received a letter between the hours of 10 on Sunitay, the 

SOlh, and half-past 4 on Monday morning, the 31st of October. 



he c 



II Id have 
r knowing 



knowing it; now slate, whether between half- 
idav DJgbt and half-past 4 on Monday morning, 

ed an official diKpatch or letter without 

He might. 

rn to No. 2, Unitj-streel, on the night of 
ing, the SlstOctoherf 



When did yo< 
Sunday, the 80tb, or Monday n 
A little before 12 o'clock. 

State during what part of the period between half-past 18 on 
Suuday night, the 30th, and half-past 4 on Monday morning, 
the 31st October, the officer commanding the troops in Bristol 
could have received an official communication nithoul your 
knowing It? From a little after i to a little after 4. 

Sid you not make two official com muni rations to the officer 
commanding in Bristol, between the hours of balf-past 18 and 
halfjiast 8 of the aforesaid night and morning ? 1 did. 

Were you aiid the officer commanding in Bristol under the 
same roof from 10 o'clock till past 4 on tbc Monday morning 1 



Upon what grounds then, do you. "who 
district, suppose that other oflicial 
tlte two you have named, could have reached hi 
being apprised of it ? — Al the periods you have mentii 
not perpetually with Cul. Brcretou ; I did not see Col. Brere- 
ton from 1 o'clock till near 4, and he 



Adjutant of this 
ilhoutjour 



night ha* 
lut ray knowing it i it is 
impossible forme to swear that a comiuuuicatiua besiilci the 
Iwo referred to, mi^ht not have been made. 

Do you know ufany other official c u mm uui cation, except 
the two before alluded to, having been made to Col. Breretun 

within the said period ? None, to my knowledge. 

Were either of those two official communications from any 
officer, or other person, of the 3rd dragoou guai'dsi They 

Bi/ the CocHT. 

If Lieut.-Col. Brcreton had received an official communica- 
tion between the hours of 3 and 4 o'clock on Monday morning, 
should you not, as District Adjutant, have been informed of 

it, when you saw the Lieut.-Cul. at or soon after 4 o'clock? 

Notasamatter of course, for Col. Brcreton did not commu- 
alcale every official communication tu me. 

The Prosecutor announced that Iho evidence on the second 
charge had closed, except any thing, which he did not at pre- 
sent anticipate, might arise in the further proceeding's. The 
investigation of the third charge was then proceeded in. 
Mr. C. GaKSLur exarnined. 

Were you in the neighbourhood of Queen-square between 8 
and a o'clock on Sunday afternoon the 30th Oct., when a body 
of rioters was proceeding to an attack of the new gaol ? — Yes. 

Did yon noon afterwards see Aldermen A. Hilhuusc and 
Savage and a body of constable), bcalcu back and pelted by the 

body of rioters in the neighbourhood of the said gaol ! Yo 

L- Did juu. In conserinence thereof, and in the name of the Iw 
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said Aldenneu, proceed to Reeve's hotel or to the horse bazsa; 
fur the purpose of requiriog the militarj to proceed to the new 
gaol ? — Yes, first to the hor&e bazaar, and then to Reeve*s hotel. 

To whom, and in what particular place, did you apply for 

that purpose? On applying at the horse bazaar, a Sergeant 

took me to Reeve's hotel, when I saw Capt. Warringtoa mod 
delivered the message to him. 
'State if any other person or persons were present, and what 

passed between you and Capt. Warrington ? Cornet Kelson 

was present ; I told Capt. \Varrington that the mob were break- 
ing into the gaol, and the Magistrates wanted what troops he 
could send. He said he would send them immediately. Capl. 
Warrington said he was very fatigued ; he had been on duty 
the whole of Saturday, Saturday night, and Sunday. 

Were any orders given in your presence by Capt.Warrington 
in consequence of your requisition ; and if so, to whom ?— — 
He ordered the Sergeant, who had brought me down to him, to 
order out 10 men immediately, and desired Cornet Kelson to 
take charge of them, to proceed to the Mansion-house, to join 
the guard there, and from thence to proceed to the gaol. 

Did the detachment of 10 men, which turned out from the 
bazaar, under the charge of Cornet Kelson, form in front of 

Reeve's hotel before you left it ? Yes. 

[Capt. Warrington declined cross-examining.] 

Lieut, Francis examihed. 

Can you state at what time between the hours of 2 and half- 
past 4 on Sunday afternoon the 30th Oct., the officer command- 
ing in Bristol came to the Recruiting-Office, and how long he 

remained there ? He was there between 2 and 3, to the oest 

of my recollection ; I cannot say how long he remained there; 
he was backwards and forwards the whole day. 

Did yon take any order for the officer commanding in Bris- 
tol, about 3 o'clock p. m. on Sunday the 30th of Oct., to the 
officer commanding the 3rd dragoon guards, to send a party to 
the new gaol to quell the riots ? 1 did not. 

Did you take an order from the officer commanding in Bris- 
tol, about 8 o'clock on the Sunday evening, to an officer com- 
manding the 3rd dragoon guards, for a party to proceed to the 
Bishop's palace ; and if so, to whom did you deliver it ? I 
did, and delivered it to Cornet Kelson, of the 3rd dragoon 
guards. 

Was Capt.Warrington then with his troop ? — I did not see him. 

By the President, 

Did you enquire for Capt. Warrington, or the commanding 
officer of the troop ? 1 did. 

What was the reply ? ^That Capt, Warrington was not 

there ; Cornet Kelson immediately came forward, and I deliver- 
ed the message to him, and he acted on it. 

Sergeant Platt examined. 
Can you state at what time, between the hours of two and 
four o'clock on Sunday afternoon, the 30lh of October, the 
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officer Gomvaanding in Bristol c&mc to tbe Recruiting Office' 

and how long he remained there within the same period ? He 

came about three, and remained I suppose more than nn hour. 

Say what Serjeants of the Recruiting Staff were in attendance 

besides yourself, during the whole or anj part iif those two 

huunt? Sergeants Diuidge and Notion ocrasionallf. 

Were you sent with any letter or orders from the o&cercom- 
roandins in Bristol to the officer commanding the 3rd dragoon 

^K> guards between the two hours above named } 1 was nut. 

^k Sergeitnt DinidgB, examined. 
^1 Were jou sent wi3i any letter tir order from the officer com- 
^MjilaDding in Bristol tu tbe officer commanding the 3rd dragoon 
^nmafds between the hours of two and four on ijuiiday afteruouu, 
^nhe SDlh of October ? X«. 



Sergeant ^ottoh, exantiiied. 
Were you sent with any letter or order from the officer com- 
manding in Bristol to the officer commanding the 3rd dragoon 
guards between the hours of two and four on Sunday afternoon, 
the 30th of October ! No, 



Hoi 






Cornel Kelson, examined. 
you been in his Maje9ty''s s 



ef— 



drag. 

Di 

lleve 

St> 



n command of a detachment of the S 
city gaol, a little alter three o'cT 



the Bth of Ju 

Did you proceed 
dragoon guards to I 
(the afternoon on Sunday, the 30th of October, by order of Capt. 

arriiiglon? 1 did. 

Did Capt. Wurringlon then remain in his quarters ! 1 be- 

Hleve he did. 

I State the instructions which Capt. Warrington gave you upon 

tfaftt occasion ! ^Capt. Warrington ordered me to take ten 

or twelve men, and go into College-green, where 1 should see 
Col. Brereton. 1 uuderstood from Capt. Warrington that I 
going to the gaol. I am douhlful whether Capt. Warrington 
ofdered me to lake up a party in the Square, or whether he told 
me to tell Colonel Brereton there was such a party I might 

Did you lake up a party in Queen-squaro on your way to the 
new gaol J 1 did. 

What was the total strength of tbe detachment with which 
you proceeded to the new gaol ? Twenty men. 

Was the gaol attacked aod threatened with destruction by 
the rioters, when you arrived at it ?— It was. 

Does the number of twenty men include the nuu-c 
officers i It does. 

Did you find Capt. Warrington in bis quarters 
turn from the gaol ? 1 did. 

Did you receive an order from the oF 
Bristol, about eight o'clock on Sunday' 
October, for a detachment of the Sd drag* 
to the Bishop's palace '. 1 did, 

tDid you accordingly proceed in command of a detarbi 
of the 3rd dragoon guards to ll 



nissioned 



ds to proceed 



I Ihc said palai' 



Warringlo 
Did Can 
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Whal was tbBitrenglh urthc dclachmcnt ? Tweut* mini. 

Was C apt. Warring Ion in his quarters »t (lii: Unit: you re- 

:ci¥i;i| the above order f He was not. 

How long bad he been absent ? The last time I uw C»pl, 

'" nglon was about scveu o'l^lock r. n. 

Capt. WarringtoD give jou any instructions when he left 
nis quarters ? He did. 

State what tbcy were r Capt. Warringloa told me be nu 

guing to General Pearson's, at Clifton, to ask bis advice) he 
told me that if he was wanted 1 was to seud a servant to Genera] 
Pearson's for him 

At what time did the detachment which went under jour 

command to the Bishop's palace, return toils quarters' 

About hall-past nine or a. iguarter before ten. 

Where did you then find CapUiu Warrington? CapUia 

Warrington was in his bed-room. 

Was be in bed or iu the act of getting into bed i • — He ns 
in the act of getting into bed. 

How soon afterwards, and on what occasion did Caplftin 

Warringlmi rejoin his troop at the horse bazaar 1 About a 

quarter before eleven on the night of Suaday, when Ibe mob 
attacked Reeve's hotel. The troop turned out in coosequence, 
and Capt. Warrington took the command of thcin. 

Did you proceed iu command of a detachment of the 3rd 
dragoon guards to Queen-si|uare some time befi're live o'clock 
UD Monday morniD^ the 3 1st of October ! 1 did. 

By whose order did yoit proceed thither ) By the order of 

Capt. Warrington. 

What was the strength of your detachment Twentj-oae 

Relate what occurred when you proceeded to the Squaref 

On marching through College-green, 1 met L.ieut.-Col. 

Brereton ; be accompanied me to Queen-square ; two aides of 
tbo Square were on fire, and the mob destroyiiig every tfatagt 
we charged several times dowo the streets at the back of tiw 
Mausion-house, and in and about the Square. 

Sid you send a message from Queeu-square to C^Ul 
Warrington ? 1 did. 

Stale the nature of it, the lime it was sent, and tlio pnM 

who coDveyed it} Ttie nature of the message was to teU 

Capt. Warrington U) bring up his squadron ; the time it wM 
seut was about half-past six or a quarter to seven ; the penon 
who conveyed the message was a dragoon of my own parly, by 
name Llewellio. 

At what time did Capt. Warrington arrive in the Square wilb 

his M|uadron } About seven o'clock. 

Crom-exii mined . 

Have you not heretofore commanded detachments of the Srd 
dragoon guards in laSQ in riots both in Hampshire and in the 
Forest ot Dean, in 1831 } 1 have. 

Did nut Capt. Warrington order you to report yourself sod 
party to Col. Brereton in. College-green on your route to the 
gaol, aud to ask for orders i~ — He did. 
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e your orders for the Lroups In proceed ti 
a his bed-room 



n^hea jou stated that Capt. WarriDgton w 
doyuu mean that you had ever knuwo him 
room since hisarrival in Bristol, until that nii 
knen that Capt. Warrington had made use of that room as his 
bed-room before. 

Had yon known him occupy any other room as abed-room at 

Reeve's bote! previous to that time i No. 

Was Capt. Warrington completely undressed when you saw 

him in the bed-room i He was not. 

Did you not request Capt. Warrington to lie down, and 
promise him that If any thing was required, you would let him 

knuw in person ! 1 did. 

Were ynu not ordered by Cant. Warrington to meet Col. 
Brereton and a Magistrate in Cullegc-green on the Monday 
mum ing, when jou marched to tbe Sijuare ?— Capt. War- 
rington ordered me to meet a Magistrate in College-green : I 
cannot speak as to Col, Brereton. 

Did not Capt. Warrington order you to send an orderly for 
llis reserve party, should you receive orders to act, or anything 

be likely to be done ? Capt. Warrington ordered me to send 

an orderly for bis reserve party, if it should be required ; or 
words to that effect. 

Did you knuw that the troops were to act, when you went 

out with the party alluded to, on tbe Monday morning } 1 

did not know it till I got to Queen-square, uben 1 gave the 
orders myself- 

From an order which Col. Brereton gave you for Capt, War- 
riDglou on Sunday evening, after returning from the Palace, 
did you not understand that Capt. Warrington was acting 
under his immediate orders, and Uiat be was not to move with- 
out AD order from him? Colonel Brereton ordered me to 

inform Capt, Warrington from him that he would not call 

upon him till the last necessity, and not to move till he did. 

lie-examined. 

Did not the original order whlcb you received, to proceed in 

command of a detachment to the gaol, proceed from Captain 

Warriugtou at Reeve's hotel ! Capt. Warrington ordered 

me to turn out with a party to go to the gaol, but ordered mc 
likewise to go to Colonel Brereton and receive further orders. 
By the CoaaT. 
What number did thesqudron consist of that Capt. Warring- 
ton brought to your assistance in Queen-square, on Monday 

morning, the 31st i Twelve men. 

Kefcrringto your answer relative to the orders you conveyed 
Froni Col, Brereton to Capt. Warrington, did jou understand 
Utose orders to refer to Capt. Warrington personally, or to him 
and the force under his command i 1 understood the order 



, at Reevt 



.0 apply to Capl. Warrington pefsonally. 
When Capt. Warrington was in his hed-ri 

I stated, about getting into bed,' 
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How far was he undressed } He had DOlhiag bill U$ 

drawers and shirt ou. 

Did Capt. Warri[i);loD take Ihe rommand of his troop wfa«B 






u'cloi-k. on Mondaj n 



-He did. 



! bazaar ' 
the detachraeot turned out od Moudajr morning ? He was, 

H. LiEivELLrn, jirivalein the 3d Dragoon GiiaTds, eiaminei. 

Did jou convey a message froni Cornet Kelson, in Queen- 
square, to Capt. Warringt-on at the horse bazaar, on Mondij' 
morninz the 3 ist Oct. ; 1 did. 

At what hour did jou reach (he bazaar with the said mes- 
sage 't Between 6 and 7 o'clock in the niorning. 

CrOU-examined. 

Did you find the reserve partj quite readj to turn out, and 
did they not in fact turnout immediately after you delivered the 
message? — Thej were ready and Ibey turned out immediately. 

Diifyou return with the party to Que^n-square ?— — Ycb, 

Did tbey move at a trot the whole way j Yes, they did. 

Did not Capt. Warriogton continue actively employed at the 

head of bis troop after he bad taken the command of it ? — Yes. 

J. Cmlkik, ffailer at Reeve't Holel, examinfd. 

Do you know at what hour Capt. Warrington returned to 
Reeve's hotel after 8 o'clock on Sunday evening, the 30th 
October i Near about ten. 

At what time did a body of rioters commence an attack on 
s hotel f About 5 or 10 minutes past 1 1 on Sunday 



ii";ht. 
Wher 



? Capt. Warr 






t the tin 



of that attack? 



fitale what became of Capt. Warrington in consequence of 

thai attack, and when you next ?aw him ? He went out of a 

iide door to his troop I he was mounted on his borse the next 
time I saw him, at the head of his troop, near the side door of 



1 front of Ibt 
ealtMfc' 



r hnu> 

Did the troop immediately afterwards 
hotel ? Yes. 

Whereabout was tbe nu tnber of rioters that made the 
on Reeve's hotel, and what damage did tbey < 
From 8 to 10 or 18 : in th« first place they broke the spikes«K 
tbe wall, and then broke the windows of the lower roams. 

What do you conceive to be the greatest number of rioters 
whom Tou saw in or about the hotel during the attack?— — 
I should think there were from 20 to SS ; there may have been 

Crosi-exam ined. 

Did you see Capt. Warrington speak* o M P rry about 

8 o'clock on Sunday evening, in lie ho Nol to my 

recollection. 

When you saw Capt. Warrington h w H a d on the 

Sunday evening, did he nut desire j u o nd M Kelson to 

him tbe moment he returned with d a hm u Yes, 

he did. 
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Could Cnpt. Warrington bave been in Reeve's hotel after 
eight o'clock and before ten, on Sunday evening, without your 
seeing him ? Yes, he could. 

Can you relate to the Court wlij Capt. Warrington retired 

Lu a bed-room i 1 recolleet that on Sunday night, Mrs. 

Ferrj", the landlady, was speaking to CapL Warrington, the 
precise time 1 cannot recollect ; she said, " Capt. Warrington, 
you look very ill. 1 tbink you had better go to bed." She said 
she would make hliD something to t:ake, for she thought the 
cold shivers or ague, was coming upon him. Ho said, " 1 
thiuk I will," and dcsiied me to call him as quick as possible 
if any thing occurred. 

Do jou know if the clothes Capt. Warrington had on were 
wet ! 1 do not. 

From the time that elapsed after the mob commenced their 
attack on thehotel, and Capt. Warrington's appearance in uni- 
form, do you think he could have been entire!] undressed ; 

1 should think noL 

Troop Sergeanl-Major J. Mainin examined. 

Were you in command of a party of the 3rd dragoon guards, 
in Queen-square between two and four on Sunday afternoon, 

^^be SOth of October; J was. 

^^E Did Cornet Kelson come to the Square with another party 
^^■rSrd dragoon guards, and order you to join him with your 

^nuty, andto proceed to the newgaolj He did. 

^ What was the strength of the party when joined together f 
Twentj-one. 

Was Capt. Warrington with the party at any period till the 
whole of them returned from the city gaol ? No. 

Did you accompany a detachment of Capt. Warrington's 
troop to the Bishop's palace in the evening of the 30th of 
October? 1 did. 

Who commanded the detachment? Cornet KeUon; Col. 

Brereton was present. 

What was the strength of the detachment? Twenty. 

Do you mean that Col. Brereton was present when the de- 
tachment turned out, or that he took the command at the 

Bishop's palace? To the best of my recollection. Colonel 

Brerelon was the first who turned the party out — Cornet Kelson 
formed the party, told them off, and gave them the word to march. 

Can you undertake to say that Col. Brereton was present 
when the party turned out, or is it only your impression that 

he was there? 1 can speak positively as to Col. Brereton 

having given me the order to turn out the troop, but I cannot 
swear he was present when Cornet Kelson paraded them out. 

Did you see Lieul.and Adjutant Francis at the bazaar when 
the troop was ordered to turn out ? 1 did not. 

Was Capt. Warrington absent from his troop when the de 
tachment turned out? He was. 

How many non-commlssioncd officers and men were absent 
from the bazaar on other duly at the time the said detachment 
■jfalTued out ? To the best of my recollection eight. 
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Did Capt. Warrington join or Uke the command of then, 
det^chiueut at aof time till it returned tu quarters ?^-^Nu. 
Were you uq duty with a detachoieut uf the 3rd drafoei 

fuards which left the 13azaar some tjnie before live D*cliick en 
[ondaj morning, the 31st of October for Qdten-siiuare ? 

Who ordered out the detachment? Capt. Warrington. 

Who commanded it? Cornet Kclsun. 

What was it strength ? Twenty-one. 

Did Cant, Warrington Lheu remuin behind in quarters? 

He did. 

Cr-om-examined. 

Was Colonel Brereton with the parlj that turned out to gn 
to the Bishop's Palace the whole Litne, and until they were 

ordered to return to their quarters? 1 recollect seeing Cut. 

Brereton immediatel)' after we left the bazaar yard, and be 
Hraained with us until we returned to College-grBen.^ — He was 
with us at the Bishop's palace the whole time. 

Did the party return, direct from College-green to their 
quarters ? Yes. 

Sir C. Daldiac here announced that the evidence for tin 







After a short pause, Capt.WiUKlNGTON proci 
to address the Court in his 

DEFENCE, 

" General Sir Henry Fane, and the Members of this 
bonourable Court, — Wlien the honourable and gallant 
General, upon whom has devolved the duty of coiitluctiug; 
this prosecution a^iist inc, stated to the Court that it 
was with feelings of an afflictive nature, that he found 
himself enlaced in so luvidious a line of duty, 
the most implicit credit to the sincerity of " 



t duty, 1 gave 
f that detiHH^ 



3fi5 



HI*™'' 



tioii. And if ht: felt llie necessity of bespeaking jour 
indul^nce, on account of tlie painful situation in which 
he was placed, it may perhaps be permitted to me, with- 
out the appearance of presnmptionj to request a similar 
indulgence on my part. 

" Having, for ibe first time in my life, to speak before 
any assembly, and that imder circumstances so novel 
and painful, hearing myself designated as ' the prisoner 
at the bar,' to be subjected to the forms and ceremonies 
incidental to that situation, naturally increases my em- 
barrassment. 

" When I reflect that as one engaged in an honoiirable 

profession, by which I must hope to live, I have had 

hanging over me an imputation on my character as a 

ilitary man, which by my own desire I am now endea- 

luring to repel, I trust I may have some claim to the 

'iilgente of this honourable Court. 
By the address of my Prosecntor, I have been ap- 
prised that I am tried upon charges foimded on the 
proceedings of a Court of Enquiry, which was held on 
my superior and commanding officer. But when my 
prosecutor so feelingly and so eloquently deplored his 
melancholy fate, in language more appropriate and 
forcible than I could describe, how ranch more must I 
inwardly lament his loss, under whose orders 1 had 
served, and who could, if living, have beat satisfied this 
honourable Court, whether, in any one instance, while 
tinder his command, I had been inattentive to my duty. 
The Court is already aware, that the orders given by 
the late Commander of the troops, during the riots, 
were generally verbal I will on do occasion ask this 
honourable Court to receive my assurance that I had an 
order for any particular duty, in the absence of proof to 
support my assertion. And here permit me to observe, 
that following the example of my prosecutor, and the 
dictates of my own heart, I shall endeavour, on all oc- 
casions, so far as in my power lies, to avoid all mention 
of a name which cannot be uttered without giving me 
pain. I woidd sooner suffer any degradation, or bear all 
the odiam of these charges, than I would place one blot 
npoD his escutcheon. 

"Nor is my embarrassment In any way diminished 
;e generosity of my prosecutor, in having expressed 
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au interest iu the fate of an humble an indiTidna 
iDiyeelf, especially when comingfrom an otlicer so jnstfy 
distin;^uished ; it Imposes upon me a debt of gratitude, 
that will leave me ever to regret that my conduct 
should even for a moment have made an UQfavourable 
impression upon the mind of one, whose good opinion 
tit would have been my greatest pride to have deserved, 
■and who, as the public prosecutor, has discharged his 
•duty without any vindictiveness or personality towanla 
-me. I labour under au additional disadvantage in 
being compelled to speak wholly of myself, in the pre- 
sence of a tribunal composed of officers, whose gallant 
Iservices in the field have been crowned by the niosl 
Linarked approbation of their sovereign. 
. " But when I reflect upon the eventful circumstances 
■connected with this enquiry — the immense loss of life 
and property at a time when my conduct is censuredi 
-the late awful catastrophe, which still throws such a 
gloom over this city; and the yet more recent and 
appalling sacrifice made within these few hours, and 
within a short distance of these walls,* as an atonement 
to the oifended laws of the country ; when I reflect 
■that I myself ain compelled, at this particular juncture, 
to launch my bark auiongst the shoals and breakers 
that have proved destructive to so many others, I may 
well be unfitted for any struggle, however necessary for 
■the preservation of my honour. 

" I cannot but be sensible that statements have beoi 
sent forth to the world, in various forms, reflecting on 
the military service during the Bristol riots, and in 
particular of the troop which I had the honour to com- 
ifliand ; that these statements having so loug remained 
uncontradicted, made nne anxious, from the commenee- 
ment of this trial, to let some refutation follow cadi 
attempt to substantiate any charge. Notwithstanding 
e difficulties I will endeavour to meet the charges, 
throwing myself upon the indulgence of this honourable 
jCoui't for the inability and inefficiency of my attempt. 

" Although it will become necessary for me to make 
some allusion to the conduct of others, I do not desire 
or intend to evince any vindictive feeling, or to retaliate 
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upou tliose whose public statements have been calcu- 
lated to remove odium and responsibility from the civil 
to the military authorities, I desire to confine myself 
as strictly as possible to a refutation of tbe charges 
against me, and if I could be so ungenerous as to in- 
tend more, my profound respect for this honourable 
Court would at once deter me from the attempt ; and, 
after having stated the various difliculties under which 
I labour, I should do injustice to my own feelings if I 
did not acknowledge that there is one circumstance 
connected with these proceedings which affords me 
consolation, and which I hope, without tbe suspicion of 
flattery, I may be permitted to mention; it is, that my 
bonoiu- and character are enti-usted to such an assembly, 
over which there presides one who has not been more 
bighly renowned for his gallantry in the field, than dis- 
tinguished for a reach of abUity which renders it un- 
necessary to consultthehi^baitUiority on his right hand, 
and for impartiality proveroial throughout the army. 

" Having taken the liberty of maldng these general 
remarks, I shall now proceed to trouble the Court with 
iome observations more immediately connected with 
bese charges; and I shall endeavour to do so as briefly 

I possible. 

" Upou the first, I humbly submit that, being under 
the immediate command of Lieut.-Col. Breretou, from 
the moment that my tro.op arrived in Bristol, nothing 
but his express orders, or die written requisition or pre- 
sence of a Magistrate, could, therefore, have released 
le from that command. 

" I do not mean to question Mr. Kington's respecta- 
bility, but as he told me that he was not a Magistrate, 
and as his communication was merely verbal, and not 
proceeding from any oificial source, I appeal to this 
honourable Court how far 1 was bound, in tlie words of 
the charge, ' to order out the troop,' or to forward to my 
commanding otHcer either that or the other numerous 
verbal communications received that night; particularly 
when I had reason for supposing that there was an inten- 
tion on the part of the rioters to separate my force. 

" I can prove that I invariably directed the persons 
making these nn authenticated communications, to the 
commanding officer. 
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" Mr. Kington and several others b_ 
to meet their wiehca, anil that my non -compliance arose 
solely from a want of proper authority. In this in- 
stance, I submit that my refusal to turn out was in 
strict accordance with the orders of my commander 
and the rules of the serrice, particularly with tlie in- 
Btrucdons under which I acted last winter in the soath- 
west district. 

" On the second charge, I would observe, that on 
Monday mominfr, the aist October, about half-past 
three o'clock, a letter was brought by two gentlemen to 
&e quarters of the 3rd dragoon guards, addressed to 
I ifleut.-Col. Brereton, or "the officer commanding his 
I .Majesty's troops," as stated. Upon reading the direc- 
I Hon, I refused to break the seal, observing that the 
I Colonel was to be found at the Adjutant's quarters, 
close by (No. 2, Unity-street.) When repeatedly nrged 
by those gentlemen to open the letter, one of them 
oncring to take the responsibility upon himself, I was 
:i)ersuaded to do so, and read its contents in their hear- 
ing. I pressed them to take it immediately to the Colo- 
1 nd, and offered to retiuTi it, but they reftised to receive 
it lu their presence I desired Sergeant Deaiie to give 
directions for half of the troop, which was not biioled 
np, to get ready immediately, firmly believing that they 
were gone to Col. Brereton's, to apprise him of the 
communication from the Mayor. 

" I will prove, to the satisfaction of the Court, that, 
upon the subsequent application of the Ma^stratc 
referred to in the charg^e, I evinced every readijiess to 
co-operate with him. I do, however, deeply regid 
that I relied upon those gentlemen to communicate to 
my commanding officer the contents of the letter, instol 
of taking the more military course of dispatching- it bj 
an orderly. I humbly solicit, on this explanation, tbe 
indulgence and favourable consideration of this hononr- 
able Court, 

"The 3rd charge comprises portions of two days, 
namely, the 30th and 31st of October, and states that, 
at different times on those days, when the excesses were 
committed, the troop under ray command was then the 
only military force in Bristol ; that I ought to have been 
within immediate call of the quarters, and c 
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my detachment that was ordered out, but that I greatly 
neglected and violated my duty in several respects. 

" In the first coiint, that about four in the afternoon 
of the 30th Oct. I ordered out a detachment of two- 
thirds of the troop to the city gaol, under the sole com- 
mand of a young Cornet. Now, it appears, by the 
evidence of Comet Kelson, that I sent him with 10 or 
12 men only to College-oreen to meet Lieut. -Col. 
Brereton ; and although Comet Kelson did not exactly 
recollect whether I ordered him to take up a party in the 
Square, or to tell the Colonel that there was a party in 
the Square which might be spared, I will make it appear 
distinctly that the latter was my order; so that, instead 
of sending a great proportion of the troop, I only sent 
oat ten or twelve men, and they were not ordered by me 
to the gaol, but to report themselves at College-green 
to the Lieut. -Colonel, and ask for orders. They were 
ordered by him to the gaol ; and whatever might be 
Comet Kelson's period of service, it has been proved 
that he was employed in 1830 and 1831 in the disturbed 
districts, where he acquitted himself creditably ; and on 
the 30th Oct. the day in question, he was frequently 
onder the superintendence of Col. Brereton, who might 
be presumed to be the best judge of his competency 
when he dispatched bim to the gaol. 

" The 2nd count stales, that while the troop was in 
qnarters on the 30th Oct. I absented myself for a consi- 
derable space of time; and That, during ray absence, a 
detachment was called out to protect the Bishop's 
palace; that it proceeded under the command of one 
troop officer only. With respect to this count, I will 
not for a moment deny the fact of my absence, but I 
will state to the Court the reason of it, and will prove 
the steps I took before I left the neighbourhood of my 
quarters. 

" The Court will not, I trust, consider my conduct 
as the result of indifference, or the want of the vigour 
and activity reqtusite in my situation. On all former 
occasions, when I was employed on similar duties, the 
force under my command was invariably accompanied 
by a Magistrate; but finding the case so different at 
Bristol, I wished for the advice of some experienced 
officer to «anction me in resorting; to exlremitie*. 
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" Having heard that General Pearson, an ofS( 
great experience and distinction, resided at Clifton, I 
stated to Comet Kelson my intention to go, wlule ^ 
city appeared quiet, and ask the General's advice, 
although 1 was a total stranger to him. 

" As I left my quarters a little hefore eight in the 
evening, I called to enquire if the officer commanding 
the troops had any orders for me, which I will prove, 
and that Col. Brereton answered that he had not 

"I went as fast as I could to Gen. Pearson's, and 
staid there about iive minutes. The General will prove 
the short communication I had with him. I returned 
immediatelj to my quarters, and was seen there before 
nine o'clock. 

" On my return I leamt that a detachment had been 
ordered out. Lieut, and Adjutant Francis states that 
the order he took was for a party ouly ; but I am ready 
to admit, strictly speaking, I had no right to absent 
myself for a moment. I trust, however, that this hon. 
Court will see the anxiety I evinced to meet the 
exigencies of my situation, and wiU not condemn the 
motive which induced my absence, 

" The third count alleges, that having returned to my 
quarters during the absence of the detachment, in place 
of proceeding to join the same or of waiting its return, 
I did, before the return of the detachment, which was 
about ten o'clock in the same evening, retire to my bed. 

" I hope the facta relating to this charge are already 
understood. Comet Kelson has proved that I wailed 
the return of the detachment. The landlady of Reeve's 
hotel had observed some ague symptoms upon me, and, 
with difficidty prevailed upon me to retire to a bedroain. 
Comet Kelson saw that I had not all my clothes 
off, at a quarter before ten o'clock. John Corfield, the 
waiter, States that I coiUd not have been wholly un- 
dressed, from the short time that elapsed between the 
attack on the house and my appearance in unifonn, 
coming down stairs on my way to tlie stables, 

"By Mr. Kington's evidence it appears that, at about 
ten or half-past ten, he saw me mounted at the head of 
my troop. So that, taking Comet Kelson's statement 
of the time when he left me in the room, and 
Kington's evidence of my being on horseback u 
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hour after or thereabouts, the charge will resolve itself 
to thia, — ^that while suffering under a shivering fit, from 
the consequences of clothes which had heeu wetted re- 
peatedly during the preceding SI houi's, I retired to 
change; that after, and not before, the return of Comet 
Kelson and the detachment, I was seen by the Comet 
partially undressed, and received a distinct pledge fi-om 
nim, when he left the room, that if anything was wanted 
he himself would immediately report to me, 

"The fourth count of the tlurd charge states, that 
between four and five o'clock, on the morning of the 
31st October, when adetachraentof the troop was called 
out to stop the progress of the riots in Queen-square, I 
permitted the detachment to proceed on such service 
under the sole command of Comet Kelson, while I re- 
mained inactive in my quarters. 

" Now, the fact is, that the detachment in question 
, was not ordered by mc to the scene of the riots; they 
were uot in Queen-square under the sole command of 
,tbe said Comet; and I did not remain inactive in my 
quarters. But, on the contrary', I remained at my 

Siarters with ten or twelve men as a reserve, by Col. 
rereton's express orders; and marched off a detach- 
saent under Comet Kelson, desiring him to go to Col- 
iege-green, where Col, Brcrcton and a Magistrate would 
join them, and if there was any thing to do I was 
inatantly to he informed. They proceeded to Queen- 
square from College-green, under the immediate com- 
<mand of Colonel Brereton. As soon as they were 
■ordered to charge I was sent for, and lost not a moment 
in bringing up the remainder of the troop and putting 
myself at their head. We afterwards ft-equently charged 
the mob, and greatly contributed in quelling the riots. 

" To come, however, to the concluding part of these 
ehaives, which insinuates, in general terms, that through- 
out the period of the riots, there was a want of activity 
and vigour, requisite in the sitnation in which I was 
placed, almost approaching to a sympathy ivith the 
rioters, — 1 propose, with the permission of this honour- 
able Court, to call Major Mackworth, M^or Beckwith, 
and the officers of the 1 4th light dragoons, to state their 
opinion of my conduct when they saw me emploj-ed 
during the riots. I propose to put in several testimonials 
A a a 
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of officers under tvhoee command I have been, amoiw 
theoi those of Major-Genera! Sir Jolin Brown, Colona 
the Hon. George Abercromby, Colonel Story, Mfyors 
Maunsell, Hadden, and Frazer. I have aJso testimo- 
nials from two gentlemen who had frequent oppor- 
tunities, as Magistrates in the South West I>istri<df of 
pbserving my readiness to co-operate with the citil 

. power. One of these gentlemen was that distinguished 
officer, General Sir Hnssej Vivian ; the other. Sir Win. 
Heathcote, one of the most active and able MagistrKt«8 
in the district ; that gentleman, or some other Magis- 
trate, invariably accompanied the troops when called 
otit to quell the riots. 

" I have many apoloo^ies to offer for having trespassed 

\ BO long on the time of the Ooiut ; my anxiety may have 
led me to do bo at greater length, from regard to the 
gallant regiment to which I belong : from the recollec- 

I lion that my father and brother are both soldiers ; that 
my grandfather, great grandfather, and almost every 

I male relation and connexion, for centuries past, have 
held commiBsions in the British Army, 

" In conclusion, allow me to add, that no one can 
more deeply deplore the excesses that occurred, and the 

. calamities that followed the disgraceful riot» in this 

I city; and I confidently hope that my conduct will in 

' no way be considered as supporting the accusatJons 

I against me." 

Captain Warrington having concluded his address, 
banded in the following documentary evidence, which 
' was read by the Deputy Judge Advocate : — 

The first was a letter from Sir Husaey Vivian, which statej 

that from the opportunity which the writer had of witnessing 

the CDDduct of Capt. Warrington, in suppressing the distur- 

llSDces in Hampshire, he dispfaycd all the zeal and a ctivit; 

, Ibat couid be required. 

The second, from Sir W. Heathcote, a Magistrate of Haols, 

t expressed the grateful recollections of that gentleman for the 

^ xealous and active co-operation be received from Captain 

Warrington, during the riots in that part of England. 

The third, another communication from the satae gentleman, 

f Btated it to be the invarialile custom for every deta,chmcat of 

(iniilitary employed on that service, to be accompaaied by one 

or more Magistrates. 

The fourth, B letter from Major-Geoeral Sir John Brown, 
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stated that the conduct of Capt. Warringlon, as bd officer and 
m gentleman, while under the cominand of the writer, was such 
>s to merit bis wa.rn]est approval. 

The fifth, from Lieat.-Cul. Slorj, of the 3rd dragoon guards, 
declared the conduct of Capt. Warrington to have been always 
perfectly correct, and that he was most zealous ia the discharge 
of his military duty. 

The sixth, from Lieut, -Col. Abcrcomhy, bore testimony to 
the ezcelleut conduct of Capt. Warringtoo as an officer and a 
gentleman. It stated bira to he worthy, in all respects, the 
character of a British ofhcer ; zealous and active id the dis- 
charge of his duties ) and that the writer would have f«lt the 
utmost confidence in Capt. Warrington acquitting himself, on 
every occasion, creditably and honorably. 

The seventh, from Major Hadden. of the 3rd dragoon guards, 
stated Captain Warrington's character to be most exemplary 
■n every respect; and that his zeal, activity, and intelligence 
were such, as to render him au ornament to the profession. 

The eighth, from Major Maunsell, of the 3rd dragoon guards, 
declared Capt. Warrington to be most attentive to his duties, 
~ "■ ■ * " performing them. In Nov. 1830, when 

nraand, be had acquitted himself to bis 






Bad r 
under 
perfect satisfactii 

The ninth, from Mr. John Frazer, formerly Staff-Major at 
the Cavalry Oepdt, Maidstone, stated that during the eighteen 
months Capt. Warrington was under bim, he had entertained 
the higbesi opinion of his conduct and principles as an officer 
ftad a geutlemao. 

The followmg witaesses were tlien called : — 
Cornet Kblsou, examined. 

Did you bear Col. Brereton give any orders to Capt, War- 
TiDgtan, as he wasmarchiug into Bristol, ou the S9th October? 
— ^I did. 

State what they were? 1 heard Co]. Brereton tell Capt. 

Warrington that he was going to remain with the 14th dragoons, 
in the caltle-marlicl I and that all orders to him (Capt, War- 
rington) must come through Col. Brereton. Some further 
conversation took place, but I do not recollect its precise sig- 
oificalion. 

Private WiLLiAH DsftHBr, examined. 

Did you hear Col Brereton give any orders to Capt. War- 
rington, as he was marching with his troop into Bristol, on 
Saturday morning, the e9th October? Yes. 

As nearly as you recollect, state what those orders were?^— 
In case the troop, or any part of it, should be naoted, be was 
not to turn out. except on an order from Col. Brereton, or on 
K requisition signed hy two of the Magistraics. 

Do you know whether any person, on fiunday evening, the 
aoth October, bplwcen 10 and M o'clock, called at Leigh's sU- 



bles, to ask for military aid?— 



-Ther 



e three persons. 
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Dill vou hear Capt. 

were Magistrates? ' 

Did jou hear Capt, 



WarringtOD ask those persons I 
Ifes. 
Warrington refer those persons to Go), 

Brurctuo's quarters ? Yes. 

Private Cota examined. 

Did you hear any orders given by Col. Brereton to CqiL 

Warringlon, on marching into Brialol, on Satordnj morning, 

the 30th of October? Yea, Cap I. Warrington was not to 

move his troop out of the gaol, without the orders of two 
Magistrates. 

Were there any other orders you heard given? Nothing 

fnrther. 

Did you hear Col, Brercton give Capt. Warrington any 
general orders on the march to Bristol, for his guidance whilst 

in Bristol ? None but what I have stated. 

Do you know whether any persons called at Leigh's slablei, 
between 10 and 19 on Sunday night, the 30th October, I 
for the assistance of Capt. Warrington's troop ? — 

Did you hear Capt. Warrington enquire of those persons if 
they were Magistrates? Yes. 

What did they reply ? That they were not. 

Did you hear Capt, Warrington refer those persons to Col, 
Brereton, at his quarters; Yes. 

Did Capt. Warrington express his willingness to go outwitii 

bis troop if he had an order from a Magistrate to do so ? 

Yes. 



—Yes ( three 



Private BaouLEr examined. 
When Capt. Warrington's troop was marchin 



„ into Bristol, 
n Saturday morning, the asih of October, did you hear Col. 

Breieton give Capt. Warrington any orders? 1 did. 

State what those orders were? Directly we fame over 

the bridge, and were going towards the gaol, 1 beard him tell 
Capt Warrington he should not have an opportunity of being 
in the immediate vicinity where the troops were stationed, u 
his duty would call him to various parts of the town, that he 
himself (Col, Brereton] should keep a continual communic» 
tion with the Magistrates, and that Capt. Warrington was not 
to turn out his troop, or send out any parties, without an order 
direct from him, or ou a requisition, signed bj two Magistrates. 

Sergeant-Major JH^Leod examined. 
Did you see the troop of the Dodiugton Yeomanry Cavalry 

in Bristol, on any part of Sunday, the 30lh October last? 

Yesi they formed in front of the Recruiling-OfBce, in College 
green, on or about 1 1 o'clock on Sunday night. ■ 

By the Court. 
Do you know what was the strength of the troop?— 
[Close of defence on the first charge.] 
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Cornel Kblsos examined on the lecond Charge. 

Did you see a letter delivered to Capt. Warrington, al 
Leigh's 3la1>ks, ud Monday moraiug. Slat of 0<:tuber, purport- 
ing to be frum the Mayor of Bristol, and addressed to Lieut.- 
Gol. Brereton, or the officer commaDiiing his Majesty's troops? 

1 did not see the letter delivered s 1 saw Capt. Warrington 

reading a letter, about half-past three t I cannot say to whom 
it was addressed, or the purport of the letter. 

About how long did he remain in conversation with the per- 
■on who brought him the letter? About ten minutes. 

State what you heard pass ou that occasion? 1 heard 

either Capl. Warringlou, or the troop-sergeant-major, say, it 
was the King's regulations that a Magistrate should accompauy 
aoy party sent out. 

Crass-exam ined. 

Have the kindness to recollect, if you can, whether it ivas 
Capt. Warrington, or the troop-sergeant-major that made that 
reiily ? 1 cannot recollect which it was. 

If that reply was made by the troop-sergeant-major, was It 

Id Capt. Warrington's presence ? It was. 

Sergeant Dbjne, examined. 

Did you see a note delivered to Capt. Warrington on Mon- 
day morning, the 31st of October? 1 did; about a quarter 

Did you hear any conversation between the bearer of the 
note and Capt. Warrington? 1 did. 

State what passed > ^When the gentlemen brought the note 

they asked me for the coraroauding olijcer ; 1 thought they 
meant Captain Warrington, and directed them to the stable 
where be was amongst tile horses. Cafit. Warrin|tua requested 
me to get a light for him to read the note. After reading it, 
be loliTthem he was not the commanding officer, and requested 
them to take it to Cul. Breretou, at the corner of College-green, 
and that they would be sure to find him there, or at the District 
Adjutant's lodgings. Tbey then answered that they had been 
looking for him (Colonel Brereton) for three cjuarters of an 
hour or better, ^nd could not find him. Captain Warrington 
exprefised his willingness to act, if be could geta proper order, 
or be accompanied by a Magistrate. One of the gentlemen then 
said, he would expose Col. Brercton's conduct in the public 
papers. 

Did you hear any thing said by either of the gentlemen who 
delivered the letter about taking the responsibility on himself. 
if Capt. Warrington would open the letter i if so, sUte what 

was said ) One of them requested Capt. Warrington to open 

the letter, and said he would he responsible. 

Were any orders given to you by Capt. M 
presence of those gentlemen, about bridlmg u 
There was; he ordered the horses that were then not bridled, tn 
be bridled up immedlate1y,as he expected to have orders to (urn 

1^ 
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Bad jou auj reason to believe that thtt geatlcmen who de- 
, livereil this letter weut in consequence of the abuve convena' 
I tion, in search of the coniniau ding officer of the LroopB; if bo, 

I state jour reasons for such belief? Yes, 1 had i at the time 

r thej were goingaway, Capt. Warriagton requested of tbem to 
I go to the corner of College- green, as 1 have before slated, 
f where they would find Col. Grereton- A short timeafterwardt, 
I Capt. Warrington said to me, " My God, what a time those 
[ geotlemen are away 1" 

I Alter the receipt of the Mayor's letter, and before the de- 
I tachment turned out to go to the Square, did you see a Magi»- 

I trate tall on Capt. Warrington for assistance J 1 saw a 

I gentleman talking to Capt. Warrington abont wanting the 

\ lervicesof the troop; Capt, Warrington told him, '* I am read; 

I and willing to act at any moment, if 1 could only see a Magiv- 

[ trate. He said, " 1 am a Magistrate." Capt. Warrington said, 

" Then accompany me." He Hesitated for some time, and asked 

if that was according to regulation. Capt. Warrington said it 

i, or he most have an order signed by two Magistrates. He 

then requested Capt. Warrington to go along mtb faim to Col, 

Breretoo's. Capt. Warrington went with bim, and previoustj 

grdered every man to stand to his horse. 

Did Capt. Warrington show a willingness to go to Queen- 

Suare, in case he bad proper anthoritj for that purpose .' 
e did. 
Did the person who bad represented himself to be a'Magistrate, 

offer to go with the detachment? 1 don't remember that 

he did. 



Troop-Sergeant-MajoT Mjarnf, examined. 
lU see a letter delivered to Capt. Warringti 



Mon- 
.state at what time? 
between three and four 
o'clock. 

Did you hearany conversation between Capt. Warrington and 
the bearers; if so, slate it? They requested Capt, Warring- 
ton to open it; Capt. Warrington at first refused; after some 
talking, they said they would take the responsibility upon tbero- 
wives. Capt, Warrington then complied. 

After the couversalioD, what became of the bearers of the 

letter? They left the baiaar. 

When the hearers of the letter were going away, did Caplain 

Warrington give any orders; if so, stale what ihej were? 

One bait' of the troop was unbridled, and Captain Warrington 
ordered me to go and get it bridled up. 

Were those gentlemen still within hearing when that order 

was given P ^t is my inspression they were not. 

Did you see a person call at Leigh's stables on Monday morn- 
ing, the 31st of Oct., and hear him state to Capt. Warrington 

that he was a Magistrate ? 1 did. 

Did you hear any conversation take place between that per- 
son and Capt. Warrington j if so, state what it was ? When 

he first came in, he tola Capl. Warrington that things had ar- 
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rived al such a pitch, that he must insist on his resorting to the 
utmost extremity. Cant. Warrington replied, that if be would 
show him B Magistrate be was ready to attend directly. He then 
replied, >' 1 am a Magistrate." Capt. Warrington then said, 
" If jou will attend me, I am ready to go." The person then 
asked if it was according to regulation that Capt. Warrington 
should be attended by a Magistrate. Capt. Warrington said, 
"Yes." The person calling himself a Ma^strate then requested 
Capt. Warrington to attend bim to Col. Brereton's, and Capt. 
Warrington went. 

Did the conversation you have raentioneJ take place in the 

Horse bazaar P It did. 

Priva'e Lleit Ellin, examined an the third Charge. 

Were you one of the party which accompanied Cornet Kelson 
to the city gaol on Sunday afteraaon the 30tb Oct.? Yes. 

Did you hear Captain Warrington give Cornel Kelson any 
orders as to the place where the detacbmcat was to go, and from 

whom they were to receive subsequent instructions! Yes; 

he gave orders to Cornet Kelson to march to College-green, and 
tu wait for further orders from Col, Brereton. 

Did you bear any Ihing said to Cornet Kelson by Colonel 
Brereton, hefore you went to the city gaol, about removing 

some of the party from the Mansion-house i Col. Brereton 

desired Cornet Kelson to go to the Mausiou-house, to take up 
that party, and proceed to the g^ol. 

Sergeant DEA/tE examined. 

Did you accompany a party of the 3rd dragoon guards, under 
Cornet Kelson, from Leigh's stables to Collcge-grecn, about 
four o'clock on Sunday afTernonn, the 30th October? 1 did. 

What was the strength of the party, and where was it desired 

logo, when it left Leigh'sstables? Eleven; it nasdirected 

to go to College-green. 

TaoMAs Djrreli, Esq. examined. 

Did you accompany Capt. Warrington to Col. Brereton''9 
lodgings, in Unity-street, on Sunday the 30th October, between 

seven and eight o'clock in the evening? [ did accompany an 

officer t I do not know whether it was Cant. Warringto" 



betweeu the officer you so accoEnpauied and Col. Brereton; if 

so, state what it was? .1 heard a few words; when I went 

in, the officer asked Col. Brereton what was to be done? Col. 
Brereton replied he did uot knotv, be had no ordci 
thin^ to that effect. 

Did you hear the officer you accompanied ask Col. Brereton 
if he had any orders for him ? 1 did not. 

Can yuu recollect whether Col. Brereton's expression wa; 

" 1 have no orders fur you," or '* i have no orders ?" I believ 

he said, " I do not know what is to be done, I have no orders. 

Thomas Foupbtt, lervant to Gen. Pearton, examined. 

Did yon see Capt. Warrington call at General Pearson's, o 

Sunday evening, Oct 30; ifso, sUte at what hour? Yea 

between sis and seven. 
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Wbfre did General Pearson reside on thai occasion?—— Al 
Prospect Cottage, Somerset-place, Clifloa. 

What time did General Pearson dine on that da;, and waii 

Sinner over when Capt. Warrington arrived? He dined at 

Bve o'clock, and dinner was over. 

How long did CapL WarriugtoD remain with the General? 

1 should suppose about four or five niinutcs, from the UmB 

I let him in till the bell was rung for me to let bim out. 

How was Capt. Warrington dressed?— To the best of m; 
recollection be was in uniforra. 

Do jou recollect what sort of weather it nas that evening? 
It was wet. 

Can you recollect how long after Gen. Pearson's dinner-hour 

it was when Capt. Warrington called ? 1 cannot, esactlj. 

Bjr [fie Court. 

Do you recollect whether Capt. Warrington came oa horse- 
back? 1 do not recollect i there are several steps before the 

door, and 1 do not know whether he came on horseback or not. 






II Bu ihen propwc^ bj (he Pr»id«it tbtt itCapc. VVanington [houghl |l encDtlia la 

"capt^irringWdriiftet con!u1l™"wilh hU ftlendi, Mid the M.girtr.to beftire wboa 
Gen. PeariDn-s alfldsvii wu sworn vas in Court, and iiid juat Informed him |CBft>ia 

Private Daly examined. 

Did you receive anj orders from Cornet Kelson on Sunday 
night, the 30lh of October, to go to General Pearson's for 
Capt. Warriuglon? 1 did. 

At what hour, and what were the orders given to yc 
About ei°;ht o'clock I was ordered to go to General Peat 
and tell Capt. Warrington to return immediately. 

Did you go direct to Gen. Pearson"t>? 1 went to am 

place by mistake, and was then directed to the right place. 

When you got to Somerset Cottage, did you find Capt. "" 
rington there ? No. 

Did any person at Gen. Pearson's say how long it was Capt. 

Warrington had left the house ■ The servant said he had left 

some time, but did not mention bow long. 

Did vou return direct to the bazaar from Somerset Cottage? 
1 d'id. 

How soon after your return did you sec Capt. Warrington 

and at what place? 1 saw Capt. Warriuglon directly after 

my return, at the Horse bazaar. 

As nearly as you can recollect, what was the hour at nbich 
you saw Capt. Warrington at the Horse bazaar, after your re- 
turn from Somerset Cottage ? 1 should tbjnk it was about 

nine o'clock, as near as 1 can recollect. 
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Croti-exatnined. 

Do you know how many men and horses of the 3rd dragoi 

guards were there when Cajil. Warriuglor --"— -■ -<■*"- >■ 

returu from Somerset Cottage ? 1 don't ' 

B,v the CovsT. 
Do jou know whether Capt. Warrington went to Somerset 
Cottage on fi)Ot or horseback ? 

[Capt. Warrington adrailted that he went on foot,] 

JohS ConriBLo, ffaiter at Reeve'a HoteK examined. 

Were jou sent for some medicine for Capt, Warrington on 

Sunday evening, Oct. 30lh ? 1 wa5. 

Cornet Kelsos recalled. 

Did Capt. Warrington absent himself from his quarters at 

Reeve's hotel, as far as you know, at any time during the Bris- 

Ipl riots, encept when on duty, or when he told you he was 

going to General Pearson's? Not at any other time. 

Did JOU observe that Capt. Warrington was ill on Sunday 

evening, Oct. 30th ? 1 did. 

Crost-exam incd. 
At what hour was it that you observed Capt. Warrington to 

be unwell? Capt. Warrington complained of being unwell 

when 1 returned from the gaol, about five o'clock in the after* 

By the Coobt. 
Was it raining at any period between seven aud nine o'clock, 

OD the Sunday evening; 1 believe it was. 

Private BBtlyei-, examined. 
Did you hear Col. Brereton give any orders to Capt. War- 
rington on the morning of Monday, the Slst of Oct., between 

the hours of three and four o'clock, at Leigh's slab I es } Yes. 

State what you heard? Col. Brereton was cnminjT on 

horseback after Capl. Warrington. He called to Capt. War- 
rington. and told him to get his troop out immediately, or a 
part of it. Capt. Warrington wished to go himself with his 
vhole troop. Col. Brereton said, " No, you must remain here, 
wilh a few men, as a reserve." Capt. Warrington said, "1 
would much rather go out myself." The Colonel replied, 
"No, Captain, I thinlt you are very much fatigued, and want 
some rest, for you look very poorly." Capt. Warrington said, 
" That he was not more so than Mr. Kelson, and tlie rfsl of 
hilt troop." Col. Brereton rode oft' instantly, and desired him 
tu take his advice. 

Were you at that lime sentry at the lower end of the yard ! 

Ves. 

At which end of the yard were Col. Brcreton's orders given 

to Capt. Warrington I At the lower end. 

Bir C. Dalbiac said, that the evidence of this last witness 
went to break down testimony which he thought incuntestible ; 
he, therefore submitted that he might be allowed tu call fresh 
witUEtties, with regard to the time slated. This he proposed to 
do after Capt. Warrington had closed his defence. 
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Private J. CSibam examined. 

Did jou hear Col. Brereton give any orders to Capt. 'Warfiof- 
t«n, at Leigh's slables, about four o'clock oii Mondaj mora- 

iDgf 1 did I Col. Brereton rode up to Capt. Warringloa 

and told him one-half of the troop would do: that he knew 
that Capt. Warringtoa was very much fatigued, aud might re- 
main in quarters as a reserve. 

Can JOU speak positively as to the time when this conversa- 
tion passed, or is it onlj from conjecture J 1 consider it to 

have been about four o'clock, oa nearly as I can possibly tell. 
By the Court. 

How long was it before the troop was ordered out, thai this 

conversation took place I Just as the troop bad turned out. 

C. Blissett, Esq, examined. 

Did you walk wilh Col. Brereton to the corner of College- 

Seen, about four o'clock on Monday morning, the 31st of 
ctober? 1 did. 

Did you see him turn d-own in the direction of Leigh's sta- 
bles i I did. 

Did any conversation pass between you and Col. Brereton 
relative to the duty he was going on; if so, stale it to the 

Court? He said he should be most happy to accompaoy the 

troops lo the Square, and that be should be o(i bis hor^ in 
three or four minutes. 

Did be stale any thiu^E relative to the duly he was going on i 

1 do not recollect Ihat he staled any thing further. He 

said he was going for bis horse when he turned dona to Leigh's 
stables. 

Had you accompanied Alderman Camplio and Mr. Danson 
to Unily-street, or did you see those two gentlemen before jrott 

met Col. Brereton ou that niotningl 1 did not accompany 

them, but 1 saw them there outside the door. 
Comet Kelsok recalled. 

Did Col. Brereton, when you met him at four o'clock on 
Monday morning, express any surprise Ihat Capt. Warrington 
■nd the remainder of his troop had not come with the detack- 
ment under your command ? He did not. 

SIXTH DAY.-TuESDAv, January SI. 
The Court was not so much crowded as on the preceding 
> day, probably owing to the sentries being more vigilant in pre- 
venting many of the tickets from doing double and triple 

Major MJCSiroaTH, examined/or the defence. 

Had you any opportunity of judging of Capt. Warrington's 
conduct during the Brislol riots? 1 had. 

tjtate the opinion you formed of it ? 1 thought he shewed 

great willingness to act and strict obedience to his orders. 

Did Cornet Kelson of tlie 3rd dragoon guards command my 

detachment of that regiment during the disturbances ii~~^ 

Forest of Dean in I SSI, under your orders? He d" 



urhances ifldiHH 
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What opinion did you form of liis efficiency } IJthoQght 

he did hi» duty in ao active and intelligent manner. 
Cross-examined iy the PbosscotoR. 

Had you any opportunity ofjudging »rCapt. Wiirrington's 
willingness to net between sunset on Sunday night, the 30lh 
and sunrise on Monday tanniing. the 31st of Oct. I None. 

Had you not left Queen-square before the arrival of Captain 
Warrington with the reserve of his Iroop, on Monday morning 

the Slst of Oct. ? 1 had. 

fljf the CovRT. 

What were the orders, to which you have alluded, that Capt. 

Warrington received! 1 heard him repeatedly ordered by 

Col. Brereton to clear the Square on Saturday night, and I saw 
him instantly and effectually obey his orders. 

During the 'nhole time you had an opportunity of witnessing 
Capt. Warrington's conduct, did he in any instance evince a 
want of vigor and activity requisite in the situation in which he 
was placed > In no instance within my knowledge. 

Under whose orders did Capt. Wamngtua act on Monday 

morning the 3l6l of Oct.? 1 don't know. 

Major Bbckvith, \ith Draxoona, examined. 

Were you in command of the cavalry in Bristol on Monday. 

the Slst of October last? 1 commanded the-Uth dragoons. 

Col. Brereton was the superior officer, and I gave all the mate- 



rial o 






Did you give any orders to the 3rd dragoon guards i 

day morning, the 3Ist of October^ About ten o'ciock oq 

Monday morning, 1 recommended Capt. Warrington of the 3rd 
dragoon guards what to do. About twelve o clock Colonel 
Brereton gave me authority to give orders to the 3rd dragoon 

fuards, if] deemed it necessary. Accordingly, after I hat time, 
did give them the necessary orders. 

Did you see Cant. Warrington employed with his troop to 
Queen-square on Monday } 1 did. 

Then you had auopporlunity of observing Capt. Warrington's 
conduct during a considerable perioil of the riots. Did he shew 
every dispbsition to co-operate with the Civil Authorities?— 
Il would be impossible for me to give the Court a correct idea 
of what I know of Capt. Warrington's conduct, unless I be 
permitted to give some detail of the circumstances in which he 
was placed when 1 arrived in Bristol. 

Please to state the circumstances in which Capt. Warrington 

was placed! To do so I must relate in what manner 1 saw 

the Civil and Military Authorities co-operate. 

The Major proceeded. — On reaching Bristol on the morning 
of Monday, the Slst of October, I immediately went to the 
Council-house, where I found the Mayor and several Magis- 
trates, who appeared to me bewildered and stupefied with terror. 
On hearing the state of affairs in Bristol, I urged that one or 
more of the Magistrates should accompany me on horseback for 
the purpose of restoring order. They all refused to do lo.- 
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[Tbe FTHldent agalB requatgd the niCncsi V< liiail bli obntnUoni lo the i 
C^idn Winlnglon, indtoiTuiil alluding Id paittei notbcfbre the Court, ui 

eoDduct went to ocmilpUe the prUon*r ftn " ' ■•— -' '--• 

Ibit iround only could the Cnurt permit j 
maa ttaelr trisL and had not the oppanun 
fila coutH vtnld bs the hsiKlit Dfiiiiuulce 
Uk thread of Ut evidcnce-l 

sUtingthat it would make them uapopuUr, and naw 

their property to be destroyed. The; also said, that Doneof 
them could ride on horseback eicept one, nhom I pressed to 
accompan; me, hut he declined, saying he had not beat ofl 
horseback for IS years. Seeing tbererore that do assistance 
could be bad from the Magistrates, I demanded aud received 
from them a written authority to take what measures I deemed 
expedient. From what 1 bave related, and from what 1 saw la 
another quarter, to which I cannot advert, the impression on 
mj mind was that Captain Warrington and the 3rd dragoon 
|;uards were in a great measure parafysed by the imbecility and 
-misconduct of those who ought to have directed them. I have 
further to state that during the time I had a personal opportu- 
Dity of observing Capt, Warrington, he appeared to me alert, 
sealous, and desirous to do his duty. 

Bff the Court. 

Under whose immediate command was Capt. Warrington 
acting on the morning of Monday, 31st Oct. previous lo lU 
o'clock P 1 suppose under that of Col. Brereloii. 

During the wbole time you had an opportunity of witnessing 
Capt. Warrington's conduct, did he in any instance evinces 
'want of the vigour and activity requisite in the situation m 
which he was placed } 1 do not think he did. 

In yuuranswer to a former question you bave made use of 
the phra'tc "ought to have directed them ;" do you mean to 
allude to the officer commanding the troops, or to the Magis- 
trates ? To both. 

At the time you drew the conclusion you have mentioned 
^relative to the conduct of those who directed or ou^ht to have 
directed the troops, were you aware of the letter oAhe Mayor 
jdated at 3 i.u. on Monday morning, directing the officer com- 
ing his Majesty's troops to take the most vigorous, effective, 
iftnd decisive measures in his power to quell the existing riotsf 



-Yes. 



what time c 



ing did you e 



; at th< 



1 Montlay i ^ 

— Aljout 7 o'clock. 
Were you acquainted with the demand made in the Mayor's 
letter alluded to, when you requested written instructions for 

jour own guidance ? 1 was not. 

. Had Dot Capt. Warrington acted with his troop iu Queen- 

equarc onMonday morning previous to your arrival ! 1 found 

>llim with part of his troop in the Square about balf-past U 
when I Drst went there. 

Captain Gaox, 14IA Dragoons, examiw^d. 
Were you with the 14th dragoons in Bristol, during thM 
ontheZBth, 30th, and Slst of October last r— ' 
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Did Capt. Warrington in any iostaace when jou had an 
opportuDJty of witDessiog his conduct, evince a want of the 
vigor and activitj requisite in the situation in which he was 

placed 1 No — I should sa; quite the reverse. 

Lieut. Djifsotf, Mlh Dragoons, examined. 

Were f ou with the 14th dragoons at Bristol during the riots 
on the 99th, 80lh, and 31st of October last } Yes, 

Did Tou at any period on the days referred to observe that 
Capt, Warrington was unwell ? Yes. 

Had you any opportunity of judging of Capt. Warrington's 
conduct during the riots on the days mentioned i if you had, 
State your opinion of it? 1 saw him on Saturday night, be- 
tween seven and ten o'clock keeping the front of the Mansion- 
, house, he was then at the head of his troop, and seemed active 
and alert. 

This was the last witnesii for the defence. 

Captain Warrington addressed the President, and said—" I 
now beg leave to apprise the Court that I have closed niy de- 
fence, notwithslanding tbat I have been deprived the benefit of 
B material evidence, that of General Pearson, as the Court are 
aware. I leave my honour and my character in the hands of 
the Court, and feel assured that 1 can confidently rely on its 
impartial decision." 

SEVENTH DAY.— TuussDAy, Feb, 2. 

A doctunent was banded in. by Captain Warrington 
and read by the President. It conlauied the military 
orders of Lord Hill to Sir Colin Campbell, com- 
mandirg in the South-west district in the latter part of 
1830, when Capt. Warrington was on service there. 
The portion of the document to which Capl, Warring- 
ton particularly directed the attention of the Court was 
to the following effect ; — The officer commanding any 
detachment called out by the civil power is invariably 
to require a Magistrate to accompany him, or a written 
order signed by two Ma^strates. 

Sir C, Dalbiac, — I am extremely glad the prisoner 
has put in that document. He will find tbat I have 
done him fidl justice with regard to that part of his 
duty to which it refers. 

Sir C. Dalbiac then proceeded to read the following 
REPLY. 

" Mr. President, and the Members of this Honourable 
Court, — I now approach the last stage of the painful 
duty which I have had to sustain during this trial, and 
I know not how I can better commence this portion of 
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my task than by stating to this Honourable Conrt k 
distinctly I am aware of one melancholy diaadvanta 
under whicli the prisoner has laboured in conductiiig 
his defence. The tragical event nhich broug'ht the 
recent proceedings of a former Court to an abrupt ter- 
mination, has unhappily deprived Capt. Warrington oi 
a witness whose testimonv might have been most im- 
portant to his cause ; aud I am not only willing, but 
most desirous that the loss which he has sustained, may 
steadily be kept in view by his Judges. 

" I must, however, with perfect freedom, confess 
that this disadvantage does oy no means appear lo 
me so severe as the prisoner hunself may have been 
tempted to imagine. My own honest impression, upon 
a dispassionate survey of the evidence, is, that the 
points of his defence which have been weakened by the 
removal of his commanding officer, are not of essential 
and vital importance to his case. I feel the clearest 
confidence that it will be in my power to satisfy this 
Court that if that witness had been here to speak for 
the prisoner, his testimony could have done nothing 
more than provide him wiih certain topics of extenua- 
tion. Itmightin certain points of subordinate moment 
have strengUiened his vindication, but in my conscien- 
tious belief it could by no possibOity have protected 
him against the main force of the Charges which have 
been preferred in the accusation. 

" I repeat, however, that it is my most earnest desire 
that the most liberal estimate should be made by the 
Court, which the disadvantage alluded to may have in- 
flicted on the prisoner; and as a pledge of the sincerity 
of this declaration, I now protest, that in the review o! 
the evidence which I am about to submit to the Court, 
1 have made it a part of my ovra business to weigh and 
measure every atom, if I may so express it, of the injury 
which the silence of the grave may have brought upon 
the case of the prisoner ; and I have felt myself hound in 
common justice to the prisoner, to make fair allowances 
in every particnlar of his case, in which the voice of the 
witness he had lost might have been lifted up in his 
defence, 

" On the other hand, if it becomes our duty to lake 
care that in the defence which the prisoner has p ' * 
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lot permitted to nwenify the importance of the 
testimony of which he has been deprived, or to raise this 
negative circumstance, as it were, into a bulwark of 
positiye exculpation, Neither can we forget the deli- 
cacy and the justice which are due to the memory of 
that witness, whose loss the prisoner had to deplore. 

" It must be remembered that were that witness at 
this moment amongst us, on many points he could 
Bcarcelyopen his mouth in exculpation of the prisoner, 
without pronouncing, to the satne extent, his own con- 
demnation. Those very circumstances which may be 
alleged by Capt, W. for the purpose of relicTing him- 
self from some of the weiglnier parts of the Charges 
preferred against him, are the very circumstances which 
would press most heavily ou the character and the 
memory of his late commanding officer. And as that 
officer has never been proved guilty, and is now cut off 
for ever from the possibility of offering a word in 
explanation of his own conduct, it behoves us to be 
guarded in giving a hasty ear to topics of defence, 
which, if admitted in too comprehensive a sense, could 
scarcely fail to bring dishonour upon the name of the 
deceased, 

"Such are the difficulties and such the embarrass- 
ments which beset the remaining portion of my invidious 
and painful office! Noris thisall! Another circumstance 
has arisen materially to increase those difficulties and 
embarrassments. 

"The prisoner has pleaded in extenuation of bis 
conduct throughout Sunday night, the 30th, and part of 
Monday moruing, the 31st October, that during that 
awful period of the Bristol riota no Magistrate or peace 
officer ever made his appearance at the quarters of his 
troop to require, to direct, or to enforce the employment 
of the military in any attempt to put down the riot, until 
Mr. Alderman Camplin arrived, between 4 and 5 o'clock 
on Monday morning, at the horse bazaar, and that until 
the receipt by Capt. Warrington of the Mayor's Ielt«r, 

r dated 3 o'clock that morning, no Magistrate was to be 

^ beard of. 

" The plea, however, which the prisoner has set up of 

|a want of activity on the part of the Magistrates, has 

Ibeen justified by evidence produced before the Court; 
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first, incidentally in the reply of a witneaa to a qncBfaoo 
tput by the Court in the course of the prosecution, and 
T again in the general stat«ment of a vritness examined 
I on the defence. Although, therefore, I do not stand 
[ iereto impeach the conduct of the Bristol Magistrates, 
I I conceive it would he utterly at variance with the 
I impartiality which 1 have professed to maintain between 
I the King and the prisoner throughout this trial, were I 
[ to decline admitting that the absence of all Civil 
L Authority from the station of the military during the 
I awfid nfght of Simday, and until the arrival of Mr. 
[ Alderman Camplin at the horse hazaar, between 1 and 
I 9 o'clock on Monday morning, was a circumstance 
[ calculated, in a variety of ways, to prove prejudicial lo 
[ the small military force then employed in Bristol; and 

5 'a full justice to the prisoner I must also remark, as the 
locument is recorded by the Court in evidence againiit 
I llim, that the letter of the Chief Magistrate of the city is 
['.dated simply, '^Bristol, 3 o'clock, Monday morning, 
I 81st Oct.," without any designation of the house or the 

Sot to which reference could be had to the said Chief 
agistrate, in case of urgent or further necessity. 
I I consider myself hound to make these admissions, 
I grounded as they are upon the evidence which has been 
\prodwced before the Court, ptirely that the amplest 
I measure of justice mi^bt he done to the prisoner's 
I defeuce, and that the CJ^oiul; might be fidly satisfied that 
I the demerits of others have not been suppressed by the 
r prosecutor, in order to throw out into bolder relief the 
demerits of the prisoner. It appears to me, however, 
rtiat no circumstance of this kind can relieve the prisoner 
[ of any material part of the accusation against him. I 
f shall have it in my power to shew that the weighty parts 
I of the Charges are distinct from any influence which 
the conduct of the Civil Authorities, or the orders of the 
commanding officer, ought to have produced upon the 
conduct of the prisoner; uor can it be contended, before 
a Court like this, that because an officer's difficulties 
increase beyond what he had a right to expect, he is on 
that account to abandon his duty altogether. 

[The gallant General here proceeded to comment 
upon the evidence, which he did at some length, and 
with much ability, particularly with regard to the exact 
time deposed to.] 




[ liavc been led to iroublc the Court at some length 
upon this jtoiot, not from any apprehension that the 
judgment of this Court can be iiiniienced by the quea- 
tion, as to whether the oifence imputed to the prisoner 
was comniitted a few niinntea before or a few niiuntes 
after 11 o'clock, but because the time fixed by Mr. 
Kiitgtou, which I hold to be erroneous, has been made 
available by the prisoner in mitigation of a different 
portion of the genera] accusation — ^namely, the third 
count of the third charge. 

"The premises and the coincidences, as to time and 
circumstance, which are attached to the accusation iu 
the 1st charge, having been thus disposed of, the essence 
of that charge resolves itself iuto a narrow compass, 
namely, 

" That he. Captain Warrington, did not only refuse 
" to order out the said troop, or any part thereof, or 
" to take any step for the purpose so stated, but used no 
" means of conveying the information so received by 
" him, or the purport thereof, to Lieut. -Co]. Brereton, 
" who then held the chief Military Command in the city, 
" or of obtaining from the said Lieut.-Col. Brereton 
" any order applicable to the occasion." 

" And here I must observe, in answer to the appeal 
made by the prisoner to the Comt, as to whether he 
was bound in the ivorda of the charge, " to order out 
the troop," &,c. that the accusation is not to the elfect of 
his having disobeyed the order of a Magistrate, but that 
being informed by aperBonofrespectability of the danger 
to which His Majesty's Cnstom-House was exposed, 
and knowing, as Capt. Warrington well did, the enor- 
mities which had been committed by the mob through- 
out the whole day, he did not take those measures which 
a regard for the public safety, the houor of his Majesty's 
arms, and bis own character, as an oilieer, demanded 
of him. 

" I shall not stop, at this stage of my reply, to argue 
the question, how fai- an officei^ being second in com- 
mand of a body of his Majesty's troops, under the 
circumstances in which the city of Bristol was placed 
during the awful night of the 30ih October, would be 
justified in adhering to general instructions, not to move 
from his quarters without express orders from liis<iupe- 
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rior in command, when it is considered that the d 
city was threatened with destruction, that each succeed- 
ing moment nas big with increasing danger, and tbU 
for many hours together (as alleged by the prisoner 
himself) the Commanding Officer was not to be found 
where he ought to have been found, or at lea^t to haTe 
been beard of — namely, at the office assigned for 
official conunuui cation, and when on that account the 
I'most natural inference certainly might be either that he 
'lad been intercepted by the rioters, or that some other 
casualty bad befallen him. 

" But if the commands which the prisoner received 
not to move from his quarters without the express orders 
of his superior officer, were of bo very peremptory a 
nature, there should at least have been consistency in 
the prisoner's obedience. He should not have adhered 
to tliose commands upon some occasions, and have 
departed from them upon others. An oflficer has no 
right to blow hot and cold in the same breath, upon 
questions of duty; he has no right to play fast and loose 
with his command, at a time when the public safety and 
the honor of his Majesty's arms are set at their highest 
state. 

" It is distinctly shewn by the testimony of Mr. Gresley, 

firoducedin support of the first count of the third charge, 
to which I shaU have occasion again to revert) that the 
prisoner at 3 o'clock on the same afternoon of Sunday 
the 30th had qf himself ordered out a detachment under 
Cornet Kelson, to proceed to the New Gaol, without 
any previous authority for so doing. But the most 
remarkable circumstance attending the prisoner's refusal 
to comply with the entreaties of Mr. Kington, is, that al 
the very moment when he did refuse to comply with the 
said entreaties, the prisoner was in the act of violating, 
and did then absolutely violate the express orders which 
he alleges to have received from the commanding 
officer. Cornet Kelson and Troop -Serjeant-Major 
Martin distinctly depose that the oali/ occasion when 
the troop or any part of it turned out mounted between 
ten o'clock on Sunday night, and some short timebefore 
5 o'clock on Monday morning, was w ben Reeve's Hotel 
■was attacked by the rioters (that is about 5 or lOmin otes 
past II o'clock); upon which occasiou John C ^^^ 
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deposes, that Capt. W. came down from bis bed-room, 
that be retired out of a side door of a house towards 
Leifft's ba/.aar, and shorllj afterwards appeared mounted 
at the head of his troop in front of the hotel. Comet 
Kelson ajid Troop-Serffeaot-Major Martin also depose 
(as does J. Corfield,) that Capt. W. on that occasion was 
at the head of his troop, and that the troop proceeded 
to the front of ReeTc's Hotel to repel the rioters. The 
Troop -Serjeant -Major further states that the whole 
troop (sase a corporal and four men then absent on 
duty) turned out to repel the attack on Reeve's hotel, 
auj that the troop first formed in front of the Bazaar 
stables; which latter circumstance is also confirmed by 
Mr. Stephens, Now 1 beg to draw the particular 
attention of the Court to tliat partof Mr. Kington's and 
Mr. Stephens's testimony, wherein both those witnesses 
state, that when Mr. Kington applied to Capt. W. for 
tiie. services of his troop to save his Majesty's Custom 
House, they found Capt, Warrington at the Horse 
Bazaar, mounted at the head of his troop, and that tlie 
troop was mounted also. 

" It is quite impossible that this could have occun-ed 
before the prisoner had descended from his bed-room 
and bad retired by a side door from the hotel; and as it 
has been distinctly proved that the troop never did turn 
out mounted between 10 o'clock on Sunday night and a 
little before 5 on Monday morning, except upon the 
occasion of the attack on Reeve's hotel, I do contend, — 
nay, with every possible deference and respect I do 
insist,- — that I have produced proof incoutestible, that. 
Upon the rertf occasion, npou the very spot, and at 
the very moment, when the prisoner in answer (o Mr. 
Kington's entreaties replied that he " could not moce 
intbout the express orders of Ijieul. -Colonel Breretou," 
the prisoner had vitdated those express orders by 
turning oat the troop for the purpose of proceeding with 
it to Reeve's hotel ; and this most unquestionably upon 
his own responsibility ; for not only had there been no 
time for the said restrictive order to he rescinded by 
'liieut.-Colonel Brereton, but Capt. W. did himself 
declare to Mr. Kington at the very same moment that 
he knew not where Lieut.-Col. Brereton wasto be found. 
Moreover, the prisoner thnnght fit to repair nilb liis 
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troup to Reeve's hotel without a uiag;istrate, und yet 
pirioters had voiiiinitted acts of outrage, and [fur aught 
^■ithe prisoner knew to the contrary} when the troop turned 
out, he might just as readily have been brought into 
collision Willi the rioters there as in any other i{uartt:r 
of the city. 1 can tjuite appreciate the feeling Ihut 
would prompt an officer to afford protection to the 
owners of an hotel wbwe he had been courteously en- 
tertained, and whence he had just before escaped froin 
the attack of the rioters; but I cannot comprehend tbc 
feeling under which an officer, after having ordered out 
I -^nd headed his whole troop for the protection of the 
T .private property of an individual (upon an occoainii 
pwhen the numher of the rioters posidvely fell short of 
' ithe ntimber of the dragoons) could in the very same 
r^moinent, and in the verr same breath, declare, that he 
" could not more" any of his force to that quarter of'the 
city where he kuew that the rioters were proceedlnir 
in the destruetion of property with systematic pro- 
gression and with most appaUiug rapidity. It can- 
not surely be contended that a few broken windows al 
Beeve's hotel were to be put in competion with the 
destruction of his Majesty's Custom-house and tLc 
, •buildings with which it was surrounded ! If thenCupt. 
Warrington, in defiance of express orders, which he 
•alleges to have received, and without a Magistrate, cun- 
• udered himselfjuslified in turning out his troop to repel 
a body of rioters at the distance of 130 or 110 jsaAi 
from their stables, 1 contend that he had no right tu 
urge inability to move his troop to a greater distance 
without further orders from his superior officer, whom 
he alleged he could not iind, or without the personal 
attendance of a Magistrate whom he alleges he could 
not procure. 

"With respect to that part of the 1st charge which 
imputes to the prisoner his having used no means for 
conveying the information received by him to Lieul,- 
Col. Brereton, or uf obtaining from the said Lieut.-Col. 
auy orders applicable to the occasion, I have to submit 
some observations, [Sir Charles again referred to and 
commented on the evidence.] 

"A question was put by the Court to Cornet Kelson, 
towards the close of his evideuce on the 27th Januarv, 
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whether he conceived tlie order ivhicb lie conveyed to 
Capt, Warrin^ou not to move without Lien t. -Colonel 
Breretou's orders, was mtendeil to refer personally to 
Capt. Warrington, or to him and the force nuder his 
commaiid. Cornet Kelson replied, that he understood 
the order to rufer to Captain Warriniarton personally. 
Such interpret:<tion however, of the order in question 
would, ill my humhlc opinion, tend so essentially u> 
lower Capt.WaiTiu^ton in the eyes of his regiment, and 
of the service at large, and so wonderfully to raise 
Comet Kelson's professional importance above that of 
his commanding officer, to a degree far beyond what 
bis rank or his pretensions coultl possibly justify, that I 
must endeavour to rescue the memory of Lieut. -Colonel 
^rerelon from the admission of so glaring an incon- 
gruity, as that of shutting out the services of an officer 
of Captain Warrington's experience, who was also next 
to himself in command, and of preferring to place his 
confidence in a young officer of only sixteen niontlia 
standing; in the army, when eng;aged upon a duty as 
delicate aud important as any in which troops were 
ever employed. I cannot, therefore, but ascribe the 
extraordinary interpretation which was put upon that 
OTder by Cornet Kelson, to his want of experience in 
the service. 

" Under either interpretation, however, the order was 
disobeyed by the prisoner ; for if it was intended (o 
refer to him, and the force under his command, he was 
not jus till cd, according to his own shewing, in turning 
out within an hour afterwards, at the head of his troop 
at the mere request of the owners of Reeve's hotel, to 
quell a body of rioters who had attacked their house and 

S remises, without the express authority of Lieutenaut- 
olonel firereton, as well as the personal attendauce of 
aMagistratc; and if the said order was intended to refi-r 
to Capt. Warrington personally, or to him alone, hoiv 
can the conduct of the piisoner be accounted for in 
having kept Cornet Kelson and bis troop shut up in 
.their stables from 11 o'clock on Sunday night till bolf- 
H^ftst four on Monday morning — an awfid interval of 
I (inore than live hours, throughout the whole of wlitcli 
i».ti)e robber and the incendiaiy wcic proceeding imctm- 
I .trolled from airotily to atrocity, at a time when publit 
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_ «nd private property was consigned to fire and pilla^, 
1 systematic progresaior, antl when tbe whole city uf 
Wstol seemed threatened with nniTcrsal dcstniclioii. 
" In proceeding to a considemtion of the 2d chor^, 
I may observe that certain of the premises, or of liie 
coincidences as to time and circnmstance which are 
embodied in the accusation, have heen proved in the 
evidence already refened to in the review of the Ut 
charge, to which there can be no necessity to revert. I 
.shall therefore address myself at once to the substance 
of the offence. In the first place, T may venture to 
ailirm without any fear of contradiction, that the testi- 
mouy with respect to periods of time which has heeu 
produced in support of the *2d charge, has been given 
with most singular hut with most iinqnextionable preci- 
sion. The Chief Magistrate of the ci^ addresses a 
letter to "the officer commanding his Majesty's troops," 
he puts his own signature to it, and he dates it " three 
o'clockMonday morning, 3 1st of October, 1831." — [The 
gallant Prosecutor here recapitulated the evidence on 
this fact.] — Had Capt. W. acted upon the Mayor's letter, 
as it was his duty to do, when he first broke the seal and 
read the contents thereof, it is as certain as calculation 
can make it, that mthonJya moderate degree of activity 
on the part of Capt. Warrington, the troop might have 
reached Queen-square before half-past three o'clock, 
the distance from Mr, D. Fripp's liousc whence the 
Mayor's said letter was dispatched being distant from 
Queen-square, by the way of the Horse bazaar, not 
more than about three quarters of a mile; so that even 
then, Capt. Warrington would have had it in his power 
to have saved the south wing of the west side of Queen- 
square, which was all or nearly all destroyed between 
the hour of half-past three and five on the Monday 
morning. The unacountable apathy displayed by the 
prisoner in having omitted to make a single attempt or 
effort to commimicate with Lieut .-Colonel Breretoii, 
between the hoiu^ of II on Sunday night and half-past 
four on Monday morning, has heen fully shown by the 
observations which I submitted to the Court upon the 
evideuce produced in support of the Ist charge, which 
observations need not b* repeated here. But i 
encc to a ^nestion put by the prisoner to S 
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Deane, as to whether he, Capt. Warrington, did not 
express bis BHq)ri8e that Mr. Goldney and Mr. Harris 
were BO long in returning from No. 2, in Unity-street 
(where Capt. Warrington seeraa to have expected they 
had gone to report the nature of the Mayor's letter to 
the officer cominandine,) it may naliii-ally be asked, how 
Capt. Warrington could reconcile to himself to contide 
an official coiuinuiilcatioQ of such importance, and at so 
critical a moment, to a private individual, wiien he 
could so easily have conveyed the said letter himself, or 
at any rate have dispatched it to Lieut. -Col. Breretou, 
Jjy a trusty non-commissioned officer. 

" But, unfortunately, that letter appears to have been 
j!Ht into the prisoner's pocket and to have been disposed 
of with almost as much indifference, as though it had 
contained an invitation to diutier — one of the prisoner's 
replies being that he should see Lieut.-Col. Brereton at 
six o'clock, and would then deliver the letter ; nor has 
there been any thing to show that such might not have 
been its fate, had not Alderman Camplin culled at the 
Bazaar for the services of the troop between four and 
five o'clock on Monday morning. 

" The prisoner put a <|uestion to Mr. Goldney and 
Mr. Harris in the cross-examiuRtiou, as to wheth«- the 
former had not offered, if Capt. Warrington opened the 
Mnyor's letter, to take the responsibility on himself — -to 
which both tliose gentlemen replied in the negative. 
The same question, as relating to Mr. Goldney, is put 
to Sergeaut-Major Martin and Sergeant Deane, who 
both reply in the affirmative. Bnt I have been totally 
at a loss, ever since the question was first put, as to any 
possible object it could have. I kuow but of one sort 
of responsibility of any consequence to the prisoner — 
that is, his responsibility to the King; aud how that 
responsibihty could be lightened hy any act or promise 
of a private individual, I am quite at a loss to conjecture. 
Upon the whole, then, it is my painful duty to contend, 
that with respect to the substance of the 2nd charge, 
Capt. Warrington is entitled to no relief whatever, either 
K from any supineness of the Civil Authorities, or by rea- 
H son of any command which be could possibly have re- 
H ceived from his superior ofKca-, The prisoner was 
B second in command in Brit^tol, aud at tbc very moment 
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that he broke the seal of the Mayor's letter, aiid read i) 
cuQtentH, it oug-ht to have been conveyed by a safe and 
certain hand to Lieut.-Col. Brereton, if he was to be 
fotmd ; and if be was not to be found, Capt. Warriug^ton 
bad constituted /ihnself the representative of bis superior 
ollii'er, and should instantly have acted upon the con- 
tents of the letter. By ueglecting to do so, he compro- 
mised not only bis own cbaracler as an officer, hat the 
characl«r of liia superior in command, as well as (be 
bouour of bis Majesty's arms. 

" I proceed now to a consideration of the 3rd charge, 
and in respect to the 1st count of that charge, I have to 
observe that Cornet Kelson admits bis being in tltmbt, 
as to whether Capt. Warrington ordered him to take up 
a party in Queeu-s<[uare, or whether Capt. Warrington 
told liiui to tell Lieut.-Col. Brereton that there was a 
party in Queen-s<juare ivbicb might be taken u]}, to join 
the party which marched from the bazaar by Captain 
Warrington's orders, in order to proceed to the new 
gaol. But, as in either case Capt. Warrington might 
be the proper person to command the two parties, when 
united, it surely behoved Capt. Warrington to take the 
trouble of accompanying Cornet Kelson for 200 yards 
across CoUeffe-green, to receive Lieut.-Col. Brereton's 
directions ; for it is distinctly shewn by the testimony of 
Lieut. Prancis and the Staff-Sergeauts, that the order 
to turn out that detachment did not emanate from Lieut- 
Col. Brereton. Not oue word has been adduced lo 
shake the unsophisticated evidence of Mr. Qresley, who 
states that he made the requisition for mil.tary assistance, 
to defend the goal, to Capt. Warrington in the Coffee- 
room at Reeve's hotel. He details the order given by 
Capt. Warrington to Cornet Kelson upon that occasion, 
precisely in the terms in which that order was varrietl 
into effect — which statement coming from a person of 
Mr. G-resley's situatiun in life, namely, that of a ship- 
builder, coidd not by possibility have been conjured up 
in bis own imagination, and may therefore be received 
as strictly correct. 

" The collective essence of the 2nd and 3rd counts of 
the 3rd charge is, that in the course of the dOtb of Oct. 
the ()ri8oner ' absented biniself from bis quarters for a 
cimsidcrable lime,' &c. und that ' having returned 
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"liiB qnarters, during the absence of nearly the ivbole of 
the disposable part of his troop, he, in place of proceed- 
ing to join the same, &c. retired to his bed.' 

"The two counts appear to Die tu form a complete 
Scylla and Charybdis, for iu whatever proportion the 
weight of one charge may be relieved with respect to 
time, the weight of the otaer charge must be increased. 
I shall take the time as stated by Comet Kelson, namely, 
that Capt, Warrington gave him orders, abont seven 
o'clock on 8nnday afternoon, to send to him at General 
Pearson's, at Clifton, in case he should be wanted, and 
there is every reason to suppose that at seven o'clock 
Capt. Warrington left bis quarters. Comet Kelson 
also states, that upon his return with the detachment 
from duty, at about a quarter before ten, he found Capt. 
Warrington all but undressed, and in the act of getting 
into bed, at tbe hotel. Private Dooley states, that Capt. 
Warrington returned to the bazaar about nine o'clock. 
It would appear, then, that Captain Warrington was 
absent from his quarter about 2 hours, which absence 
relates to tbe essence of tbe Snd count ; and that he was 
three-quarters of tm hour in the bazaar, or at the hotel, 
after his return, which relates to tbe essence of the 3rd 
count. With respect to the former count I have nothing 
further to add,— the charge is proved. With respect to 
the latter, I must observe, that when Capt. Warrington 
arrived at the bazaar at nine o'clock, twenttf-eight men 
and horses out of tkirty-three, were on duly, viz. twenty 
which had [proceeded to the Bishop's palace, and eight 
which hud been previously sent to Queen- square. Now, 
will it not appear extraoritinary to the Court, that, when 
the prisoner so returned to tbe bazaar at nine o'clock, 
and found only five men and horses of )iis troop left in 
quwters, and knowing tbe nature of tbe duty on which 
the troop had been sent, aware of tbe appalling stale in 
which the city was placed, and observing the conflagra- 
tions which were then vomiting forth in diiJereut quai- 
ters of it, he should have had no anxiety, or even 
curiosity, to cross College- green, to enquire in what 
manner bis troop was engaged, and whether his own 
services could be of any avail ? I do not eulcrtain the 
slightest doubt that Capl, Warrington had felt unwell 
at some short lime previous to the relum of Corni 
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Kelson to the hotel ; but iu the full discharge of luj 
diity, I must observe, that at seven o'clock on that eveo- 
iug, Captain Watriugton was capable of walking to 
General Pearson's house at Clifton — that he did uol 
retui-a to the hotel till niue o'clock — and that iu about 
one hour, after he bad retired to his bed, he was per- 
fectly capable of appearing at the head of his troop to 
repel the rioters wlio bad attacked the front of Reeve's 
hotel — and under all the circumstances of that awful 
night, no illness short of some risk of absolute destruc- 
tion of health, ought to have restrained tlie prisoner 
from proceeding in search of the force, entrusted to bis 
charge, when upon his return to the hotel he found tJie 
troop had escaped from his commaud ; especially as tbe 
point to which it had been directed was within 200 yards 
of the prisoner's quarlerB. 

" With respect to the 4th Count of tbe 3d Charge, 
my humble opiuion is that it falls to the groinid. But 
although the detachment which proceeded to Queen- 
square on Monday morning, the 31st Oct., appears to 
have been dispatched thither under directions issued by 
Lieut.-Colonel Brerctoii, I should not discharge my 
duty, were I to omit remarking upon the extraordinary 
arrangement tvitb respect to the divided command of 
Capt. Warrington's troop upon that occasion, as deve- 
loped by tlie prisoner in his defence — for it appears by 
his own shewing, that after Cornet Kelson marched off 
with the detachment, Lieut.-Col. Breretou had notbhig 
to do with the reserve, or tbe time or occasion for its 
being called upon. But Cornet Kelson, the inferior 
Officer, is to send for Capt. Warrington, bis superior 
Officer, without any refereucc to Lieut.-Col. Breretou, 
as soon as there is any thing to do : and bow does the 
Comet obey that order ? He waits till near 7 o'clock 
before he sends for his Captain, although the detach- 
ment was called upon two hours before 7 o'clock to use 
force for effectually putting down the rioters. 

" Having thus gone oTer such parts of the evidence 
produced before the Court as appear to me to he essen- 
tial to the case, I should no longer have trespassed on 
tbe time of the Court, had not tbe prisoner, upon several 
occasions, rested his justiiication, either dirccUy or 
indirectly upon the impossibility or illegality of his 
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I any case against the rioters, witlioiit the po- 
sitive and personal attendance of a Magistrate. 

The iustriiGlions on which the prisoner acted last 
Tvinter iu the south-western district certainly were to 
the efTect, that no troop or detacjimeut was to be taken 
out hut hy the written requisition or personal attendance 
of a Ma^strate, without which restriction his Majesty's 
troops would have been harassed in all directions upon 
every village distiu'bauce or expected disturbance, or 
whenever a private gentleman chose to fancy that an 
attack was about to be made on his house or premises. 
But surely the position of an ofhcer holding a detach- 
ment couimaiided in a disturbed district, under cir- 
cumstances such as I had represented, is not lo be 
laid upon a parallel with the position of an officer 
placed in command of a troop, under circumstances 
such as those iu which the prisoner stood in this city, 
between mid-day of the 30th of Oct., till sunrise of the 
following morning, during which most awful period the 
rioters were proceeding iu systematic progression, from 
outrage to outrage, and from enormity to enormity, 
without check or control, and when the whole of this 
vast and opulent city was threatened, under the pri- 
soner's own eyes, to be included iuone general con- 
flagration ! 

" Does the prisoner mean to infer that if, whilst he 
was acting in the South West District, under Sir Win. 
Heathcote's directions, that gentleman's bouse had been 
about to be fired by a body of incendiaries, whilst the 
owner was from home, and if the prisoner had chanced 
to be passing by at the time with his troop, he wouJd 
not have used force to check so daring an outrage ? 
Or had Winchester Gaol been forced by a body of 
rioters, no peace oiftcer being present, and had the 
prisoner been at hand with his troop, that he would 
have hesitated to repel the tumult and the outrage, to 
disperse the delinquents, to take them into custody, or, 
if driven lo the last extremity, to put them to death? 

"The principle then which most alarms me in the 
prisoner's address to the Court, and which he has 
attempted to maintain in different parte of his defence, 
is, that the refusal of an officer to act wit lout a Magis- 
trate is"?H strict accorrtance tcit/i tf e rules of the 
ten'ice." 
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" Standing as I do here, .it ihe Biiit of my Soverw^, 
I should ill indeed acquit myself of the triifltwliirh han 
been reposed in nie, were 1 not to reeord upon the pro- 
ceedings of this Court, uiy most distinct and decided 
protest against the doctrine thas set up by the prisoner — 
a doctrine at Tariance wiLb all the declared opinions of 
our soundest crown lawyers since ihc days of Eliza- 
beth — a doctrine not "in strict accordance with,'^ hut 
most decidedly opposed to, the orders and reg'ulationa 
of his Majesty's service, as well as to the law of this 
land — a -doctrine calculated not only to destroy the 
moral as well as the professional principles of the 
soldier, but to expose the person, as well as the pro- 
perty of the subject, to violence and destnii tion — a 
doctrine which, if admitted, would enable every officer, 
when placed in conunaud of his Majesty's troops, for 
the suppression of tumult, to place the inertness of 
the civil power between himself and tbe personal 
ponsibili^ of his station, and, under the protectii 
sucb inertness, to shelter himself from blame 
disgrace. _ 

*' I need hardly observe to this Court, that the regi- 
ments of cavalry in Great Britain are for the most part 
dispersed over the whole face of the country, and that 
cavalry, from the nature of its arms, is more frequently 
called out than any other branch of his Majesty's forces 
for tbe suppression of riots. 

" A duty more delicate or more invidious, yet more 
important, can scarcely be conceived, than that in which 
a military officer is engaged, when employed, cither 
with or without a peace officer, for the suppression of 
tumult and the preservation of the public peace; and 
the case now unhappily before the Court anords a most 
deplorable illustration of the evils tliat may arise, from 
a misconception of tbe principles by which die discharge 
of this duty should be re^^ated. "" 

" The Court cannot fail then to appreciate the ini 
anxiety under which I labour at the present moi 
when there seems occasion to enquire whether 
Majesty's rules and regulations, which have been 
for the guidance of the army on the subject of snp] 
aion of riot, have become a dead letter. 

" Surely to God it is time to raise my voice, audi 



!SS of 
regw I 



APPENDIX, 



I question, when an officer under mj super- 
intendence, who has now to answer before this Court 
for having declined to tict against the rioters under a 
distinct and written tiutkaritif to do ho from the Chief 
Moffisirate of this city, has called upon another ofHcer 
under my superinl«ndcuce to speak to his conduct 
during the Bristol riots, which officer did not hesitate 
to act against the rioters, vnrier a similar written 
authorify to do so from the said Chief Magistrate of 
Bristol." 

[ Sir C. Dalbiac here read extracts from " The sub- 
stance of the law for the guidance of the military in the 
suppression of riots," as entered in his Majesty's regu- 
lations and orders of the army, and also quoted the 
opinions of Lord Chief Justice Tindal and other eminent 
authorities on the same point.] 

" Far, very far indeed, be it from me (continued the 
gallant officer) in an humble endeavour to uphold what 
I deem to be the law upon sucli like occasions, to advo- 
cate the principle, that British troops, in the absence 
of a peace officer, are to take redress into their own 
bands, and to have recourse lo violence, upon every 
trifling tumult or disturbance, or breach of the peace, 
or in any case where neither tbe life or the property of 
the subject, or their own preservation, is seriously and 
distinctly menaced. Such is not the law of the land ! 
such has never been the practice of the British soldier. 
God in heaven forbid that it should ever become either 
one or the other ! The humanity and forbearance of 
the British soldier, upon every occasion of popular 
tumult or commotion, have been proverbial for ages. 
Long may those qualities form his highest attributes ! 
I would abhor the soldier that could t^e advantage of 
tumult to shed unnecessarily one drop of blood. Bear 
and forbear should be our motto. Biit I may ask, are 
there no occasions where forbearance ceases to be a 
virtue f Are there no limits, beyond which forbearance 
becomes criminal, when it adds atrocity to atrocity, and 
sacrifice to sacriflce, and when the innocent and well- 
disposed, rather than tbe guilty and ill -de signing, are 
compromised in its consequences ? A replT to these 
questions may be too readily, too mournfully fartasbeA 
by the city ot Bristol ! Let us consider, moreover, how 
many circumstances may occiu" lo cause the absence of 
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all civil authority. Sickness, iuBruoilj, dislance, inl 
veotion, sapineiiess, disinclination, — any of these may 
peradventure tend to keep a peace officer from the actuEU 
Hcene of riot and outrage. It is on those occasions that 
his Miyesty's troops, and especially the oiBcers who 
commnnd tneni, are to trust to the rules and regula- 
tions which have been prescribed by his Gracious 
Miyesty for their guidance, founded indeed upon ibe 
declared and acknowledged law of the laud. In that 
beautiful Charge to the Grand Jury of Ihis city, to which 
I have had occasion to allude, the Lord Chief Justice 
is reported to hare thus expressed himself: "it has 
been well said that the use of the law consists first, in 
preserving men's persons from death and violence ; 
next, in securing to them the free enjoyment of their 
property." 

" Having thus been informed of the primarii use and 
objecT'of the law, I do boldly affirm, that the Jimi 
public service due from the soldier to his country, is 
the maintenance of i/iat law, in contributing, as far as 
in him lies, towards the security of the subject and the 
protection of property, and that it becomes the military, 
even in the absence of a. peace officer, to put down riot 
and tumult by force, whenever such riot and timiult shall 
be sufficiently outrageous to place the life or the properly 
of the subject decidedly in danger, and when that dan- 
ger cannot be turned aside without forcible interference. 
And here I may be allowed to observe, that the officer 
who is placed in the connmand of a body of troops upon 
such occasion, is not to consider the cause of t\\e absence 
of the Civil Authority, nor under any presumed derelic- 
tion of duty on the pait of the magistracy, to refuse to 
do his duty, wheu the riot is either so sudden, so urgent, 
or so atrocious as imperatively to demand his decided 
interposition. 

" I repeat that my observations do not point at 
trifihig occasions ; but I have no hesitation in declaring, 
that they do point at uU such outrages and enormities 
as those which, commencing with the destruction of tlie 
Bridewell, soon after noon on Sunday, the 30th of Oct., 
were perpetrated throughout the city "of Bristol, without 
check or eontronl, or even an attempt at interference,, 
until five o'clock on the following morning. 
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" Is it that we are maintaiued only that our services 
sli;Jl be employed agitiiist a. foreign enemy ? Is it tliat 
we are paid by the public aud that we have no domestic 
service to perform ? Shall tlie open rebel, the public 
robber, and the midnight incendiary be suffered lo staJk 
forth in our streets to proceed from atrocity to atrocity, 
and his Majesty's troops be told that he can lay no hand 
upon them but in the presence of a Magistrate ? Shall 
oiir laws be violated in tbeir best and dearest interests, 
the destruction of public aiid of private property be 
carried on in a systematic progression ? — Shall our gaols 
be forced at noon day, and the felons let loose npou 
society ? — Sfaall our city be fired at all points, and 
sacrilege be carried to the very thresholds of our altars, 
and British troops be taught that they must stand by 
and look on, or be held fast in their quarters, till a 
peace officer shall arrive to command and to direct their 
exertions ? — Shall the aged and the infirm — the sick and 
the helpless — ^the nursing mother and the nestling infant 
he lorn from their beds at the dead of the night, to glut 
the reckless fury of the plunderer and the incendiary — 
and the British soldier he told that he must stretch forth 
no hand to save, without the sanction of a Magistrate ? 
God forbid ! I say, God in Heaven forbid ! 

" I have now to express my acknowledgments to the 
Court for suffering me to trespass so largely upon their 
patience. I have yet an indulgence to crave at their 
hands. It is well known, I believe, to most members 
of this Conrt, that the observations which I have pre- 
sumed to offer, with respect to the law for the suppres- 
sion of riols, as applied to the Mihtary, have arisen, for 
the most part, out of circumstances which occurred in 
the coiu-se of the prisoner's defence ; and unversed as 1 
am in legal phrase, it is much more than possible thai 
I shall have been betrayed into some expression which 
may admit of a different interpretation to that which I 
have desired to give it ; I request therefore of the Court 
that they will put any construction upon my expressions 
save that which would impute to me the most remote 
idea of having contemplated the slightest Infractii 
the law, or the slightest usurpation of the Ci' " " 
by the Military Forces of these kingdoms. 
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" I protest once for all that it is the occasional pros- 
titution of the Law in the manner of employing onr 
military forces, and the occasional prostitution of our 
military force when called upon to maintain the law, 
that I do severely deprecate, and against nhicfa ox/y 
have I desired to raise my humble voice, 

" I now commit the case of the prisoner into the hands 
of this Honourable Court; iu doing which I haveonlr 
to express my earnest desire that wheu (he Conrt shaU 
proceed to pronounce judgment, should the conduct of 
the Prisoner in either of the Charges, or in any part 
of either Charge admit of different coiistraetions, the 
Court will put that construction upon his conduct which 
is most favourable to (he Prisoner, to the utmost extent 
which is compatible ^vith their duty to the King, to bis 
Majesty's service, and to the obligation under which 
their judgment is to be pronounced. And whatever 
that judgment may be a^ affecting the Prisoner, I most 
sincerely, tho&X fervently pray, that the results of this 
trial may be productive of beueiits not merely to the 
interests of the British army, but what is of far deepa 
import, to the interests of the nation at large ! And 
may the flames of Bristol sei've as a beacon to every 
town and city iu the United Kingdom !" 

Sir Charles having concluded his eloquent and for- 
cible addicss, (which occupied 1 hour and 53 minutes 
in the delivery) the President asked Captain Warriuglon 
if be had any further observations to make. Ou his 
replying iu the negative, the President ordered 
Court to be cleared, that the members might com 
their judgment. 
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The Court having met to deliberate on the evidi 
came to the folloiving decision : — That Capl.WarriJi^ 
is guilty of the first and second charges, aJid of the first 
three counts of the third charge ; and that he is not guilty 
of the fourth count of the third charge. And such con- 
duct, ou the part of the said Capt. Wm-rington, evincing 
A want of the vigour and activity requisite iu the situation 
in which he was placed, l)eiiig uubecoming his character 
as an Officer, and iu breach of the Articles of Wa 
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Court doth, in virtue lliereof, sentence tim, the said 
Capt, William Henry Warrington, of the 3rd reg;iment 
of dragoon guards, to be cashiered. 

H, Fane, Lieutenant-Geiieral and President. 
A. Thompson, Deputy Judge Advocate, 

The Cotirt submitted to the Throne, an earnest and 
forcible recommendation in favour of Capt. Warrington. 
The grounds of that recommendation are described to 
bave been, — 

"l.Theeslremelj difGcuitsituation in which an inexperienced 
young man was placed, — between a niilitarj superior and civil 
authorities, — both acting so as to perplex and paralyze him. 

"2. That his offences were eitors of judgment, not proceeding 
from want of zeal to do his dulj. 

" 3. That when under proper command, both at Bristol and 
elsewhere, ample evidence had been adduced of Capt. Warring- 
ton's active and proper discharge of his duties. 

"4. That the strongest testimonies to his general character 
were [aid before the Cfourt, bj severa.1 officers of high rank, and 
others, under whom be had served." 

His Majesty was graciously pleased to authorise Capt. 
Warrington to dispose of his commission at the regu- 
lated value. By the regulations promulgated from the 
War-Office, it appears that the full price of a Captain's 
commission in tlie dragoon guards, dragoons, lancers, 
and hussars, is £3,325; the difference in v^ue between 
the several commissions in succession to that of Captain 
is £2,035; and the difference between ftdl and hali-pay, 
£1,035. Capt. W. was promoted to a troop in the 3rd 
dragoon guards in June, 1830. He had previously bad 
the rank of Lieutenant in the same corps for three or 
four years. The 3rd was much distii^nished at Tala- 
vera, Vittoria, and other places in the Peninsula. 
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